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THE  MONTH 


This  was  the  coldest  December  since  1945,  with  the  average  temperature  3*9 
degrees  below  normal.  Precipitation  was  near  the  mean.  About  the  usual  number  of 
half-hardy  land  birds  remained  throughout  the  month  in  spite  of  the  extraordinary 
cold.  An  immature  Sapsucker  that  fed  on  Axel  Heilborn’s  Austrian  pine  trees  through¬ 
out  this  and  the  preceding  month  was  the  most  exceptional.  There  were  more  than  the 
ordinary  December  numbers  of  ducks,  divers,  and  gulls  both  below  and  above  Niagara 
Falls, 

The  general  movements  of  Bonaparte’s  Gulls  during  the  past  few  months  have 
differed  enough  from  the  traditional  pattern  to  warrant  summarizing.  The  August  to 
early  October  flight  brought  only  ten  to  twenty  percent  of  its  usual  numbers.  The 
November  and  December  flights,  however,  made  up  for  this.  Clark  S.  Beardslee,  in 
his  classic  report  on  more  than  20  years  of  observations  (Bonaparte’s  Gull  on  the 
Niagara  .River  and  Eastern  Lake  Erie,  Wilson  Bulletin,  vol.  46,  no.  1,  March,  1944), 
calls  attention  to  the  scarcity  of  the  immature  birds  in  our  area.  He  states  that 
l6o  of  these  is  the  largest  number  he  ever  saw.  Apparently,  then,  the  500  to  800 
immature s  that  were  on  the  upper  river  in  early  November  of  1955  is  an  unprecedented 
number.  Only  a  few  dozen  adults  were  with  them.  Before  the  end  of  that  same  month, 
however,  this  situation  had  more  than  reversed.  Most  of  these  young  birds  had  gone 
elsewhere,  while  adults  had  swarmed  in,  so  that  there  had  come  to  be  only  a  few 
dozen  immatures,  but  thousands  of  adults.  Throughout  December  this  trend,  which 
Beardslee  says  is  normal  here,  continued,  adults  still  increasing,  and  young  of  the 
year  finally  all  but  disappearing.  By  Christmas,  there  were  more  than  twice  the 
number  of  Bonaparte’s  Culls  that  are  usually  here  in  December,  There  were  about 
5,000  in  the  short  distance  between  the  American  and  Canadian  falls,  and  smaller 
concentrations  elsewhere  along  the  Niagara  River. 

The  Little  Gull,  which  would  normally  have  been  seen  in  September  or  October, 
was  finally  recorded  in  December.  At  least  two  or  three  individuals  were  present. 

For  Bird  of  the  Month  we  might  nominate  the  immature  Kittiwake,  first  identified 
among  the  5j000  Bonaparte’s  Gulls  by  a  visiting  bird  watcher,  Allen  Kemnitzer  of 
Rochester.  Every  week-end  during  November  and  December,  birders  searched  for  Purple 
Sandpipers  and  Harlequin  Ducks  in  their  usual  haunts  without  success.  Since  last 
winter,  a  "beautification”  project  has  entirely  destroyed  the  attractiveness  to 
Harlequin  Ducks  of  one  of  their  formerly  favorite  spots  beside  an  island  above  the 
Falls  on  the  Canadian  side.  Various  construction  projects  during  the  past  year  have 
changed,  at  least  in  some  degree,  nearly  all  of  the  places  near  Niagara  Falls  that 
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liave  bean  frequented  in  the  past  by  Harlequin  Ducks  and  Purple  Sandpipers.  Even  in 
the  Gorge,  where  only  a  few  obvious  changes  have  been  made,  the  water  level  is  re¬ 
ported  to  be  7  to  15  feet  lower  as  a  result  of  water  diversion  above  the  Falls  * 
Many  places  still  remain,  however,,  that  appear  suitable  for  these  two  species.  In 
fact,  a  few  new  likely-looking  spots  have  been  created,  both  above  and  below  the 
Falls.  These  will  bear  optimistic  watching.. 


Harold  H.  Axtell 
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Species  previously  recorded  257 

Additional  Species  recorded  in  December  _ 2_ 

Total  species  for  1955  259 


B.O.S.  SANCTUARY  ON  GRAND  ISLAND 


With  the  purpose  of  keeping  for  the  future  a  piece  of  woodland  typical  of  rural. 
Grand  Island,  the  B.O.S.  on  torch  12,  1955  bought  a  quarter  section  of  land  with 
attached  property  to  give  access  to  a  public  road.  This  Sanctuary  is  located  on 
Grand  Island  between  Baseline  Road  and  West  River  Parkway  and  between  Fix  Road  and 
Love  ttoad.  it  may  best  be  described  as  divided  into  three  parts. 

The  entrance,  thirty  feet  wide  and  seven  hundred  five  feet  deep,  is  marked  at 
the  road  by  an  orange  post.  This  marker  is  located  two  and  one  tenth  miles  west  of 
Baseline  Road  and  seven  tenths  mile  east  of  West  River  Parkway.  The  land,  an  aban¬ 
doned  field,  is  covered  with  a  heavy  sod,  red  with  wild  strawberries  in  early 
summer  and  yellow,  blue  and  white  with  goldenrod,  thistle  and  asters  in  the  fall. 
Several  uncultivated  pear  trees  have  grown  large  enough  to  bear  fruit. 

The  second  lot  extends  southward  from  the  entrance  lot.  Tho  eastern  boundary 
lines  of  these  two  lots  coincide.  The  second  lot  is  two  hundred  thirty  feet  wide 
and  six  hundred  feet  deep.  The  ground  cover  is  much  the  same  as  that  of  the  en¬ 
trance,  but  there  ore  more  shrubs,  some  scattered  large  trees,  and  a  nicely  deve¬ 
loped  and  overgrown  fence  row  for  the  entire  length  of  the  western  edge.  On  this 
lot  a  seeding  of  buckwheat,  sorghum  and  sunflower  was  planted  and  ripened  during 
the  summer  of  1955*  A  ditch  crosses  the  area.  This  might  easily  be  converted  into 
a  small  cattail  marsh.  ^  ^ 
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The  third  and  main  part  of  the  Sanctuary  abuts  the  souther-’  line  jf  the  above 
property.  The  northest  corner  of  this  main  part  is  about  two  hundred  foie y  feo'j 
oast  of  the  north  and.  south  line  that  delineates  the  eastern  boundaries  of  the  en¬ 
trance  and  second  lot.  The  plot  is  one  quarter  of  a  mile  square.  For  about  one 
hundred  feet  along  the  east  side  is  an  open  area  like  those  described  above.  This 
field  merges  through  a  succession  of  shrubs,  undergrowth  and  saplings  with  the 
large  wood  lot  to  the  west.  An  old  dense  fence  row  encloses  the  north  end,  and  at 
the  south  an  old  pear  orchard  vies  with  large  clumps  of  gray-stemmed  dogwood. 

Nearly  eighty  percent  of  tho  entire  Sanctuary  is  in  the  wood  lot.  The  forest  floor 
here  is  fairly  level  but  has  some  wet  spots,  which  favor  the  growth  of  pin  oaks, 
while  the  rises  are  high  enough  to  support  beeches  and  sugar  maples.  The  appended 
list  gives  the  names  of  woody  plants  which  the  Axtells  have  found  on  the  property. 

Individuals  of  nearly  all  the  local  families  of  birds  have  been  found  on  or 
flying  over  the  property.  Listed  here  are  some  of  them:  Great  Blue  Heron,  Black- 
crowned  Night  Heron,  W o&d.  Duck,  Cooper’s  Hawk,  Red-headed  Woodpecker,  Brown  Thrasher, 
Robin,  Wood  Thrush,  Yellow-throated  Vireo,  Cerulean  ’Warbler ,  Oven-bird,  Common 
Yellowthroat ,  Scarlet  Tanager,  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak,  Indigo  Bunting,  Towhee,  and 
many  of  the  sparrows  indigenous  to  the  open  country. 

Posting  signs  have  been  erected  and  rows  of  orange-colored  stakes  have  been 
placed  along  the  boundary  lines  in  the  open  fields.  These  markers  and  the  accom¬ 
panying  map  should  eiiable  members  to  locate  and  find  their  way  about  our  Sanctuary 
to  increase  their  birding  pleasure  without  fear  of  trespass i 

Edward  C.  Ulrich 


WOODY  PLANTS  FOUND  IN  THE  B.O.S.  GRAND  ISLAND  SANCTUARY 
BY  THE  AXTELLS  DURING  SEVERAL  TRIPS  IN  THE  WINTER  OF 

 1954  -  1955 


Populus  tremuloides,  Quaking  aspen 

Carya  cordjformis,  Bitternut 

Crryo.  ovata,  Shagbark  hickory 

Ostrya  virginiana,  Hop  hornbeam 

Oarpinus  caroliniana,  Blue  beech 

Fagus  grandjfolia,  Beech 

Q,uercus  alba,  'White  oak 

Quercus  rubra,  Northern  red  oak 

Quorcus  palustris,  Pin  oak 

Ulmus  americana,  American  elm 

Ulmus  rubra,  Slippery  elm 

Ribes  Cynosbati,  Wild  gooseberry 

Hamamoli s  vi rgini ana ,  Witch  hazel 

Pyrus  communis,  Pear 

Pyrus  Malus,  Apple 

Crataegus  sp.  Thorn 

Rubus  allegheniensis,  Blackberry 

Prunus  domestica,  Carden  plum 

Prunus  serotina,  Wild  black  cherry 

Rhus  rad jeans,  Poi son  ivy 

Rhus  typhina.  Staghorn  sumac 

Celastrus  scandens,  American  Bittersweet 

Acer  rub rum,  Red  Maple 

Acer  sac char urn.  Sugar  maple 

Vitis  vulpina,  Frost  grape 

Tilir.  americana,  Basswood 

Cornus  racemosa,  Gray- stemmed  dogwood 

Fraxinus  americana,  White  ash 
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Solarium  dulcamaro  ,  Purple  nightshade 
Cophalanthus  occidental! s,  Buttonbush 
Viburnum  acori folium,  Maple-leaved  Viburnum 
Viburnum  rccognitum,  Arrow-wood 
Viburnum  Lentago,  Nannyberry 


SANCTUARY  FUND 


Since  the  last  issue  of  the  Prothonotary,  Sanctuary  contributions  have  been 
received  from  the  following  members: 

Agnes  Abrams 
Clark  and  Mrs.  Beardslee 
Robert  and  Mrs.  Cogge shall 
Howard  and  Mrs.  Fuller 
Ethel  Hickman 

Their  contributions  are  gratefully  acknowledged. 

The  total  now  stands  at  $376  which  is  still  a  long  way  from  paying  off  our 
llOOO  mortgage.  With  Grand  Island  rapidly  being  ’’civilized”  our  Sanctuary  will  in 
due  time  stand  out  like  a  jewel  to  the  attraction  of  the  birds  and  our  own  enjoy¬ 
ment.  Please  mail  your  contribution  to  Axel  Heilbom,  1020  Creekside  Drive, 
Niagara  Falls,  New  York. 


John  McCormack 
Annette  Moore 
Theodora  C.  Samuels 
Isabel  Stadlinger 


Axel  Heilborn 


CONSERVATION  CONTESTS  Closing  March  31,  1956 

Sponsored  by  the  CONSERVATION  FORUM  of  New  York  State.  OPEN  TO  SCHOOLS  and  other 
junior  groups  of  the  state. 


POSTERS  -  Two  posters  may  be  entered  from  any  school,  grade,  class,  junior  club 

or  scout  group.  Entries  will  be  divided  into  suitable  classes  for 
judging  and  awards  will  be  made  in  each. 


GROUP  -  not  earlier  than  1954,  in  conservation,  beautification,  outdoor  educa- 
PROJECTS  tion,  gardening  or  dealing  with  litterbug  and  vandalism  problems, 

may  be  reported  by  the  leader  of  any  junior  group.  EXHIBIT 
MATERIAL,  such  as  photographs,  charts,  scrapbooks,  or  other  mater¬ 
ial  to  supplement  the  written  reports,  should  be  submitted,  if 
available.  A  Play,  if  written  and  produced  by  a  group,  with 
acting  time  unddr  30  minutes,  may  be  entered  as  a  project. 

AWARDS  -  will  be  made  at  the  17th  annual  School  of  Conservation  at  the  Buffalo 

Museum  of  Science,  Saturday,  May  12,  1936. 

Posters:  1st,  $3;  2nd,  $2 ;  3rd,  $1. 

Group  Projects,  Plays:  1st,  $10;  2nd,  $3;  3rd,  $2, 

EXHIBIT  -  Posters  and  other  entries,  May  1  to  31  in  the  Museum  of  Science. 


ENTRIES  MAY  BE  MADE  AT  ANY  TIME  DURING  JANUARY,  FEBRUARY  AND  MARCH,  1956. 

For  entry  blanks  and  for  specific  information  regarding  the  form  of  entry,  write  t« 
CONSERVATION  FORUM,  BUFFALO  MUSEUM  OF  SCIENCE,  BUFFALO  11,  NEW  YORK 
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NEW  MEMBERS 


The  Society  welcomes  the  following  new  members? 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  H.  Larkin,  Jr.,  Bowen  Road,  Elma,  New  York 
Mrs.  Theodora  Samuels,  620  W.  Ferry  St.,  Buffalo  22,  New  York 
Kenneth  Smith,  St oil e  Road,  Elma,  New  York 

Mrs.  Mortimer  Sullivan,  12 30  Delaware  Ave.,  Buffalo  9,  New  York 


PROGRAM  -  MEET  DIGS 


Regular  meetings  are  in  the  Humboldt  Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  at 
8:00  P.M.  on  Wednesdays. 

Feb.  8  -  ’’King  Solomon fs  Ring”  -  Konrad  Lorenz  -  A  book  review  by  Carol  Renfrew, 

Feb.  22  -  "Oak  Orchard,  Its  Management  and  Development  M  -  Kodachromes  of  water 

birds  and  the  area  -  Speaker?  Gerald  E.  Cummings,  Conservation  Aide  of 
Oak  Orchard  Refuge. 

Mar.  14  -  "Bonaventure  Holiday”  -  Films  by  Penny  and  Robert  Weigel. 

Mar.  28  -  Plans  for  Spring  Duck  Census  -  Leader:  Ed  Ulrich.  Film  -  "The  Loonfs 
Necklace" . 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 


The  following  field  trips  are  on  Sundays. 

Feb.  12  -  Niagara  Loop  -  Leader?  Harold  Mitchell.  Meet  at  the  Peace  Bridge  at 
8:45  A.M.  on  the  American  side  or  at  9:00  A.M.  on  the  Canadian  side. 

Feb.  26  -  Allegany  State  park  -  Leader:  Winston  Brockner.  Meet  at  the  City  Hall 
at  8:00  A.M. 

March  4  -  Durant -Eastman  Park,  Rochester  -  Joint  trip  with  Genesee  Ornithological 
Society  -  details  later. 

March  18  -  Scott sville  and  Geneseo  Flats  -  Leader:  Fred  T.  Hall,  Meet  at 
University  Plaza  at  7:  30  A.M. 

March  25  -  Presque  Isle  -  Leader:  Jim  Braunbems.  Meet  at  the  City  Hall  at  7:00  AM 


Please  mail  your  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  third  day  of  the 
following  month  to  Cyril  T.  Wolf  ling,  Box  87,  Alden,  New  York 

EDITOR:  Ray  McCann,  59  Anderson  Place,  Buffalo  22,  New  York 

TREASURER:  Ray  Kirsch,  159  Pleasant  Ave.,  Hamburg,  New  York 
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published  Month ly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Socigt  K.w.Inc . 

Buffalo,  New  York 


THE  MONTH 

January  temperatures  averaged  nine-tenths  of  a  degree  below  normal.  It  was 
the  first  time  since  1945  that  the  maximum  temperature  was  under  40.  Precipitation 
was  near  normal.  In  spite  of  the  unusually  cold  winter,  the  number  of  Robins  has 
been  several  times  greater  than  usual.  The  Myrtle  Warbler  at  the  Youngstown 
Cemetery  has  apparently  been  surviving  on  red  cedar  berries.  January  was  primarily 
characterized  by  certain  irregular  visitors  from  the  North,  including  several  species 
of  the  "winter  finches."  Of  these  the  crossbills  aroused  the  greatest  interest, 
both  hinds  being  especially  common  in  Allegany  State  Park.  Evening  Grosbeaks  were 
widely  distributed.  A  total  of  24  Gray  Shrikes  were  officially  reported  from  points 
well-scattered  throughout  our  area*  On  the  lower  Niagara  River  at  Lewiston  Landing, 
a  musical  flock  of  Old-squaws,  whose  maximum  number  was  estimated  variously  at  from 
3,000  to  5,000,  will  not  soon  be  forgotten  by  those  who  saw  and  heard  it.  All  *b- 
servers  agreed  it  was  by  far  the  largest  flock  they  had  ever  seen.  There  is  no 
question  as  to  the  chief  ornithological  attraction  of  the  month.  In  fact,  this 
winter  is  likely  to  be  recalled  most  frequently  by  B.O.S.  members  as  the  one  in 
which  they  and  most  of  their  birding  friends  saw  the  two  Saw-whet  Owls  in  the 
Youngstown  Gemetery« 


ttLK‘ 

LIBRARY 


FE6  2  TlssJ 


Harold  H.  Axtell 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


Horned  Grebe 

J  an . 

7,15,24 

1,1,1 

Dunkirk 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

it 

1 

1 

Chaut .  Lake 

tt 

15 

1 

Celeron 

Gr.  Blue  Heron 

tt 

16 

2 

Quaker  Bridge 

n 

16 

4 

Buckhom  Is.St.Pk 

it 

22 

7 

Grand  Island 

Amer.  Bittern 

it 

2 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.St.Pk 

tt 

22 

1 

11  it  tt  tt 

Gadwall 

it 

2 

1 

Goat  Is. 

tt 

21,29 

1,1 

Forest  Lawn 

Pintail 

it 

1 

1 

Grand  Is. 

it 

2 

22 

Goat  Is. 

(8) 


Several  observers 

Robinson 

Beal 

Braunbems,  Nathan  etal 
Schaffner 
Ulrich  et  al 
Schaffner 
Rathbun,  Rew 
Schaffner 
Schaffner , Graham , 
Windsor,  Emersons, 
Brockner s 
Beardslee 
Schaffner 


W.  y  'i  '  • 


t 


I- 


r 


Pintail (cont ) 

Jan. 

15 

9 

Niagara  Falls 

Brockner 

II 

29 

14 

Grand  Is. 

Ulrichs 

Ring-necked  Duck 

M 

22 

1 

Grand  Is., East  Ri , 

Beardslee 

Lesser  Scaup 

II 

1 

3 

Grand  Is. 

Brockner s 

II 

2 

2 

Porter  pk;  ,N .Falls 

.  Schaffner 

II 

7 

1 

Chaut.  Lake 

Robinson 

II 

29 

27 

Niagara  River 

Ulrichs 

Ruddy  Duck 

II 

1 

1 

Gonewango  River, 

Bursewicz,  Robinson 

Jamestown 

S undell 

II 

22 

2 

Celeron 

Beal 

II 

28 

3 

Outlet  Chaut. Lake 

Parker 

Sharp- sh.  Hawk 

II 

2 

1 

Outlet  Chaut  .Lake 

Bursewicz 

II 

8 

1 

n  »i  it 

Robinson 

ll 

9 

l 

Hamb  urg 

Bacon 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

II 

18 

l 

Squaw  Is. 

Schaffner 

It 

24 

1 

Outlet  Chaut .Lake 

Bursewicz 

ll 

28 

1 

Alden 

Wolf ling 

Bald  Eagle 

ll 

22 

1 

Grand  Is. 

Ulrich  et  al 

Marsh  Hawk 

II 

22 

1 

ii  ii 

ii  ii  ii 

ll 

29 

1 

ii  ii 

Ulrichs,  Creighton 

Coot 

all 

month 

3-5 

Outlet  Chaut .Lake 

Beal,  Bursewicz, 

Robinson,  Siindell, 

Parker 

Glaucous  Gull 

it 

1 

1 

Motor  Is. 

Brockner 

ii 

2 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.St.Pk. 

Schaffner 

ti 

22 

1 

Lewi st  on 

Braunberns , Nathan, 

Schaffner 

Iceland  Gull 

it 

15 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Creighton,  Melberg 

ii 

29 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Ulrichs,Crei  ghton 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

ii 

1 

4000 

Grand  Is. 

Brockners 

ii 

8 

5oo 

Lewiston 

Schaffner  et  al 

ii 

15 

500 

Ft  .Erie,Nia.  Riv. , 

ont. 

Brockner 

Little  Gull 

it 

8 

2 

Lewi  ston 

Schaf finer  et  al 

Mourning  Dove 

ii 

1 

6 

Wilson 

Beardslee 

n 

2 

1 

Morgan  Pt.,0nt. 

Caul 

it 

15 

i 

Alfred 

McMurtry 

ii 

21 

3 

Ransomville 

Caul 

Snowy  owl 

n 

8 

1 

County  Line 

Schaffner  et  al 

h 

15 

1 

Breakwall  off 

Tifft  St. 

Creighton,  Melberg 

Barred  Owl 

n 

14 

1 

Chaut.  Lake 

Robinson 

Long-eared  Owl 

n 

8,29 

1,1 

Wilson 

Schaffner  et  al 

it 

18,22,29 

1,1,1 

Buckhorn  Is.St.Pk. 

Schaffner,  Ulrich  et  al 

Short -eared  Owl 

ii 

7 

1 

Whitehaven-Stony  Pt .  Schaffner,  Axtells, 

Rds . 

Nathan 

it 

18 

15 

Buc  khorn  I s . St . Pk . 

Schaffner 

ii 

22,2  9 

7,7 

Grand  Is. 

Ulrich  et  al 

Saw -whet  Owl 

ii 

2-29 

2 

Youngstown  Cem. 

many  observers 

Belted  Kingfisher 

ii 

29 

1 

Forest  Lawn 

Brockner 

Flicker 

it 

8 

1 

St.  Johns,  Ont. 

Salisbury 

ii 

29 

1 

Grand  Is. 

Ulrichs,  Creighton 

it 

29 

1 

Cast  ile 

Thompson 

Red-bellied  ^dpkr • 

it 

1-12 

1 

Belmont  (Feeder) 

Baker  rep.  McMurtry 

Rad-headed  Wdpkr. 

all 

month 

8  max. 

East  of  Ft.  Nia. 

several  observers 

Prairie  Horn.  Lark 

Jan.  • 

1 

5 

Riverside 

Robinson,  Bursewicz 

ii 

22 

12 

Grand  Is. 

Rew,Rathbun,  Verrill 

ii 

22 

4 

Humberstone ,0nt . 

Sali sburys 

n 

22 

5 

Cambria-Wilsan 

Schaffner, Nathai , 

Braunberns 


(9) 


Tufted  Titmouse 

Hermit  Thrush 
Gray  Shrike 


Myrtle  Warbler 
E.  Meadowlark 
Cowbird 

Evening  Grosbeak 

Purple  Pinch 

Common  Redpoll 
Pine  Siskin 

Goldfinch 

Red  Crossbill 


all 

month 

2 

'Well  svi  lie  (Feeder) 

Davies  repc  McMurtry 

J&n. 

7 

4 

Dunkirk  (Feeder) 

Meierhoffer,  rep,  Rew,  Caul 
Rathbun 

it 

7 

1 

it  it 

ii  u  ii  ii  ii 

ii 

1,14 

1,1 

Ellicott  Cr. 

Beard slee 

«t 

2,18 

1,1 

Buckhorn  Is.St.Pk. 

Schaffner 

m 

2 

1 

fhorold,  Ont. 

Salisbury 

ii 

7 

1 

Black  Creek  Twnshp 
Ont, 

. ,  Schaffner,  Axtells, 

Nathan 

ii 

7 

4 

Dunkirk  area 

Rew,  Rathbun,  Caul 

it 

8 

1 

Wilson 

Schaffner  et  al 

n 

8 

1 

Barker 

Brockners 

11 

16 

1 

Allegany  St.Pk, 

Schaffner  et  al 

n 

18 

1 

Nicht er  Rd Lancaster  Wolfling 

it 

21 

2 

Youngstown  Cem. 

Caul 

ii 

22 

1 

Grand  Is. 

Ulrich  et  al 

n 

24 

1 

Cassadaga 

Bursewicz 

ii 

26 

1 

W ell svi lie 

Kilsey  rep.  McMurtry 

ii 

29 

1,1 

Grand  Is., 

Ro  y  alt  on-Akr  on 

Ulrich,  Creighton 

ii 

29 

1 

Wainf leet ,  ont. 

Sali sb  urys 

it 

29 

1,1 

Wilson,  Youngstown 

Schaffner  et  al 

it 

21-29 

1 

Youngstown  Cem. 

many  observers 

it 

22 

3 

Grand  Is. 

Ulrich  et  al 

it 

25 

3 

lamest  own 

Robinson 

all 

month 

100 

max.  Frewsburg 

Sundell,  Robinson 

ti 

n 

25 

Cattara ugus 

Straub 

Jan . 

14 

26 

Audubon  Refuge  Java  Bacon  et  al 

ii 

15 

22 

Hamburg  (Feeders) 

Bacon 

ii 

15 

4 

Angola  area 

Creighton,  Melberg 

ii 

16 

13 

Allegany  St.Pk. 

Schaffner  et  al 

it 

19-50 

30  max,  Wellsville  area 

McMurtry 

it 

25 

4 

Allegany  St .Pk. 

Bursewicz,  Robinson, 

Rand el 

all 

month 

7 

Wellsville  (Feeder )Chenaults  rep.  McMurtry 

Jan. 

16 

1 

Allegany  St.Pk. 

Schaffner  et  al 

it 

21 

1 

Castile 

Thompson 

ii 

25,30 

2,4 

Allegany  St.Pk. 

Bursewicz ,Robinson,Randel 

it 

7 

3 

Dufferin  Is., Ont. 

Schaffner,  Nathan, Axtells 

ii 

8 

8 

Youngstown 

Schaffner  et  al 

ii 

16 

1 

Quaker  Bridge 

n  ii  ii 

ii 

1 

12 

Youngstown  Cem. 

Beard slee 

it 

7 

2 

Allegany  St.Pk. 

Robinson 

it 

8 

1 

Youngstown  Cem. 

Schaffner  et  al 

it 

16 

2 

Allegany  St .He. 

Schaffner 

ti 

15 

4 

Creekside  Dr., 
Niagara  Falls 

Heilborn 

ii 

18 

2 

W ell svi lie 

McMurtry 

n 

21 

3 

Youngstown  Cem. 

Caul 

u 

29 

3 

Grand  Is, 

Ulrichs,  Creighton 

ti 

29 

1 

Can. shore  L.Erie 

Caul 

it 

1 

6 

Jamestown 

Robinson 

n 

8 

4 

Ft •  Ni agara 

Brockner 

it 

8 

65 

Youngstown  Cem. 

Schaffner  et  al 

tt 

15 

50 

North  Pelhan,Ont. 

Salisburys 

it 

22 

60 

Youngstown  Cem. 

Schaffner ,Braunberns, Nathan 

ii 

29 

50 

ii  ii 

Caul 

n 

7 

85 

Allegany  St.Pk. 

Robinson,  Sundell 

it 

16 

6o 

ii  n  u 

Schaffner  et  al 

n 

25 

3 

ii  ii  ii 

Bursewicz, Robinson, Randel 

n 

30 

35 

ii  ii  n 

1  1  a'. 

Bursewicz 

White-w,  Crossbill 

Jan.  7 

15 

Allegany  St.Pk. 

Robinson,  Sundell 

"  8 

8 

Youngstown  Cem. 

Schaffner  et  al 

"  16 

55 

Allegany  St.Pk. 

«i  ti  it 

«  21 

40 

Youngstown  Cem. 

Caul 

.1  25 

65 

Allegany  St.Pk. 

Bursewicz,  Rob  in  son , Rand el 

"  26 

5 

Chestnut  Ridge 

Bacon , Cogge  sh  al 1 s 

”  29 

2 

Grand  Is. 

Ulrichs,  Creighton 

"  30 

2 

Allegany  St.Pk. 

Bursewicz 

Wh.-th.  Sparrow 

all  month 

Hamburg  (Feeder) 

Avery 

Jan .  2 

1 

tt  H 

Bacon 

Snow  Bunting 

"  7 

60 

Dunkirk  area 

Rew,  Caul,  Rathbun 

»  8 

50 

County  Line 

Schaffner  et  al 

*'  14 

75 

Chaut.  Lake 

Robinson 

"  14 

55 

Wellsville 

McMurtry 

"  16 

100 

Gowanda 

Schaffner  et  al 

Also  observed  in  the  area  for  January  wore  B.-cr.  Night  Heron,  Mallard,  Biack 
Duck,  Redhead,  Canvas-back,  Greater  Scaup,  Amer.  Golden-eye,  Buff le-head ,  Old-squaw 
Hooded  Merganser,  Amer.  Merganser,  Red-br.  Merganser,  Red-tailed  Hawk,  Rough-leg. 
Hawk,  Sparrow  Hawk,  Ruffed  Grouse,  Pheasant,  Gt .  Black-b.  Gull,  Herring  Gull, 
Screech  Owl,  Ring-b.  Gull,  Great  Horned  Owl,  pileated  Woodpecker,  Hairy  Woodpecker , 
Downy  Woodpecker,  Blue  Jay,  Crow,  Black-c.  Chickadee,  VJhite-br.  Nuthatch,  Red-br. 
Nuthatch,  Brown  Creeper,  Robin,  Golden-cr.  Kinglet,  Cedar  ^axwing,  Starling,  House 
Sparrow,  Cardinal,  Slate-col.  Junco,  Tree  Sparrow,  Song  Sparrow.  Total  Species 
and  Subspecies  observed  in  January  -  84. 

Errat  urn: 

Red-headed  Wdpkr.  Nov.  6  1  Ft.  Niagara  Schaffner  et  al 

should  read  ’Wilson 


SPAIN  -  A  BEGINNING 

This  is  a  land  of  wide  fertile  plains,  bleak  mesas,  mysterious  canyon-like 
valleys,  rugged  bare  sierras,  and  palm  oases  nestled  in  barren  wastes.  There  is  a 
singular  strange  beauty,  a  silence,  and  a  haughty  grandeur  in  its  austere  vastness 
under  a  magnificent  endless  sky. 

Not  far  from  the  provincial  town  of  Igualada  in  the  coastal  uplands  of  north¬ 
eastern  Spain,  rises  the  Sierra  de  Montserrat;  its  lower  slopes  are  clothed  with 
maquis  thickets  and  forests  of  peculiar  flat-topped  umbrella  pines.  This  huge 
uplift  extends  for  several  miles  in  a  curving  easterly  direction  and  dominates  the 
rough  eroded  Catalonian  landscape.  Towering  to  four  thousand  feet  above  sea  level, 
weathered  into  rounded  pinnacles  and  turreted  gray  rock  masses,  these  mountains 
present  a  sheer  face  of  imposing  proportions.  We  made  camp  for  the  night  by  a 
quiet  stream  at  the  base  of  this  massive  wall.  A  short  distance  away  was  an 
escarpment  several  hundred  feet  in  height  with  bushes  and  medium  sized  pines  cling¬ 
ing  to  its  numerous  clefts  and  narrow  ledges.  As  the  evening  light  faded  and  the 
rising  full  moon  began  to  flood  our  surroundings  with  its  soft  brilliance,  we 
heard  a  deep  double-noted  hooting  coming  from  the  evergreens  above.  We  scrutinized 
the  cliff  face  with  our  binoculars,  gave  the  same  call,  and  presently  caught  sight 
of  a  large  dark  silhouette  gliding  down  to  a  lower  outcrop.  This  huge  Eagle  owl 
preys  on  birds  and  animals  as  large  as  hares  and  Capercaillies;  it  loves  the  soli¬ 
tude  of  such  wild  places  as  these  craggy  mountains. 

As  the  eastern  sky  brightened  and  a  long  curtain  of  mist  trailed  out  from  the 
lofty  battlements,  a  rapid  two-noted  song  issued  loudly  from  some  dense  bushes 
along  a  tributary  of  our  stream.  Close  looking  located  a  plump  little  Stonechat 
with  black  head  and  throat,  broad  white  half-collar,  and  underparts  of  rich  chest¬ 
nut.  Another  small  bird  with  ash  gray  apperparts,  red  eyes,  white  moustachial 
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stripes,  and  pinkish-brown  throat  and  breast  was  feeding  in  the  cistus  by  the  road¬ 
side,  This  Subalpine  Warbler  was  the  first  identified  of  several  new  species  of 
warblers  we  hoped  to  find  in  our  travels  through  this  intriguing  land. 

In  fine  weather  we  drove  slowly  southward  along  the  coast  of  the  Mediterranean ; 
the  gradually  increasing  heat  was  somewhat  mitigated  by  the  persistent  sea  breeze. 
Our  course  took  us  through  the  old  city  of  Tarragona,  past  the  extensive  rice  fields 
in  the  delta  of  the  Rio  Ebro,  and  beneath  the  huge  grim  ruins  of  the  fortress  above 
historic  Sagunto.  We  entered  the  province  of  Valencia,  in  this  warm  arid  land, 
olive  orchards  stretched  into  the  distance,  and  low  mountains  appeared  dimly 
through  the  heat  haze.  The  deep  green  of  the  many  orange  groves  and  the  pale 
yellow-brown  of  the  late  summer  corn  fields  created  a  pleasant  contrast  with  the 
somber  colors  of  this  dusty  sunbathed  region.  Chestnut -capped  W0odchat  Shrikes 
perched  along  the  roadside  wires,  and  the  sweet  liquid  notes  of  Crested  Larks 
could  be  heard  on  all  sides.  Many  two-wheeled  tandem  donkey  carts,  sometimes  drawn 
by  as  many  as  five  of  the  comical  animals,  creaked  and  rattled  along  the  winding 
roads  and  congested  the  narrow  streets  of  the  smaller  villages.  With  their  owners 
often  sound  asleep,  these  animals  stepped  steadily  forwqrd  without  guidance  as 
though  they  knew  exactly  the  route  to  their  destination. 

Near  a  high  promontory  of  the  Sierra  de  Corbera  we  perceived  a  small  flock  of 
black  corvine  birds  wheeling  in  the  sky.  As  some  of  them  alighted  in  a  field  near¬ 
by,  we  observed  the  long  curved  red  bills  and  red  legs  of  the  gregarious  Chough,  a 
local  resident  of  rugged  coastal  regions  and  inland  mountains.  As  wo  ascended  into 
the  Sierra  de  Bernina,  the  terrain  became  rougher  and  more  barren;  the  road  followed 
switchbacks  throggh  tunnels  in  seamed  eroded  cliffs  of  varied  formations  and  beauti¬ 
ful  shades  of  brown  and  gray.  In  order  to  conserve  precious  water  during  the 
summer,  terraces  were  cut  into  the  lesser  slopes  of  the  hills,  and  olive  trees  and 
grape  vines  here  grew  in  profusion.  The  long  spiked  leaves  and  tall  blooms  of 
agaves  appeared  in  increasing  numbers.  Around  a  bend  in  the  road  we  saw  before  us 
the  Penon  de  Ifach,  a  rock  emerging  like  a  gigantic  fang  from  the  calm  blue  water 
of  the  Mediterranean  Sea.  Enhanced  by  a  background  of  billowy  white  cumulus  clouds, 
this  great  bulk,  with  serrated  walls  plunging  over  a  thousand  feet  to  the  water  be¬ 
low,  presented  a  fine  sight.  Inland,  fig  trees  and  palms  were  much  in  eviden  ce 

along  the  roads  and  arouhd  the  white-walled  buildings  of  picturesque  towns  -  - 
Elche,  Totana,  Albatera.  The  resemblance  of  some  of  this  country  to  arid  sections 
of  the  Mexican  highlands  was  quite  striking;  this,  together  with  the  language  and 
appearance  of  the  inhabitants,  brought  nostalgic  memories  of  that  familiar  North 
American  land.  There  were  few  birds  to  be  seen  in  the  heat  of  mid-day,  but  Black¬ 
eared  Wheatears  flow  about  the  stony  slopes  showing  their  white  rumps,  black  wings 
and  facial  patches,  and  buffy  backs.  Just  beyond  the  small  town  of  Sorbas  we  en¬ 
joyed  the  aerial  evolutions  of  the  rapid-flying  Alpine  Swifts.  They  were  large 
pale-brown  birds  with  white  bellies  and  dark  breast  bands.  In  several  small  marsh- 
bordered  ponds  along  the  coast  beyond  Almeria,  Coots  and  Moorhens  paddled  among 
the  water  plants  and  Little  Terns  called  shrilly  overhead.  A  lone  duck  near  the 
reed  edge  attracted  our  attention  and  we  were  surprised  to  see  that  it  was  a 
beautiful  deep  mahogany  color  on  head  and  body.  The  southern  coast  of  Spain  is  one 
of  the  few  areas  in  western  Europe  where  this  Ferruginous  Duck  breeds.  As  the  day¬ 
light  began  to  disappear,  we  prepared  to  camp  near  the  lighthouse  on  Cabo  Sacratif 
and  paused  to  gaze  atohile  at  the  Sierra  Nevada  looming  darkly  to  the  north.  The 
Pico  de  Mulhacen  in  this  great  range  thrusts  over  eleven  thousand  feet  into  the  sky 
and  is  the  highest  mountain  in  Spain,  The  faint  tinkling  of  bells  from  a  goat  herd 
on  the  hillside  above  and  the  plaintive  calls  of  two  Little  Owls  marked  a  fitting 
close  to  a  satisfying  day. 

For  some  minutes  the  next  morning  we  watched  a  Rufous  Warbler  flicking  its 
long  red-brown  tail  and  uttering  a  sharp  call  note.  This  slim,  some-what  thrush¬ 
like  warbler  was  so  tame  that  it  allowed  us  to  approach  closely  without  taking 
alarm.  In  the  Sierra  Nevada  we  noticed  a  bird  flying  among  the  rocks.  Its  white 
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rump  and  tail  sides  stood  out  sharply  against  tha  glossy  black  of  the  rest  of  its 
plumage  and  marked  it  as  a  Black  Wheat ear.  Several  flocks  of  the  brilliantly 
feathered  Bee-eaters  sailed  over  an  olive  grove.  We  were  to  delight  in  these  in¬ 
teresting  birds  on  many  other  occasions. 

For  over  four  centuries  much  of  this  vast  peninsula  felt  the  profound  influence 
of  the  virile  races  of  the  Moslems;  the  traces  they  left  are  often  to  be  found  in 
the  architecture  and  customs  of  the  people  of  Spain.  There  are  few  places  where 
the  rich  blending  of  these  ancient  cultures  is  more  evident  than  in  colorful 
Granada  in  the  heart  of  storied  Andalucia.  We  spent  a  memorable  day  here  before 
setting  out  on  the  second  phase  of  an  adventure  that  was  proving  to  be  a  fascina¬ 
ting  and  rewarding  experience. 


Patricia  and  Bob  Andrle 


SANCTUARY  FUND 


Since  the  last  issue  of  the  Prothonotary  additional  contributions  have  been 
received  from; 

Mary  Louise  Emerson 
Constance  Kogel 
Bernard  Nathan 
Marjorie  Straub 
Alice  and  Edward  Ulrich 

The  Committee  gratefully  acknowledges  these  contributions. 

The  fund  now  has  $635  and  is  approaching  our  goal  of  $1000. 

Axel  Heilborn 


PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 

Regular  meetings  are  in  the  Humboldt  Room  of  the  Buffalo  Mhseum  of  Science  at 
8;00  P.  M.  on  Wednesdays. 

March  14  -  "Bonaventure  Holiday”  -  Moving  Picture  -  Speaker;  Penelope  Hermes  Weigel 
March  28  -  plans  for  April  Bird  Count  -  Leader;  Edward  Ulrich  .  ’’Loons  Necklace” 
FILM  from  National  Film  Board,  Ottawa,  Canada. 

April  11  -  Moving  Pictures  by  Fred  Hall.  Plans  for  Wilson  Club  Meeting 
April  25  -  Warbler  Songs  and  Cornell  Recordings  -  Speaker;  Edward  Seeber,  Report 
of  April  Bird  Count  -  Leader;  Edward  Ulrich 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 


The  following  field  trips  are  on  Sundays. 

March  18  -  Scottsville  &  Geneseo  Flats  -  Leader:  Fred  Hall,  Meet  at  University 
Plaza  at  7; 30  A.M. 

March  25  -  Presque  Isle  -  Leader:  Jim  Braunberns.  Meet  at  the  City  Hall  at  7:00  AM 
April  8  -  April  Bird  Count  -  Leader;  Edward  Ulrich,  193  LaSalle  Ave.,  Buffalo  14,  NY 

Phone  (PA.  8896) 

April  15  -  Sinks  and  oak  Orchard  -  Leader;  Heather  Thorpe.  Meet  at  University 

Plaza  at  7:00  A.M. 

April  22  -  Braddocks  Bay  -  Leader;  Mary  Louise  Emerson.  Meet  at  University  Plaza 

at  7;30  A.M. 

April  29  -  Wilson  Ornithological  Club  Field  Trip.  Leader;  Fred  Hall.  Details  later. 
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BIRD  LENGTHS 


In  most  species  of  birds  of  our  region  the  male  and  female  have  approximately 
the  same  length.  The  exceptions  are  listed  below.  The  lengths  are  in  inches  and 
are  average  lenghts  from  the  tip  of  the  bill  to  the  end  of  the  tail. 


Species 

Male 

Female 

Species 

Male 

Female 

Length 

Length 

Length 

Length 

Pintail 

27 

21| 

Bald  Eagle 

54 

36 

Old- squaw 

21 

16 

Marsh  Hawk 

19 

22 

Goshawk 

21 

25 

peregrine  F. 

17 

19 

Sharp -sh.  Hawk 

11 

13 

Pigeon  Hawk 

10 

13 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

16 

18 

Sparrow  Hawk 

9g 

11 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

2°S? 

22 

phea sant 

33 

20| 

Red-sh.  Hawk 

20 

22 

Turkey 

48 

36 

Broad-w,  Hawk 

13 

17 

Great  H.  Owl 

— 

much 

Rough-1.  Hawk 

20 

23 

larger 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that,  of  the  species  listed  above,  all  but  one  occur  in 
the  first  quarter  of  our  Field  Check  List  -  and  that,  for  all  but  four,  the  females 
are  longer  than  the  males.  The  dimensions  Eire  taken  from  ’’Audubon  Bird  Guide”  and 
"Audubon  Water  Bird  Guide"  by  Richard  H.  Pough. 


NOTE: 

Bob  Hermes  writes  from  Floras  Moradas,  a  35,000  acre  ranch  in  central 
Venezuela,  where  he  has  photographed  over  70  species  of  birds,  7  mammals,  and 
numerous  insects,  reptiles,  etc. 


NOTE: 

The  prothonotary  Staff  is  anxious  to  finish  the  April  issue  in  time  for  dis¬ 
tribution  at  the  Wilson  Ornithological  Club  Banquet  on  April  2  7*  Please  mail  your 
March  records  as  early  as  possible  (and  not  later  than  April  3)  to  Cyril  T. 

Wolf ling,  Box  87,  Alden,  New  York. 


EDITOR:  Ray  McCann,  39  Anderson  Place,  Buffalo  22,  New  York 
TREASURER:  Ray  Kirsch,  139  Pleasant  Avenue,  Hamburg,  New  York 
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Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society,  Inc » 

Buffalo,  New  Yo r k 


THE  MONTH 


February  temperatures  averaged  3.6  degrees  above  the  mean,  and  precipitation 
was  two-thirds  of  an  inch  above  normal.  These  conditions  do  not  appear  to  have 
affected  the  bird  world  much.  At  least  a  few  Bonaparte’s  Gulls  remained  throughout 
the  month*  The  two  Saw-whet  Owls  and  the  Myrtle  Warbler  continued  to  be  seen  at  the 
Youngstown  Cemetery,  Two  Mockingbirds  and  a  number  of  Titmice  have  been  regular 
visitors  most  of  the  winter  at  feeding  stations  in  the  southern  part  of  our  area* 

In  February  the  number  of  Redpolls  reported  increased  greatly,  and  some  unusually 
large  flocks  of  Snow  Buntings  ?/ere  seen* 


Harold  H.  Axtell 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


*  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  year 


Horned  Grebe 

Feb 

•all  month 

.  3-5 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Stanley  et  al 

Gadwall 

tt 

16 

1 

Grand  Is.-N.  Falls 

Coggeshall 

it 

22 

1 

Forest  Lawn 

Mitchell 

n 

25 

1 

Beaver  Is*St*  Pk* 

Schaffner  et  al 

Ring-necked  Duck 

it 

25 

1 

Beaver  Is. St, Pic* 

Schaffner,  Brownsteins 

*White«-W4  Scoter 

tt 

12 

15 

Niag.  River-L.  Ont, 

Mitchell  et  al 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

it 

18 

2 

Oak  Orchard 

Schaffner,  Nathan 

Bald  Eagle 

tt 

9 

1 

Beaver  Is.St.Pk* 

Coggeshall 

tt 

25,26 

1,1 

it  tt  tt  tt 

Schaffner  et  al 

Marsh  Hawk 

tt 

12 

1 

Oak  Orchard 

Brockner 

tt 

17 

1 

Sherbrooke  Twnshp.,Ont 

.  Schaffner,  Filor 

it 

26 

2 

Mode It own 

Schaffner  et  al 

Coot 

tt 

all  month 

5 

Dunkirk  harbor 

Stanley 

it 

5 

1 

Niagara  Gorge 

Schaffner , Nathan , 
Woldman 

tt 

11,12 

1,1 

tt  <» 

Mitchell  et  al 

Glaucous  Gull 

tt 

25 

1 

Beaver  Is.St*Pk* 

Schaffner  et  al 

tt 

26 

1 

Youngstown 

tt  tt  tt 

Iceland  Gull 

tt 

9 

1 

Tifft  St.-N.  Falls 

Coggeshall 

B onapa rt e  ’  s  Gull 

tt 

5 

15 

Queenston,  Ont. 

Schaffner /Woldman, 
Nathan 
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Bonaparte !s  Gull 

Feb 

.  9  9 

Tifft  St.-N.  Falls 

Coggeshall 

n 

25  2 

Ferry  Village 

Schaffner  et  al 

« 

26  5 

Young stown 

ii  it  ii 

Mourning  Dove 

tt 

4  1 

California  Rd.-Rt.20A 

Verrill 

I! 

12  1 

Oak  Orchard 

Brockner 

It 

18  1 

Alabama 

Schaffner,  Nathan 

II 

27  1 

Wellsville 

McMurtry 

Snowy  Owl 

II 

19  2 

Tifft  St. 

Schaffner,  Thorpe, Nathan 

II 

25  1 

Fuhrmann  Blvd. 

Schaffner  et  al 

Long-eared  Owl 

II 

5  1 

Buckhorn  Is.St.Fk. 

Woldman 

11 

12  1 

Wilson 

Mitchell  et  al 

It 

12  6 

Long  Beach, Ont. 

Caul 

It 

17  1 

Morgan  Pt.,0nt. 

Filor,  rep.  Schaffner 

11 

24  2 

Alden 

Wolfling 

Short-eared  Owl 

11 

5  10 

Buckhorn  Is.St.Pk. 

Schaffner , Nathan, 

Woldman 

It 

17  1 

Morgan  Ft., Ont. 

Filor,  rep.  Schaffner 

11 

25  15 

Buckhorn  Is.St.Pk. 

Schaffner  et  al 

Saw-whet  Owl 

11 

12  2 

Youngstown.  Cem. 

Mitchell  et  al 

It 

26  2 

"  it  it 

Schaffner  et  al 

Flicker 

It 

12  1 

Me Nab,  Ont. 

Mitchell  et  al 

Red-headed  BFdpkr  • 

11 

26  3 

Young stown 

Schaffner  et  al 

*N •  Horned  Lark 

11 

24  1 

Wellsville 

McMurt  r y 

Tufted  Titmouse 

11 

all  mo-  3 

Wellsville  (Feeder) 

Davies,  rep,  McMurtry 

11 

5  1 

Dunkirk 

Brockner,  Schober 

11 

19  3 

”  (Clark1 s  Feeder) 

Schober  et  al,  rep. 

Schaffner 

♦Carolina  Wren 

11 

10-22  1 

Hamburg  (Feeder) 

Avery 

♦Mockingbird 

all  month  1 

Dunkirk  (Koch  feeder) 

many  observers 

tt 

"  1 

New  Leon  (Kuhn  feeder) 

ii  ii 

Hermit  Thrush 

it 

1-5  1 

Dunkirk 

Meierhofer,  Clark,  rep, 
Stanley 

Gray  Shrike 

it 

5  1 

Black  Creek  Twnshp.,Ont.  Schaffner , Nathan, 

Woldman 

ti 

12  1 

Youngstown  Cem, 

Mitchell  et  al 

ii 

15  1 

Alden 

Wolfling 

ti 

18  1,1 

Stafford !s  Pond, Ala. 

Schaffner,  Nathan 

it 

19  1,1 

Sturgeon  Pt Versailles  Schaffner , Nathan, Thorpe, 

Braunberns 

it 

19,26  1,1 

New  Leon 

Brockner s,  Ulrichs 

ii 

19  1 

Jamestown 

Elderlcin 

Myrtle  Warbler 

ii 

19  1 

Young  storm  Cem. 

Caul 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

ii 

18  1 

Bar  re 

Schaffner,  Nathan 

♦Red-w,  Blackbird 

it 

27  75 

Belmont 

McMurt r y 

Evening  Grosbeak 

ail  month  25-50 

Wellsville 

ii 

ti 

”  80  max . 

Hamburg 

Bacon 

H 

n  50 

Belmont 

Baker,  rep.  McMurtry 

II 

7  1 

Jamestown 

Elderkin 

11 

8  100 

E •  Aurora 

McCann,  Creighton 

11 

21  30 

Jamestown 

Burgeson,  rep.  Parker 

Purple  Finch 

all  month  4 

Wellsville 

McMurt  ry 

ii 

25  1 

Buckhorn  Is.St.Pk. 

Brownstein,  rep. Schaffner 

Common  Redpoll 

ii 

5  1 

Duffer in  Is., Ont. 

Woldman,  rep.  Schaffner 

ti 

12  40 

Oak  Orchard 

Brockner 

n 

12  5 

Me  Nab., Ont. 

Mitchell  et  al 

ii 

18  100 

Barre 

Schaffner,  Nathan 

ii 

26  30 

Allegany  St.Pk* 

Brockner  et  al 

ti 

28  15 

Armor 

Bacon, Mitchell, 

Coggeshall  et  al 
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Corn- on  Redpoll 

Feb 

.  29 

(con’t ,) 

it 

29 

Pine  Siskin 

tt 

5 

tt 

11,12 

tt 

15 

tt 

19 

Goldfinch 

tt 

12 

it 

17 

tt 

18 

Red  Crossbill 

it 

17 

tt 

19 

White-w,  Crossbill 

tt 

11 

tt 

15 

tt 

17 

tt 

19 

tt 

26 

Wh , -t  h .  S pa  r  r  ow 

tt 

1 

all 

month 

*Lnpland  Long spur 

tt 

17 

tt 

19 

tt 

28 

Snow  Bunting 

tt 

5 

tt 

12 

it 

13 

tt 

15 

tt 

18 

tt 

19 

tt 

20 

tt 

20-29 

tt 

22 

tt 

23 

tt 

28,29 

Addendum  -  Glaucous  Gull 


7  Alden 

l(dead)  Remus  Pt. 


7 

Duffer in  Is.,0nt, 

1,1 

Young stown  Cem. 

14 

Alden 

48 

Cascade  Pk, 

11 

O.ue  ens  t  on ,  Ont  • 

1 

Morgan  Ft., Ont. 

10 

Barre 

4 

Long  Beach, Ont. 

6 

Dunkirk 

4 

Youngstown  Cem. 

50 

North  Boston 

10 

Long  Beach, Ont. 

30 

Cascade  Pk. 

2 

Allegany  St.Pk. 

1 

Jamestown 

1 

Hamburg  (feeder) 

2 

Sherbrooke  Twnshp 

3 

Silver  Creek 

3 

A,rmor 

50 

J  ame  st  own 

615 

Oak  Orchard 

91 

A.lden 

20 

Attica 

3 

Alabama 

1000 

Silver  Creek 

200 

Alden 

200-300 

Elma 

152 

Alden 

150 

Wellsville 

3000 

Armor 

Jan.  10-20  1  Dunkirk 


Wo 1 fling 

Taylor,  rep,  Parker 
Schaffner,  Wo Idman, Nathan 
Mitchell  et  al 
Wolfling 

Brockners,  Ulrich 
Mitchell  et  al 
Schaffner 
Schaffner,  Nathan 
Schaffner,  Filor 
Schaffner ,Braunberns, 
Nathan, Thorpe 
Mitchell  et  al 
Daniel,  rep.  Bacon 
Schaffner,  Filor 
Brockners,  Ulrichs 
Brockners  et  al 
Parker 
Avery 

nt  •  Schaffner,  Filor 
Schaffner, Nathan, 

Thorpe,  Braunberns 
Bacon, Mitchell , 

Coggeshall  et  al 
Moon  rep.  Parker 
Brockner 

tt 

tt 

Schaffner,  Nathan 
Schaffner , Nathan, 

Thr ope , Braunberns 
Wolfling 
Coggeshall 
Brockner 
McMurtry 
Bacon, Mitchell, 

Coggeshall  et  al 

Harbor  Stanley 


Species  previously  recorded 
Additional  species  and  subspecies 

recorded  in  February 
Total  species  and  sub-species  to  date 


84 

6 

90 


SPAIN  -  THE  SOUTH 


The  sun  was  a  blazing  orb  in  the  cloudless  sky  of  the  Andalusian  high  country* 
Before  noon  the  mercury  crept  to  near  the  one  hundred  degree  mark  as  the  bleak 
mountains  effectually  blocked  the  sea  breeze.  This  warm  air  and  brilliant  sun  were 
a  welcome  experience  after  the  cool  weather  and  persistent  cloudiness  of  the  Rhine 
Valley,  Set  against  the  browns  and  grays  of  the  dusty  dry  hills  the  white  buildings 
and  dark  staring  glassless  windows  in  the  little  town  of  Loja  presented  a  sombre 
picture.  Above  a  valley  bordered  by  a  high  rock  escarpment  more  than  sixty  great 
African  vultures  xvero  gyrating  like  a  huge  pinwheol;  they  were  so  high  that  they 
appeared  as  more  specks  in  the  blue  vault  of  the  sky.  Slowly  they  wheeled,  rising 
ever  higher  until  they  passed  to  the  westward  beyond  our  vision.  We  were  unable  to 
identify  them  as  to  species  but  the  first  sight  of  these  magnificent  birds  gave 
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fresh  impetus  to  our  study  of  the  avifauna  of  this  new  and  different  land.  Then 
to  the  east  we  noticedtwo  large  whitish  birds  gliding  above  the  rimrock.  The  teles¬ 
cope  revealed  their  very  long  pointed  black  and  white  wings  and  wedge-shaped  white 
tails#  They  were  Egyptian  Vultures,  the  smallest  of  the  four  species  which  inhabit 
the  mountains  and  high  plains  of  the  Iberian  Peninsula.  Later,  in  close  observation, 
we  noted  the  bare  yellowish  skin  of  the  adult  Egyptian1 s  face  and  throat  and  the 
varying  shades  of  whit ish-br own  of  the  immatures*  plumage. 

Beyond  Malaga  the  road  skirted  the  Mediterranean  through  sandy  grass-covered 
hills  along  narrow  beaches.  A  group  of  eight  small  sandpipers  on  the  shore  proved 
to  be  Sanderlings  in  changing  plumages.  Then  we  picked  cut  several  squat  slow- 
moving  shorebirds  feeding  on  a  rocky  point.  Npon  approaching  we  saw  the  orange  legs 
and  diagnostic  patterns  of  cur  well  known  Turnstones.  This  species  ranges  widely  on 
the  continent,  nests  in  Scandinavia,  and  often  summers  on  west  European  c#asts. 

Near  the  town  of  Estepcna  we  paused  to  scrutinize  the  maquis-clothed  lower  slopes 
of  the  Sierra  Bermeja,  A  number  of  swallows  vrere  skimming  over  these  hills,  and  at 
first  glance  they  appeared  similar  to  our  Barn  Swallows,  but  their  dark  forked  tails, 
huffy  rumps,  and  chestnut  napes  and  eye  stripes  indicated  they  v/ere  Red-rumped 
Swallows,  a  species  which  nests  only  here  and  in  the  Balkan  countries.  At  that 
moment  chattering  calls  attracted  our  attention  to  some  slightly  larger  swallow- 
like  birds,  which  were  coursing  to  and  fro  over  the  sun-baked  land.  We  watched 
these  graceful  Pratincoles  for  some  time  and  noted  their  deeply  forked  black  tails. 
White  rumps,  olive  brown  upper-parts,  and  bright  chestnut  axillaries,  Now  and  then 
as  they  swooped  closer  in  their  insect  hawking  we  could  plainly  see  their  slightly 
down-curved  bills  and  buffy  white  under part s . 

Beyond  the  village  of  Gaudiaro  we  entered  a  cork  forest.  The  trees  were  rather 
widely  spaced  and  of  medium  size  with  thick  deep-fissured  bark  and  gnarled  trunks 
and  branches.  On  the  greound  in  this  forest  grew  a  low  dusty  bush  vegetation 
possessing  small  pale-colored  leaves  with  hard  and  shiny  shrfaces.  In  such  Medi¬ 
terranean  type  scrub  forests  woody  parts  are  more  prominent  than  the  foliage,  and 
both  are  adapted  to  retain  the  maximum  moisture  during  the  summer  drought  which  is 
characteristic  of  this  climate.  Here  we  found  familiar  Great  Tits,  the  diminutive 
Blue  Tits,  and  White-throats  (Svlviidae),  as  well  as  the  now  common  Bee-eaters.  A 
pleasing  find  were  three  small  gray  warblers  with  black  heads,  bright  red  eye-rings 
and  prominent  white  outer  feathers  on  their  dark  graduated  tails.  As  we  watched 
these  Sardinian  Warblers,  a  thin  high-pitched  cry  made  us  look  up  to  see  a  beautiful 
Booted  Eagle  gliding  low  over  the  tree  tops.  This  small  and  slender  eagle  was  in 
light  phase  and  showed  white  wing  linings,  dark  flight  feathers-  and  pale  reddish 
head.  It  is  a  fairly  common  forest  bird  through  southern  and  eastern  Spain  and 
derives  its  name  from  its  heavily  feathered  tarsi, 

A  short  distance  north  of  the  town  of  La  Linea,  almost  within  sight  of  Gibral¬ 
tar,  a  herd  of  cows  grazed  on  the  sun-browned  terrain.  About  twenty  Cattle  Egrets, 
also  known  here  as  Buff-backed  Herons,  stalked  along  the  ground  or  perched  immobile 
on  nearby  fence  posts.  They  are  vagrants  to  most  of  Europe  and  nest  on  the  *ontin- 
ent  only  in  south  Spain  and  Portugal, 

In  the  Sierra  de  las  Utreras  near  the  heat-dulled  ports  of  Algeciras  and  Tarifa, 
we  gazed  for  a  while  across  the  Strait  of  Gibraltar  at  the  misty  hills  of  Africa. 
Egyptian  Vultures  soared  effortlessly  in  the  hot  still  air,  and  we  were  elated  to 
see  our  first  Griffon  Vultures;  these  wonderful  flyers  are  huge  birds  with  very  long 
black  wings,  down-covered  heads  and  necks,  and  large  whitish  neck  ruffs.  An  im¬ 
pression  of  size  could  be  imagined  when  we  remembered  that  their  wingspread  was 
almost  twice  that  of  our  Turkey  Vultures.  These  Griffons  breed  sociably  in  caves  and 
on  rocky  ledges  in  remote  mountains  through  all  but  the  northern  coast  of  the  penin¬ 
sula.  Then  with  our  binoculars  we  noticed  a  group  of  thirteen  large  birds  coming 
with  rather  slow  wingbeats  low  over  the  strait  from  the  Moroccan  coast.  Sighting 
the  telescope  on  them  as  they  drew  nearer  we  saw  that  they  were  largely  white  with 
black  flight  feathers,  long  red  legs  and  lengthy  extended  necks.  These  were  the 
fabled  Tihite  Storks,  a  very  interesting  species  with  which  we  had  become  quite 

(18) 


familiar  in  the  more  northerly  countries. 


Rising  in  the  high  Sierra  de  Segura  northeast  of  Granada,  the  Rio  Guadalquivir 
follows  an  irregular  southwesterly  course  through  a  broad  valley  of  luxuriant  corn 
fields,  olive  groves  and  vineyards.  Its  brown-colored  flood  pa.  sses  under  the 
ancient  Roman  bridge  and  flows  by  the  ruined  Moorish  mills  at  famous  Cordoba  until, 
after  two  hundred  and  fifty  meandering  miles,  it  reaches  the  great  city  of  Seville. 
In  the  forty  miles  of  low  lying  land  south  of  this  city  the  Guadalquivir  is  joined 
by  the  smaller  Guadiamar  and  finally  discharges  its  waters  into  the  Atlantic 
twenty  miles  north  of  the  renowned  seaport  of  Cadiz,  There  are  now  extensive  rice 
fields  in  the  wet  lev/  land  of  this  delta,  but  the  fifty  miles  from  Jerez  de  la 
Front era  northwest  to  Kuelva  are  still  a  mid  area  of  pine,  marshland  and  ponds 
where  birds  are  abundant.  Many  Little  Egrets  and  Herons  hunted  along  the  water¬ 
courses  and  the  ditches,  which  bordered  the  waving  green  rice  fields.  In  one  muddy 
spot  we  were  delighted  to  see  several  Pratincoles  and  admired  their  clean  trim 
appearance,  the  delicate  cream  color  of  their  throats,  and  the  fine  blending  of 
clive -brown  and  buff  in  their  body  plumage.  While  we  studied  them  at  close  range, 
we  perceived  a  small  stocky  heron  motionless  on  the  ground  at  the  edge  of  the  reeds. 
Still  another  perched  on  the  post  of  an  old  fence  farther  away.  Their  backs  and 
heads  were  dark  brown  and  their  breasts  bore  wide  brown  streaks.  The  white  wings  of 
one  stood  out  as  it  flew  up  to  a  post.  They  were  immature  Squacco  Herons.  This  is 
a  rather  solitary  species,  and  the  adult  is  similar  to  the  Cattle  Egret  but  is 
browner  with  dark-tipped  horn  or  greenish  bill  and  greenish  legs. 

Another  interesting  bird  appeared  as  we  drew  near  to  a  swampy  section  bordered 
with  low  willows.  Feeding  in  a  grassy  swale  were  eight  Hoopoes.  This  bird  presents 
a  fantastic  appearance  indeed,  especially  to  an  observer  seeing  it  for  the  first 
time.  It  is  about  eleven  inches  long  with  a  pinkish-brown  body,  vividly  barred 
black  and  white  wings  and  tail,  long  down-curved  bill,  and  erect  black-tipped  fan 
crest.  Its  unorthodox  coloring,  ludicrous  actions,  and  lazy  butterfly-like  flight, 
together  with  its  cooing,  mewing  and  chattering  calls,  make  it  seem  like  a  bird 
from  another  world.  It  was  with  great  reluctance  that  we  turned  northward  toward 
the  Sierra  Morena  and  the  interior  of  Spain,  and  yet,  on  this  final  part  of  our 
journey,  we  were  to  encounter  even  more  such  richly  rewarding  experiences. 

Patricia  and  Bob  Andrle 


NEW  MEMBERS 


The  Societv  welcomes  the  following  new  members: 

Mary  Clemesha,  337  Division  St.,  N.  Tonawanda,  New  York 
Dr.  Arthur  D.  Hennessy,  573  Humboldt  Pkwy • ,  Buffalo  8,  New  York 
Wilma  Laux,  541  E.  Schenck  St.,  N.  T onawanda ,  New  York 
Elizabeth  Meach,  100  Woodward  Ave.,  Buffalo  14,  New  York 
Pearl  S.  Mocre,  16  Rugby  Road,  Buffalo  9,  New  York 

NIAGARA  LOOP  TRIP  *  February  12,  1956 

Eleven  hardy  individuals  participated  in  the  Niagara  Loop  trip  on  LincolnTs 
Birthday.  A  northwest  wind  brought  a  few  snow  squalls  interspersed  with  occasional 
sunshine.  Canvas-backs  were  the  most  numerous  waterfowl,  with  Old-squaw,  Greater 
Scaup  and  Golden-eye  following  in  that  order.  A  Coot  was  seen  in  the  Gorge  and  at 
least  fifteen  White-winged  Scoters  in  the  lower  Niagara  and  Lake  Ontario.  Gulls  were 
low  in  numbers  compared  with  the  early  winter;  only  one  Black-backed  Gull  and  no 
white -winged  gulls  were  observed.  We  tried  unsuccessfully  to  locate  the  Yellow- 
throat-  at  Me Nab ,  but  we  did  see  several  Song  Sparrows,  a  Robin,  a  Flicker,  five 
Redpolls,  many  Juncos  and  many  Tree  Sparrows.  At  Queenston  we  saw  eleven  Gold¬ 
finches,  at  Youngstown  Cemetery  a  Gray  Shrike,  a  Pine  Siskin  and  two  Saw-whet  Owls, 
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and  at  Wilson  a  Long -eared  Owl. 


Harold  D.  Mitchell,  Leader 


ALLEGANY  STATE  PARK  TRIP  -  February  26,  1956 

On  February  26  ton  members  of  the  B.O.S.  went  to  Allegany  State  Park,  Alice 
and  Ed  Hlrich,  Marie  and  Margaret  Wendling,  Nellie  Karlak,  Mercedeth  Lovelace, 

Ethel  Heiberg,  Helen  Creighton,  and  Sylvia  and  Mins ton  Brockner  made  up  the  group. 

In  spite  of  the  weather  forecast  of  four  to  seven  inches  of  snow,  there  were  only 
a  few  flurries,  and  most  of  the  day  was  sunny  and  clear  although  extremely  cold. 

We  had  excellent  views  of  female  White -winged  Crossbills  near  the  Fancher  swimming 
pool  recreation  area,  and  all  thru  the  day  we  had  fleeting  glimpses  of  these  birds 
and  heard  their  tinkling  notes  as  they  flew  over  the  road.  We  also  had  Chickadee, 
Blue  Jay,  Ruffed  Grouse,  Brown  Creeper,  White-breasted  and  Red-breasted  Nuthatches, 
Downy  and  Hairy  Woodpeckers.  We  saw  no  Turkeys  and  no  sign  of  their  tracks  in  the 
snow.  Late  in  the  day  we  came  upon  a  large  flock  of  Redpolls  feeding  in  the  tops 
of  birch  trees,  apparently  on  the  swelling  catkins.  We  also  found  the  winter  home 
of  o.  porcupine  in  a  creek  culvert  and  noted  that  the  nearby  cherry  birch  trees  were 
almost  completely  stripped  of  bark.  On  the  way  home  near  Leon  we  found  a  pair  of 
Red-tailed  Hawks  building  their  nest.  Then  we  went  to  see  the  KuhnTs  and  their 
Mockingbird.  The  mocker  again  performed  beautifully  for  us  and  everyone  had  a 
chance  to  see  this  unusual  winter  visitor  as  he  came  for  his  evening  meal  of  multi¬ 
flora  rose  hips . 

Winston  William  Brockner,  Leader 

THIRTY-SEVENTH  ANNUAL.  MEETING  OF  THE  WILSON  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 

The  Wilson  Ornithological  Society,  a  national  organization  devoted  to  the 
scientific  study' of  birds,  will  meet  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  April  26-29, 
1956.  Their  hosts  will  be  the  Buffalo  Audubon  Society,  the  Buffalo  Ornithological 
Society,  and  the  Buffalo  Society  of  Natural  Sciences. 

The  program  will  consist  of  scientific  papers,  slides,  movies,  and  field  trip, 
A  detailed  program  ■'."ill  be  available  at  the  Museum  a  few  days  before  the  meeting. 

All  sessions  are  open  to  the  public.  It  is  hoped  that  the  members  of  the  B.O.S. 
and  all  people  of  this  area  who  are  interested  in  any  phase  of  bird  study  will  take 
this  opportunity  to  hear  and  meet  ornithologists  from  other  regions  and  to  join 
them  on  field  trips  to  study  our  local  birds.  The  particip.tion  of  B.O.S.  members 
will  be  most  welcome  and  as  a  sponsoring  organization  we  should  he  well  represented 
at  all  sessions. 


Fred  T.  Hall 


PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 

Regular  meetings  are  in  the  Humboldt  Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  at 
8:00  P.M.  on  Wednesdays • 

April  11  -  Moving  Pictures  by  Fred  Hall.  Plans  for  Wilson  Club  Meeting, 

April  25  -  Warbler  Songs  and  Cornell  Recordings  -  Speaker:  Edward  Seeber,  Report  of 
April  Bird  Count  -  Leader:  Edward  Ulrich. 

May  9  -  Plans  for  Spring  Count  -  Leader:  Mrs.  E.C.  Ulrich.  Kodachromes  of  Birds  by 
Robert  Ccggeshall, 
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Meetings  (conit*) 

May  23  -  Early  Experiences  in  the  B.O.S.  -  Speaker:  Harold  Mitchell 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

Sunday,  April  8  -  April  Bird  Count  -  Leader:  Edward  Ulrich,  193  LaSalle  Ave., 

Buffalo  14,  N.Y.  (PA.  8896) 


Every  Saturday,  April  14  to  June  2  -  Saturday  Morning  Bird  Walk  in  Delaware  Park. 

Meet  at  Windsor  Ave.  and  Rumsey  Road  at  7:00  A.M. 


Sunday,  April  15  -  Si?'iks  and  Oak  Orchard  -  Leader:  Heather  Thorpe.  Meet  at  Univer¬ 
sity  Plaza  at  7:00  A.M. 

Sunday,  April  22  -  Braddocks  Bay  -  Leader:  Mary  Louise  Emerson.  Meet  at  University 

Plaza  at  7:30  A.M. 


Sunday,  April  29 
S  at urday-S  unday , 


-  Wilson  Ornithological  Society  Field  Trip  -  Leader:  Fred  Hall. 

May  5-6  -  pymatuning  Week  End  -  Buffalo  Co-ordinator:  Winston 
Brockner  (SU.  5896).  Meet  at  Buffalo  City  Hall  at  6:30  A.M. 
Please  make  your  own  hotel  reservations  before  May  1;  write  to 
Mrs.  Myrtle  Bielo,  c/c-  Travelers  Hotel,  Linesville,  Penna. 


Sat urday-S unday.  May  12-13  -  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Federation  of  New  York  State 

Bird  Clubs  at  White  Plains,  N.Y.  For  further  information  call 
Harold  Mitchell  (AT.  3359). 

Sunday,  May  20  -  Spring  Count  *  Leader:  Mrs.  E.C.  Ulrich,  193  LaSalle  Ave.,  Buffalo 

14,  N.Y.  (PA.  8896). 

Sunday,  May  27  -  Curlew  Trip  -  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie  -  Leader:  Fred  Salisbury* 

Meet  at  7:00  A.M.  at  the  Ontario  end  of  the  Peace  Bridge. 


NOTE : 


The  Membership  Roster  of  the  B.O.S.  was  published  March  1,  1956.  The 
Grapevine  telephone  lists  have  been  revised.  Both  have  been  mailed  to  all 
members • 


Please  mail  your  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  third  day  of  the 
following  month  to  Cyril  T.  Wolfling,  Box  87,  Alden,  New  York. 

EDITOR:  Ray  McCann,  59  Anderson  Place,  Buffalo  22,  New  York 

TREASURER:  Ray  Kirsch,  159  Pleasant  Ave.,  Hamburg,  New  York 
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JUN1  2 1956 


Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society,  Inc* 

Buffalo ,  New  York 


THE  MONTH 


This  year,  March  was  even  more  violent  than  usual.  It  accumulated  the  third 
highest  precipitation  on  record  (5*25  inches,  2.53  above  the  mean),  and  twice  the 
normal  amount  of  snow.  Serious,  record-breaking  floods  in  the  southern  counties 
followed  the  heavy  rains  of  March  5th-9th.  The  heaviest  glaze  storm  in  decades 
broke  trees  and  branches  over  a  wide  area  north  and  east  of  Buffalo  on  the  night  of 
the  7th.  A  windstorm  on  the  11th  caused  extensive  lo®al  damage.  The  10.3-inch 
snowstorm  on  the  16th  was  the  fifth  heaviest  for  any  March. 

The  arrival  of  migrant  birds  correlated  well  with  temperature  conditions.  The 
first  seven  days  were  nearly  10  degrees  above  normal;  the  only  notable  sudden 
increases  in  numbers  of  spring  arrivals  during  the  month  occurred  in  the  latter 
half  of  this  week.  Most  observers  saw  Red-winged  Blackbirds  in  numbers  for  the 
first  time;  Grackles  and  Cowbirds  arrived;  the  first  Bluebird  was  reported;  and 
only  the  shut-in  cr  the  unobservant  failed  to  see  or  hear  Robins.  Then  on  the  8th 
it  turned  cold;  of  the  last  24  days  all  but  4  were  below  normal  in  temperature, 
giving  the  month  an  average  of  2*4  degrees  below  the  mean.  During  this  long  period 
therewas  scarcely  a  trickle  of  migration.  At  the  end  of  the  month  there  had  been 
no  reports  of  such  typical  lat e-March  arrivals  as  Food  Buck,  Snipe,  Phoebe,  Tree 
Swallow,  and  Savannah,  Vesper,  and  Field  Sparrows.  Others  that  have  often  become 
common  by  that  time,  such  as  Flicker,  Robin,  Bluebird,  and  Meadowlark,  were  still 
relatively  scarce.  Frogs  remained  silent;  the  flower  buds  of  silver  maple  stayed 
closed.  The  season  appeared  to  be  at  least  10  days  late. 

Several  Y'histling  Swans,  hundreds  of  Pintails,  and  thousands  of  Canada  Geese 
that  were  apparently  enticed  into  our  latitude  earlier  than  usual  by  the  short 
premature  warm  period  were  compelled  to  spend  most  of  their  spare  time  during  the 
long  latter  part  of  the  month  standing  on  the  ice  in  the  still-frozen  holcott sville- 
Oak  Orchard  area. 

Of  special  interest  are  the  well-verified  report  of  an  Oregon  Junco  at  Lewiston 
and  the  appearance  of  a  third  Saw-whet  Owl  in  the  company  of  the  popular  pair  that 
wintered  in  the  Youngstown  cemetery. 


Harold  K.  Axtell 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


*  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  year 
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tt 

13 

2 

Queenston,  Ont. 

North 

tt 

23 

1 

Niagara  Gorge 

Klabundes 

tt 

31 

1 

Fort  Erie-Chippawa,Ont 

•  Rew 

Iceland  Gull 

It 

18 

2 

Queenston, Ont • 

North 
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*Kumlien,s  Gull 

Mar 

.  18 

1 

Queenston,0nt • 

North 

Long-eared  Owl 

tt 

30 

1 

Youngstown  Cem. 

K lab unde s 

tt 

31 

1 

tt  tt 

Heilborns 

Short-eared  Owl 

it 

28 

1 

Elma 

Coggeshall 

3aw-whet  Owl 

tt 

18 

1 

Youngstown  Cem. 

Brcckners 

tt 

27 

1 

tt  tt 

Coggeshalls 

tt 

30 

3 

tt  tt 

Klabundes 

it 

31 

3 

tt  tt 

Heilborns 

Flicker 

tt 

13 

1 

Chestnut  Ridge  Pk. 

Coggeshall 

tt 

25 

1 

J  ewet t  Pkwy . , B  f 1 o . 

Windsor 

Tufted  Titmouse 

all 

month 

3 

Wellsville (Feeder) 

Davies  rep.  McMurtry 

Carolina  '  ren 

tt 

16-26 

1 

Hamburg 

Avery 

♦Bluebird 

tt 

4 

1 

Oak  Orchard 

Brockner  et  al 

tt 

13 

10 

Lewiston 

Ames  rep,  Klabundes 

tt 

13 

1 

Chestnut  Ridge  Pk. 

Coggeshall 

n 

24 

6 

Charlotte  Center, 

Chaut.  Co. 

Rew,  Rathbun 

♦Loggerhead  Shrike 

tt 

23 

1 

Wolcott sville 

Mitchell 

♦Rusty  Blackbird 

it 

16-18 

1 

Lewi  st  on 

Klabundes 

♦Crackle 

tt 

3 

6 

Alden 

Wol fling 

Cowbird 

tt 

4 

2 

Abino  Bay-Ft.  Erie, 

Ont .  McCanns 

tt 

12 

10 

Oak  Orchard 

Mitchell 

Evening  Grosbeak 

all 

month 

150  max. 

W  ellsville-B  elmont  - 

Belfast  area 

McMurtry 

Mar 

.  2 

43 

East  Aurora 

Brockner 

tt 

16-31 

30 

Hamburg (feeder) 

Avery 

tt 

20,25 

19 

E,  Aurora 

Knox 

tt 

24 

6 

Charlotte  Center, 

Chaut •  Co . 

Rew,  Rathbun 

tt 

31 

1 

6haut ,  Outlet 

Robinson 

Purple  Finch 

all 

month 

8 

Wellsvi lie 

McMurtry 

Mar 

.17 

25 

Fell sville  (Feeder) 

Young  rep,  McMurtry 

Common  Redpoll 

u 

25 

25 

Oak  Orchard 

Windsor  et  al 

it 

29 

4 

Wellsville 

McMurtry 

Pine  Siskin 

it 

10 

6 

Jamestown 

Robinson 

tt 

15 

8 

Wellsville 

McMurtry 

Goldfinch 

tt 

14 

100 

Wolcott sville 

K.  McCann,  Melberg 

Renfrew,  Creighton 

tt 

25 

1 

Oak  Orchard 

Windsor  et  al 

Red  Crossbill 

tt 

15 

20 

Emery  Pk. 

Coggeshall 

tt 

30 

4 

Youngstown  Cem, 

Klabundes 

tt 

31 

9 

tt  tt 

Heilborns 

White-w,  Crossbill 

tt 

27 

1 

Jamestown 

Parker 

tt 

30 

1 

Youngstown  Cem, 

Klabundes 

tt 

31 

12 

n  it 

Heilborns 

♦Eastern  Towhee 

tt 

5 

1 

Chestnut  Ridge  Pk. 

K.  McCann, Creighton, 

Melberg 

tt 

24 

1 

tt  tt  tt 

Verrill 

♦Oregon  Junco  J 

nn.7' 

-Mar,  31 

1 

Lewiston  (Feeder) 

Klabundes 

White-th.  Sparrow 

all 

month 

1 

Hamburg  (Feeder) 

Avery 

♦Fox  Sparrow 

Mar 

.  11-15 

1 

n 

Tt 

tt 

21-31 

1 

Lewiston 

Klabundes 

tt 

25 

5 

Allegany  St.Pk, 

Parker 

♦Swamp  Sparrow 

tt 

5 

1 

Wellsville 

McMurtry 

Lapland  Long spur 

tt 

16 

5 

Elma 

Coggeshall 

tt 

18 

2 

Wilson 

Brockner 

Snow  Bunting 

all 

month 

100 

Elma 

Coggeshall 

Mar 

.  18 

1800 

Wilson 

Brockner 

tt 

21 

200 

Alden 

Wo  If ling 

tt 

22 

3 

Wellsville 

McMurtry 
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Snow  Bunting (cont )  Mar. 

24 

80 

Charlotte  Center, 

Chaut .  Co. 

Rew,  Rathbun 

ti 

25 

15 

N.  Milgrove  Rd.-Rt. 

77  Findsor  wt  al 

it 

26 

500 

Dunkirk 

Bursewicz 

« 

26 

8 

Attica 

Brockner 

Spccios  and  subspecies  previously  recorded  90 

Additional  species  and  subspecies  recorded  in  March  17 
Total  to  date  107 

All  records  submitted  are  kept  in  the  Society* s  permanent  files* 

FIRST  SIGNS 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  first  quarter  of  the  year,  there  comes  an  inter¬ 
val  that  is  neither  winter  nor  spring.  At  this  time  mild  breezes  and  warming  sun¬ 
shine  temper  the  rawness  of  the  lingering  season*  Fhile  snow  still  remains  in  the 
shaded  places,  the  tips  of  the  flowering  plants  show  life  and  color  in  the  swelling 
buds. 


The  early  flowers  of  the  soft  maple  attract  the  first  of  the  adventuresome 
honeybees.  The  willow  catkins  come  close  with  second  honors.  Even  before  these, 
the  spathe  of  the  skunk  cabbage  han  pushed  upward  through  the  softer  unfrozen  mud 
of  the  swampy  woodlands.  The  more  reluctant  plants  give  evidence  of  life  in  their 
tightly  enclosed  buds,  awaiting  the  more  favorable  and  surer  stimulus  of  the 
advancing  season. 

In  correlation  the  animal  life  takes  a  parallel  course.  There  are  signs  of 
activity  around  the  den  of  the  woodchuck  and  the  nest  of  the  squirrel.  The  usually 
unobtrusive  winter  birds  begin  to  sing.  From  the  evergreens  comes  the  nasal  "yank” 
of  the  Red-breasted  Nuthatch,  mingling  now  with  the  melodius  mellow  spring  song  of 
his  white -breasted  cousin.  Even  the  sibilant  lisping  of  the  Brown  Creeper  seems  to 
take  on  fervor.  The  Black-capped  Chickadee  adds  songs  to  keep  pace  with  his  in¬ 
creasing  acrobatics. 

Our  ears,  outdoing  our  eyes,  pick  up  the  aerial  song  of  pa ssing  Bluebirds, 
querulous  yet  full  of  promise. 

Stimulated  by  the  urge  of  life,  the  Red-shouldered  Hawks  give  evidence  of 
their  nuptials  by  song  and  flight.  Their  soaring,  in  ever-increasing  circles,  forms 
a  cone  in  the  sky,  whose  inverted  apex  points  to  a  nest  site  in  the  woodlot  below* 

The  vagaries  of  the  breeze  may  account  for  the  passing  over  of  the  first 
buzzards  and  accipiters.  The  land  birds,  larks,  Robins,  blackbirds.  Mourning  Doves, 
with  a  greater  tolerance  toward  cold,  have  arrived  earlier  but  are  now  more  in 
evidence.  The  hardier  of  the  Canada  Geese  find  haven  in  the  open  water  of  the 
lakes  and  rivers,  bettering  by  weeks  the  arrival  of  others  of  their  kind. 

By  mid-day  the  air,  warmed  by  the  sun  and  cleansed  by  the  breeze,  has  lost  all 
of  the  morning  haze  and  has  left  the  sky  a  soft  cerulean  with  only  a  few  of  the 
passing  cloudsas  evidence  of  the  morning  moisture.  The  change  of  weather  brings  a 
change  of  mood,  and  our  eyes  tend  to  scan  the  upper  levels,  with  the  resulting  re¬ 
ward  of  a  high  flight  of  Fhistling  Swans.  The  perfect  symmetry  of  the  formation  and 
the  accurate  rhythm  of  the  wing  beats  reflecting  pure  white  as  the  underwings  fass 
back  to  the  earth  the  light  of  the  noonday  sun  give  evidence  of  a  definite  goal  and 
purpose.  Then,  as  if  in  sympathy  with  the  ’uncertainty  of  the  season,  there  comes  an 
interruption.  The  leaders  falter  and  are  overtaken  by  the  rear  phalanges.  A  nuclear 
group  with  a  few  straggly  projections  has  now  replaced  the  perfect  vee,  but  not  for 
long.  As  at  a  given  signal  and  with  little  confusion,  the  flock  resumes  the  two 
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characteristic  diverging  lines  in  echelon  and  again  moves  forward  into  the  northern 
sky,  all  ^f  this  with  no  perceptible  loss  of  altitude. 

This  should  be  enough  for  one  day,  but  there  is  still  the  afternoon  ahead. 

The  grouse  flushes  from  the  woodlot.  The  Pileoted  Woodpecker  with  a  loud  call 
announces  his  arrival  from  across  the  valley  .and  immediately  passes  into  conceal¬ 
ment  among  the  forest  trees. 

A  lowering  sun  and  the  loss  of  heat  through  the  convections,  which  earlier  in 
the  day  hn.d  proven  a  boon  to  the  moving  birds  of  the  upper  levels,  have  taken 
away  the  pleasing  warmth  and  leave  again  the  lingering  chill  of  winter. 

In  our  temperate  zone  these  first  movements  are  the  oscillations,  which, 
gathering  force  with  the  advancing  season,  later  crest  into  the  full  majesty  of 
the  tide  of  spring  migration. 


Edward  C .  Ulrich  a 


SANCTUARY  FUND 


The  Sanctuary  Committee  gratefully  acknowledges  additional  contributions  from 
the  follovring: 


Robert  E,  Ball  (Canton,  Ohio) 

Wary  Cl ernes ha 

Helen  M.  Dittmer  (Spokane,  Wash.) 

Elinor  and  .Yilliam  Vaughan 

Vie  sincerely  hope  additional  members  will  feel  the  urge  to  help  us  reach  our 
goal  of  $>1,000.,  needed  to  pay  off  the  mortgage.  Our  goal  should  be  at  least  $1200 
to  facilitate  some  improvements  to  the  Sanctuary  including  planting  of  evergreens 
and  seed-bearing  shrubs. 

Please  mail  your  contribution  to  Axel  Heilborn,  1020  Creekside  Drive, 

Niagara  Falls,  Now  York* 


SANCTUARY  -  PLANTING 

The  B.O.S.  has  secured,  from  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  two  thousand 
t,,ro  hundred  and  fifty  plants  of  florabunda  roses  to  be  used  as  a  fence  boundary  on 
our  Grand  Island  Sanctuary.  These  bushes  will  arrive  for  planting  about  the  middle 
of  April.  To  care  for  these  seedlings  will  take  hours  of  work.  Preparation  of  the 
planting  bed  will  be  taken  care  of  through  the  Sanctuary  Committee.  For  the  many 
other  operations  necessary  to  put  these  plants  into  the  ground  and  get  them  started 
toward  life,  the  Committee  can  use  the  help  of  any  and  all  of  our  members  who  can 
find  time. 


Edward  C.  Ulrich 


ROCHESTER  TRIP  -  March  4,  1956 


The  joint  trip  with  the  Genesee  Ornithological  Society  on  March  4  was  a  great 
deal  of  fun.  It  was  a  beautiful  clear  day  but  very  cold,  'with  a  strong  northeast 
wind  off  Lake  Ontario. 

We  had  wonderful  views  of  Evening  Grosbeaks  at  feeding  stations  near  Durand 
Eastman  Park.  YYliite -winged  Crossbills  and  our  first  flock  of  twenty-five  Canada 
Geese  flew  over.  However,  the  cold  wind  from  the  lake  made  birds  very  scarce.  At 
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the  Irondequoit  Outlet  we  ha  d  a  large  flock  of  ducks:  Scaups.  Oarvas-baoks ,  Oi  ■  - 
squaws.  Blacks  end  Mallards.  In  the  lake  beyond,  -a  Whit o -,f ring ed  Scoter  bv  -  v  -ic  ■t  i  e 
■'i.nd  and  waves.  Later  at  the  Ling  Road  swamp  we  had  a  Yellowthroat  and  a  Wilson*  s 

Snipe. 

The  G.O.S.  hopes  to  join  us  l-’.ter  in  the  year  for  a  trip,  and  we  sincerely 
hope  they  will  give  us  the  opportunity  to  return  their  hospitality . 


Sylvia  Booth  Brcckner 


FIELD  TRIP  -  March  18,  1956 

The  field  trip  of  Sunday,  March  18,  1956,  had  a  last  minute  change  of  destina¬ 
tion  when  the  little  group  of  five  B.O.S.  members  assembled.  There  was  a  heavy 
snow,  which  had  drifted  badly  and  was  now  covered  by  an  icy  crust,  which  made 
walking  difficult.  The  temperature  hovered  at  ten  above  all  day,  and  a  strong  wind 
from  the  northeast  added  to  the  discomfort. 

The  necessary  long  chilling  hike  and  probable  lack  of  woodland  birds  under 
such  conditions  at  the  Scottsvillo  area  caused  the  group  to  turn  to  the  Clarence 
sinks,  Ontario  flats,  Ontario  Lake  shore,  Youngstown  Cemetery  and  Model  City. 

The  choice  of  area  proved  good  and  the  abundance  of  birds  under  such  weather  condi¬ 
tions  was  excellent.  Forty  species  of  birds  were  seen.  One  of  the  sinks  was  kept 
open  by  a  largo  flock  of  Pintails  accompanied  by  American  Widgeons,  Redheads,  Ruddy 
ducks,  and  five  Canada.  Geese,  The  flats  were  alive  with  Prairie  Horned  Larks, 
thousands  of  Snow  Buntings,  a  flock  of  Lapland  Longspurs,  and  dozens  of  newly 
arrived  Meadowlarks.  The  hawks  were  well  represented  by  Red-tailed,  Rough-legged, 
Marsh  and  Sparrow,  and  two  Saw-whet  Owls  were  at  the  Youngstown  Cemetery. 

The  group  was  in  tho  field  for  over  ten  hours  and  felt  it  was  a  most  rewarding 

day. 


This  writer  returned  to  the  area  the  following  day  for  the  purpose  of  photo¬ 
graphing  the  abundant  ground  feeding  birds,  but  they  had  almost  completely  departed* 
Apparently  the  warmer  weather  and  change  of  wind  released  their  desire  to  move 
northward,  and  thuy  probably  flew  across  Lake  Ontario. 

Fred  T.  Hall 


PRESQUE  ISLE  TRIP  -  March  25,  1956 

A  group  of  thirteen  made  the  trip  to  Presque  Isle  on  a  clear  but  cold  morning. 
We  stopped  at  Dunkirk  Harbor  to  investigate  a  large  flock  of  gulls.  Two  Glaucous 
and  one  Iceland  Gull  were  spotted.  Numbrous  other  gulls  and  ducks  were  scattered  on 
the  ice  and  water. 

The  bay  at  Fresque  Isle  was  largely  free  of  ice  and  contained  several  thousand 
ducks  of  various  kinds.  The  outstanding  find  was  the  scattering  of  Gadwalls,  there 
being  at  least  thirty  of  this  species.  Several  groups  of  Whistling  Swans  were  fly¬ 
ing  around.  Other  high  points  were  a  flock  of  Myrtle  Warblers  and  an  adult 
Glaucous  Gull. 

On  the  trip  back  we  stopped  again  at  Dunkirk  to  see  a  Tufted  Titmouse  and  a 
wintering  Mockingbird.  The  latter  was  finally  found  perched  on  the  chimney  of  a 
house  near  the  Koch  estate. 


J.E.  Braunberns 
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WILSON  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY  MEETING 


FIELD  TRIPS 

■ 

Thursday,  April  26  -  Bus  Trip  -  Niagara  Loop  -  Leader:  Harold  Axtell  (GR.  4100). 

Please  register  for  this  trip  at  the  Museum  on  Thursday.  Bus  fare 
$1.50,  Leave  the  Delaware  Ave.  entrance  of  Hotel  Statler  at  2:00  PMM. 
or  leave  the  Museum  at  2:30  P.M. 

Friday,  April  27  -  Automobile  Trip  -  South  shore  of  Lake  Erie  -  Old  Lake  Shore  Road 

for  a  possible  hawk  flight  -  Leader:  Mrs.  Leroy  Melberg  (EM.  2161). 
Leave  the  Delaware  Ave.  entrance  of  Hotel  Statler  at  6:00  A.M.  Return 
to  the  Museum  at  10:00  A.M. 

Saturday,  April  28  -  Automobile  Trip  -  probably  to  Grand  Island  -  Leader:  Phil 

Greene  (AM.  9353).  Leave  the  Delaware  Ave.  entrance  of  Hotel  Statler 
at  7:00  A.M.  or  leave  the  shopping  plaza  at  Delaware  Ave.  and 
Sheridan  Drive  at  7:20  A.M.  Return  to  the  Museum  at  10:00  A.M. 

Sunday,  April  29  -  Bus  Trip  -  Wolcott sville  Sinks,  Oak  Orchard  Swamp,  Lake  Ontario 

plain,  Braddocks  Bay  -  for  ducks,  geese,  and  a  possible  hawk  flight  - 
Leader:  Harold  Mitchell  (AT.  3359),  Please  register  for  this  trip  at 
the  Museum  on  Thursday  or  Friday.  Bus  fare  $2.00.  Lunch  $1.00. 

Leave  the  Delaware  Ave.  entrance  of  Hotel  Statler  at  6:15  A.M.  One 
bus  will  return  to  Buffalo  by  2:00  P.M.  Another  bus  will  return  by 
6:30  P.M. 


PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 


Meetings  are  in  the  Humboldt  Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  at  8:00  P.M. 
on  Wednesdays  unless  otherwise  noted. 

May  9  -  Plans  for  Spring  Count  -  Leader:  Mrs.  E.C.  Ulrich.  Kodachromes  of  Birds  by 
Robert  Coggeshall, 

May  23  -  Early  Experiences  in  the  B.O.S.  Speaker:  Harold  Mitchell 

June  13  -  Report  of  Spring  Count  -  Loader:  Mrs.  E.C.  TJlrich.  Interesting  observa¬ 
tions  by  all  members. 

June  27  -  Outdoor  Picnic  Meeting  in  Delaware  Park  (near  the  Rose  Garden) •  Bring 
your  supper.  Meet  at  6:00  P.M.  Report  of  Breeding  Bird  Count. 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

Every  Saturday  until  June  2  -  Saturday  Morning  Bird  Walk  in  Delaware  Park. 

Meet  at  Windsor  Ave.  and  Rumsey  Road  at  7:00  A.M. 

Saturday-Sunday,  May  5-6  -  Pymatuning  Week  End  -  Buffalo  Co-ordinator :  Windton 

Brockner  (SU.  5896),  Meet  at  Buffalo  City  Hall  at  6:30  A.M.  Please  make  your 
own  hotel  reservations  before  May  1;  write  to  Mrs.  Myrtle  Bielo,  c/o  Travelers 
Hotel,  Linusville,  Penna, 

Saturday-Sunday,  May  12-13  -  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Federation  of  New  York  State  Bird 
Clubs  at  White  Plains,  N.Y,  For  further  information  call  Harold  Mitchell 
(AT.  3359) 
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Sunday,  May  20  -  Spring  Count  -  Leader:  I!rs.  E.C.  Ulrich,  193  Lr.Salle  Avo . , 
14,  New  York  (PA.  8396). 


Buffalo 


Sunday,  May  27  -  Curlew  Trip  -  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie  -  Leader:  Fred  Salisbury. 
Meet  at  7:00  A.M.  at  the  Ontario  end  of  the  Peace  Bridge. 

Saturday,  June  2  -  Breakfast  in  Delaware  Park  -  Chairman:  Kathryn  Praemassing 

(AT  1618).  Fee  -$1.00  for  the  benefit  of  the  Sanctuary  Fund.  Please  make 
your  reservations  with  the  chairman  before  May  31.  There  will  be  no  post 
card  reminder  for  this  Breakfast. 


Sunday,  June  3  -  Taylor  Hollow  -  Leader:  Mrs.  J.A.  Creighton  (EM.  4111),  Meet  at 
the  shopping  Plaza,  Buffalo  Street,  Hamburg  at  6:00  A.M. 

Sunday,  June  10  -  Breeding  Bird  Consus  in  Our  New  Canadian  Territory  -  Leader: 
Bernard  Nathan  (3A.  9069).  Meet  at  the  Peace  Bridge  at  6:00  A.M. 


Sunday, 


June  17  -  Chautauqua  County  -  Bone  Run  to  Allegheny  River  -  Leader: 
Clarence  Beals.  Meet  at  Cassadagn,  Four  Corners  at  8:00  A.M. 


Sunday,  June  24  -  Gull  Island  -  Joint  Trip  with  the  Buffalo  Audbbon  Society  - 

Leader:  Axel  Heilborn.  Meet  at  the  Peace  Bridge  at  7:30  A.M.  or  at  the 
Pert  Maitland  dock  at  9:00  A.M. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 


Honorary  President 

President 

Vice-President 

Treasurer 

Recording  Secretary 
Corresponding  Secretary 
Librarian 

Statisticians 

James  Savage 

Mrs.  E.C.  Ulrich 

Philip  Greene 

Ray  Kirsch 

Mrs.  M.W.  Dietrich 

Mr  s .  M .  H .  Ab  r ams 

Marie  Wend ling 

Harold  Axtell 

BernardNathan 

Council  Members 

1953-1956 

1954-1957 

1955-1958 

Mrs.  J.E.  Bacon 

Kathryn  Praema s  s ing 

Edward  Ulrich 

Mary  Louise  Erne r  so  n 
Harold  Mitchell 

Cyril  Wolf ling 

Mrs.  rr.V.  Brockner 
Fred  Hall 

Ray  McCann 

Chairman:  Kathryn  Praemassing 
Secretary:  Mary  Louise  Emerson 


Please  mail  your  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the -third  day  of  the  following 
month  to  Cyril  T.  1  olfling,  Box  87,  Alden,  New  York 

EDITOR:  Ray  McCann  -  59  Anderson  Place  -  Buffalo  22,  New  York 

TREASURER :  Ray  Kirsch  -  159  Pleasant  Ave.  -  Hamburg,  New  York 


(29) 


, 

1  .  -  ■  ■  • 

* '  >  ■  '  ■  .  .. 

’C 

•  •  -V'  .■  "  '.-I'd  -  $  ■  rrrlj  tV-  j: 

. 

1 

i  •'>,  '  ••..nr  >*x  i.  -•  o 

* 

. 

' 

,  f  .  '  '  .  ,  •  ■ 

V* 

- 

.  •  • 

* 


' 


«r 


..  'T  '  t. 

■ 


■ 

' 

:  •; 

' 


' 

to  fe  .'VT  V' ■'•to 

b 

■  -»iv 

i.i  f  '  v  •;  '.• 

. 


■ 


■  C  '  {  ,2  *1 

‘ 

'•  r'-iritfiX  \yrr-tL- 


'  °  l’  '  '  ?*■  ■  T:  -•  r  ;  ...  ..  £  j 

.  -  •  •  '  t 

..  ...  HO’i  EC3 

■  I 


p  io  Bgra: 

ir  /a  i  y 

Volume  22 
Number  5 

iPSp 

May  ALBiER  r 

1956  UBII 

JIM  2 1 

L — 

(,  7/ 


x  Mann 


Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society, Inc. 

Buffalo,  New  York 


THE  MONTH 


Most  of  April  was  unseasonably  cool,  except  the  first  six  days,  which  were  so 
warm  as  to  make  the  average  temperature  for  the  month  less  than  one  degree  below 
normal,  A  long,  dawn-to-dusk  trip  through  our  territory  on  April  1  proved  it  to  be 
a  real  ornithological  April  Fool's  Day — to  judge  by  the  birds  present,  one  would 
have  thought  it  to  be  mid-March,  Most  of  the  migrants  which  in  normal  years  would 
have  come  in  during  the  latter  half  of  March  arrived  April  2nd  to  6th.  Between 
these  dates  the  daily  increase  in  Robins  and  other  birds  was  striking.  On  the  4th 
the  silver  maples  seemed  suddenly  to  have  burst  into  bloom.  These  warm  days  finally 
melted  the  ice  in  Stafford's  Pond  and  all  the  sinks,  although  the  thick  ice  bridge 
in  the  gorge  below  Niagara  Palls  did  not  go  out  until  the  following  wwek.  As  in 
other  Aprils,  the  geese  and  other  water  birds  in  the  Oak  Orchard  area  attracted 
most  of  the  attention  of  bird-watchers.  The  usual  number  of  queer  geese  were  pre¬ 
sent.  One  seen  by  Mitchell  seemed  to  be  small  enough  for  a  Hutchins's  Goose. 
Several  shewed  varying  degrees  of  albinism.  A  Canada  with  head  and  neck  mostly 
white  in  the  same  places  that  a  Blue  G0ose  is  white  created  fiendish  confusion  in 
the  discussions  of  birders  some  of  whom  also  saw  a  Blue  Goose,  typical  in  all 
visible  respects  except  that  it  was  clearly  as  large  as  an  average  or  large  Canada, 
and  appeared  to  have  a  black  bill.  There  were,  in  actuality,  two  such  geese  as 
these.  For  the  first  time  in  four  years,  no  Barnacle  Goose  was  reported.  Notable 
flights  of  Broad-winged  Hawks  were  seen  in  Erie  County  on  April  22,  27,  and  29,  and 
of  Sharp-shins  on  the  27th.  Smaller  numbers  of  other  species  of  hawks  were  also 
migrating  on  these  dates. 

Following  nearly  two  weeks  of  steady  cold,  the  27th  and  28th  were  two  of  the 
warmest  days  of  the  month.  A  big  wave  of  migrants  descended  on  our  area  the  night 
of  the  27th.  In  this  flight,  the  large  numbers  of  Brown  Thrashers,  Black  and  Vfh.it  e 
Warblers,  Towhees,  and  Whit e-thr oat cd  Sparrows  arc  entirely  unprecedented  in  at 
least  the  past  ten  years.  For  several  days  thereafter,  the  Buffalo  Museum  of 
Science  received  many  times  the  usual  number  of  phone  calls  concerning  each  of  these 
four  species,  indicating,  as  also  did  field  observations,  that  the  large  numbers 
were  remaining • 


The  Fates  that  are  always  trying  to  spread  Buffalo's  reputation  for  bad  weather 
caused  nearly  half  the  month's  total  rainfall  to  come  during  the  four  days  that  the 
Wilson  Ornithological  Society  was  meeting  here,  April  26-29.  On  the  whole,  however, 
birding  \vas  good,  and  many  of  the  visitors  saw  new  life  birds  and  their  first  con¬ 
centrated  hawk  migration  on  the  field  trips  scheduled  as  part  of  the  meeting. 

/'•srA  Harold  H.  Axtell 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


♦  -  indicates  first 

record 

for  the 

year 

F  -  11  11 

«t 

«  ti 

migration 

♦Green  Heron  Apr#  29 

1 

Wellsville 

McMurtrys 

Amor#  Bittern 

12 

1 

ti 

it 

ii 

15,22 

2,1 

Randolph  Marsh 

Van  Guilder,  Catanese 

Elderkin 

it 

22 

1 

Kent  Switch 

Turner  et  al 

Canada  Goose  all 

month 

28,000 

max.  Wolcottsvillo  Sinks 

$ 

Oak  Orchard 

many  observers 

♦Snow  Goose 

it 

4 

1 

Stafford’s  Pond 

Woldmans,  Mitchell, 

Robinson,  Randell 

ii 

14 

2,1 

Clarence  Sinks,  Oak 

Mitchell,  Nathan, 

Orchard 

Schaffner 

ii 

22 

1 

Oak  Orchard 

Emerson  et  al 

♦Blue  Goose 

it 

4,14 

1 

ii  tt 

Mitchell  et  al 

ii 

22 

2 

it  it 

Emerson  et  al 

♦Green-w.  Teal 

ii 

8 

2 

Ft#  Erie-Pt# 

Colborne,Ont . 

Mitchell 

ti 

12 

4 

Grand  Is# 

Coggeshall 

tt 

14 

4 

Oak  Orchard  area 

Mitchell  et  al 

♦Blue-w.  Teal 

it 

5 

1 

Chaut#  Lake 

Hiller 

it 

7 

10 

Oak  Orchard  Swamp 

Beardslee 

it 

8 

2 

Ft,  Erie-Ft .Colborne, 

Ont  • 

Mitchell 

♦Shoveller 

it 

12 

5 

Grand  Is# 

Coggeshall 

it 

13 

1 

Medina  Sinks 

Dr  obit sos 

it 

14 

7 

Oak  Orchard  area 

Mitchell  et  al 

♦Wood  Duck 

it 

9 

3 

S t o w ,  Chaut#  Co. 

flldcrkin,  Hiller,  Ahrens 

tt 

15 

2 

Batavia 

Buckland 

it 

19 

1 

Clarenoe  Sinks -Oak 

Orchard 

Coggeshall 

Y;hite-w#  Scoter 

it 

14 

5 

Lake  Ontario 

Mitchell, Robinson  et 

ti 

22 

2 

Findley  Lake 

Brockner 

♦Amor#  Scoter 

it 

22 

3 

tt  tt 

it 

Ruddy  Duck 

tt 

8 

4 

Ft.Erie-Pt*  Colborne, 

Ont# 

Mitchell 

♦Rea-should.  Hsrwk 

ti 

11 

2 

Taylor  Hollow 

K.  McCann,  E,  Molberg 

n 

14 

2 

Oak  Orchard  area 

Mitchell  et  al 

♦  B  r  oa  d-wing  •  Hawk 

it 

22 

1-58  mas#  many  places 

many  observers 

Bald  Eagle 

ti 

22 

3 

Silver  Creek-Kent  Switch  Turner  et  al 

it 

22 

1 

Onoville 

Elderkin 

♦Osprey 

it 

7 

1 

Riverside (Frewsburg) 

Robinson 

it 

11 

1 

Eden  Pond 

K.  McCann,E,  Melberg, 

A.  Bacon 

n 

24 

1 

nellsville 

McMurtrys 

it 

29 

1 

Orchard  Pk# 

Andrles 

rt 

29 

1 

Evans 

Drobit ses 

it 

29 

1 

Oak  Orchard 

Mitchell 

Peregrine  Falcon 

ii 

29 

1 

Orchard  Pk# 

Andrles 

♦Wild  Turkey 

ii 

7 

4 

Bone  Run, Allegany  St, 

Pk,  Hiller 

♦  '  Woodcock 

it 

30 

2 

Near  Y.'ellsville 

McMurtrys 

♦Wilson’s  Snipe 

it 

2 

1 

Batavia 

Buckland 

ii 

9 

1 

Near  Y.'ellsville 

McMurtrys 

it 

14 

2 

Beaver dams,  Ont# 

Lowe 

ii 

15 

1 

Thorold,0nt • 

Salisburys 

tt 

15 

5 

Oak  Orchard 

Brockner 

♦Upland  Sandpiper 

n 

22 

10 

Silver  Creek-Kent  Switch  Turner  et  al 

(31) 


tl 


, 


■ 


X 


a 


i* 


* 


. 


j. 


, 


os 


ss 


'f 


V 

f? 


It 

ff 

» 

It 

ff 


Upland  Sandpiper  Apr 

•  25 

2 

Wmsville-Grand  Is<*^ 

Coggesha.ll 

( cent. ) 

ti 

29 

1 

Near  Wellsville 

McMurtrys 

♦Spotted  Sandpiper 

ii 

26 

1 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Mate he 1 1 

it 

29 

1 

Delaware  Pks>-Forest  Lawn  Beardslee 

ti 

29 

1 

BeaT.erdams  ,  Ont  • 

Lowo 

♦Solitary  Sandpiper” 

22 

1 

Buf falo-Chaut •  Lake 

Brockner 

tt 

29 

2 

Stillwater,  Chaut.  Co 

*  Parker 

♦Greater  Yellow-legs 

7 

6 

Wolcott sville 

Beardslee 

it 

8 

1 

Frewsburg 

Robinson 

it 

10 

2 

Riverside (Frewsburg) 

Hiller ,Eldorkin,Ahron8 

ii 

11 

1 

Eden  Pond 

K . McCann,  E.  Melberg, 

A.  Bacon 

♦Lesser  Yellow-legs 

2 

2 

Wolcott sville 

Beardslee 

!» 

12 

6 

Grand  Island 

Coggeshall 

♦Pectoral  Sandpipe 

r 

7 

7 

Wolcott sville 

Beardslee 

tt 

12 

58 

Grand  Is* 

Coggeshall 

♦Red-bkd.  Sandpiper  •• 

29 

2 

Wolcott sville 

Mitchell  et  al 

Glaucous  Gull 

tt 

22 

1 

Ft,  Abino,  Ont, 

Drobitses 

Iceland  Gull 

a 

12 

1 

Beaver  Is* 

tt 

Bonnpnrte*s  Gull 

it 

22 

10 

Kent  Switch 

Turnet  et  al 

♦Common  Tern 

tt 

18 

120 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Mitchell 

♦GJaspian  Tern 

tt 

29 

1 

Dunkirk 

Drobitses 

tt 

30 

2 

Motor  Is*, Niagara  R. 

Filor 

Long-eared  Owl 

it 

8,20 

1,1 

Youngstown  Com* 

Filor,  Drobitses,Webb 

Short-eared  Owl 

tt 

1 

7 

Bond  Lake  area 

Klabundes 

n 

20 

1 

Youngstown  Cem. 

Drobitses,  Webb 

« 

30 

2 

East  River  Rd. , Grand 

Is.  Drobitses 

Saw-whet  Owl 

tt 

8-21 

1-2 

Youngstown  Cem. 

Drobitses,  Filor, 

Klabundes 

♦Whi p-po  o  r  -wi  1 1 

it 

29 

1 

Chaut.Lako  outlet 

Mealy  rep.  Parker 

tt 

29 

5 

Hamburg 

Stovall  rep.  Avery 

tr 

30 

1 

Eden 

Mitchell 

♦Chimney  Swift 

tt 

26 

2 

Jamestown 

Parker 

ti 

29 

3 

Oak  Orchard 

Mitchell  et  al 

tt 

29 

1 

Orchard  Pk« 

Andrles 

Red-headed  Wdpkr. 

it 

25 

1 

Grand  Is* 

Coggeshall 

tt 

30 

1 

Beaver  Is* 

Drobitses 

♦Yellow-b.  Sapsuclcer 

4 

1 

Delaware  Pk* 

R.  Axtell 

tt 

5,6 

15-23 

Lewiston 

Klabundes 

tt 

18 

1 

Batavia 

Buclcland 

♦Phoebe 

tt 

3,6 

1,1 

Wellsville 

McMurtrys 

tt 

4-21 

1 

Lewi st  on 

Klabundes 

tt 

6 

3 

Oak  Orchard 

K.  McCann,  A,  Rote 

♦Tree  Swallow 

tt 

4 

2 

Stage  Rd,  Sinks 

Woldman 

it 

7 

40 

Oak  Orchard 

Beardslee 

♦Rough-w.  Swallow 

tt 

16 

4 

Me 11 sville 

McMurtrys 

tt 

21 

1 

Redbird  Corners, 

Chaut ,  Co. 

Elderkin 

♦Barn  Swallow 

tt 

7 

2 

Oak  Orchard 

Bea.rdsleo 

♦Cliff  Swallow 

tt 

22 

5 

Silver  Creek-Kent  Switch  Turner  et  al 

tt 

25 

1 

Wellsville 

McMurtrys 

♦Purple  Martin 

tt 

5 

15 

Chaut.  Lake 

Hiller 

tt 

5 

5 

Stow,  Chaut,  Co* 

Elderkin 

tt 

11 

3 

Gowanda  Rd,, Hamburg 

K,  McCann,  E.  Melberg 

Tufted  Titmouse  a 

11 

month 

3 

Wellsville  (Feeder) 

Davies  rep.  McMurtrys 

♦House  Wren 

tt 

29 

1 

Stillwater,  Chaut.  Co 

•  Parker 

tt 

29 

1 

Wellsville 

McMurtrys 

♦Winter  Wren 

tt 

4 

1 

Forest  Lawn 

R.  Axtell 

ti 

4 

1 

Bea^erdams,  Ont, 

Lowe 

tt 

14 

1 

North  Pelham,  Ont, 

Salisburys 

(32) 

_ 


Carolina  Wren  Apr. 

3,9,23 

1 

Lewiston  (Feeder) 

Miller  rep.  Klabundes 

u 

29 

1 

Hamburg  ” 

kVQT'r 

v 

♦Catbird 

ii 

29 

1 

Near  Chestnut  Ridge  Pk 

•  Andrles 

♦Brown  Thrasher 

tt 

21 

1 

Onoville 

Robinson 

tt 

28 

1 

Hamburg 

Avery 

n 

28 

12 

Riverside  Pk. 

Jewula 

Homit  Thrush 

tt 

6F 

1 

Delaware  Pk. 

Woldman 

it 

8 

1 

Prendergast  Pfc., 

Chaut.  Co. 

Parker 

tt 

8 

2 

Ft.Erie-Pt.  Colborne, Ont .  Mitchell  et  al 

♦Ruby-cr.  King lot 

tt 

3 

1 

Wellsville 

McMurtrys 

tt 

4 

1 

Delaware  Pk. 

Woldman,  R.  Axtell 

♦Pipit 

tt 

2 

1 

Wellsville 

McMurtrys 

tt 

8 

4 

Ft.  Eric-Pt.  Colborne, 

Ont.  Mitchell  et  al 

it 

13 

1 

Wolcott svillc 

Drobitsos 

Loggerhead  Shrike 

it 

7 

1 

Allegany  St.Pk. 

Hiller 

it 

10 

1 

Abino  Bay,Ont. 

K.  McCann 

tt 

14 

1 

Oak  Orchard 

Mitchell  et  al 

♦Bl.  &  Wh.  Warbler  " 

28 

3 

Riverside  Pk. 

Jewula 

tt 

29 

1 

Stillwater,  Chaut.  Co. 

Parker 

♦Naishvillo  Warbler  n 

29 

1 

B  oav.or  dans ,  Ont . 

Lowe 

♦Ye  1  lev/  ITarbler 

tt 

28 

1 

Riverside  Pk. 

Jewula 

♦Magnolia  Tarbler 

it 

28F  k 

29  2,2 

Beaverdams ,  Ont • 

Lowe 

Myrt  1  o  Warb  1  er 

tt 

29 

1 

Batavia 

Buck land 

♦Northern  ITatcrthrush 

29 

1 

Rockhouse  Pt.,Ont. 

Salisburys 

♦Yellow-br.  Chat 

tt 

30 

1 

Lewiston 

Klabundes 

♦Bobolink 

tt 

29 

6 

Stillwater,  Chaut. Co. 

Parker 

Rusty  Blackbird 

tt 

9 

1 

Belmont 

Baker,  rep.  McMurtry 

♦Indigo  Bunting 

tt 

30 

1 

Hamburg 

Kirsch 

Evening  Grosbeak 

all 

month 

20  max. 

tt 

Avery 

Apr. 

22 

30 

Findley  Lake 

Brockner 

Purple  Finch 

tt 

4 

1 

Park  School 

K.  McCann,  M.  James 

it 

11 

1 

Hamburg  Cem. 

K.  McCann,  E.  Melberg 

Common  Redpoll 

tt 

3 

4 

Wellsville 

McMurtrys 

Red  Crossbill 

tt 

3 

2 

Lockport 

Merritt,  rep.  Mitchell 

Eastern  Tcwhee 

tt 

6F 

1 

Wellsville 

McMurtrys 

tt 

8 

1 

Ft.  Erie-Pt .Colborne, Ont .  Mitchell 

♦Savannah  Sparrow 

it 

7 

1 

Frowsburg 

Robinson 

tt 

11 

1 

Eden  Pond 

K.  McCann,  A.  Bacon, 

E.  Heiberg 

tt 

14 

1 

Clarence  Sinks 

Mitchell  et  al 

♦Vesper  Sparrow 

tt 

6 

12 

Wellsville 

McMurtrys 

tt 

7 

2 

Fnewsburg 

Robinson 

tt 

11 

1 

Genesee  Ed. 

K.  McCann,  E.  Melberg 

Oregon  Junco 

it 

2-21 

1 

Lewiston  (feeder) 

Klabundes 

♦Chipping  Sprrow 

it 

15 

1 

Sinks-Oak  Orchard 

Brockner 

tt 

22 

1 

Silver  Creek-Kent  Switch  Turner  et  al 

tt 

26 

2 

Jamestown 

Parker 

♦Field  Sparrow 

it 

5 

1 

Forest  Lawn 

R.  Axtell 

it 

8 

1 

Prendergast  Pt., Chaut. 

Co.  Parker 

tt 

8 

1 

Hamburg  (feeder) 

Avery 

♦Wh.-Cr.  Sparrow 

tt 

29 

1 

Wellsville 

McMurtrys 

Wh.-th.  Sparrow 

tt 

1-25 

1 

Hamburg  (feeder) 

Averys 

tt 

5F 

1 

Lewiston 

Klabnndes 

tt 

26 

1 

Wellsville 

McMurtrys 

tt 

27 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

He i lb or ns 

Fox  Sparrow 

tt 

3 

1 

Wellsville 

McMurtry 

tt 

11 

2 

Taylor  Hollow 

K.  McCann,  E.  Melberg 

tt 

15 

1 

Thorold,  Ont. 

Salisburys 
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Swamp  Sparrow 


Apr  • 
u 

tt 


9 

11 

14 


Wellsville 
Hidox  Rd, 

Clarenco  Sinks,  Oak 
Orchard 


McMurtrys 

K.  McCann,  E.  Melberg 
Mitcholl  et  al 


Spccios  and  subspecies  previously  recorded  107 
Additional  species  and  subspecies  recorded  in  April  51 
Total  to  date  158 


Addenda ; 

Glaucous  Gull 

Mar,  27 

2 

Icela.nd  Gull 

”  27 

1 

Tufted  Titmouse 

“  27 

1 

Mockingbird 

”  27 

1 

Common  Redpoll 

n  27 

1 

Snow  Bunting 

**  27 

250 

Derby-Ponn, 

ti  tt 

St 

tt 

•Line 

it 

Braunberns  et  al 

tt  tt 

tt 

tt 

tt 

tt 

tt  tt 

tt 

tt 

tt 

tt 

it  tt 

tt 

it 

tt 

tt 

tt  tt 

ti 

tt 

tt 

tt 

tt  tt 

SANCTUARY  FUND 

Additional  donations  to  the  sanctuary  fund  have  been  received  from; 


Marion  and  Arthur  Brett le 
Ida  and  Nathan  Eastman 
Le  Verne  Pec human 
Lena  Turner 


The  Sanctuary  Committee  gratefully  acknowledges  these  donations  and  reports 
that  we  have  no w  reached  approximately  10%  of  our  $1200  goal. 

Please  mail  your  contributions  to  Axel  Heilborn,  1020  Creekside  Drive, 
Niagara  Falls,  New  York 


NESTING  RECORDS-  1955 


Symbols;  N  -  nest;  E  -  egg;  Yn  -  young  in  nest;  Yo  -  young  out  of  nest#  Ditto 
marks  in  the  sp  ecies  column  indicate  the  history  of  a  single  nest. 


Species 

Nest 

Location 

Date 

Observer 

Black  Duck 

Yo. 

Can .shore  of  L.Erie 

May  22 

Mitchell  &  pa  rty 

T ood  Duck 

8  Yo 

Chautauqua  L. Outlet 

June  29 

Parker 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

N 

Neff  Rd.,near  Ridge- 

April  3 

Thorpe,  Kivett, 

way,  Ont. 

Minds or 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

3  N 

S.  end  of  C-r.  Isl, 

"  3 

Gamb 1 e , Pr a  ema  s  s ing  s 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

3  N 

Lyndonville 

tt  rj 

G .  Smith 

Bald  Eagle 

N 

Mohawk  Pt.j^Ont, 

”  3 

Schaffner,  Caul 

tt  tt 

N 

tt  it  it 

11  15 

Schaffner  et  al 

tt  it 

N 

tt  tt  it 

"  15 

Coggeshall, Schaffner 

tt  tt 

N 

tt  tt  tt 

11  16 

Schaffner, Salisbury, 

et  al 

Sparrow  Hawk 

N 

Lyndonville 

tt  rj 

G.  &  17. A.  Smith 

Sparrow  Hawk 

N 

Beaver  Island 

”  2 

Braunstein 

Ruffed  Grouse 

N 

Davies  Sanct .  ,17ellsville  May  22 

McMurtry  &  pi  rty 

Killdeer 

2  Yo 

Rose  Hill,  Ont, 

June  27 

Fisk 

Roodcock 

N4  E 

Rellsville 

late  March 

McMurtry 

Mourning  Dove 

2N-Yn 

Can, shore  of  L.Erie 

May  22 

Mitchell  &  party 

Mo  unring  Dove 

N  2E 

Derby 

April  23 

Mitchell, Stanley 

et  al 
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Nesting  Records  (con*t.) 

Mourning  Dove 

N2  E 

Tifft  St. 

April  17 

Mitchell 

Barn  Owl 

N4  Yn 

Thorold,  Ont. 

"  5 

Salisbury 

Screech  Owl 

N 

Lyndonvi lie 

tt  ? 

G.  &  W.A.  Smith 

Great  Horned  Owl 

N1  Yn 

Moss  Lake 

June  12 

W.  Brockner 

Flicker 

N  Yn 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

May  22 

Praemas sings 

Yellow-b.  Sapsucker  N  Yn 

Allegany  St.Pk. 

June  26 

McCanns, Brockner s 

Yellow-b •  Sapsucker  N  Yn(feeding)  Clymer  Pond 

May  28 

Parker 

Yellow-b.  Sap  sucker  3  Yo 

A.S.P. 

July  6 

McCanns 

Kingbird 

N4  Yn 

tt 

June  27 

K.f!cCann,S  .Brockner 

Phoebe 

N4  E 

tt 

w  27 

tt  tt 

ti 

N4  Yn 

tt 

July  6 

tt  tt 

Phoebe 

N  Yn(dead)  Castile 

May  22 

Thompson  &  party 

Wood  Pewee 

1  Yo 

Youngstown  Com. 

Aug .  28 

F.  Brockner 

Tree  Swallow 

N 

Vary sburg -Arcade  area 

May  22 

Bacon 

Bank  Swallow 

200  birds  E.  Jamestown 

May  22 

Beal  and  party 

(approx.  1000  holes) 

Bank  Swallow 

60  N 

Gainesville 

%  22 

E.V.  Smith 

Bank  Swallow 

140  N 

Girdle  Rd.,  E. Aurora 

June  11 

Brockners 

Panic  Swallow 

600  N 

Falconer 

July  7 

McCann 

Blue  Jay 

3  Yo  (at 

feeder)  Wellsville 

June  ? 

McMurtry 

llouse  Wren 

N2  E 

Vary sburg-Ar cade 

May  22 

Bacon  &  party 

House  Wren 

N2  Yn 

Java  Lake 

May  22 

Turner 

Hous  e  Yfren 

2  Yo 

Abino  Bay, Ont. 

Aug.  5 

McCanns 

Robin 

N8  Yn 

Rose  Hill,  Ont. 

May  22 

Fisk 

Robin 

N 

Wing er, Ont • 

April  3 

Caul,  Lowe 

Robin  (albino) 

N  Yn 

Waver ley  Beach, Ont. 

May  22 

Praemas sing 

Robin 

Yo 

A.S.P. 

July  8 

McCanns 

Wood  Thrush 

1  Yo 

Rose  Hill, Ont. 

June  3 

Fisk 

Bluebird 

N5  Yn 

Onoville  area 

May  22 

Beal  &  party 

Bluebird 

N5  Y(dead)  Castile 

”  22 

Thompson 

Bluebird 

N2  E 

Varysburg -Arcade 

”  22 

Bacon  &  party 

Blue-gr.  Gnat catcher  N 

Onoville 

”  22 

Beal  &  ja  rty 

Blue-gr.  Gnatcatchcr  N 

tt 

«  14 

Parker 

Yellow-th.  Vireo 

N 

Oak  Orchard 

"  22 

Tulinoff  &  party 

Yellow-th.  Vireo 

Yo 

A.S.P. 

July  4 

McCanns 

Red-ej^ed  Vireo 

Yo 

it 

"  5 

tt 

Marbling  Vireo 

N 

S.  Olcan 

May  12 

F.G.  Meyer,  R. Smith 

Eaton  i 

Blue-w.  Warbler 

N 

near  Onovi.  lie 

"  22 

Beal  &  party 

Yellow  Warbler 

N3  E 

Waver ley  Beach, Ont. 

w  22 

Praemas sings 

Black-th .Gr .Warbler 

Yo 

A.S.P. 

July  5 

McCanns 

tt  H  tt  t» 

Yo 

tt 

11  9 

it 

Cerulean  Warbler 

N  building  Rt.63  near  Oak 

Orchard  Creek 

May  31 

K .McCann-Dietrich 

Blackburnian  Warbler  Yo 

A.S.P. 

June  27 

McCanns 

Blackburnian  Warbler  Yo 

tt 

July  9 

tt 

Mourning  Warbler 

Yo( feeding)  ” 

July  8 

McCanns 

Mourning  Warbler 

3  Yo 

tt 

"  5 

it 

Red  start 

Yo 

it 

tt  8 

tt 

Redstart 

Yo 

tt 

"  9 

tt 

Baltimore  Oriole 

N 

Wavcrley  Beach, Ont. 

May  22 

Praemas sings 

Baltimore  Oriole 

Yn 

Rose  Kill, Ont. 

“  25,26 

Fisk 

Grackle 

3N  Yn 

Can.  shore  of  L.  &rie 

"  22 

Mitchell  &  party 

Gracklo 

3  Yo 

Silver  Creek-Barcelona  ”  22 

Stanley 

Scarlet  Tanager 

Yo 

A.S.P. 

July  7 

McCann 

Cardinal 

3  Yo 

Silver  Creek-Barcelon; 

i  May  22 

Stanley  &  party 

Rose-br.  Grosbeak 

N  4E 

tt  tt  n 

May  22 

n 

Rose-br.  Grosbeak 

N 

A.S.P. 

June  27 

McCanns 

Rose-br.  Grosbeak 

6  Yo 

tt 

"  30 

tt 

Rose-br.  Grosbeak 

4  Yo 

tt 

July  8 

it 
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Nesting  Records  (con*t.) 


Goldfinch 

N  Yn 

Abino  Bay,0nt. 

Aug.  14 

McCanns-Brockners 

Junco 

N4  Yn 

near  Onoville 

May  22 

Beal  &  party 

Junco 

N4  E 

A.S.P. 

July  2 

K.McCann-S. Brockner 

u 

N4  Yn 

tt 

tt  7 

McCanns 

Junco 

Yo 

it 

"  5 

tt 

NEIT  MEMBERS 


The  Society  welcomes  the  following  Assoc  into  Members : 

Miss  Vidian  Jack,  341  FT.  Utica  St.,  Buffalo  22,  New  York 
Bernard  Jewula,  134  Riverside  Ave,  ,  Buffalo,  New  York 
Mrs.  Margaret  Teare,  608  Lafayette  Ave.,  Buffalo,  New  York 


Elevations  in  membership: 

1.  Associate  to  Active  ~  April  25 

Mrs.  M.  Renfrew 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  Kirsch 

Mrs.  M.  Lovelace 

Lena  Turnor 

Mrs.  B.  Fisk 

Robert  Coggoshall 

2.  Active  to  Fellow  -  May  9 

Mrs.  E.  Ulrich 


PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 

Wednesday,  June  13  -  at  8  P.M.  in  the  Humboldt  Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science 

Report  of  Spring  Count  -  Leader:  Mrs.  E.C.  Ulrich.  Interesting 
observations  by  all  members. 

Wednesday,  June  27  -  Delaware  Park  Picnic  -  Meeting  -  Behind  Rose  Garden  at  6  P.M. 

Bring  your  supper.  Report  of  Breeding  Bird  Count 

July  and  August  -  No  regular  meetings.  BUT  -  Don*t  forget  Picnics. 


PROGRAM  FIELD  TRIPS  &  PICNICS 

Sunday,  June  24  -  Gull  Island.  Leader:  Axel  Heilbcrn  (Niagara  Falls  32844).  Meet 

•  at  Peace  Bridge  at  7:30  A.M.  -  Fr.  Brockner  or  at  Port  Maitland 
Dock  at  9  A.M.  $3.00  per  person 

Sunday,  July  8  -  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie  -  Leader:  Ellen  J.  Windsor  (AM.  3570). 

Meet  at  Peace  Bridge  at  7:00  A.M. 

Saturday,  July  14  -  Picnic  -  Vaughans  -  Youngstown  -  SEE  MAP  (next  page) 
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Field  Trips  (con,Jc.) 


Sunday,  Aug.  19  -  Shore  Bird  Count  and  Picnic  -  Charles  Epes 

Sunday,  August  26  -  Montezuma  -  Mrs.  Leroy  Heiberg*  Meet  at  Univ.  Plaza  at  6:30  AM. 


Please  mail  your  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  3rd  day  of  the 
following  month  to:  Cyril  T.  rolfling.  Box  87,  Alden,  New  York 

EDITOR:  Ray  McCann  -  59  Ahderson  Place,  Buffalo  22,  New  York  (EL.  6169) 

TREASURER:  Ray  Kirsch,  159  Pleasant  Avenue,  Hamburg,  New  York  (EM.  4406) 


(37) 


I 


<“S  J  % 

t,;  ■ 


;*  s 


%  s- 


••  f 
4 


Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffa lo  Ornithological  Society,  Inc. 

Buffalo,  Hew  York 


THE  MONTH 

May  of  1356  should  be  remembered  for  a  long  timd  as  the  month  that  gave  us  the 
most  consistently  good  binding  in  many  years.  The  twelfth  was  probably  the  out¬ 
standing  day,  but  actually  there  were  very  few  days  when  birding  was  not  unusually 
good.  To  seek  the  causes  we  refer  to  the  weather  pattern.  May  was  cold  and  wet, 
much  as  April  had  been.  The  most  obvious  results  were  the  continuous  presence  of 
great  expanses  of  water  in  the  fields  throughout  the  month,  and  the  amazing  (and 
very  welcome)  lack  of  foliage  on  the  trees.  With  the  birds  arriving  pretty  much  on 
schedule,  it  was  a  joy  to  be  able  to  get  good  views  of  the  warblers  unhampered  by 
heavy  foliage.  I  particularly  noticed  that  the  warblers  sang  less  than  usual,  and 
wondered  if  it  was  because  they  could  keep  track  of  their  companions  by  sight  so 
easily. 

The  effect  of  the  cold  upon  the  insectivorous  birds  was  noteworthy*  The  ex¬ 
perience  of  Axtoll  and  myself  on  the  17th  was  typical  of  many  observers*  At  dawn 
we  started  at  Dunnvillo ,  Ont.  and  spent  the  rest  of  the  day  working  eastward  along 
the  Lake  Erie  shore.  The  temperature  was  in  the  twenties  and  a  higjj  wind  blow  in 
off  the  lake,  making  us  uncomfortably  cold  despite  warm  clothing.  Birding  was  easy, 
as  most  birds  wore  fairly  close  to  the  ground.  Some  species  were  actually  feeding 
or  resting  on  the  ground.  In  one  spot  our  car  was  xvithin  five  feet  of  a  retaining 
wall  on  which  three  Wood  Pewees  rested,  their  wings  held  an  inch  or  so  away  from 
their  bodies.  Occasionally  one  xvould  jump  into  the  air  one  or  two  feet  to  catch  an 
insect.  Other  pewees  were  on  the  ground  or  perched  a  foot  or  so  above  the  ground 
on  a  twig  of  bush  or  seedling.  Kingbirds  also  rested  on  the  ground,  usually  near 
the  shore.  We  must  have  seen  fifteen  or  more  male  Scarlet  Tanagers  resting  on  the 
lawns;  I  do  not  recall  seeing  one  in  a  tree.  Indigo  Buntings  'were  also  seen  resting 
on  the  ground.  We  sow  hundreds  of  swallows  feeding  on  the  lee  side  of  wind  breaks 
protecting  them  from  the  wind;  in  one  spot  wo  stood  in  the  center  of  such  a  group 
and  enjoyed  watching  the  darting  birds,  often  within  inches  of  us.  We  also  noted 
groups  of  Purple  Martins  crouched  flat  to  the  lee  roofs  of  two  buildings.  We  do  not 
have  reports  of  large  numbers  of  birds  starving  as  happened  in  other  areas,  but  many 
observers  have  told  us  of  seeing  ’’tanagers  right  on  the  ground”  and  the  museum 
received  four  such  phone  calls  on  the  18th  ffom  non-birdors. 

The  shore-bird  flight  was  fairly  good,  although  curlew  were  not  as  numferous  as 
usual.  The  cold  weather  kept  many  of  the  relatively  early  migrants  (notably  the 
ducks)  here  unusually  late,  giving  us  on  May  20  the  largest  spring  count  in  our 
history.  One  of  the  most  interesting  features  of  the  count  was  the  small  number  of 
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vireos  present.  Of  thirty  parties,  ten  reported  no  vireos,  five  reported  only  one 
virco  individual,  and  only  four  parties  found  more  than  ten,  I  doubt  that  there  i 
any  precedent  for  such  a  low  count.  Several  species  of  other  families  were  much 
more  common  than  usual  during  the  migration,  notably  Least  and  Yellow-bellied  fly¬ 
catchers,  Black  and  'vhito.  Magnolia,  Blackburnian,  Mourning,  .and  hrilson,s  warblers 
and  "White -crowned  Sparrow. 


Clark  S.  Beardsloo 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


*  -  indicates  first 

record  for 

the 

year 

L  -  11  last 

It  tt 

ii 

migration 

♦Least  Bittern 

May  11 

1 

Rumsey  Ridge  near 
Lewiston 

Klabundes 

it 

20 

1 

near  Falconer 

Parker 

Canada  Goose 

it 

5 

3000 

Wolcott  s' vi  1 1  e  -Oak 
Orchard 

Beardslee 

it 

21L 

2 

near  Wellsville 

McMurtry 

Blue  Goose 

it 

5L 

1 

Wolcott svillo 

Beardslee 

Greon-w.  Teal 

ii 

5 

20 

Wolcott sville-Oak  Orchard  ” 

American  V&dgeon 

it 

9 

8 

Pt,  Abino,  Ont. 

K. McCann,  C.  Renfrew 

ti 

27L 

3 

Can,  shore  L,  Erie 

Salisbury  et  al 

Ring-necked  Duck 

it 

5L 

12 

Oak  Orcha  rd 

Beardslee 

Bufflo-head 

ii 

21L 

4 

Pt .  Abino,  Ont, 

Andrle,  Hall,  Simmons 

Old-Squaw 

it 

13 

1 

near  Well svi lie 

McMurtry 

ii 

26L 

1 

Can,  shore  L,  Erie 

Caul 

Y.nite-w,  Scoter 

it 

6 

3 

near  Well svi lie 

McClure  rep,  McMurtry 

Broad  -wi ng .  Hawk 

it 

26 

1 

Bone  Run,  Chaut,  Co, 

Parker,  Robinson 

Bald  Eagle 

it 

3 

1 

Eden  Pd,-  Angola 

Coggeshall 

it 

5 

1 

Irving 

Andrles 

Osprey 

tt 

6 

1 

Oak  Orchard 

Buckland,  Janiec 

it 

2SL 

1 

Audubon  Refuge,  Java 

Andrles 

Peregrine  Falcon 

1! 

15 

1 

Lewiston 

Klabundes 

Virginia  Rail 

11 

27 

2 

Beaver  Is.St.Pk. 

Beardslee 

*3ora 

11 

6 

5 

Wellsville 

McMurtry 

♦FloridaGallinule 

It 

5 

1 

Oak  Orchard 

Beardslee 

It 

6 

2 

Wellsville 

McMurtry 

♦Ringed  Plover 

It 

5 

1 

Jaeger  Rocks,  Ont. 

Filor 

♦Black-bell.  Plover  ” 

7 

1 

Audubon  Golf  Course 

Cuddy 

tl 

8 

1 

tt  it  it 

Beardslee 

*Ruddy  Turnstone 

It 

17 

8 

Can.  shore  Lake  Erie 

Axtell,  Beardslee 

Hudsonian  Curlew 

11 

21 

1 

Point  Abino,  Ont. 

Andrle,  Hall,  Simmons 

It 

24 

16 

tt  it  tt 

it  it 

It 

24 

200 

Rockhous e-Morgan  Pt., 

Ont,  Coggeshall 

11 

26L 

10 

Can.  shore  L,  Erie 

Caul 

Greater  Yellow-leg; 

S  " 

27L 

1 

Stromness,Ont . 

Salisbury  et  al 

♦Knot 

11 

24 

10 

Can,  shore  Lake  Erie 

Coggeshall 

tt 

26-30 

10 

it  n  it  it 

Caul 

It 

27 

15 

ii  it  it  it 

Salisbury  et  al 

It 

30L 

8 

ii  it  tt  it 

Brockner 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

tt 

30L 

1 

it  it  it  ii 

Caul 

♦Least  Sandpiper 

tt 

6 

1 

Wellsville 

McMurtry 

It 

30L 

14 

Can.  shore  Lake  Erie 

Brockner 

Rcd-bkd.  Sandpiper 

11 

24 

50 

it  tt  tt  it 

Coggeshall 

11 

27,30 

10,: 

25  tf  11  M  n 

Caul 

tt 

30L 

4 

tt  it  n  tt 

Brockner 
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F;  •  Dowitcher 

May 

23 

8 

Clymer 

Elderkin 

Semi palm  Sandpiper 

it 

23 

2 

tt 

tt 

it 

25 

12 

Erie  Beach, Ont, 

K.  McCann,  V.  Hermes 

tt 

27 

33 

Can.  shore  Lake  Erie 

Salisbury  et  al 

tt 

30L 

30 

tt  it  tt  tt 

Brockner,  Caul 

Sander ling 

it 

27L 

4 

tt  it  tt  tt 

Salisbury  et  al 

Caspian  Tern 

tt 

21 

3 

Pt.  Abino,  Ont* 

Andrlc,  Hall,  Simmons 

♦Black  Tern 

it 

1,8 

1,3 

Wellsvillo 

McMurtry 

*Black-b.  Cuckoo 

it 

3 

1 

Gainesville 

Mrs*  E.  Smith 

it 

14 

1 

Creoksido  Dr.,  Nia.  Falls  Hcilborn 

*Earn  Owl 

tt 

21 

2 

Aldon 

Wolf ling 

V  ."hi  p-p  o  or-wi  1 1 

tt 

30 

1 

Onoville 

Elderkin 

♦Night hawk 

tt 

9 

1 

Abino  Bay,Ont. 

K.  McCann,  C.  Renfrew 

it 

12 

1 

Wellsvillo 

McMurtry 

tt 

14 

1 

Jamestown 

Elderkin 

♦Hummingbird 

tt 

12 

25 

Delaware  Pk* 

McCanns,  Beardsloes 

♦Kingbird 

tt 

6 

1 

Jamestown 

Elderkin 

tt 

6 

1 

Elma 

Coggeshall 

♦Crested  Flycatcher 

tt 

6 

1 

Oak  Orchard 

Buckland,  Janiec 

tt 

6 

1 

Elma 

Coggeshall 

*Yellow-b.  Flycatcher  "  13 

1 

Abino  Bay,  Ont. 

McCanns 

tt 

30L 

1 

it  tt  tt 

it 

♦Alder  Flycatcher 

tt 

15 

1 

Jamestown 

Elderkin 

tt 

15 

1 

Gainesville 

Mrs.  E.  Smith 

♦Least  Flycatcher 

tt 

3 

1 

tt 

tt  tt  tt 

tt 

5 

2 

Abino  Bay,  Ont; 

K.  McCann,  A,  Dietrich 

♦Wood  Pewee 

tt 

14 

6 

Jame  stoiim 

Elderkin 

tt 

16 

20 

Erie  Bcach~Morgan*s 

Pt . , Ont . 

Coggeshall 

*01ive-s.  Flycatcher  ” 

10 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cem. 

Schaffner 

tt 

19 

1 

t»  it  »t 

Brockner 

it 

27L 

1 

Dunnville,Ont • 

Salisbury  et  al 

♦Bank  Swallow 

# 

3" 

20 

Eden  Pd.  -  Angola 

Coggeshall 

tt 

5 

20 

Abino  Bay, Ont. 

K.  McCann,  A.  Dietrich 

Tufted  Titmouse 

tt 

20 

1 

Wellsville 

McMurtry 

Brown  Creeper 

tt 

19 

1 

Riverside  Pk. 

J  ewula 

tt 

19 

1 

Forest  Lawn-Del  aware 

Pk.  Brockner 

Winter  Wren 

tt 

8 

1 

Delaware  Pk. 

K.  McCann,  C.  Renfrew 

Carolina  Wren 

tt 

6 

1 

Wellsvillo 

McMurtry 

tt 

18 

1 

Abino  Bay, Ont. 

K.  McCann,  C.  Renfrew 

tt 

20 

1 

Mayville 

Parker 

tt 

27 

1  yn. 

Con. shore  Lake  Erie 

Salisbury  et  al 

tt 

30 

1 

Cresent  Beach, Ont. 

Brockner 

♦Short-b.  Marsh  Wren  w 

19 

1 

Eric  Boac$i,Ont* 

K.  McCann,  Renfrew s 

♦Wood  Thrush 

tt 

3 

1 

Wellsville 

McMurtry 

tt 

3 

5 

Gainesville 

Mrs.  E.  Smith 

Hermit  Thrush 

tt 

15 

1 

Delaware  Pk. 

Brockner 

tt 

18 

1 

Abino  Bay, Ont. 

K*  McCann,  C.  Renfrew 

tt 

19L 

1 

Delaware  Pk* 

Beardsleo 

*01ive-b.  Thrush 

tt 

5 

2 

Irving 

Brockners 

tt 

5 

2 

Riverside  Pk. 

J ewula,  Maciojewski 

*Gray-ch.  Thrush 

tt 

19 

1 

Elma 

Coggeshall 

tt 

19 

1 

Delaware  Pk* 

Beardsleo 

tt 

20 

6 

Batavia 

Buckland 

it 

26 

3 

Delaware  Pk. 

Mitchell  et  al 

tt 

27 

1 

Can.  shore  L.  Erio 

Salisbury  et  al 

tt 

29L 

3 

Jamestown 

Elderkin 

♦Voery 

tt 

5 

1 

Erie  Beach, Ont* 

K. McCann,  A.  Dietrich 

tt 

6 

1 

Wellsville 

McMurtry 

(40) 


*Blue-gr.  Gnatcatcher 

Maj 

T  3 

1 

Ed on  Pd. -Angola 

Coggenho.ll 

tt 

8 

1 

Delaware  Pk. 

D r  Beardslee 

it 

12 

1 

Forest  Lawn 

B^&ras  JLoc 

Oolden-cr.  Kinglet 

It 

12W 

2 

Forest  Lawn,  Delaware  1 

?,k  -  many  ob server s 

If 

12L 

2 

Cliff  St.,N*  ^alls 

Rogovs on 

Ruby-cr .  Kinglet 

If 

19 

4 

Delaware  Pk -.-Forest  Lawn  J'rookner 

It 

19 

2 

Riverside  Pk© 

Jew  a'  a 

II 

22L 

1 

Forest  Lawn 

Beard k  log 

*Yollov-th.  Vireo 

It 

12 

1 

Jamestown 

EldorLnn 

tt 

12 

1 

Croclcsido  Dr.,N.  Falls 

Heilborn 

It 

12 

1 

Dll aware  Pk. 

Boardsloe 

^Solitary  Vireo 

tt 

6 

1 

Wollsville 

Mo Mur try 

tt 

27L 

1 

Beaver  Is. St.  Pk. 

Beardslee 

*Rod-eyed  Vireo 

tt 

14 

1 

Jamestown 

Elderkin 

tt 

14 

1 

Lewiston 

Klabundes 

tt 

14 

1 

Well svillo 

McMurtry 

ft 

14 

1 

Buffalo 

Brockners 

* Philadelphia  Vireo 

tt 

12 

1 

Elma 

Coggcshall 

tt 

14 

1 

Croekside  Dr.,N.  Falls 

Heilborn 

tt 

16,17 

1,4 

Elma 

Coggeshall 

tt 

27 

1 

Forest  Lawn 

Brockner 

It 

29L 

1 

Elma 

Coggeshall 

*Warbling  Vireo 

tt 

5 

1 

Gowanda 

Andrle3 

tt 

9 

1 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

K  .McCann,  C.  Renfrew 

Black  &  Wh.  Warbler 

It 

2 

1 

Lewiston 

Klabundes 

*Frothonotary  Warbler 

tt 

10 

1 

Chaut.  Lake  Outlet 

Parker,  Elderkin, 

Robinson 

tt 

12 

1 

near  Wellsville 

McMurtry 

tt 

27 

1 

Bertie  Tvp  .  ,  Ont  • 

Salisbury  et  al 

*Golden~w,  Warbler 

It 

12 

1 

Delaware  Pk. 

McCanns,  Beardslees 

ft 

17 

1 

Sinking  Ponds,  E.  Aurora  Cogge shall 

*Blue-w.  Warbler 

tt 

4 

1 

Jamestown 

Elderkin 

It 

5 

1 

Versailles 

Andrles 

ft 

6 

1 

Wellsville 

McMurtry 

••-'Tennessee  Warbler 

tt 

9 

1 

tt 

tt 

tt 

13 

1 

Findley 

Elderkin 

tt 

14 

1 

Lewiston 

Klabundes 

tt 

29 

3 

Elma 

Coggeshall 

tt 

30L 

1 

Can.  shore  L.  Erie 

Brockner 

*Orange-cr  •  Warbler 

tt 

12 

1 

Delaware  Pk. 

McCanns,  Beardslees 

It 

13 

1 

Ft.  Erie-Abino  Bay, Ont 

.McCanns 

Nashville  Warbler 

tt 

2 

1 

Lewiston 

Klabundes 

ft 

4 

1 

Jamestown 

Elderkin 

*Parula  Warbler 

tt 

8 

1 

Wellsville 

McMurtry 

tt 

19 

1 

Elma 

Coggeshall 

tl 

19 

1 

Delaware  Pk. -Forest  Lawn  Beardslee 

tt 

19 

1 

James  torn,  Sunnyside 

(Chaut.  Lake) 

Robinson 

tt 

27L 

1 

Can.  shore  L.  Erie 

Salisbury  et  al 

Magnolia  Warbler 

tt 

0 

1 

Jonestown 

Elderkin 

tt 

9 

1 

Wellsville 

McMurtry 

*Cape  May  Warbler 

tt 

8 

1 

t« 

tt 

tl 

12 

2 

Forest  Lawn, Delaware  Pk.  Beardsl&e,  McCanns 

tt 

27L 

2 

Can.  shore  L.  Erie 

Salisbury  et  al 

*Bl.-th.  Bl.  Warbler 

tt 

8 

1 

Jamestown 

Elderkin 

tt 

10 

1 

Creelcside  Dr.,N.  Falls 

Heilborn 

tt 

27L 

1 

Forest  Lawn 

Brockners 

tt 

27L 

1 

Can.  shore  L.  Erie 

Caul,  Salisbury  et  al 

Myrtle  Warbler 

tl 

27L 

4 

Forest  Lawn 

Brockners 

It 

27L 

3 

Can.  shore  Lake  Erie 

Mitchell, Salisbury  et 
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*51  ,-thr  •  Gr Warbler 

May 

3 

1 

vnellsvi  lie 

McMurtry 

it 

4 

1 

J  ame  st  ov.tl 

Elder kin 

tt 

27 

15 

Can.  shore  L.  Erie 

Salisbury  et  al 

*Cerulean  Warbler 

tt 

19 

1 

Abino  ^av,Ont. 

K.  McCann,  Renfrews 

*Blaokburnian  Warbler 

it 

4 

1 

Jamestov.n 

Elder kin 

ti 

5 

2 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

K.  McCann, A. Dietrich 

♦Chestnut-s.  Warbler 

tt 

7 

1 

Yfellsvillo 

McMurtry 

tt 

10 

1 

Eden  Pond-Angola 

Coggeshall 

♦Bay-br •  Warbler 

tt 

14 

1 

Lewi  ston 

Klabundcs 

tt 

14 

1 

Elma 

Coggeshall 

tt 

14 

1 

Jamestown 

Elder kin 

tt 

30L 

1 

Can .shore  Lake  Erie 

Caul 

*B lack-poll  Warbler 

tt 

17 

1 

Morgan  s  Point, Ont. 

Ax tell,  Beardslee 

tt 

19 

1 

Yfellsvillo 

McMurtry 

tt 

27 

1 

Can. shore  Lake  Erie 

Salisbury  et  al 

*Frairie  Warbler 

tt 

6 

1 

Forest  Lawn 

Freitag 

tt 

12L 

2 

Forest  Lawn 

Beardslee 

*Y.r ,  Palm  Warbler 

tt 

5 

3 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

K.  McCann,  A.  Dietrich 

tt 

6 

1 

Well svi lie 

McMurtry 

tt 

6 

2 

Forest  Lawn 

Freitag 

♦Ovoribird 

tt 

5 

1 

Point  Abino, Ont. 

K. McCann, A.  Dietrich 

tt 

6 

1 

Delaware  Pk. 

Beardslee 

tt 

6 

1 

WellsVille 

McMurtry 

Nor*  Waterthrush 

tt 

7 

1 

tt 

tt 

tt 

8 

1 

Forest  Lawn-Morgans  Pt 

• ,Ont.  Brockner 

La.  Y'aterthrush 

it 

26 

1 

Bone  Run.  Chaut .  Co. 

Robinson 

* Kentucky  Warbler 

tt 

18-22 

1 

Lewiston 

Klabundes 

*Conn.  Yfarbler 

tt 

19 

1 

Forest  Lawn 

Nathan  et  al 

♦Mourning  Yfarbler 

tt 

15 

8 

Gainesville 

Mrs.  E.  Smith 

Com*  Yellowthroat 

tt 

3 

1 

Eden  Pond-Angola 

Coggeshall 

tt 

5 

1 

Yfolcottsville-Oak  Orchard  Buckland 

it 

5 

1 

Versailles 

Andrles 

Yellow-br.  Chat. 

tt 

15,20 

1,1 

Yfellsville 

McMurtry 

tt 

24 

1 

Rockhouse  Pt.,Ont. 

Coggeshall 

♦Hooded  Warbler 

tt 

14 

1 

Elma 

tt 

tt 

21,22 

1,1 

Lev/i  ston 

Klabundes 

*B1  .-capped  Warbler 

tt 

12 

2 

Forest  Lawn 

Beardslee 

tt 

17 

1 

Sinking  Ponds,  E.  Aurora  Coggeshall 

tt 

27 

2 

Forest  Lawn 

Brockners 

tt 

27 

7 

Can.  shore  Lake  Erie 

Caul,  Salisbury  et  al 

it 

29L 

2 

Elma 

Coggeshall 

♦Canada  Yfarbler 

it 

12 

1 

Jamo  st  own 

Elderkin 

tt 

12 

1 

Yfellsvillo 

McMurtry 

♦Redstart 

tt 

5 

1 

tt 

tt 

tt 

9 

1 

Jamestown 

Elderkin 

Bobolink 

it 

2 

1 

Y-olcottsville 

Beardslee 

tt 

3 

3 

Gainesville 

Mrs.  E.  Smith 

♦Yellow-headed  Blackbird 

"  6 

1 

Mo  r gans  Pt . , Ont • 

Axtell,Andrle,  Nathan, 
Braunberns 

♦Orchard  Oriole 

tt 

9 

1 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

K.  McCann,  C.  Renfrew 

tt 

14 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cem. 

Nathan  et  al 

tt 

19,26 

1,1 

Lewiston 

Klabundes 

♦Baltimore  Oriole 

tt 

1,3 

1,1 

Lev/i  ston 

tt 

tt 

5 

1 

E  .  Aurora 

Mitchell 

♦Scarlet  Tanager 

tt 

5 

1 

Yfellsvi  lie 

McMurtry 

♦Rose-br.  Grosbeak 

tt 

6 

1 

tt 

tt 

Indigo  Bunting 

tt 

12 

1 

Creekside  Dr.,N.  Falls 

Heilborn 

tt 

13 

1 

Fort  ^rie-Abino  Bay, Ont.  McCanns 

(42) 


Evening  Grosbeak 

May 

8 

1 

Jamestown 

Robinson 

tt 

8 

3 

Hamburg 

Avery 

ti 

21L 

2 

Wollsville 

Me Mur try 

Rod  Crossbill 

it 

•• 

6 

16 

Emery  Pk. 

Coggeshall 

II 

21 

4 

Holland 

James  rep.  Mitchell 

♦Grass  hopper  Spr.rrow  M  6 

1 

Abino  Bay,0nt. 

McCanns 

u 

10 

1 

Mellsvi lie 

McMurtry 

♦Hons 1  ow  *  s  S  parrow 

it 

3 

1 

tt 

tt 

Xj 

♦Lark  Sparrow 

A^r .29 

l(cc 

illected)  Vandalia 

Eaton 

May 

11 

1 

Morgan s  Point, Ont • 

Drobits 

Tree  Sparrow 

tt 

5 

1,2 

Erie  Beach,  Point  Abino, 

Ont  • 

K.  McCann,  A.  Dietrich 

tt 

9L 

2 

Point  Abino, Ont, 

”  ,  C.  Renfrew 

YJh.-cr.  Sparrow 

it 

12 

50 

Buffalo  area 

Beardslee 

it 

26 

2 

Hamburg 

Avery 

tt 

26 

1 

Riverside  Pk. 

Jewula 

tt 

30L 

1 

Darien 

T/olfling 

Yih.-th.  Sparrow 

tt 

26 

1 

Can. shore  Lake  Erie 

Caul 

tt 

26 

1 

Delaware  Pk. 

Mitchell  et  al 

tt 

27L 

1 

Can.  shore  Lake  Erie 

Salisbury  et  al 

♦Lincoln^  Sparrow 

tt 

5 

1 

Dunkirk 

Mitchell  et  al 

it 

10 

1 

Eden  Pond-An£ola 

Cpggeshall 

it 

13 

1 

Elma 

it 

tt 

16 

1 

Erie  Beach-Morgan* s 

Pt.,0nt.  11 

tt 

21 

1 

Point  Abino, Ont. 

Andrle,  Hall,  Simmons 

tt 

24L 

1 

Can.  shore  L.  Erie 

Coggeshall 

Species  and  subspecies 

previ 

ously 

recorded  159  (includes  Lark  Sparrow) 

Additional  species 

and 

subspecies 

recorded 

in  May  84  (includes  D.-cr.  Cormorant, 

Amor .  Egret,  Mute  Swan,  Pigeon  Hawk,  Hungarian 
Partridge,  Virginia  Rail,  Golden  Plover,  Hudsonian 
Curlew,  E.  Dowitcher,  Semipalm.  Sandpiper,  Godwit, 
Sanderling,  Rock  Dove,  Yellow-b.  Cuckoo,  Long-b.  Marsh 
T.rren,  Horn- eating  Ylarbler,  Brewster  *  s  Y'arblor ,  Pine* 
TTarbler,  and  La.  Yfaterthrush  from  Spring  Count) 

Total  to  date  243 


BcQ.S .  SANCTUARY  COMMITTEE 

The  Sanctuary  Committee  acknowledges  with  thanks  additional  contributions 
from:  Charles  M.  Epes 

Kay  and  Ray  McCann 

George  C.  Nelms  (Pittsburgh,  Pa.) 

George  Dick  Smith,  Jr. 


Axel  Heilborn 


REPORT  OF  SPRING  COUNT  -  Sunday,  May  20,  1956 

The  early  morning  of  the  Spring  Count  day  was  cold  with  a  hard  frost  -  at 
6:00  A.M.  (DST)  the  temperature  was  28°  -  35° •  The  middle  of  the  day  was  sunny 
and  warmer  -  possibly  55° •  The  late  afternoon  was  cloudy  and  colder.  116  members 
and  friends  took  part  in  this  count.  202  species  and  nearly  50,000  individual  birds 
were  reported.  The  following  sectional  divisions  of  the  BOS  territory  are  those 
shown  on  the  map  that  was  distributed  with  the  May  issue  of  the  Prothonotary ; 
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(Report  of  Spring  Count - 

Sectional  Division 
1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 
11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

19 

20 
21 
22 


23 

25 

26-27 


Common  Loon 
Hornod  Grebe 
Piod^billed  Grebe 
D.-cr.  Cormorant 
Gr.-Bluo  Heron 
Amor.  Egret 
Green  Heron 
B.-cr,  Night  Heron 
Amer •  Bittern 
Least  Bittern 
Mute  Swan 
Whistling  Swan 
Canada  Goose 
Mallard 
Black  Duck 
Gadwall 
Pintail 
Grecn-w,  Teal 
Blue-w*  Teal 
Amer,  Widgeon 
Shoveller 
Hrood  Duck 
Redhead 
Canvas-back 
Lesser  Scaup 
Buffi e-hcad 
Old- squaw 
Vhite-w.  Scoter 


con*t • ) 

Observers 

Amos,  Elabundes,  Lowe,  Salisburys 

Boardsleo,  Verrill 

Vaughans 

Vanderblcs 

Lehrers,  McCanns,  Tulinoffs 
Braunberns,  Emerson,  Nathan,  Schaffner 
Hickmans,  Mitchell,  Moore 
Brown stein,  Greene,  Hall 
Clark,  Cummiskeys,  Thorpe 
Edelman,  King,  Tilley 

Browns,  Gardiner,  Heilborns,  Jensen,  Schwenger, 
Tearo,  Mobster 

Abrams,  Facklam,  Karlak,  Tearo,  Webster,  Wendlings 
Annabal,  Beebe,  Buckland,  Mqhaney,  Masons,  Pixley 
Me Shanes 

Bowen,  Samuels,  Turner 

Almendinger,  Bacon,  Bourne,  Creighton,  Melberg 
Lovelace,  Ulrichs 

Clark,  Meierhoffer,  Musacchios,  Stanleys 
Beal,  Randell,  Robison 

Andersen,  Belknap,  Brockners,  Burlesons,  Hiller, 

Lockwood,  Parker,  Potters,  Rowlands,  Schupps, 
Winns • 

Andorson,  Carey,  Elderkins,  Knott 
Eatons 

Baker,  Brandos,  Burdicks,  Davie,  Maddern,  McClures, 
McMurtrys 

Bird  List 


15 

Ruddy  Duck 

21 

6 

Hooded  Merganser 

1 

12 

Amer.  Merganser 

11 

1 

Red-br.  Merganser 

115 

26 

Turkey  Vulture 

23 

2 

Sharp- sh.  Hawk 

2 

53 

Cooper* s  Hawk 

4 

24 

Rod-tailed  Hawk 

35 

6 

Red-should.  Hawk 

8 

3 

Broad -wing  •  Hawk 

3 

1 

Bald  Eagle 

1 

6 

Marsh  Hawk 

22 

12 

Pigeon  Hawk 

1 

58 

Sparrow  Hawk 

28 

42 

Ruffed  Grouse 

7 

2 

Pheasant 

103 

4 

Hung,  Partridge 

2 

6 

Virginia  Rail 

5 

62 

Sora 

17 

12 

Florida  Gallinule 

20 

8 

Coot 

42 

13 

Ringed  Plover 

50 

2 

Killdeer 

196 

4 

Golden  Plover 

6 

292 

Black-bell,  plover 

6 

41 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

156 

59 

"Woodcock 

7 

17 

Wilson1 s  Snipe 

3 
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V 


Bird  List  (con’t,) 

Hudsonian  Curlew  20 

Upland  Sandpiper  5 

Spotted  Sandpiper  168 

Solitary  Sandpiper  10 

Greater  Yellow-legs  9 

Lesser  Yellow-legs  6 

Least  Sandpiper  3 

Red-bkd.  Sandpiper  272 

E •  Dowitcher  20 

Semipalm,  sandpiper  14 

Godwit  (sp.?)  1 

Sanderling  1 

Herring  Gull  469 

Ring-b.  Gull  2729 

Bonaparte’s  Gull  98 

Common  Tern  1142 

Caspian  Tern  4 

Black  Tern  295 

Rock  Dove  738 

Mourning  Dove  581 

Yellow-b.  Cuckoo  2 

Black-b.  Cuckoo  3 

Screech  owl  (YN)  3 

Great  Horned  Owl  5 

Barred  Owl  3 

Long-eared  Owl  2 

Shprt -eared  Owl  1 

Night  hawk  21 

Chimney  swift  537 

Hummingbird  35 

Belted  Kingfisher  57 

Flicker  313 

Piloatcd  Wbodpeckcr  5 

Red-headed  woodpecker  41 

Ycllow-b.  Sapsucker  4 

Hairy  Woodpecker  19 

Downy  Woodpecker  62 

Kingbird  291 

Crested  Flycatcher  74 

Phoebe  144 

Yellow-b.  Flycatcher  15 

Alder  Flycatcher  1 

Ldast  Flycatcher  204 

Wood  Pewee  32 

Olive-s.  Flycatcher  5 

Prairie  Horn.  Lark  97 

Tree  Swallow  927 

Bank  Swallow  2900 

Rough-w.  Swallow  333 

Barn  Swallow  970 

Cliff  Swallow  26 

Purple  Martin  909 

Blue  Hay  269 

Crew  688 

Black-c.  Chickadee  180 

Tufted  Titmouse  13 

'.'hit  e-b  r .  Nut  hate  h  63 

Red-br.  Nuthatch  16 

Brown  Creeper  1 


House  TTren 

202 

Carolina  WTren 

1 

Long-b.  Marsh  Wren 

20 

Catbird 

805 

Brown  Thrasher 

89 

Robin 

2517 

Food  Thrush 

103 

Hermit  Thrush 

4 

Olive-b.  Thrush 

146 

Gray-ch.  Thrush 

14 

Veery 

76 

Bluebird 

46 

Bl,-gr«  Gnatcatcher 

9 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

35 

Pipit 

2 

Cedar  Waxwing 

49 

Loggerhead  Shrike 

2 

Starling 

7268 

Yellow-th.  Vireo 

6 

Solitary  Vireo 

10 

Red-eyed  Vireo 

47 

Philadelphia  Vireo 

14 

Warbling  Vireo 

34 

Bl.  &  Wh#  Warbler 

73 

Prothonotary  Warbler 

4 

W o rm- eating  Wa rb 1 e r 

1 

Golden-w.  Warbler 

4 

Blue-w.  Warbler 

8 

Brewster’s  Warbler 

1 

Tennessee  Warbler 

190 

Orange-cr.  Warbler 

12 

Nashville  Whrbler 

193 

Parula  Warbler 

21 

Yellow  Warbler 

868 

Magnolia  Warbler 

480 

Cape  May  Warbler 

43 

Bl.-thr,  Bl.  Warbler 

52 

Myrtle  Warbler 

572 

Bl.-thr.  Gr.  Warbler 

152 

Cerulean  Warbler 

11 

Blackburn.  Warbler 

320 

Chestnut-s.  Warbler 

358 

Bay-b.  Whrbler 

122 

Black-poll  Warbler 

15 

Pine  Warbler 

2 

W.-Palm  Warbler 

10 

Oven-bird 

125 

Nor.  Waterthrush 

35 

La.  V'aterthrush 

4 

Kentucky  Whrbler 

1 

Mourning  Warbler 

21 

Com.  Yellowthroat 

137 

Yellow-br.  Chat 

9 

Hooded  Warbler 

9 

Bl .-capped  Whrbler 

57 

Canada  Whrbler 

138 

Redstart 

369 

House  Sparrow 

?  2924 

Bobolink 

596 

(45) 
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Bird  List  (con’t.) 

E .  Meadowlark 

594 

Goldfinch 

1359 

Red-w,  Blackbird 

3055 

Red  Crossbill 

2 

Orchard  Oriole 

8 

Eastern  Towhce 

111 

Baltimore  Oriole 

604 

Savannah  Sparrov/ 

179 

Gracklo 

2816 

Grasshopper  Sparrow 

20 

Cowbird 

1210 

Henslowts  Sparrow 

6 

Scarlet  Manager 

110 

Vesper  Sparrow 

99 

Cardinal 

81 

Slate-col.  Junco 

11 

Rose-br.  Grosbeak 

148 

Chipping  Sparrow 

226 

Indigo  Bunting 

95 

Field  Sparrow 

211 

Evening  Grosbeak 

5 

IVh.-cr.  Sparrow 

114 

Purple  Finch 

29 

Vih.-th.  Sparrow 

79 

Pine  Siskin 

61 

Lincoln1 s  Sparrow 

8 

Swamp  Sparrow 

69 

Song  Sparrow 

1259 

HOGRAM  -  MEETINGS 


No  regular  mootings  in  July  and  August. 

First  Fall  Hooting  -  Sopt .  12  -  Grand  Island  Sanctuary  Report  -  Ed  Ulrich 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 


Ploaso  note  the  picnic  dates*  There  will  be  no  postcard  reminders. 

Sunday,  August  19  -  Shore  Bird  Count  and  Picnic.  Note:  THE  PICNIC  HILL  BE  AT 

HARD  KLEPFER  * S  HOME,  THUNDER  BAY,  ONTARIO  and  not  at  Charles 
Epos  as  previously  announced.  Sec  the  map  for  the  route  to 
Hard  Klepfer^  home.  Fee  fl.50  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Sanctuary  Fund.  Please  call  Eugenia  Praemassing  (AT.  1618)  for 
reservations  before  August  15.  Meet  at  4:00  P.M.  for  the 
picnic  supper. 
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Sunday,  August  26  -  Montezuma  -  Leader:  Mrs.  Leroy  Heiberg  (Eli.  2161)#  Meet  at 

University  Plaza  at  6:30  A.M. 


ORNITHOLOGICAL  LITERATURE  ACCESSIONED  IN  THE  LIBRARY 
and  Reading  Room,  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science 
_  _  sihee  December,  1955.  _ 


Barton;  Roger  —  HOT  TO  WATCH  BIRDS  —  McGraw-Hill 

Butcher,  Dover cux  --  SEEING  AMERICA’S  WILDLIFE  IN  OUR  NATIONAL  REFUGES  —  Devin-Adair 
De  Phelps,  Kathleen  -  AVES  VENEZOLANAS  —  Creole  Petroleum  Co. 

Hochbaum,  H.  Albert  —  TRAVELS  AND  TRADITIONS  OF  WATERFOViL  —  Univ.  of  Minn.  Press 

Matthews,  G.V.  —  BIRD  NAVIGATION  -  Cambridge  Univ.  Press 

Peterson,  Roger  T.  —  WILD  AMERICA  -  Houghton-Miff  lin 

Pettit,  Mary  P.  —  MY  HOBBY  IS  BIRD  WATCHING  —  Hart 

Richardson,  Wyman  —  THE  HOUSE  ON  NORSET  MARSH  —  Norton 

Sprunt,  Alexander  --  NORTH  AMERICAN  BIRDS  OF  PREY  -  Harper 

CHILDREN’S  BOOKS 

Darling,  Louis  —  GKEENHEAD  -  Morrow 
Earle,  Olive  L.  —  ST'.ANS  OF  WILLOW  POND  -  Morrow 
Hader,  Berta  -  THE  FRIENDLY  PHOEBE  —  Macmillan 
Henderson,  L.M.  -  A  CHILD’S  BOOK  OF  BIRDS  -  Maxton 
Sears,  Paul  M.  —  BARN  SWALLOW  -  HolidayHousc 
Seidel,  Alexander  *-  CHILD’S  BOOK  OF  WILD  BIRDS-  Maxton 


Editor 

Associate  Editor 
printer 

Distribution  Manager 
Associate  Distribution  Mana 
Assistant  Distribution  Mana, 


STAFF  OF  THE  FROTEONOTARY 

Ray  McCann 
Kathryn  Praomassing 
Edward  Cummiskey 
Jacqueline  Stains 
er  Mrs.  E.P.  Cummiskey 

er  Fred  Hall 


Flease  mail  your  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  third  day  of  the 
following  month  to  Cyril  T.  Wolf ling.  Box  87,  Alden,  Nov;  York 

EDITOR:  Ray  McCann,  59  Anderson  Place,  Buffalo  22,  New  York 

TREASURER:  Ray  Kirsch,  159  Pleasant  Avenue,  Hamburg,  New  York 
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Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society, Inc . 

Buffalo,  New  York 


THE  MONTH 


June  was  dry,  with  only  one  inch  of  rainfall,  1.71  inches  below  the  mean.  Al¬ 
though  the  average  temperature  for  the  month  was  nine-tenths  of  a  degree  above 
normal,  the  first  six  days  showed  a  continuation  of  the  cold  weather  of  May.  The 
retarded  development  of  the  vegetation  was  exemplified  in  the  postponement  of 
Rochester^  famous  "Lilac  Sunday"  until  June  3rd,  two  weeks  later  than  usual;  but 
even  on  that  late  date  most  lilacs  were  barely  commencing  to  bloom,  the  height  of 
their  flowering  period  not  coming  until  several  days  later.  Although  bird  movements 
were  not  so  backward  as  the  vegetation,  early  June  was  none-the-less  remarkable  for 
the  number  of  migrant  birds  that  delayed  their  departure  for  the  North. 

Harold  H.  Axtell 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


L  -  indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 


Least  Bittern  June 

2 

1 

Kenmore  Ave. 

Allen,  rep.  Mitchell 

Fintail 

n 

3 

4 

Wolcottsville 

Schaffner  et  al 

ti 

21 

2 

Swifts  Mills 

Stein,  rep.  Schaffner 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

tt 

1L 

3 

Rose  Hill,  Ont. 

Fisk 

Wilson* s  Snipe 

tt 

23 

1 

Audubon  Refuge,  Java 

Schaffner, Nathan, Stein 

tt 

24 

3 

(l  adult. 

Lowbnnks,  Ont. 

2  Yn) 

tt  tt  tt 

Semipalm.  Sandpiper 

tt 

10L 

1 

Can.  shore  L.  Erie 

Caul 

Short-b.  Marsh  Wren 

tt 

3 

2 

Wolcottsville 

Schaffner  et  al 

01ive-b*  Thrush 

tt 

8L 

1 

Ardmore  PI.,  Bflo. 

Brockners 

Prothonotary  Warbler 

tt 

3,14 

3 

Oak  Orchard 

Schaffner,  Coggeshall 

et  al 

tt 

24,30 

1 

Nye  Rd.,0nt. 

Brockner, Schaffner  etal 

B  r  owst o r  *  s  Wa rb 1 er 

tt 

2 

1 

Irving 

Schaffner 

Nashville  Warbler 

tt 

21 

1 

Ton.  Ind.  Rea 

Schaffner i  Stein 

Magnolia  Warbler 

tt 

2L 

1 

Delaware  Pk* 

Brockner 

Bl.-thr.  Bl.  Warbler 

tt 

2L 

1 

tt  tt 

tt 

Bay-br.  Warbler 

tt 

3L 

1 

Oak  Orchard 

Schaffner 

Black-poll  Warbler 

tt 

3L 

8 

tt  tt 

tt 

tt 

3L 

1 

Delaware  Pk* 
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1 


Irving 


Schaffner 


Species  and  subspecies  previously  recorded  243 
Additional  species  and  subspecies  recorded  in  June  0 
Total  to  date  243 


GULL  ISLAND  TRIP 
June  24,  1956 

There  are  few  trips  scheduled  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  which  are 
not  carried  out  according  to  plan.  However,  on  June  24,  wo  were  confronted  with  a 
very  foggy  day  and  our  loader.  Axel  Koilborn,  after  consulting  with  the  boatman, 
cancelled  the  trip  to  tho  island.  However,  not  all  participants  could  be  reached 
and  we  expected  to  meet  some  of  our  Canadian  friends  at  Port  Maitland.  He,  there¬ 
fore,  decided  to  proceed  to  Port  Maitland,  and  enroute  stopped,  to  observe  a  most 
unusual  mated  pair,  apparently  a  male  Prothonotary  Warbler,,  which  sings'??.  Yellow 
Warbler  song,  and  a  female  Yellow  Warbler We  observed ‘tiotti  parents  carrying  food 
to' their  nestlings,  but  did  not  disturb  the  nesting  site  or  examine  it,hs  we 
feared  to  disturb  the  nesting  pair. 

Proceeding  to  Port  Maitland,  we  found  that  the  fog  was  still  dense  and  while 
waiting  to  see  if  it  might  lift  we  visited  an  island  about  six  miles  west  of  the 
Grand  River  on  which  we  understood  that  terns  were  nesting.  He  found  it  possible 
to  wade  out  to  the  island  in  Horseshoe  Harbor  and  found  at  least  200  pair,  possibly 
100  or  so  more,  nesting  on  the  small  rocky  island.  Many  of  the  nests  contained  eggs 
and  there  wore  young  in  all  stages  of  growth.  The  island  is  so  low  that  it 
appeared  to  have  been  washed  by  the  waves  from  heavy  storms  from  time  to  time  over 
a  considerable  part  of  its  surface.  Some  of  the  adult  birds  had  bands  and  we  under¬ 
stand  that  Cy  Wolf ling  has  since  captured  and  banded  a  number  of  adults.  We  banded 
a  few  of  the  young.  He  did  not  remain  on  the  island  long  as  the  young  appeared  to 
be  chilled  in  the  damp  foggy  weather  and  wo  did  not  wish  to  keep  the  parents  away 
from  their  young  too  long. 

On  our  return  trip  we  visited  the  farmyard  at  Mohawk  Point  in  which  both  a 
pair  of  Baltimore  Orioles  and  a  pair  of  Orchard  Orioles  were  nesting  in  two  adjacent 
spruce  trees,  about  30  feet  above  the  ground.  The  nests  were  built  in  the  midst  of 
tho  hanging  masses  of  spruce  boughs,  similar  to  the  position  of  the  Golden-Crowned 
Kinglet’s  nest  in  the  Hamburg  Cemetery  ^  year  ago. 

The  seventeen  members  and  guests  took  part  in  an  interesting  trip  in  spite  of 
the  fact  that  we  could  not  take  the  boat  to  the  island. 

Harold  D.  Mitchell 


RESTING  RECORDS 
May  and  June  -  1956 


Symbols:  N  -  nest;  E  -  egg;  Yn  -  young  in  nest;  Yo  -  young  out  of  nest.  Ditto 
marks  in  the  species  column  indicate  the  activity  of  a  single  nest. 


Species 

Nest 

Location 

Date 

Observer 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

IT 

Irving 

May  5 

Schaffner,  Nathan 

Red- should.  Hawk 

N 

Gowanda 

"  5 

it  tt 

tt  It  tl 

2  Yn 

tt 

June  2 

Schaffner 

Pheasant 

HUE 

Delaware  Park 

May  21 

it 

it 

HUE  (deserted)  ”  *' 

June  2 

tt 
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posting  Records  (ccn't.) 


Species 

Nest 

Location 

Date 

Observer 

Mourning  Dove 

N2Yn 

Morgan 

Pt . ,  Ont . 

May  6 

Schaffner,  Filor 

Mourning  Dove 

3TT 

it 

it  it 

"  6 

Axtolls,  Nathan  et  al 

Mourning  Dove 

N2E 

it 

it  it 

"  6 

it  ti  tt 

Long-eared  Owl 

N4E 

ti 

ti  it 

"  6 

Thorpe,  Filor, 

Schaffner,  R.  Axtell 

tt  ii  it 

ME 

ii 

it  it 

"  7 

Schaffner,  Brownstein 

n  ii  ii 

N4E 

tt 

ii  ti 

M  11 

Schaffner,  Filor, 

Byron  et  al 

it  it  ti 

N3  Yn 

ii 

ti  ii 

”  26 

Schaffner, Nathan, 

Thorpe 

Long-oared  Owl 

1  Yo 

tt 

ti  tt 

”  11 

Filor,  Gregory 

Belted  Kingfisher 

N 

Beaver 

Island  St.Fk. 

Apr .  28 

Schaffner 

Bolted  Kingfisher 

N 

Stromness,  Ont. 

May  7 

Brownstein,  Schaffner 

Belted  Kingfis/ier 

N 

Forest 

Lawn 

”  15,17 

Schaffner 

Flicker 

N 

rismers 

Corners,  Ont. 

"  30 

Schaffner,  Nathan 

Hairy  Y'dpkr. 

N 

Lowbank 

:s ,  Ont . 

”  26 

Nathan, Thorpe, Schaffner 

ft  tt 

NYn 

ti 

n 

"  27 

Salisbury, Nathan  et  al 

ii  n 

NYn 

it 

ii 

”  30 

ii  it  ii 

Prairie  Horn.  Lark 

1  Yo 

Morgan 

Pt . , Ont . 

May  30 

Schaffner,  Nathan 

Carolina  hr on 

NlYn 

Sugar loaf  Farms 

26 

Schaffner , Thorpe , Nathan 

Ft.  Co lb erne, Ont • 

it  n 

NlYn 

tt 

it  it 

"  27 

Schaffner, Salibbury, 

Nathan 

ii  ii 

NlYn 

it 

tt  it 

M  30 

Schaffner,  Nathan 

Mood  Thrush 

N 

Pt .  Abino  St a • , Ont . 

”  27 

Schaffner, Salisbury, 

Brownstein 

Prothonotary  Marblcr  N 

Oak  Or 

chard 

June  3 

Emersons,  Nathan  et  al 

Red-w.  Blackbird 

N4E 

Stromness, Ont • 

May  20 

Schaffner 

Red-w.  Blackbird 

N2Yn 

Pt.  Abino  St a., Ont. 

"  30 

Schaffner,  Nathan 

Balt.  Oriole 

N 

tt 

it  tt  it 

"  30 

ii  ti 

Song  Sparrow 

N1E 

Rockhous  e  Pt , , Ont • 

"  11 

Byron  et  al 

Song  Sparrow 

N 

it 

it  tt 

"  30 

Schaffner 

Art  Schaffner 


SPAIN  -  NORTHWARD 

From  the  coast  of  the  Heditcrraneah  Sea  inland  for  four  hundred  miles  roll  the 
highlands  of  the  Spanish  Plateau.  The  valleys  of  five  great  rivers  and  the  uplifts 
of  numerous  mountain  ranges  and  island-like  hills  interrupt  the  surface  of  one  of 
the  loftiest  area.s  in  Euhope*  Y.Tiethcr  in  the  grim  arid  terrain  of  Estremadura,  the 
scarred  and  broken  folds  of  Aragon,  or  the  austere  tablelands  of  haughty  Castile, 
one  feels  a  strange  power  and  an  unfathomable  grandeur  which  is  embodied  in  the 
very  solitude  and  immensity  of  this  high  country. 


North  of  the  Sierra  Korcna  on  the  road  to  Madrid  the  yellow-brown  of  the  late 
summer  croplands  was  intensified  by  mountains  of  puffy  white  clouds  towering  over 
the  distant  horizon.  Y.e  observed  with  pleasure  the  swi ft  pale  Lesser  Kestrels 
hunting  for  nice  and  grasshoppers  over  the  grassy  hills.  These  gregarious  little 
falcons  could  bo  seen  in  flocks  of  as  many  as  two  dozen  birds.  Magpies  had  been 
much  in  evidence  at  various  places,  so  we  immediately  noticed  that  "several  of  them 
possessed  light  blue  wings  and  tails.  A  close  look  revealed  their  black  caps  and 
gray-brown  bodies.  Azure-winged  Magpies-  are  found  locally  in  central  and  south 
Spain,  and  their  habits  are  much  the  same  as  those  of  their  black  and  white 
relat ives. 
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S poin-Forthwa r d  ( c  on  *  t  • ) 

Cr.pped  by  the  seven  thousand  eight  hundred  foot  Pico  Penalarn,  the  bulk  of  the 
Sierra  de  Guadarramn  rears  imposingly  above  the  parched  summer  plains  of  Castile,, 

On  the  higher  slopes  grow  beautiful  forests  of  tall  pines,  and,  in  this  green 
world  in  the  height  of  the  havoc or rada  Pass,  we  found  various  bird  species,  which 
wore  also  resident  in  the  evergreen  forests  of  control  Europe,  Blue,  Coal,  Great, 
and  Crested  Tits  were  common  as  wore  also  Tree  Creepers  and  Nuthatches*  Tiny 
iirecrests  flitted  about,  looking  much  like  our  Kinglets,  and  with  them  several 
black  and  white  Pied  Flycatchers  sallied  forth  from  dead  branches  in  their  cease- 
loss  quest  for  insects*  Y.c  heard  again  the  cries  of  the  Booted  Eagles  and  watched, 
fascinated,  as  they  wheeled  and  plunged  over  the  wooded  valley  below*  An  emphatic 
chipping  from  the  pines  directly  overhead  made  us  look  up  to  locate  a  female  Cross¬ 
bill  feeding  on  the  abundant  crop  of  cones* 

In  the  foothills  of  the  (Buadarrama  range  lies  the  city  of  Segovia;  vjo  gazed  in 
wonder  at  the  high  arches  and  mortarless  stones  of  the  large  acqueduct  which  stands 
ninety  feet  above  the  principal  thoroughfare*  Still  in  use  after  many  centuries 
this  long  structure  attests  to  the  industry  and  ingenuity  of  the  Roman  artisans* 

Our  road  then  wound  northwest  through  undulating  rocky  country  with  sparse  grasses 
and  low  gnarled  bushes  growing  in  the  sandy  soil.  A  large  Buzzard-like  bird  was 
perched  on  a  rock  outcropping  not  far  ahead,  and  we  perceived  that  its  head  was 
rather  largo  and  its  dark  throat  and  upper  breast  contrasted  with  the  whitish  of 
the  remainder  of  its  underparts*  It  took  to  the  air  and  rose  above  us,  showing  a 
faintly  barred  tail  and  the  extreme  whiteness  benetith  its  wings*  Tre  were  thrilled 
to  identify  cur  first  Short-toed  Eagle*  Curious  earless  Little  Owls  peered  from 
small  hollows  and  ledges  along  the  steeper  hillsides* 


Descending  toward  the  tiny  village  of  Zarzuela  we  pa ssed  through  vast  sunlit 
plains  with  here  and  there  clumps  of  dwarf  oaks  and  scattered  stands  of  maquis 
showing  pale  green  against  the  endless  brown  grass*  Arid-looking  mountains  loomed 
far  off,  their  shart  outlines  softened  by  the  shimmering  heat  waves  and  dust  haze. 
Tie  could  almost  believe  that  we  v/ere  in  Africa,  so  similar  were  these  immense 
reaches  to  those  we  had  seen  in  pictures  of  parts  of  Tanganyika  Territory*  This 
feeling  was  strengthened  as  we  watched  three  vultures  tearing  at  the  carcass  of  a 
dead  animal  on  the  ground  about  seventy-five  yards  distant.  As  we  studied  these 
giant  birds  we  could  see  that  two  possessed  the  peculiar  white  neck  ruff  of 
Griffon  Vultures  but  the  third  was  a  slightly  la  rger  and  darker  bird  with  a  brown 
ruff  and  bare  bluish -pink  skin  on  its  heavy  neck.  This  vulture  flapped  ponderously 
into  the  air  and,  turning,  came  back  low  over  the  road  about  thirty  yards  away*  1”e 
could  clearly  see  its  distended  crop  and  powerful  beak,  and  the  eleven  foot  spread 
of  its  mighty  wings  was  impressive  indeed*  This  Black  Vulture  ranges  over  most  of 
the  peninsula  and  usually  nests  in  trees  or  on  cliff  faces  in  the  more  secluded 
mountains • 


Farther  on  we  paused  to  watch  a  large  flock  of  nondescript  Corn  Buntings 
bathing  in  a  rapidly  drying  pool  at  the  road  edge.  To  our  left  was  a  dry  stony 
hillside  with  lo w  oaks  and  maqui  thickets  of  cistus,  arbutus  and  myrtle.  Here, 
after  a  diligent  search,  we  obtained  a  good  view  of  an  elusive  warbler;  it  was  gray¬ 
headed  with  narrow  white  eye-ring  and  malar  region,  pinkish-brown  breast,  bright 
rufous  wing  coverts,  and  straw-colored  legs.  Typical  habitat  for  the  Spectacled 
Tiarblcr  was  the  xerophytic  undergrowth  of  such  terrain*  Several  buteos,  which  wo re 
sailing  ab  ovc  a  far  ridge,  were  identified  as  Buzzards*  Flying  above  us  was  a 
larger  bird,  and  through  the  telescope  vie  saw  its  rusty  head,  rufous  underparts, 
and  rather  long  closely  barred  tail.  Careful  scrutiny  of  this  bird  and  a  compari¬ 
son  of  its  size,  shape  and  coloration  with  those  of  the  nearby  Buzzards  showed  that 
it  was  Bonclli*  s  Eagle.  This  agressive  bird  of  prey  is  a  local  resident  through¬ 
out  Spain  where  it  prefers  low  altitudes  in  mountainous  country* 
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Spain-Northward  (con't,) 


South  of  Valladolid  a  crow- si zed  crested  bird  with  long  dark  gray  tail  and 
v.hite- spotted  brown  uppcrparts  passed  across  the  road  with  a  rapid  and  direct 
flight •  This  conspicuous  Great  Spotted  Cuckoo  is  px rasitic  and  usually  chooses  a 
Crow  or  Magpie  nest  in  which  to  lay  its  eggs*  Y’e  stopped  for  the  night  on  the 
rough  and  barren  Moscta  de  Hue la  southwest  of  Zaragoza  and  listened  to  the  eerie 
wailing  calls  of  the  Stone  Curlews  ns  they  f 1 cw  past,  silhouetted  against  the 
fading  glow  in  the  western  sky*  This  placo  was  lonely  and  uninviting,  but  it 
possessed  an  indefinable  peace,  and  here  we  could  sense  the  silence  and  restraint 
which  is  basically  the  heart  and  soul  of  Spain. 

From  high  above  the  Aragonese  town  of  Jaca  wo  watched  a  Booted  Eagle  soar 
against  a  breathtaking  panorama  of  massive  gray  peaks  and  heavy  clouds  in  a  chaotic 
sky#  Patches  of  snow  wore  still  evident  in  the  sheltered  heights  of  the  Pyrenees, 
and  the  air  began  to  grow  cooler  as  we  started  to  ascend.  Stocky  brown-backed  Crag 
Martins  skimmed  over  the  narrow  road  and  out  into  blue  space  over  the  deep  valley 
while  ubiquitous  long-tailod  Dartford  Y/arblers  scolded  us  from  the  dense  growth  on 
the  steep  sides  of  the  mountain  gorge.  Griffon  Vultures  spread  their  great  wings 
and  planed  out  from  ledges  in  the  sheer  wall  a  thousand  feet  above  us*  Tie 
searched  fruitlessly  for  chamois  among  the  cliffs  and  high  meadows  in  the  spectacu¬ 
lar  Ordesa  Valley,  a  Spanish  National  Park.  Pert  little  Dippers  disported  in  the 
cold  clear  waters  of  the  mountain  streams.  This  European  bird*s  habits  are  very 
similar  to  those  of  the  North  American  species,  and  in  coloration  it  differs  from 
the  latter  only  in  having  a  white  throat  and  breast.  At  six  thousand  feet  altitude 
in  the  Fortalet  Pass  clouds  and  mist  swirled  around  us,  almost  obscuring  the  craggy 
peaks  which  thrust  over  three  thousand  feet  higher.  Again  we  watched  the  crow-like 
Choughs  as  they  swept  in  straggling  flocks  across  the  faces  of  the  peaks;  we  were 
elated  to  see  that  they  had  the  down -curved  yellow  bills,  which  mark  the  Alpine 
species.  They  range  to  much  greater  altitudes  than  the  red-billed  birds,  and  they 
do  not  frequent  seacoasts.  Flocks  of  pretty  pink  and  brown  Linnets  and  tail- 
bobbing  Rock  Pipits  hunted  food  among  the  wet  and  mossy  stones  of  this  alpine  world 

The  many  wild  and  remote  areas,  the  variety  of  habitats,  and  a  fortunate  con¬ 
tinental  location  enable  Spain  to  possess  a  comparatively  rich  avifauna  with  an 
interesting  element  of  southern  species.  From  this  unique  land  we  have  brought 
many  pleasant  memories,  and  the  desire  to  return  at  some  future  time  will  ever 
remain  with  us . 


Patricia  and  Bob  Andrle 


PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 


No  regular  meetings  in  August.  Regular  meetings  are  at  8:00  P.M.  on  lYednesdays  in 
the  Humboldt  Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science. 

Sept.  12  -  First  mooting  of  the  season.  Let*s  all  get  together!  Grand  Island 
Sanctuary  Report  -  Ed  Ulrich. 

Sept,  26  -  Niagara  Frontier  Parks  and  Plans  for  their  Development  -  Speaker:  A»M, 
Anderson,  Executive  Secretary  and  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Niagara  Parks 
Commission.  Flans  for  Fall  Duck  Census.  -  Leader:  Bob  Coggeshall. 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

Saturday  morning  Fall  Bird  balks  -  Aug.  18  through  Nov,  3.  Meet  at  Rumscy  and 
binds or  -  Delaware  Park  at  7:00  A.M. 


(52) 


Program  -  Field  Trips  (c *t  • ) 

Sunday*  August  19  -  Shore  Bird  Count  and  Ficnic  at  Hard  Klepfc^s  home.  Thunder 

Bay,  Ontario;  see  the  map  in  the  June  Prothonotnry.  Fee  ,‘50 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Sanctuary  Fund,  Please  call  Eugenio. 
Frnemnssing  (AT#  1618)  for  reservations  before  Aug#  15#  Meet 
at  4:00  F.M#  for  the  picnic  supper# 

Sunday,  Aug.  26  -  Montezuma  l.'ildlife  Refuge  -  Loader:  Mrs.  Leroy  Heiberg  (EM.  2161)# 

Meet  at  the  University  Plaza  at  6:30  A.M# 

Sunday,  Sept#  16  -  Hamilton  Region  -  Joint  trip  with  the  Hamilton  Nature  Club  - 

Leader:  T.E.  Benner.  Meet  at  the  intersection  of  routes  20  and 
53  in  Ontario  at  10  A.M. 

Sunday,  Sept.  23  -  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie  -  Leader:  Harold  H.  Axtell  (GR.  4100) 

Meet  at  the  Peace  Bridge  at  7:00  A.M. 

Sat ur day-Sunday ,  Sept.  29-30  -  Fyma tuning  rreekend .  Leader  Rinston  Brcckner  (SU.5896), 

Meet  at  the  Buffalo  City  Hall  at  7:00  A.M. 


Sunday,  Sept.  30  -  Batavia ,  LoRoy,  Caledonia  -  Leader:  Mrs.  O.L.  Tixlcy.  Buffalo 

leader:  Harold  Mitchell  (AT.  3359).  Meet  at  the  University 
Ilaza  at  7:30  A.M. 


*  *  ^ 

B.O.S.  Sanctuary  Committee 

The  Sanctuary  Committee  gratefully  acknowledges  a  contribution  from  the 
Tulinoffs* 


Axel  Hoilbofcn 


*  *  *  * 


Please  mail  your  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  third  day  of  the 
following  month  to  Cyril  T.  Rolf ling.  Box  87,  Alden,  N.Y. 

EDITOR:  Ray  McCann,  59  Anderson  Place,  Buffalo  22,  New  York 

TREASURER:  Ray  Kirsch,  159  Pleasant  Ave.  ,  Hamburg,  New  York 
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THE  MONTH 

This  was  the  coolest  July  since  1947,  with  the  temperature  1.7  degrees  below  the 
mean*  Sunshine  was  15%  below  normal.  The  temperatures  of  Lake  Erie  averaged  66°  , 
the  coldest  in  the  29  years  of  record.  Rainfall  was  1.11  inches  above  normal* 
rrh ether  these  conditions  affected  the  local  birdlife  remains  to  be  seen.  The  leading 
B.O.S.  interest  this  month  was  in  the  unsuccessful  effort  to  find  whether  the  male 
Prothonotary — female  Yellow  Warbler  pair  would  attempt  a  second  nesting,  following 
the  removal  of  the  young  of  the  first  brood  from  their  nest  In  June  for  ornitholo¬ 
gical  purposes.  Also  of  major  interest  was  the  nesting  of  a  pair  of  Acadian  Fly¬ 
er  tchers  at  Abino  Hills,  Ont.  The  implications  in  the  presence  of  the  two  Ospreys 
repeatedly  seen  at  Point  Abino,  Ont.,  and  of  the  singing  White-eyed  Vireo  collected 
north  of  Akron  are  worthy  subjects  for  speculation. 


Harold  H,  Axtell 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


*  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  year 
F  -  ”  ”  M  M  migration 


Pintail 

July 

25 

3 

Mud  Lake,  Ont. 

Coggeshall 

Ruddy  Duck 

it 

4 

2 

tt  tt  tt 

Caul 

tt 

25 

1 

tt  tt  tt 

Coggeshall 

Amer.  Merganser 

tt 

19-29 

1-8 

Can.  shore  Lake  Erie 

Schaffner, Mitchell  etal 

Red-br.  Merganser 

It 

15 

6 

Pt.  Abino,  Ont* 

Brockners,  McCanns, 

Tulinoffs 

It 

28 

1 

ti  tt  tt 

S  c  haf f ne  r , Hit  che 1 1 , 

Nathan 

Bald  Eagle 

It 

17 

1 

Wellsville 

Me Mur try 

Osprey 

It 

15-29 

1-2 

Pt.  Abino, Ont. 

Schaffner,  McCanns, 

Brockners  et  al 

Ringed  Plover 

tt 

21F 

1 

Can.  shore  Lake 

Erie 

Caul 

tt 

22 

1 

tt  tt  tt 

it 

Mitchell  et  al 

tt 

25 

2 

tt  tt  tt 

tt 

Coggeshall 

Black-bell.  Plover 

tt 

17F 

1 

Pt.  Abino, Ont. 

Schaffner 
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Ruddy  Turnstone 

July 

25F 

1 

Can.  shore  Lake  Erie 

Coggeshall 

tt 

26 

3 

Rose  Hill,  Ont. 

Schaffner,  Fisk 

Wil son's  Snipe 

it 

18F 

2 

Ton.  Ind.  Res.  swamp. 

Akron 

Coggeshall 

it 

19 

1,2 

Rockhouse  Pt . ,Stromness , 

Ont  • 

Schaffner 

ii 

25 

1 

Can.  shore  Lake  Erie 

Coggeshall 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

tt 

25 

1 

it  it  ii  ii 

it 

n 

26 

1,2 

Erie  Beach,  Yacht 

Hsrbor,0nt . 

Schaffner 

Greater  Yellow- legs 

it 

15F 

1 

Abino  Bay, Ont* 

McCanns, Brockners , 

Tulinoff s 

it 

28 

1 

Can.  shore  Lake  Erie 

Caul 

it 

30 

6 

Pt,  Abino, Ont. 

K.  McCann 

Lesser  Yellow-legs 

it 

15F 

10 

Can, shore  Lake  Erie 

Caul 

ti 

21 

20 

it  ii  tt  tt 

ti 

it 

22 

14 

it  it  it  ti 

Mitchell  et  al 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

it 

19F 

4,1 

Rockhouse  Pt., Morgan 

Pt  • , Ont • 

Schaffner 

ii 

21 

1 

Can.  shore  Lake  Erie 

Caul 

ii 

22 

1 

u  it  it  it 

Mitchell  et  al 

Least  Sandpiper 

it 

19F 

42 

Ft.  Erie-Rockhouse  Pt. 

,0nt.  Schaffner 

ii 

21 

1 

it  it  it  ii 

"  Caul 

it 

22 

14 

it  ti  ti  ti 

"  Mitchell  et  al 

Eastern  Dowitcher 

it 

19F 

2 

Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt. 

Schaffner 

• 

it 

21 

2 

Can.  shore  Lake  Erie 

Caul 

it 

22 

2 

ii  it  it  it 

Mitchell  et  al 

♦Stilt  Sandpip  er 

ti 

25 

1 

it  ti  it  it 

Coggeshall 

Semi  palm.  Sandp  iper  1 

15F 

40 

it  it  it  it 

Caul 

it 

21 

50 

it  ti  it  it 

tt 

it 

22 

60 

n  it  it  it 

Mitchell  et  al 

Sander ling 

tt 

15F 

1 

Yacht  Harbor, Ont. 

Schaff nor , Nathan, 

Robinson,  Brown 

ti 

19 

1 

Morgan  Ft., Ont. 

Schaffner 

it 

21 

3 

Can.  shore  Lake  Erie 

Caul 

Bona part e 1 s  Gul 1 

ti 

19F 

1,3 

Morgan  Pt • ,  Rockhouse 

Pt .,0nt. 

Schaffner 

ii 

21 

50 

Can, shore  Lake  Erie 

Caul 

Caspian  Tern 

it 

19 

1 

Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt. 

Schaffner 

Yhi p  -poor -wi  1 1 

"  1 

.,3 

1 

Abino  Bay,  Nye  Rd.,0nt 

•  McCanns 

♦Acadian  Flycatcher 

"  15-30 

2 

Abino  Bay, Ont. 

Schaffner , McCanns  etal 

Carolina  Wr en 

all 

month 

2 

ii  it  ti 

McCanns,  et  al 

July  19 

1 

Wellsville 

McMurtry 

it 

22 

1 

Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt. 

Mitchell  et  al 

Loggerhead  Shrike 

ii 

25 

1 

Can.  shore  Lake  Erie 

Coggeshall 

♦White-eyed  Vireo 

it 

18 

1 

Ton,  Ind.  Res., Akron 

it 

Prothonotary  Warbler  all 

month 

1 

Nye  Rd . , Ont • 

McCanns,  Schaffner  etal 

Yollow-br,  Chat 

it 

26 

1 

Abino  Bay, Ont. 

K,  McCann,  S.  Brockner, 

A.  Ulrich 


Species  and  subspecies  previously  recorded  243 

Additional  sp  ecies  and  subspecies  recorded  in  July  _ 3 

Total  to  date . ,  246 
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ACADIAN  FLYCATCHER  AT  ABINO  BAY.,  ONTARIO  -  a°55 

On  the  afternoon  of  July  15,  1S56  V.'inston  Brockner  and  I  were  walking  in  the 
woods  at  Abino  Bay  r nd  saw  a  small  flycatcher.  It  called  several  times ?  and  wo 
identified  it  as  the  Acadian  Flycatcher.  We  saw  clearly  its  white  eye-ring  ana 
wing-bars  and  its  size.  The  call  was  most  explosive  and  loud.  Wo  were  abouc  fifty 
feet  from  the  bird  .and  observed  it  with  7  x  35  and  7  x  50  coated  binoculars  in  sun¬ 
light.  The  call  was  not  that  of  the  Least  Flycatcher  (che-bek’),  nor  that  cf  the 
Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher  (poe-wee),  nor  that  of  the  Alder  Flycatcher  (fitz-oow  or 
wee-be’-o).  It  was  higher  than  any  of  these  and  of  a  different  quality  but  short 
and  two- syllabled* 


On  July  22  Harold  and  Rachel  Axtell  and  Ray  McCann  and  I  were  looking  for  the 
Acadian  Flycatcher  at  the  same  spot,  the  foot  of  Dr.  George  MarcyTs  steps.  Harold 
Axtell  saw  it  first  and  immediately  afterward  saw  it  fly  to  its  nest.  We  all  had 
excellent  looks  at  it  from  about  fifty  feet.  We  noted  that  its  bill  was  larger 
than  that  of  the  other  small  flycatchers  and  that  its  flanks  wore  yellowish.  We 
did  not  hear  it  except  at  a  distance. 

The  nest  is  about  twenty  feet  above  the  ground  in  a  fork  of  a  limb  of  a  yellow 
birch.  The  limb  hangs  over  a  level  open  space  at  the  foot  of  the  north  slope  of  a 
sand  dune.  The  path  to  the  steps  crosses  this  open  space.  The  dunes  are  covered 
with  beocho§,  oaks,  maples  and  other  deciduous  trees.  At  the  foot  of  the  dunes  is 
a  swampy  wood  with  much  ground  yew,  hemlock  and  yellow  birch.  Nearby  grow  poison 
sumac  and  other  swamp  plants  including  many  ferns. 

On  July  26  Alice  Ulrich,  Sylvia  Brockner  and  I  saw  the  bird  on  and  off  the  nest 
and  hoard  its  liquid  one-syllabled  call  many  times  -  -  but  not  the  two-syllabled 
call. 

On  July  29  Harold  Mitchell,  Bernard  Nathan,  Arthur  Schaffner,  Ray  McCann  and  I 
saw  the  Acadian  Flycatcher  on  and  off  its  nest.  We  heard  repeatedly  the  bird’s 
liquid  alarm  note,  which  sounds  to  me  something  like  "bweep" •  Then  we  heard  in  the 
distance  repeatedly  the  high  sharp  two-syllabled  call  of  the  mate. 

On  July  30  I  sat  in  the  woods  from  6  to  6:30  A.M.  and  studied  the  call  of  the 
Acadian  Flycatcher.  From  the  steps  I  saw  both  birds  at  the  nest  and  nearby.  The 
call  sounds  to  me  like  "swee-sit" ,  "klce-sit"  or  ”f lee-sit ”  rather  than  the  "spit- 
chee  I”  described  by  Peterson.  It  is  high,  emphatic,  short  and  two-syllabled.  It 
doesn’t  sound  like  anything  else  I  can  identify. 

The  Flycatcher  continued  to  brood  the  eggs  until  August  6  when  Harold  Mitchell 
and  Albert  J.  Fright  II  saw  the  parent  feeding  the  baby.  After  this  date  I 
observed  the  feeding  almost  daily. 

On  August  7  the  Flycatcher  uttered  its  warning  note  many  times  while  it  sat  on 
the  nest.  After  this  date  I  did  not  hear  the  warning  note  from  the  nest. 

On  August  9  Alice  Ulrich,  Sylvia  Brockner  and  I  looked  with  Alice’s  27-power 
Bausch  and  Lomb  telescope  from  the  top  of  the  dune  about  a  hundred  feet  from  the 
nest.  We  saw  the  baby  clearly  —  there  was  only  one.  The  parent  appeared  quite 
greenish  in  the  leafy  sunlight.  The  baby’s  head  was  covered  with  what  appeared  to 
be  four  large  white  curls  of  down.  The  baby  was  quite  active  and  the  parent  spent 
a  great  deal  of  its  time  during  our  visit  attempting  to  cover  it.  The  parent  would 
push  the  baby  down;  the  baby  would  s  quirm  free;  the  parent  would  push  the  baby  down 
again.  Except  for  two  brief  feeding  periods,  this  pushing  down  and  squirming  free 
continued  for  a  half  hour.  Then  we  left  for  fear  the  baby  would  be  worn  out. 

The  next  day,  August  10,  the  parent  had  apparently  solved  the  "pushing  down" 
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Acadian  (con*t.) 


problem.  She  sat  on  the  nest  with  the  babyfs  head  up  in  front  of  her  breast.  She 
fed  it  once  while  I  watched  but  still  seemed  eager  to  cover  it. 

On  August  15  I  saw  both  parents  with  the  baby.  The  baby  was  gray  now  and 
large  enough  that  the  parents  made  no  attempt  to  cover  it. 

On  August  17  at  noon  Alice  Ulrich,  Helen  Means  and  I  saw  the  baby  at  the  nest 
with  one  parent  in  good  sunlight.  Again  we  used  Alices  telescope  from  the  top  of 
the  dune.  The  baby  was  now  a  regular  flycatcher  except  that  it  had  practically  no 
tail.  Its  white  eye-ring  and  wing-bars  were  quite  distinct.  The  baby  got  onto  the 
rim  of  the  nest  and  tried  its  wings  often  while  the  parent  sat  quietly  nearby  and 
watched  it  and  us.  We  felt  it  vrould  not  be  long  before  it  could  fly.  The  parent 
fed  it  only  twice  during  the  half  hour  wo  were  there. 

At  S  P.M.  the  same  day  Malcolm  and  Carol  Renfrew  and  Ray  and  I  went  to  see  the 
birds,  but  they  had  departed.  V.e  did  not  see  them  again. 

I  understand  that  this  is  the  first  record  of  an  Acadian  Flycatcher  nesting  in 
Ontario. 


Kay  McCann 


PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 


Regular  meetings  are  at  8:00  P.M.  on  Wednesdays  in 
the  Humboldt  Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science, 

Sept.  26  -  Niagara  Frontier  Parks  and  Plans  for  their  Development  -  Speaker:  A.M. 

Anderson,  Executive  Secretary  and  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Niagara  Parks 
Commission.  Plans  for  Fall  Bird  Count  -  Leader:  Bob  Coggeshall 

NO  MEETING  -  Oct.  10  -  Since  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Buffalo  Society  of  Natural 

Sciences  falls  on  Oct.  10,  the  Officers  and  the  Program  Committee  of  the 
B.O.S.  have  cancelled  the  October  10  meeting  and  have  moved  the  Annual 
Meeting  to  October  24. 

October^  -  Annual  Meeting  and  Election  of  Officers.  Report  of  Fall  Bird  Count.  - 
Leader:  Bob  Coggeshall. 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 


Saturday  Morning  Fall  Bird  Walks  -  August  18  through  Nov.  3.  Meet  at  Rumsey  and 
Windsor  -  Delaware  Park  at  7:00  A.M. 

Sunday,  Sept.  16  -  Hamilton  Region  -  Joint  trip  with  the  Hamilton  Nature  Club. 

Leader:  W.E.  Benner.  Meet  at  the  intersection  of  routes  20  and  53  in 
Ontario  at  10  A.M. 

Sunday,  Sept.  23  -  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie  -  Leader:  Harold  H.  Axtell  (GR.  4100). 
Meet  at  the  Peace  Bridge  at  7:00  A.M. 

Saturday-Sunday,  Sept.  29-30  -  Pymatuning  Weekend  -  Leader:  Winston  Brockner 
(SU.  5896),  Please  make  your  room  reservations  directly.  Write  to 
Mrs.  Myrtle  Bielo ,  Travelers  Inn,  Linesville,  Pa.  -  Meet  at  the  Buffalo 
City  Hall  at  7  A.M. 
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Sunday,  Sept.  30  -  Batavia,  Lc  Roy,  Caledonia  -  Leader:  Mrs.  O.L.  Pixley.  Buff a] 

leader:  Harold  Mitchell  (AT.  3359).  Meet  at  the  University 
Plaza  at  7:30  A.M. 


^  brealcf a st  and  two  picnics  added  $>137.75  to  the  Sanctuary  Fund  and  pro¬ 
vided  enjoyable  experiences  for  members  and  friends  of  the  Buffalo 
Ornithological  Society.  The  society  wishes  to  express  its  sincere  thanks 
and  appreciation  to  the  Vaughans,  and  the  Klepfers  and  Mrs.  Kennedy  for  the 
use  of  their  lovely  homes  and  their  warm  hospitality.  It  is  hoped  that 
B.O.S.  will  have  more  such  gatherings  next  year. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  BUFFALO  0RNI1H0 LOGICAL  SOCIETY 


Honorary  President 
President 

Vi  c  e-P  r  e  s  i  c  en  t 

Treasurer 

Recording  Secretary 
Corresponding  Secretary 

Librarian 

Statisticians 

James  Savage 

Mrs.  E.  C.  Ulrich 
Philip  Greene 

Ray  Kirsch 

Mrs.  M.  W.  Dietrich 
Mrs.  M.  H.  Abrams 

Marie  Wendling 

Harold  Axtell 

Bernard  Nathan 

Council  Members 

1953-1956 

1954-1957 

1955-1958 

Mrs.  J,  E.  Bacon 

Kathryn  Praemassing 
Edward  Ulrich 

Mary  Louise  Emerson 
Harold  Mitchell 

Cyril  Wolf ling 

Mrs.  V/.  W.  Brockner 
Fred  Hall 

Ray  McCann 

Chairman:  Kathryn  Praemassing 
Secretary:  Mary  Louise  Emerson 


Please  mail  your  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  third  day  of  the 
following  month  to  Cyril  T.  Wolfling,  Box  87,  Alden,  New  York. 

EDITOR:  Ray  McCann,  59  Anderson  Place,  Buffalo  22,  New  York 

TREASURER:  Ray  Kirsch,  159  Pleasant  Ave.,  Hamburg,  New  York 
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THE  MONTH 

This  was  the  fourth  wettest  August  on  record,  with  5.89  inches  of  rainfall, 

3.35  inches  above  the  mean.  Temperature  was  about  normal,  but  Lake  Erie  continued 
colder  than  usual.  Whatever  caused  the  extraordinarily  large  quantities  of  algae 
to  wahh  up  o^to  the  beaches  of  Lake  ErieTs  Canadian  shore  gave  us  one  of  the  best 
seasons  for  shore  birds  in  recent  years.  As  this  algae  decayed  it  attracted  vast 
numbers  of  the  small  invertebrates  that  form  the  staple  food  supply  of  shore  birds, 
which  in  turn  were  attracted.  At  the  same  time,  this  decay  had  the  opposite  effect 
on  the  bathers  that  have  been  increasingly  cluttering  the  beaches  and  frightening 
the  birds  away  in  recent  years.  Bird-watchers,  however,  being  experienced  in  the 
pleasures  and  thrills  of  birding  at  garbage  dumps  and  sewer  outlets,  were  undaunted, 
and  enjoyed  many  a  breathless  moment  in  the  haunts  of  sandpiper  and  plover.  The 
most  outstanding  increase  was  in  Least  Sandpipers,  which  were  present  in  many  times 
their  usual  numbers.  Sometimes  a  trip  to  the  best  spots  along  the  shore  resulted  in 
a  larger  count  of  Least  than  of  Semipalmated  Sandpipers,  an  unprecedented  situation. 

Harold  H.  Axtell 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


*  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  year 
F  -  M  ”  H  ”  migration 


Amer.  Egret  Aug.  11F 

1 

Sherman 

Parker 

”  23 

1 

Prondergast  Pt. 

n 

M  25 

1 

Alma  Pond 

McMurtry,  Baker 

n  27 

1 

Allegany  Co. 

ti  tt 

Least  Bittern 

«  4 

1 

Can.  shore  Lake 

Erie 

Caul 

Pintail 

"  11 

1 

it  tt  it 

tt 

tt 

Amer.  Merganser 

tt  4,11 

1,1 

tt  it  ti 

it 

tt 

• 

t*  4 

3 

Pt.  Abino,  Ont. 

Mitchell,  Beardslee, 

Schaffner,  Nathan 

Rod-br,  Merganser 

t>  4 

3 

ii  tt  tt 

tt  tt  tt  tt 

Bald  Eagle 

M  4 

1 

Can.  shore  Lake 

Erie 

Caul 

Osprey 

"  18 

1 

near  Well svi lie 

McMurtry 

(59) 


(t'f 


1 1  ( 


*"01 


Black-bell*  Plover 

Aug 

.  4 

1 

Erie  Beach, Ont* 

Mitchell,  Beardslee, 

Schaffner, Nathan,  Caul 

it 

6 

1 

Can.  shore  Lake  Erie 

K*  McCann 

♦Willet 

n 

4 

1 

Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt* 

Caul,  Andrlcs, Thill  etal 

Knot 

tt 

26F 

1 

Barcelona 

Beal 

E.  Dowitcher 

it 

12 

1 

Port  Colborne,Ont « 

McCanns,  Tulinoffs 

it 

19 

6 

Abino  Bay-Rockhouse 

Pt  *,0nt . 

K.  McCann,  F.M.  Row, Caul 

Stilt  Sandpiper 

tt 

4 

1 

Rockhouse  Ft*, Ont* 

Andrles,  Thill 

tt 

19 

2 

Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt. 

K.  McCann,  F.M.  Rew 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

tt 

19F 

40 

Abino  Bay-Rockhouse 

Pt  .,0nt* 

K.  McCann,  F.M.  Rew, Caul 

Acadian  Flycatcher 

tt 

1-17. 

1-3 

Abino  Bay,  Ont# 

many  observers 

Olive-s •  Flycatcher 

tt 

27 

1 

tt  it  it 

K.  McCann 

Purple  Martin 

tt 

31 

50,000 

Jamestown 

Beal 

Carolina  Wren 

tt 

1-17 

1 

near  Angelica 

McMurtry 

tt 

1-31 

4 

Abino  Bay, Ont. 

K.  McCann 

Bl.-gr*  Gnatcatcher 

tt 

25 

2 

Can .shore  Lake  Erie 

Caul 

Loggerhead  Shrike 

tt 

19 

2 

tt  tt  tt  tt 

i 

tt 

Bl*  &  YJh*  Warbler 

it 

19F 

1 

«  tt  it  tt 

tt 

Myrtle  Warbler 

tt 

27F 

1 

Wellsville 

McMurtry 

Nor*  Wat ert brush 

tt 

19 

1 

Thunder  Bay, Ont. 

McCanns , Brockner s , 

Hcilborns 


Species  and  subspecies  previously  recorded  246 
Additional  species  and  subspecies  recorded  in  August  1 
Total  to  date  247 


THE  THRILL  OF  BIRBING  IN  A  NEW  TERRITORY 


On  Friday,  August  31,  Winston  and  I  left  Buffalo  to  attend  the  A.O.U.  Meeting 
in  Denver,  Colorado.  We  arrived  in  Denver  Sunday  afternoon  with  two  days  to  spare 
before  the  meeting  and  paper  sessions  started*  That  evening  in  our  motel  room, 
with  Peterson’s  and  Pettingill’s  western  guides,  we  calmly  planned  a  trip  for  the 
next  day. 

At  dawn  we  started  off  to  explore  the  Mountain  Parks  owned  by  the  city  of 
Denver.  The  first  park.  Red  Rocks,  is  just  about  six  miles  from  the  city  limits  in 
the  front  range  of  the  Rockies.  It  is  here  that  their  fabulous  Easter  sunrise  ser¬ 
vices  are  held  in  a  natural  amphitheater  between  huge  slabs  of  red  stone.  But  we 
were  not  as  much  interested  in  this  as  we  were  in  seeing  birds*  Our  first  western 
bird  was  the  Magpie;  spectacular,  saucy  and  somewhat  ridiculous,  they  flew  across 
the  road,  dragging  their  long  tails  behind  them.  As  we  stopped  the  car,  a  brillant 
St oiler’s  Jay  hopped  about  in  a  ponderosa  pine  and  then  flew  away  across  the  valley# 
Pipits  teetered  over  the  rocks,  a  Red-shafted  Flicker  roller-coastercd  across  the 
hillside,  and  what  could  only  have  been  a  Rock  Wren  disappeared  into  some  scrubby 
bushes*  Believe  me,  we  were  no  longer  calm l  While  I  vainly  tried  to  find  the 
elusive  Rock  Wren,  V.rinston  had  White -throated  Swifts  flying  overhead*  Returning  to 
the  car  we  flushed  a  beautiful  pair  of  Spotted  Towhees* 

We  now  climbed  higher  into  the  mountains  to  Genesee  Mountain  Park,  the  largest 
(2403  acres)  of  the  Denver  Mountain  Parks*  Here  at  approximately  7500  feet  eleva¬ 
tion  as  we  stepped  from  the  car,  we  heard  the  sloxver  slurred  notes  of  the  Mountain 
Chickadees*  I  have  always  been  particularly  fond  of  our  own  Black-capped  Chickadee, 
but  these  little  sprites  completely  won  my  heart#  More  friendly,  more  inquisitive, 
and  with  their  white  eyebrows  giving  them  a  look  of  perpetual  amazement,  they  are 
completely  irresistible.  And  now  the  birds  came  thick  and  fast  !  And  every  one 
Hew l  Williamson’s  Sapsucker,  first  the  confusing  female  looking  much  like  a  flicker 
and  then  the  bold  black  and  white  male.  Pygmy  Nuthatch,  Audubon’s  Yfarbler,  Grace’s 
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Warbler,  Western  Bluebird,  Mountain  Bluebird,  Townsend  rs  Solitaire,  Gray-headed 
Junco  !  Whew J  When  at  last  the  wave  had  subsided  a  little,  we  were  practically 
weak  with  excitement  and  our  poor  Peterson* s  western  guide  ragged  from  both  of  us 
grabbing  for  it  at  the  same  time* 

Traveling  onward  we  reached  Echo  Lake  Park  at  about  10,605  feet*  Here  in  the 
boggy  habitat  around  the  lake  we  were  glad  to  find  our  old  friend  the  White- 
crowned  Sparrow*  It  was  almost  a  relief  to  see  a  bird  that  xve  knew.  Here  also,  in 
the  Engelmannfs  spruce  we  found  the  Three-toed  Woodpecker,  Gray  Jays  foraged 
around  the  garbage  cans,  and,  as  we  watched  the  fading  light,  a  Clark*s  Nutcracker 
flew  across  the  road.  This  had  been  a  truly  remarkable  day  and  yet  xve  had  more  to 
come*  As  xve  drove  toward  Denver  in  the  setting  sun,  we  planned  to  return  in  the 
morning  to  search  for  the  White-tailed  Ptarmigan  at  the  summit  of  Mt*  Evans* 

The  next  day,  taking  a  different  route,  we  visited  Bergen  Park  first.  This 
small  park  of  some  26  acres  is  mostly  covered  with  open  stands  of  ponderosa  pine, 
and  here  v;e  found  more  birds  than  in  any  other  place.  Great  gangs  of  Pygmy  Nut¬ 
hatches  tooted  about,  making  more  racket  thqn  you  can  imagine,  so  busy  that  they 
couldn*t  be  bothered  by  two  intruding  people*  Here  we  again  saw  most  of  the  birds 
we  had  seen  the  day  before,  but  they  seemed  tamer  and  we  had  a  better  chance  to 
study  them.  But  the  lure  of  Ptarmigan  was  calling,  and  we  soon  left  to  begin  our 
long  ascent  of  Mt.  Evans* 

Beyond  Echo  Lake  the  road  twists  upward  to  Summit  Lake  and  from  here  hairpins 
up  six  miles  more  to  rise  the  last  2,000  feet  to  the  summit.  A  gale  was  blowing* 
We  donned  our  parkas  and  climbed  up  the  trail  to  reach  the  peak,  fighting  for  our 
breath  in  the  high  altitude.  Never  before  have  I  seen  such  a  sight.  We  were  truly 
sitting  on  top  of  the  world.  Conies  emitted  their  little  alarm  notes  among  the 
rocks  and  scurried  about  carrying  huge  mouthfuls  of  grass.  Rocky  alpine  meadows 
stretched  below  us  on  every  hand,  we  were  in  Ptarmigan  country  I  We  stopped  at 
every  switchback  and  walked  about  over  the  meadows.  We  became  colder  and  colder, 
the  granite  rocks  looked  more  and  more  like  crouching  birds,  wo  both  had  terrific 
headaches  from  the  high  altitude  and  still  all  we  had  seen  were  Pipits,  Horned  Larks, 
and  one  white  feather  1  At  last  we  reluctantly  decided  that  this  was  not  our  day 
and  we  started  slowly  down  the  road  toward  Summit  Lake.  Suddenly  Winston  jammed  on 
the  brakes  and  together  xve  chorused,  ’‘There  THEY  ARE J!"  He  said,  “Look,  there  are 
two  of  them.”  I  said,  “Yes,  I  see  them  drinking  at  the  pool,”  He  said,  "No,  they 
are  walking  over  there,"  We  had  oddly  enough  each  spotted  two  different  Ptarmigans 
at  the  same  moment.  There  were  four  I  We  watched  them  for  some  time  as  they  fed, 
drank,  crossed  the  road  and  slowly  worked  thejrr  way  up  the  mountain*  No  wonder  we 
had  had  trouble  finding  them,  their  mottled  plumage  was  so  like  the  lichen-covered 
rocks  that  even  knowing  where  they  were  we  lost  them  if  xve  took  our  eyes  from  them 
for  a  moment.  About  half  way  thru  their  molt,  they  were  all  white  below,  and  many 
white  feathers  showed  on  their  backs.  Soon  they  would  bo  all  white  except  for  their 
beady  black  eyes,  and  they  were  right  on  time  for  the  first  snow  came  swirling 
down  on  the  mountain  as  they  headed  toward  the  summit* 

In  the  days  that  folloxved  we  had  many  new  birds.  Sage  Hen,  Water  Ouzel,  Prairie 
Falcon,  Lewis rs  Woodpecker,  one  by  one  our  list  sloxvly  grew  but  never  before  have 
we  had  the  thrill  of  those  first  txvo  days  of  birding  in  a  new  territory, 

Sylvia  Booth  Brockner 

PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 

Regular  meetings  are  at  8:00  P.M.  on  Wednesdays  in  the  Humboldt  Room  of  the 
Buffalo  Museum  of  Science, 


NO  MEETING  on  October  10* 
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Meetings  (con*t.) 


October  24  -  Annual  Meeting  and  Election  of  Officers*  Report  of  Fa.ll  Bird  Count  - 
Leader:  Robert  Coggeshall* 

November  14  «  ’’Birding  in  Germany”  -  Robert  Andrlo 

November  28  -  ’’Leaves  from  Clark  Beardslee*s  Notebook”* 

December  12  -  plans  for  Christmas  Bird  Count  -  Robert  Andrle*  "Alkan  Highway 

Trip”  -  Movies  by  the  M*M.  Renfrewso 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 


The  following  field  trips  are  on  Sundays: 

October  7  -  Grand  Island,  B.O.S.  Sanctuary,  etc.  Leader:  Edward  Ulrich  (PA,  8896)* 
Meet  at  the  B.O.S.  Sanctuary  at  8:00  A.M* 

October  14  ••  Fall  Bird  Count  -  Leader:  Robert  Coggeshall,  Billington  Road,  East 
Aurora,  New  York  (EA.  2239  M  2) 

October  28  «*•  Toronto  Region  *-  Leader:  Richard  Byron  (EA.  63  W),  We  may  see  Sawfiwhet 
owls.  Meet  Toronto  birders.  Meet  at  the  Poace  Bridge  at  7:00  A.M. 

November  4  -  Silver  Lake  Region  -  Leaders:  Alice  and  Edward  Ulrich  (B.  8896).  Meet 
at  the  University  Plaza  at  7:50  A.M. 


NAMES 


The  spelling  of  the  names  of  several  places  in  our  area  appear  inconsistent. 
Here  are  some: 

Allegany  State  Park 

Alleghanian  fauna  of  the  Transition  life  zone 

Allegheny  River 

Chippawa,  Ontario 

Chippewa  St*,  Buffalo 

Crescent  Ave.,  Buffalo 

Cresent  Beach,  Ontario 

Delavan  Ave.,  Buffalo 

Delevan,  Cattaraugus  County 

Holley,  Orleans  County 

Holly  St.,  Buffalo 

Leroy  Ave.,  Buffalo 

Le  Roy,  Genesee  County 

Red  House,  Cattaraugus  County 

Rockhouse  Point,  Ontario 

The  merchants  at  Cresent  Beach  use  the  spelling  Crescent .  The  New  York  State 
Highway  Department  uses  the  spelling  Allegany  River.  With  these  two  exceptions,  I 
have  found  no  variations  from  the  spellings  listed  above;  I  have  checked  them  on 
road  signs  and  on  many  maps  published  during  the  last  thirty  years.  -  Ray  McCann 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

Please  mail  your  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  third  day  of  the 
following  month  to  Cyril  T.  Wolf ling.  Box  87,  Alden,  New  York 
EDITOR:  Ray  McCann,  59  An derson  Place,  Buffalo  22,  N.Y. 

TREASURER:  Ray  Kirsch,  159  Pleasant  Ave.,  Hamburg,  New  York 
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THE  MONTH 


This  was  the  coolest  September  since  1949,  The  average  temperature  was  58,9 
degrees,  3,5  degrees  below  normal.  Frost  and  snow  were  recorded  on  the  20th,  Rain¬ 
fall  was  about  an  inch  above  normal,  with  a  total  of  nearly  4  inches.  The  usual 
large  numbers  of  insect-catching  Bonaparte* s  and  Ring -billed  Gulls  swarmed  about 
the  upper  end  of  the  Niagara  River,  in  marked  contrast  to  their  low  numbers  in 
September,  1955,  At  least  three  Franklin* s  and  two  Little  Gulls  were  present. 

Neither  of  these  sp  ecies  was  reported  during  September  a  year  ago.  Common  Terns, 
however,  after  a  poor  breeding  season  this  year  in  the  Niagara  Frontier  colonies, 
were  present  in  only  a  fraction  of  their  usual  numbers.  On  September  1st  a  coating 
of  oil  appeared  on  the  beach  at  Jaeger  Rocks  and  vicinity.  Following  this  no  shore 
birds  at  all  were  seen  there  for  several  days.  Rockhouse  Point  furnished  interesting 
shoro-birding  until  about  mid-month.  The  numbers  of  warblers  and  other  migrating 
passerine  birds  were  far  below  average,  only  a  very  few  large  flocks  being  observed# 
Thu  Western  Kingbird  is  a  now  species  for  the  records  of  the  Niagara  Frontier, 


Harold  H,  Axtell 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

*  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  year 
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Can.shore  L.  Erie 
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Coggeshr.il 

Axtells 

Nelmses 

Coggeshall 

Mitchell 

Mitchell,  Wright 
Mitchell,  Greore 
Mitchell 

McCanns,  Renfrews 

Rowlands 

A.J.  Wright 

Mealy 

Beal 

Mealy 
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K.  McCann 

K.  McCann,  Renfrews 
Axtells 
Coggeshall 
K.  McCann 

it 

Mitchell 

Fisk 

Coggeshall 

Mealy 

t» 

McCanns >  Renfrews 
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K.  McCann 
McCanns 
K.  McCann 
Coggeshall 
Bacon 
Me Mur try 
Mitchell 

McCanns,  Renfrews 
McCanns 

K.  McCann,  A.  Dietrich 

Beal 
Parker 
Coggeshall 
Mitchell 
K.  McCann 

K.  McCann  ,  Means 

ti  ti 

Mitchell 
Coggeshall 
K.  McCann 
Coggeshall 
Mealy 
K.  McCann 
Coggeshall 
K.  McCann 

Parker 

Mealy 

McMurtry 

Bacon 

Coggeshall 


Noteworthy  Records  (con*t .)  / 

Species  and  subspecies  previously  recorded  247 

Additional  spocies  and  subspecies  recorded  in  this 

report  6 

Total  to  date  253 

Erratum:  Bl.  &  Vh.  l”arbler  by  Caul  on  Aug,  19F  should  read  Aug.  25F 

Addenda:  Marbled  Godwit  vjjuly  22  1  Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt.  Mitchell  et  al 

♦Wilson* s  Phalaropo  Aug.  2-6  1  Yacht  Harbor, Ont.  Schaffner 

OFFICERS  AND  COUNCIL  MEMBERS 


Tho  following  officers  were  elected  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  B.O.S.  on 
October  24,  1956: 


Honorary  President 
President 
Vice-President 
Treasurer 

Recording  Secretary 
Corresponding  Secretary 
Librarian 
Statisticians 


parties  Savage 
Robert  Andrle 
Robert  Coggeshall 
Rny  Kir sc h 
Mrs.  M.W.  Dietrich 
Mrs.  M.H.  Abrams 
Marie  Wendling 
Clark  Beardslee 
Bernard  Nathan 


The  members  of  the  Council  and  their  terms  of  office  are: 


1954-57 

Mary  Louise  Emerson 
Harold  Mitchell 
Cyril  Wolf ling 


1955-58 

Mrs.  W.W.  Brockner 
Fred  Hall 
Ray  McCann 


1956-59 

Mrs.  H.H.  Axtell 
Philip  Greene 
Mrs.  E.C.  Ulrich 


NEW  MEMBERS 


The  Society  welcomes  the  following  new  members: 

Associate  Members: 

Mrs.  Mary  B.  Cummins,  Park  School,  Snyder  21,  New  York 
Mrs.  Harry  Larkin,  Derby,  New  York 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  North,  Jr.,  16  St.  <James  Place,  Buffalo  22,  New  York 
Corresponding  Member: 

Mrs.  Mabel  B.  Lawson,  510  Hunt  Road,  Jamestown,  New  York 


PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 

Regular  meetings  are  at  8:00  P.M.  on  Wednesdays  in  the  Humboldt  Room  of  the 
Buffalo  Museum  of  Science. 

November  14  -  ’’Birding  in  Germany”  -  Robert  Andrle 
November  28  -  ’’Leaves  from  Clark  Beardslee* s  Notebook’’ 
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Program-Meetings  (con^.) 


December  12  -  Plans  for  Christmas  Bird  Count  -  Leader:  Robert  Andrle.  "Alcan 

Highway  Trip"  -  Movies  by  the  M.M.  Renfrews. 

December  26  -  No  meeting. 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 


The  following  field  trips  are  on  Sundays. 

November  18  -  Grand  Island  -  Leader:  Richard  Christensen  (PL.  7762).  Meet  at  the 

corner  of  Delaware  and  Hertel  Avenues  at  8:30  A.M. 

December  2  -  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie  -  Deader:  Edward  Cummiskey  (AT.  3382). 

Meet  at  the  Peace  Bridge  at  8:00  A.M. 

December  9  -  T.'ilson  and  Youngstown  -  Leader:  "William  Vaughan.  Meet  at  the  Vaughan* s 

home,  Blairville  Road,  Youngstown  (sec  the  map  in  the  May  1956 
Prothonotary)  at  8:30  A.M. 

December  23  -  Christmas  Bird  Count  -  Leader: ‘Robert  Andrle. 


3.0.S .  Sanctuary  Fund 

The  Sanctuary  Committee  gratefully  acknowledges  additional  contributions  from 
Rachel  and  Harold  Axtell  and  Alice  Dietrich.  Since  wo  started  the  drive  last 
November  contributions  and  the  money  obtained  from  a  breakfast  and  two  picnics  have 
amounted  to  $1109.25.  We  have  now  paid  for  the  Sanctuary,  and  we  are  out  of  debt. 
However;  we  still  need  money  to  restore  the  Society* s  bank  account  and  to  improve 
the  property.  Thche  are  still  some  members  the  committee  would  very  much  like  to 
hear  from. 

Axel  Heilborn 


NOTE 

The  Pocahontas  Times  (Marl inton,  W.  Va.)  reports  that  on  the  night  of 
October  7,  1956  a  groat  flight  of  birds,  in  their  fall  migration,  failed  to  clear 
high  Elk  Mountain,  A  man  driving  an  automobile  on  the  mountain  at  that  time  was 
forced  to  slow  down  as  the  air  was  literally  filled  with  birds.  The  next  morning 
Willie  Gibson  found  several  hundred  dead  birds  around  his  place  of  business  on  the 
mountain.  These  included  a  Catbird,  a  Kingbird,  and  several  species  of  warblers. 


Please  mail  your  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  third  day  of  the 
following  month  to  Cyril  T.  r'olfling,  Box  87,  Alden,  New  York. 

t 

Editor:  Ray  McCann,  59  Anderson  Plo.ce,  Buffalo  22,  New  York 
Treasurer:  Ray  Kirsch,  159  Pleasant  Avenue,  Hamburg,  New  York 
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Buffalo,  New  York 


THE  MONTH 


October,  1956,  was  one  month  when,  contrary  to  Mark  Twain’s  implication,  no¬ 
body  wanted  to  do  anything  about  the  weather.  Even  the  official  U.S.  Weather  Bureau 
report  refers  to  it  as  "beautiful,”  More  sunshine  was  recorded  than  in  any  other 
October  since  records  were  started  in  1891,  The  average  temperature  was  4,1  degrees 
above  normal,  and  the  rainfall,  less  than  an  inch,  was  about  one-third  the  normal 
amount.  No  general  effect  on  the  bird  xvorld  attributable  to  these  exceptional  con¬ 
ditions  could  be  detected,  however,  Nathan  and  others  again  found  Sharp-tailed 
Sparrows  at  Stromness,  Visitors  from  the  West,  namely,  five  Franklin’s  Gulls  and  an 
Eared  Grebe,  were  seen  in  the  same  little  cove  in  the  Niagara  Gorge  the  same  after¬ 
noon,  All  three  species  of  Scoter  were  much  more  common  and  widespread  than  in  any 
recent  year.  Rep  orts  from  our  own  and  neighboring  areas  indicate  another  flight 
year  for  Three-toed  Woodpeckers, 


Harold  H,  Axtell 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


*  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  year 
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Noteworthy  Records  ( c on * t . ) 
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Noteworthy  Records  (conTt.) 
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Species  and  subspecies  previously  recorded  253 

Additional  species  and  subsp  ecies  recorded  in  October  4 


(includes  Surf  ScGter  and  Sharp-tailed 
Sp  arrow  from  Oct.  14  count) 

Total  to  date  257 


THE  FALL  BIRD  COUNT 

Sunday,  14  October  1956  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  took  its  annual 
Fall  Bird  Count.  Eighty-three  members  and  friends  in  about  twenty-five  groups  px  r- 
ticipated  in  this  count.  The  territories  were  apportioned  according  to  the  Section¬ 
al  Divisions  of  the  territory  of  the  Society  as  they  were  published  last  May.  In 
passing  I  would  like  to  mention  that  the  standardization  of  the  territories  is  a 
great  boon  to  the  organizers  of  the  counts,  and  it  should  provide  for  more  signifi¬ 
cant  records  in  the  future.  In  April  of  1955  I  organized  and  compiled  a  count,  and 
the  complaint  was  at  that  time  that  the  weather  was  too  bad  for  any  effective 
birding;  this  time  the  complaint  was  that  the  weather  was  too  good  to  provide  good 
birding.  Both  counts  provided  large  numbers.  This  year  131  species  wore  reported 
with  a  record  180,914  individuals.  This  is  some  63,000  birds  above  the  previous 
high  counts  in  1947  and  1950. 

The  weather  preceding  this  count  was  unusual,  even  for  Western  New  York.  One 
of  the  mildest  Octobers  on  record  followed  a  cold  wet  September.  YThat  little 
weather  preceded  the  count  was  the  rapid  movement  of  a  few  low  pressure  areas  across 
the  country  near  the  last  of  September  and  the  first  of  October.  At  no  time  did 
these  centers  stagnate  into  a  str.tionnry  front  lying  parallel  to  the  Great  Lakes  with 
large  areas  of  low  stratus  and  precipitation.  The  weather  situation  was  one  which 
should  have  facilitated  rapid  migration  with  little  blocking  or  damming  up  of  the 
migrants.  On  the  other  hand,  the  mild  first  two  weeks  of  the  month  provided  little 
incentive  that  would  send  the  migrants  on  their  way.  The  birds  reported,  both 
species  and  numbers,  reflect  this  paradox  and  it  is  difficult  to  draw  even  the  broad¬ 
est  of  generalities.  The  day  of  the  count  was  mild,  with  temperatures  in  the 
seventies,  a  light  west-southwest  wind  and  few  high  clouds. 

The  compiler  of  this  count  has  been  provided  with  a  tabulation  of  the  fall 
counts  since  1935  and  will  present  as  highlights  of  this  year’s  count  s'ome  broad 
comparisons  with  the  counts  of  previous  years.  It  must  be  kept  in  mind  that  there 
are  many  variables  present  in  these  figures.  Differences  in  area  covered,  number  of 
observers,  weather,  date  of  the  count,  etc.  will  have  an  incalculable  effect  on 
both  the  species  observed  and  the  numbers  recorded,  so  that  only  the  most  unusual 
reports  have  any  meaning. 

A  total  of  123  Common  Loons  was  reported  as  compared  with  a  previous  high  of 
nineteen.  The  Klabundes  rep  orted  113  from  Territory  #1.  90  Yvhistling  Swans  seen 

bv  Annabel  Hiller’s  group  on  Lake  Chautauqua  mark  the  fourth  time  that  this  species 
has  ap  peared  on  this  count  and  compare  very  favorably  with  a  high  of  four  reported 
in  1952.  The  Brockners  rep  orted  512  Mallards  from  Territory  #5  and  Mrs.  Pixley 
1258  from  Territory  #13,  a  total  of  2090  of  this  wpecios.  The  previous  high  was 
506,  The  31ack  Duck  is  possibly  the  only  species  that  shows  a  clear  downward  trend 
during  the  twenty— one  years  of  this  count,  he  are  inclined  to  discount  the  increas¬ 
ing  trends  that  appear  as  the  result  of  increased  coverage,  better  optical  equipment 
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and  similar  causes;  however,  a  clear  downward  trend  from  an  average  of  over  a 
thousand  for  the  first  nine  years  of  the  count  to  an  average  of  485  for  the  last 
five  years  is  hard  to  explain  away.  The  explanation  is  particularly  difficult  in 
view  of  a  trend  toward  increasing  numbers  in  the  closely  related  Mallard,  Griscom 
and  Snyder  in  their  recently  published  check  list,  THE  BIRDS  OF  ?1AS3ACHIJSETT3 
(1955:45)  state;  ”At  the  moment  of  writing  (1955)  the  Black  Duck  has  been  steadily 
declining  in  spite  of  a  series  of  mild  winters.’’  Our  figures  seem  to  bear  this  out, 
and  this  apparent  decline  might  present  an  excellent  subject  for  further  investiga¬ 
tion,  The  count  this  year  recorded  717  Black  Ducks,  the  highest  since  1950.  Pin¬ 
tails  showed  a  record  431,  principally  due  to  the  Brockners’  finding  356  in 
Territory  $5,  the  next  highest  number  being  343  in  1949,  Green-winged  Teal  were 
absent  from  this  count;  a  few  are  usually  reported.  The  diving  ducks  were  a  little 
low  in  numbers  for  this  count;  perhaps  we  can  blame  this  on  the  continued  mild 
weather , 


Sharp**shinned  Hawks ,  usually  reported  on  this  count,  were  absent  this  year,  as 
were  American  Rough-legged  Hawks,  An  Osprey  was  reported  from  Territory  #14  by  Tom 
Bourne,  Two  Pigeon  Hawks  were  reported,  one  by  Mrs.  Pixley  from  the  territory  near 
Batavia,  the  other  from  Territory  #7  by  Bernard  Nathan, 

Eleven  Golden  Ppovcr  were  reported  from  Grand  Island  by  the  Cummiskeys,  While 
this  number  is  not  exceptional,  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  this  species  was  first 
rep  orted  on  the  fall  count  in  1945,  next  in  1949,  and  each  year  since  1952,  This 
seems  to  reflect  the  results  of  the  protection  of  this  fine  species.  Annabel  ^ 
Hiller’s  group  reported  a  Solitary  Sandpiper  from  the  outlet  of  Lake  Chautauqua,  the 
first  time  since  1941  that  this  species  has  appeared  on  this  count.  A  good  record 
at  any  time  was  provided  by  two  Eaird’s  Sandpipers  reported  by  Art  Schaffner  from 
’Jaeger  Rocks’,  Only  five  Sandcrlings  were  reported  this  year,  well  below  the  usual 
number • 


Ring-billed  Gulls  have  shown  an  explosive  increase  on  this  count.  The  average 
for  the  four  years  previous  has  been  a  little  over  6000  with  13,047  reported  last 
year.  This  year’s  count  was  21,900  with  Beardslee  reporting  almost  8,000  from 
territory  #2  and  Nathan  and  Schaffner  each  rep  orting  5,000  from  their  territories 
on  the  north  shore  of  Lake  Erie,  Bonaparte’s  Gulls  have  also  shown  a  recent 
increase.  The  average  for  the  previous  four  3^ears  has  been  a  little  over  400  with 
825  reported  in  1954  while  this  year’s  count  shows  3037  along  the  Niagara  River, 
with  Beardslee  reporting  2500  in  the  gorge.  A  Franklin’s  Gull  was  reported  by 
Beardslee  from  the  gorge  as  well.  Perhap  s  reflecting  the  tremendous  increase  in 
the  predatory  gulls  was  the  low  count  on  the  Common  Tern,  only  two  being  reported 
this  year.  The  average  for  the  last  four  years  has  been  69,  with  131  reported  last 
year,  A  Black  Tern  was  reported  from  the  old  ferry  landing  near  the  Huntley  Plant 
on  the  Niagara  River  by  Gertrude  Webster’s  group. 

It  seems  that  no  owl  hooters  were  out  before  dawn,  as  the  Eaton’s  Barred  Owl 
from  Cattaraugus  County  was  the  only  member  of  this  family  reported, 

Woodpeckers  were  reported  in  average  numbers;  however,  no  Sapsuckers  were 
reported,  this  species  being  usually  present  on  this  count.  The  Batavia  group 
reported  a  Red-bellied  Woodpecker,  a  rarity  on  any  count,  475  Tree  Swallows  were 
reported  by  Art  Schaffner  from  the  new  Territory  west  of  Dunville,  Ont .  The  previous 
high  count  for  this  sp  ecies  was  29  reported  in  1952,  A  high  mark  was  set  with  the 
report  of  342  Blue  Jays.  Good  numbers  were  seen  in  most  territories  but  the  migra¬ 
ting  flocks  of  101  seen  by  Harold  Mitchell’s  group  in  Ft.  Erie  is  unprecedented, 

Fran  Rew  provided  a  good  verifying  report  to  identify  a  Gray  Shrike  from  Territory 
#16,  a  species  appearing  in  these  records  only  once  before.  90,640  Starlings  were 
reported  this  year,  75,000  of  these  from  the  Swede  Hill  roost  in  Clarence  Beal’s 
territory  near  Jamestown.  This  is  a  high  figure  but  below  the  136,000  reported 
last  year,  /7, \ 
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Ten  species  of  warblers  were  reported.  This  is  slightly  below  recent  fall 
counts,  and  the  numbers  of  individuals  were  generally  low  as  woll*  No  "'lacked l 
1  arblers  wore  seen  this  year ,  although  this  species  has  been  present  the  lap.-  lour 
years*  Clark  Beardslee’s  excellent  verifying  report  provided  the  second  record  of 
the  Connecticut  Harbler  for  the  fall  count. 

609  Meadowlarks  were  seen.,  this  being  over  twice  any  number  reported  in  any 
year  of  which  I  have  record.  The  high  count  of  29,700  Rcd-wingcd  Blackbirds  is 
well  over  double  any  previously  rep  orted  number  with  the  exception  of  1949  when 
23,000  were  reported.  20,000  of  this  year * s  count  were  reported  from  the  Dunville 
marshes  by  Bernard  Nathan.  Rusty  Blackbirds  wore  about  average  in  numbers,  while 
Crackles  and  Cowbirds  were  high.  An  albino  blackbird  of  undetermined  species  was 
seen  by  Mitchell f  s  party  in  Ft.  Erie 

Somewhat  unusual  for  this  count  were  the  six  Pine  Siskins  found  by  the  Klabundes 
in  Territory  $1*  petals  of  60  Savannah  Sparrows  and  142  Vesper  Sparrows  were  record 
highs  for  these  species.  Juncos  provided  a  low  count  of  only  345  in  contrast  with 
an  average  of  over  1000  for  the  last  ten  years.  About  on  average  number,  531,  of 
Mbit e-throat ed  Sparrows  were  noted.  The  155  Hhite-ccownedSparrows  were  high,  but 
both  sp  ecies  were  far  below  last  yearTs  record  numbers.  Bernard  Nathan  found  a 
Sharp-tailed  Sp  arrow  near  the  Dunnvillc  marshes. 

The  compiler  of  these  notes  thoroughly  agrees  with  all  the  critics  of  the 
Spring  and  Fall  counts  in  all  their  complaints  that  the  territories  are  too  big  to 
be  covered  with  accuracy,  that  they  do  not  present  a  uniform  picture  over  the  years, 
and  so  on.  He  agrees  too  with  the  orderly  souls  who  yearn  for  smaller  more  precise 
counts.  The  B.O.S.  should  certainly  initiate  some  of  these.  It  is  evident,  how¬ 
ever,  that  the  traditional  counts,  of  which  this  is  one,  have  their  place.  They 
provide  a  broad  picture,  which  ’would  be  unobtainable  otherwise ,  and  the  degree  of 
accuracy  that  they  provide  for  the  waterfowl,  their  main  purpose,  is  certainly 
acceptable.  May  they  long  be  continued. 

Territories  and  Observers 


The  territories  are  those  defined  by  the  map  that  was  distributed  with  the 
May  1956  Prothonotary.  The  following  list  gives  the  number  of  the  territory  and  the 
name  of  a  place  in  the  territory.  The  list  omits  more  familiar  names  such  as 
St.  Catharines,  Niagara  Falls,  and  Lcckport  because  each  is  in  more  than  one 
territory. 

1.  Fonthill,  Ont.  -  Klabundes,  Salisburys 

2.  Thorold,  Ont.  -  Beardslee 

3.  Mil son  -  Ulrichs,  Lovelace,  Thorpe,  Maxwell,  Abrams 

4.  Middleport  -  Vanderbles,  Samuels 

5.  Oak  Orchard  -  Brockners,  Kane 

6.  Port  Maitland,  Ont.  -  Schaffner,  Brovmstein 

7.  Lowbank s ,  Ont.  -  Nathan,  D.  Greene 

8.  Fort  Erie,  Ont.  -  Mitchell,  Hickman,  Osgood,  P.  Greene,  A.  Clark,  Krayna 

9.  Grand  Island  -  Cummiskeys,  Emersons 

10.  Akron  -  Andrles 

11.  Buffalo  -  Mobster,  Edelman,  Tilley,  V.'olfe,  Mrright 

12.  Lancaster  -  Mol fling 

13.  Batavia  -  Pixley,  Masons,  Mahoney,  Bucksland,  Annabals 

14.  Hamburg  -  Bacons,  Melbergs,  Bourne,  Averys 

15.  Java  -  Turner,  Bowen,  and  two  reports  from  feeding  stations 

16.  Angela  -  Row,  Rathbun 

20,  Dunkirk  -  Stanley,  Schobcr,  J.  Clark,  Mcierhoffer 

21,  Cherry  Creek  -  Hiller,  Varmee,  Mealy,  Chitwoods 

22,  Sherman  -  Nelms 
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23.  Frewsburg  -  Beal,  Sundell  Parker, 

25.  Allegany  -  Eatons 
27.  Bolivar  -  McMurtry,  McClures ,  Baker,  Maadren 
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B irds  Reported 


Common  Loon 

123 

White-  rumped  Sandpiper 

<  i 

Horned  Grebe 

195 

Bad.  rd :  s  S  andpip  or 

•> 

Picd-billed  Grebe 

226 

Re  d  -b  a  c  k e  d  S  an d p per 

o  l 

Great  Blue  Heron 

29 

Semi pad  mat ed  Sandpiper 

o 

o 

Green  Heron 

8 

Sander ling 

r~ 

0 

Elack-crowned  Night  Heron 

6 

Great  Black-backed  Gull 

5 

.American  Bittern 

5 

Herring  Gull 

2:,  909 

l  ute  Swan 

1 

Ring-billed  Gull 

21  900 

hist  ling  Swan 

90 

Franklin’s  Gull 

j 

Canada  Goose 

914 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

3,03" 

Mallard 

2,090 

Common  Tern 

2 

Black  Duck 

717 

Black  Tern 

1 

C  a  diva  11 

4 

Rock  Dove 

745 

Pintail 

431 

Mourning  Dove 

127 

Blue-winged  Teal 

56 

Black-billed  Cuckoo 

1 

American *  ldgeon 

638 

Barred  Owl 

1 

Shoveller 

2 

Belted  Kingfisher 

33 

Rood  Duck 

53 

Flicker 

30 

Redhead 

4 

Red-bellied  Y'eodpecker 

1 

Ring -necked  Duck 

1 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

12 

Canva s-back 

11 

Downy  Woodpecker 

52 

Lesser  Scaup 

24 

Phoebe 

10 

American  Golden-eye 

2 

Prairie  Horned  Lark 

456 

Buffle-hcad 

2 

Tree  Swallow 

476 

Old- squaw 

4 

Blue  Hay 

342 

1  hite-winged  Scoter 

40 

Crow 

719 

Surf  Scoter 

5 

Black-cap  ped  Chickadee 

251 

American  Scoter 

4 

Tufted  Titmouse 

1 

Ruddy  Duj k 

11 

White-breasted  Nuthatch 

23 

Hooded  Merganser 

8 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch 

2 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

5 

Brown  Creeper 

22 

Turkey  Vulture 

22 

House  Wren 

3 

Coop  or 1 s  Hawk 

2 

Winter  Wren 

7 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

16 

Carolina  Wren 

1 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

1 

Long-billed  Marsh  Wren 

1 

Marsh  Hawk 

22 

Catbird 

9 

Osprey 

1 

Brown  Thrasher 

3 

Pigeon  Hawk 

2 

Robin 

1,669 

Sparrow  Hawk 

20 

Hermit  Thrush 

13 

Ruffed  Grouse 

2 

Bluebird 

120 

Pheasant 

139 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet 

275 

Florida  Gallinule 

6 

Ruby-crowncd  Kinglet 

129 

Coot 

2,115 

Pipit 

33 

Killdoer 

527 

Cedar  Waxwing 

53 

Golden  Plover 

11 

Gray  Shrike 

1 

Black-bellied  Plover 

27 

Starling 

90,640 

7  oodcock 

1 

Red-eved  Vireo 

1 

’  ilson’s  Snipe 

18 

Tennessee  Y.'arbler 

1 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

1 

Nashville  Warbler 

3 

Creator  Yellow-legs 

19 

Cape  May  Warbler 

1 

Lessor  Yollow-legs 

2 

Black-throated  Blue  Warbler 

1 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

20 

Myrtle  Warbler 

156 
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Black-throated  Green  V.'arbler  8 

1  estern  Palm  Yarbler  6 

Connecticut  V.’arbler  1 

Common  Yellowthroat  1 

Redstart  3 

House  Sparrow  3,198 

Eastern  Meadowlark  609 

Red-winged  Blackbird  29,700 

Rusty  Blackbird  329 

Grackle  4,953 

Cowbird  1,337 

Cardinal  25 

Pur ole  Finch  2 

Pine  Siskin  6 

Unidentified  as  to  species 
Scoters  7 

Mergansers  10 

Gulls  193 

Sandpiper  3 

Yarblers  18 

Blackbirds  5,000 

Other  29 


TOTAL 


Goldfinch 

495 

Tewhee 

9 

Savannah  Sparrow 

60 

Sharp-tailed  Sparrow 

1 

Vesper  Sparrow 

142 

Slate-colored  Junco 

345 

Chipping  Sparrow 

45 

Field  Sparrow 

26 

LYiite-cr owned  Sparrow 

155 

Ehite-throated  Sparr ow 

531 

Lincoln’s  Sparrow 

4 

Swamp  Sparrow 

49 

Song  Sparrow 

588 

180,914 


R.D.  Coggeshall 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 


The  following  field  trips  are  on  Sundays: 

Dec.  23  -  Christmas  Bird  Count  -  Leader:  Robert  Andrle  (WI.  2578),  17  Crescent 

Ave.,  Buffalo  14,  New  York* 

Jan.  13  -  Canadian  side  of  Niagara  River  to  the  Falls,  etc.  -  Leader:  Arthur 

Schaffnor  (EL.  9666).  Meet  at  the  Peace  Bridge  promptly  at  8  A.M. 
Jan.  27  -  Ontario  Plains  -  Leader:  Frederick  Vanderbles  (Cl.  0975).  Meet  at 

University  Plaza  at  7:30  A.M. 

PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 

Regular  meetings  are  at  8:00  P.M.  on  rrednesdays  in  the  Humboldt  Room  of  the 
Buffalo  Museum  of  Science, 

Dec.  12  -  Plans  for  Christmas  Bird  Count  -  Leader:  Robert  Andrle.  ’’Alcan  Highway 

Trip”  -  Movies  by  the  M.M.  Rcnf rews • 

Dec.  26  -  No  meeting 

Jan.  9  -  Report  of  Christmas  Bird  Count  -  Robert  Andrle.  Loons  and  Grebes  -  Dis¬ 
cussion  led  by  Mrs.  John  E.  Bacon. 

Jan.  23  -  Weather  and  Birds  -  Robert  Coggeshall. 


Please  mail  your  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  third  day  of  the 
following  month  to  Cyril  T.  Wolfling,  Box  87,  Alden,  New  York 

EDITOR:  Ray  McCann,  59  Anderson  Place,  Buffalo  22,  New  York 
TREASURER:  Ray  Kirsch,  159  Pleasant  Ave.,  Hamburg,  New  York 
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November’s  average  temperature  was  2  degrees  above  normal,  with  the  excess 
heat  mainly  concentrated  in  the  first  week*  Precipitation  at  Bu.ff.alo  was  near  the 
mean,  most  of  it  falling  as  snow  during  the  last  week*  Thanksgiving  day  brought  a 
memorable  storm  south  of  the  city  and  westward  into  Ohio,  vr. Lth  four  feet  or  more  of 
snow  in  the  Springville  area.  Several  species  of  shore  birds  remained  later  than 
usual.  They  were  obviously  attracted  by  an  abundant  food  supply  which  was  con¬ 
stantly  being  renewed  as  more  shore  was  exposed  by  the  dropping  water-level  of  Lake 
Erie.  This  latter  condition  resulted  from  the  unusually  scanty  rainfall  during 
October  and  early  November.  The  population  of  Bonaparte’s  Gulls  on  the  upper 
Niagara  River  was  very  much  reduced  from  that  of  the  past  few  Novembers  and  at  times 
even  appeared  to  be  lacking,  except  during  a  few  minutes  on  the  16th  when  Mitchell 
saw  about  5000  at  Fort  Erie  during  a  southwesterly  gale.  These  worked  slowly  south- 
westward  and  disappeared  as  he  watched.  All  three  scoters  continued  to  be  more 
frequent  and  widespread  than  usual.  It  was  a  poor  season  for  northern  finches  and 
grosbeaks,  but  fairly  good  for  Snow  Buntings.  Since  1956  was  a  notably  unsuccessful 
breeding  year  for  Goldfinches  in  our  area,  it  is  gratifying  to  report  that  a  total 
of  about  800  were  seen  migrating  eastward  along  the  south  shore  of  Lake  Ontario  on 
the  morning  rf  the  4th. 


Harold  H.  Axtell 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


*  -  indicates  first 
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Red-throated  Loon 

Nov. 
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Schaffner,  Nathan 
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Canada  Goose 

Nov. 

4 

103 

Wilson 

Andrles 

it 

10 

45 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Parker 

Blue  Goose 
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18 

1 

Rockhouse  Pt.,Ont. 

Thill  rep.  Andrle 

♦King  Eider 

M 
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1 
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Rosche 
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2 

Point  Abino,Ont. 

Beardslee,  Scheider 

Surf  Scoter 
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4 

Crystal  Beach, Ont. 

F.M.  Rew 
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1 

Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

Schaffner , Scheider  etal 

Airier.  Scoter 
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Crystal  Beach, Ont, 
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Niagara  Gorge 
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Jamestown 
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Bald  Eagle 
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Morgan  Point, Ont. 

Mitchell , Nathan  et  al 
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Can. shore  Lake  Erie 

Schaffner , Thorpe, Nathan 
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Rockhouse  Pt.,Ont. 
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Schaffner , Nathan 
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Lowbanks ,Ont . 

Andrle, Gamble, Thill 

Greater  Yellow-legs 
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Crystal  Beach, Ont. 
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Jaeger  Rocks, Ont. 
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4L 

1 

Pt •  Abino,Ont. 

tt  tt  tt-  •  - 

Red-bled.  Sandpiper 

tt 

25L 

1 

Rockhouse  Pt.,Ont. 

Andrle,  Gamble, Thill 

Sander ling 

tt 

11L 

4 

Can. shore  Lake  Erie 

F.M.  Rew  et  al 

Glaucous  Gull 

tt 

25 

2 

Horseshoe  Falls, Ont. 

Schaffner, Braunberns , 
Nathan 

Iceland  Gull 

ft 

11 

1 

Pt.  Abino,Ont. 

Rosche, Blowers , Reinhart 

tt 

25 

1 

Niagara  Gorge 

Schaffner,  Scheider  eta; 

Kumlien’s  Gull 

tt 

25 

1 

tt  tt 

Beardslee, Scheider  etal 

Little  Gull 

tt 

16 

1 

Bird  Island 

Mitchell 

tt 

25 

1 

Queenston,Ont . 

Schaffner , Nathan, 

Braunberns 

tt 

25 

1 

Niagara,  Gorge 

Beardslee, Scheider  etal 

Barred  Owl 

tt 

2 

1 

Jamestown 

Mealy 

Long -eared  Gwl 

tt 

18 

5 

Long  Beach, Ont. 

Gamble, Thill  rep. 

Andrle 

N.  Horned  Lark 

tt 

4 

1 

Jaeger  Rocks, Ont. 

Schaffner 

Prairie  Horned  Lark 

tt 

18 

1 

Castile 

Rosche  et  al 

tt 

23 

2 

Frewsburg 

Mclntire  rep.  Parker 

Tufted  Titmouse 

tt 

17 

1 

Pt.  Abino,Ont. 

Rosche 

tt 

20 

1 

Mayvi lie 

Caul 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

tt 

29 

1 

Derby 

Larkin  rep.  Mitchell 

Bluebird 

tt 

1L 

50 

Morgan  Pt . ,Ont  • 

Rosche,  Blowers 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

tt 

17L 

1 

Wilson 

Schaffner,  Nathan 

Pipit 

tt 

4 

150 

Can. shore  Lake  Erie 

Schaffner , Nathan, 

Thorpe,  Mitchell 

It 

4 

1 

Chestnut  Ridge  Pk. 
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Brockners 

Noteworthy  Records  (conTt.) 


Pipit 

Nov 

.  25L 

3 

Pt,  Abino,  Ont , 

Andrle,Scheider 

Gray  Shrike 

tt 

17 

1 

tt  it  tt 

Rosche 

11 

18 

l(o 

ollected)  Vandalia 

Eaton 

tt 

25 

1 

Long  Beach, Ont. 

Andrle, Gamble, Thill 

tt 

25 

1 

Tonawanda 

Beardslee,Scheider 

Myrtle  Warbler 

it 

17 

1 

Dufforin  Js.,,0nt. 

Rosche 

V.-Palm  Warbler 

tt 

11L 

2 

Pt,  Abino, Ont, 

Rosche, Blowers, Reinhart 

Rusty  Blackbird 

tt 

4 

54 

Wilson 

Andrles 

tt 

11 

110 

Ft.  Erie-Pt.  Abino, 

Ont  • 

F.M.  Rew  et  al 

tt 

17 

7 

Wilson 

Schaffner,  Nathan 

Purple  Finch 

tt 

23 

1 

Frewsburg 

Me Intire  rep,  Parker 

Pine  Siskin 

tt 

4 

2 

Chestnut  Ridge  Pk, 

Brockners 

it 

23 

9 

Frewsburg 

Me Intire  rep.  Parker 

Red  Crossbill 

tt 

15 

flock 

Vandalia 

Eaton 

Eastern  Towhee 

tt 

4L 

1 

Morgan  Pt.,0nt. 

Schaffner, Nathan, Thorpe, 

Mitchell 

Vesper  Sp  arrow 

it 

4 

2 

Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt. 

tt  tt  tt  tt 

tt 

4L 

6 

Sherman 

Rowland 

Field  Sparrow 

tt 

15 

2 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Schaffner 

tt 

17L 

1 

Wilson 

Schaffner .Nathan 

Wh,  Th,  Sparrow 

tt 

17 

2 

tt 

tt  tt 

tt 

25-30 

1 

Hamburg  (feeder) 

Avery 

Fox  Sparrow 

tt 

17 

1 

Wilson 

Schaff ner , Nathan 

tt 

23-29 

1 

Hamburg  (feeder) 

Avery 

Show  Bunting 

tt 

11 

28 

Can. shore  Lake  Erie 

F.M.  Rew  wt  al 

it 

11 

20 

Wilson 

Tulinoffs,  McCanns 

tt 

17 

100 

tt 

Schaffner,  Nathan 

tt 

17 

8 

Pt .  Abino, Ont. 

Rosche 

Addendum: 

Rose-br,  C-rosbeak 

Oct , 

,  17L 

1 

Hamburg 

Avery 

Species  and  subspecies 

previously  recorded 

258  (includes  W,-rump 

Additional  species 

and 

subspec 

ies  recorded  in  Nov, 

2  Sandpiper  from 

Total  to  date.  •  , 

AN  INTERESTING  ARTICLE 


In  tho  Engineering  Journal  for  May  1956,  published  by  the  Engineering  Institute 
of  Canada,  there  up  peared  an  article  of  much  interest.  Ordinarily  I  would  not 
have  expected  to  pick  up  a  technical  journal  and  find  anything  in  it  that  I  could 
understand  but  the  title  ’’Some  Aspects  of  Conservation  and  Wildlife  Management” 
coupled  with  the  fact  that  it  was  written  by  such  an  authority  as  V.E.F.  Solman, 
Assistant  Chief  of  the  Canadian  Wildlife  Service,  Department  of  Northern  Affairs  and 
National  Resources,  caught  my  eye.  What  sort  of  approach  would  this  writer  be  able 
to  make  to  hold  the  interest  of  professional  engineers? 

Dr,  Solman  began  with  a  discussion  of  the  latest  ideas  and  discoveries  regarding 
the  problems  of  conservation  and  wildlife  management.  He  very  cleverly  pointed  out 
to  his  readers  that  they,  as  engineers,  were  naturally  the  type  of  people  who  would 
be  loaders  in  their  communities  and  as  such  ought  to  be  well  informed  about  these 
new  developments  and  especially  so  since  many  types  of  wildlife  management  make  use 
of  engineering  techniques.  Specifically  mentioned  were  those  in  use  in  fishery 
research,  which  has  been  greatly  accelerated  by  the  use  of  underwater  television  and 
echo  sounders,  and  those  in  terrestrial  research,  which  has  benefited  from  improve¬ 
ment's'  in  aircraft,  particularly  the  helicopter,  and  from  the  increased  use  of 
aluminum  and  fiber  glass,  (77} 


An  Interesting  Article  (con’t.) 


Particularly  interesting  to  mo  was  that  part  of  the  article  which  dealt  with 
the  problems  of  agriculture  where  conflict  with  wildlife  is  common0  Cited  as  an 
example  was  the  old  method  of  stooking  grain  in  the  prairie  provinces  versus  the 


little  is  left  for  ducks  to  feed  upon*  Moreover,  in  many  areas  a  technique  known 
as  "swathing”  is  now  used  whereby  a  high  stubble  is  left  standing  as  the  grain  is 
cut  and  the  grain  itself  is  gathered  together  in  long  rows  or  swaths  and  left  lying 
on  top  of  this  stubble.  This  creates  a  problem  when  migrating  ducks,  especially 
the  Mallards  and  Pintails,  descend  upon  these  swaths  of  grain.  That  which  is  not 
consumed  is  fouled  or  trodden  down.  The  provinces,  Saskatchewan,  Alberta  and 
Manitoba,  the  "bread  basket  of  Canada",  are  especially  hard  hit.  Taking  into  con¬ 
sideration  that  80%  of  the  waterfowl  of  North  America  is  hatched  and  raised  in 
Canada,  one  can  readily  see  that  the  problems  created  by  the  conflict  between  wild¬ 
life  and  agriculture  or  other  human  activities  will  continue  to  arise  in  increasing 
numbers.  For  as  Dr.  Solman  pointed  out:  "The  continued  increase  in  human  popula¬ 
tion  and  the  consequent  utilization  for  the  production  of  food  and  other  human 
necessities  of  areas  formerly  occupied  by  wildlife  cannot  help  but  bring  this 
about ." 

I  feel  sure  that  the  engineers  who  started  to  peruse  this  fine  article  did  not 
put  it  down  until  it  was  read  in  its  entirety.  Not  only  were  the  facts  interesting, 
pertinent  and  timely  but  they  were  thoughtfully  presented  so  as  to  appeal  to  the 
p  rofessional  engineer. 


Heather  G.  Thorpe 


COMMITTEES  OF  THE  BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY  1956-1957 


Finance  Committee 


Research  Committee 


Kathryn  Praemassing  -  Chm. 
Clark  Beardslec 
Winston  Brockner 


Bernard  Nathan  -  Chm. 


Mary  Louise  Emerson 
John  McCormick 


Raymond  Kirsch 
Mrs.  L.  Kogel 
Lena  Turner 


Dr.  Howard  Osgood 


Edward  Ulrich 
Marie  Wendling 


Eugenia  Praemassing 
Kathryn  Praemassing 
Mrs.  M.  J.  Samuels 
Arthur  Schaffner 


Member shi p  Committee 


Conservation  Committee 


Eugenia  Praemassing  -  Chm. 


Mrs.  M.H.  Abrams 
Mrs.  C.F.  Avery 
Mrs.  L.  Heiberg 
Heather  Thorpe 


Edward  Ulrich  -  Chm. 
Mr  s  ,  M .  W.  Dietrich 


Harold  Mitchell 
Arthur  Schaffner 
Gertrude  Webster 


Program  Committee 


Publicity  Committee 


Mary  Louise  Emerson  -  Chm. 
Mrs.  J.E.  Bacon 
Clark  Beardslee 
Winston  Brockner 
William  Me Shane 
Mrs.  W.H.  Me Shane 
Bernard  Nathan 
Kathryn  Praemassing 
Edward  Ulrich 


Mrs.  M.M.  Teare  -  Chm. 
Jennie  Graham 
Ellen  Windsor 


Statistical  Committee 


Clark  Beardslee 
Bernard  Nathan 
Cyril  Wolf ling 
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GRAND  ISLAND  FIELD  TRIP  -  November  18,  1956 

Sunday ,  Nov,  18,  1956  vras  partly  overcast  with  temperatures  hovering  about  the 
freezing  point  most  of  the  day.  The  small  band  of  six  B.O.S.  members  were  able  to 
see  twenty-nine  species  of  birds,  including  four  sp  ecies  of  hawks,  the  Rough- 
1 egged.  Red-tailed,  Sparrow,  and  Marsh,  Burntship  Creek  still  not  frozen  over  con¬ 
tained  Hooded  Merganser,  Green-winged  Teal,  Pintail,  Pied-billed  Grebe,  American 
Widgeon  and  a  Wilson’s  Snipe  in  addition  to  Mallard,  Black  Duck  and  Canvas-back.  A 
flock  of  approximately  fifteen  Snow  Buntings  was  observed  at  the  north  end  of  the 
island  along  the  edge  of  the  Thruway,  ,re  also  saw  the  Meadowlark,  Flicker,  Robin, 
Cardinal,  Golden-crowned  Kinglet  and  Killdeer, 


Richard  Christensen 


PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 


Regular  meetings  are  at  8:00  P.M.  on  Wednesdays  in  the  Humboldt  Room  of  the 
Buffalo  Museum  of  Science, 

Jan,  23  -  reathcr  and  Birds  -  Robert  Coggcshall, 

Feb,  13  -  Report  of  F.N.Y.S.B.C.  Ymterfowl  Count  -  Clark  Beardslee,  Discussion 
of  Ducks  -  Heather  Thorpe,  Latest  Pictures  of  Arctic  Three-toed 
Y.'oodpecker  -  Fred  Hall, 

Feb,  27  -  Hawks  -  Story  of  flight  line,  observation  points,  dates,  etc.  - 
Bernard  Nathan. 

t 

Special  Announcement  -  March  13  is  our  500th  meeting  I  Dr.  Arthur  A.  Allen  of 

Cornell  is  our  guest  speaker.  We  will  have  an  opportunity 
to  gather  with  Dr.  Allen  for  dinner  before  our  meeting; 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

These  trips  may  be  cancelled  at  the  discretion  of  the  leader  because  of 
treacherous  driving  and  other  reasons.  Please  call  the  leader  if  you  plan  to  go; 
tell  him  whether  you  have  a  car  or  need  transportation.  The  trips  are  planned  so 
that  we  may  have  permanent  records  of  good  birding  areas  on  certain  dates.  Please 
help  our  loaders  cover  these  territories.  The  following  field  trips  are  on  Sundays. 

January  27  -  Ontario  Plain  (shrikes)  -  Leader:  Frederick  Vanderbles  (Cl.  0975). 

Meet  at  University  Plaza,  7:30  A..M, 

February  10  -  Grand  Island  (owls)  -  Leaders:  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Walter  Klabunde  (Lewiston 

6-2424)  or  M.L.  Emerson  (LI.  0067).  Meet  at  Whitehaven  and  East 
River  Roads,  Grand  Island,  8:30  A.M. 

February  24  -  Parks  south  of  Buffalo,  Chestnut  Ridge,  Emery,  etc.  Leader  -  to  be 

announced. 

March  10  -  South  shore  of  Lake  Erie,  Dunkirk,  etc.  -  Leader:  James  Braunberns 

(FR.  2571),  Meet  southside  of  City  Hall,  7:30  A.M. 

March  24  -  Ontario  Plain  -  Leader:  Ed.  C.  Ulrich  (PA.  8896).  Meet  at  University 

Plaza,  7:30  A.M. 

April  7  -  April  Bird  Count  -  Leader:  Richard  Rosche  (UN.  8859), 
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THE  STATUS  CP  THE  GOLDEN  PLOVER  AS  A  FALL  MIGRANT 
“IN  THE  B'O,  ST  STUDY  ;-iREA~  ~  ” 

The  Golden  Plover  occurs  regularly  in  the  fall  in  our  area  and  has  a  very 
interesting  distribution  pattern.  The  first  arrivals  are  usually  found  during  the 
last  week  of  August  or  the  first  week  of  September  along  the  Canadian  shore  of 
Lake  Erie.  The  main  flight  including  flocks  of  fifty  or  more  individuals  occurs 
from  the  middle  of  September  until  the  end  of  October.  At  this  time  the  birds  are 
found  almost  always  in  plowed  fields.  According  to  the  records  of  the  last  ten 
years,  the  migration  route  goes  from  the  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie  inland  for  no 
more  than  ten  miles,  across  the  nothern  two-thirds  of  Grand  Island,  and  then  through 
the  sink  areas  of  Erie  and  Genesee  counties. 

In  all  other  parts  of  our  area  the  Golden  Plover  is  rare,  and  detailed  notes 
should  accompany  records.  It  is  found  occasionally  around  Lake  Chautauqua  and 
Lake  Ontario,  but  apparently  not  in  large  numbers  and  not  consistently,  I  have  not 
given  the  extreme  early  and  late  dates  as  more  records  should  be  submitted  to  make 
a  full  account. 


Bernard  Nathan 


NOTE 


The  October  issue  of  the  Scientific  American  has  an  excellent  report  on  a 
detailed  study  of  bird  songs  and  calls.  This  study  of  bird  songs  and  calls  is  being 
made  at  Madingley  Ornithological  Field  Station  of  the  University  of  Cambridge, 


NOTE 

An  interesting  contribution  from  Steve  Eaton:  "Flpck  of  Turkeys,  12  young 
with  an  adult,  near  Knapp’s  Creek,  N.Y.,  7  September.  Young  about  two*-thirds  size 
of  the  adult.  Four  males  seen  near  house  at  Ten  Mile  (Vandalia)  12  November.” 


CONSERVATION  FORUM  OF  NEV.r  YORK  STATE  -  POSTER  CONTEST 

Students  of  all  public  and  private  schools  in  New  York  State  from  grade  5 
through  high  school  are  invited  to  enter  posters  which  may  be  in  any  medium  and  may 
relate  to  any  phase  of  conservation  of  natural  resources.  Each  must  conform  in  size 
18  x  24  inches.  Two  only  may  be  submitted  from  a  single  grade,  section  or  room  or 
junior  club. 

Entries  will  be  divided  into  suitable  classes  and  awards  of  $3.00,  $2,00  and 
$1.00  will  be  made  in  each  class.  All  contestants  are  invited  to  the  18th  annual 
School  of  Conservation,  Saturday,  May  11,  1957,  when  awards  will  be  made  and  a 
morning  program  will  be  followed  by  a  field  trip. 

Closing  date  for  entries: _ March  51,  1957  vrrite  for  entry  blanks. 

Address:  Conservation  Forum,  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  Buffalo  11,  N.Y. 

Please  mail  your  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  third  day  of  the 
following  month  to  Cyril  T.  Yolfling,  Box  87,  Alden,  New  York. 


EDITOR:  Ray  McCann,  59  /-aider son  Place,  Buffalo  22,  New  York 
TREASURER:  Ray  Kirsch,  159  Pleasant  Ave.,  Hamburg,  New  York 
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THE  MONTH 

f-  - wrr^-r^rrrr^.-^-J' . J,U* 

FEBl  9 195/ 

This  was  the  warmest  December  in  25  years,  the  average  temperature  being  5*2 
degrees  above  the  mean*  Precipitation  was  1*9  inches  above  normal.  On  the  26th— 
27th  18*4  inches  of  snow  fell  in  a  localized  storm  at  Buffalo*  In  response  to  the 
sustained  warmth  more  than  the  usual  number  of  half-hardy  individuals  and  species 
of  birds  remained  with  us,  as  is  manifest  throughout  all  parts  of  this  month’s  list 
of  Noteworthy  Records*  The  feeding  station  of  Dr.  Gordon  B.  TThite  in  Port  Colborne, 
Ont * ,  was  especially  favored  by  such  birds,  with  an  Oriole,  a  Ruby-crowned  Kinglet, 
and  a  Rusty  Blackbird  among  his  more  unusual  regular  visitors*  The  number  of  Song 
Sparrows  and  other  native  sparrows  present  in  our  area  was  close  to  an  all-time  high 
for  December* 


The  outstanding  bird  of  the  month  was  the  Arctic  Woodpecker  which  spent  a  good 
deal  of  its  time  during  several  weeks  on  a  particular  elm  tree  in  north  Buffalo  and 
wr  s  seen  by  most  of  the  local  birding  enthusiasts*  Our  birders  fared  better  in  this 
respect  than  some  of  our  friends  in  Rochester*  In  that  city  an  elm  tree  on  one  of 
the  busiest  thoroughfares  was  being  frequented  by  at  least  six  of  these  rare  wood¬ 
peckers*  Apparently  the  attention  and  publicity  given  to  this  "insect-infested  dead 
tree"  was  too  much  for  duty-conscious  officials  in  charge  of  the  city’s  trees;  they 
immediately  went  out  and  cut  it  dov/ni 

Harold  H.  Axtell 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

*  -  indicates  first  report  of  the  year 
L  -  "  last  "  "  "  migration 


^Red-necked  Grebe 

Dec  • 

2 

1 

Ft.  Erie, Ont* 

Schaffner  et  al 

!1 

7 

2 

tt  t»  ti 

tt  tt 

rhistling  Swan 

« 

22 

4 

Bemus  Pt.,  Chaut .  Co 

*  Parker 

Gadwall 

it 

21-2? 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cem. 

Schaffner , Nathan 

tt 

22L 

2 

Buckhorn  Is.St.Pk. 

tt  tt 

Pintail 

tt 

16 

14 

tt  ft  tt  ft 

Schaffner  et  al 

it 

22 

7 

tt  ft  tt  tt 

tt  ft 

Amer*  Widgeon 

f! 

13L 

1 

tt  ft  tt  tt 

Schaffner 

Ring -necked  Duck 

ft 

16 

1 

Niagara  Gorge 

Schaffner  et  al 

a) 


l 


I 


Canvas-back 

Dec 

.  2 

5000 

Chippawa ,  Ont . 

Schaffner  et  al 

King  Eider 

tt 

13 

1 

Niagara  Gorge 

Schaffner 

tt 

16 

2 

tt  tt 

Schaffner  et  al 

tt 

29 

1 

Niagara  River 

tt 

tt 

Surf  Scoter 

tt 

2 

1 

Fort  Erie, Ont. 

tt 

tt 

tt 

13 

1 

tt  it  tt 

it 

tt 

tt 

13 

1 

Niagara  Gorge 

tt 

tt 

tt 

16 

1 

tt  tt 

tt 

tt 

Airier  •  Scoter 

tt 

2 

3 

Fort  Erie, Ont. 

tt 

tt 

tt 

13 

4 

Niagara  Gorge 

tt 

tt 

tt 

15 

1 

it  it 

tt 

tt 

tt 

29 

1 

tt  tt 

tt 

tt 

Ruddy  Duck 

tt 

2 

2 

tt  tt 

tt 

tt 

tt 

13 

1 

tt  tt 

tt 

tt 

Hooded  Merganser 

tt 

22 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.St.Pk. 

Schaffner 

tt 

22 

6 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Parker 

tt 

29 

2 

Niagara  Gorge 

Schaffner 

Sharp- sh,*  Hawk 

tt 

2 

1 

Hamburg 

Bourne 

Florida  Gallinule 

tt 

2  2L 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.St.Pk. 

Schaffner 

Coot 

tt 

13 

2 

Niagara  Gorge 

tt 

Killdeer 

tt 

7 

3 

Pt •  Abino,Cnt. 

Schaffner 

et  al 

it 

16L 

2 

Pt .  Colborne,0nt . 

tt 

tt 

Wilson’s  Snipe 

n 

28L 

1 

Sardinia 

Rosche,  Farrar 

Glaucous  Gull 

tt 

16 

1 

Niagara  Gorge 

Schaffner 

et  al 

tt 

29 

1 

tt  tt 

tt 

tt 

Iceland  Gull 

tt 

2 

1 

tt  tt 

n 

tt 

tt 

16 

1 

tt  tt 

it 

tt 

Kurr.lien1  s  Gull 

tt 

2 

2 

n  tt 

tt 

n 

tt 

16 

1 

tt  tt 

tt 

tt 

Mourning  Dove 

tt 

21 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cem, 

Schaffner 

tt 

29 

5 

Hell svi lie 

McMurt ry 

tt 

30 

1 

Bunting  Rd., Orchard  Pk.  Bourne 

tt 

30 

3 

Vicinity  Chestnut  Ridge  Bacon  (Aud.  Census) 

Barn  Owl 

tt 

15 

1 

Ransom  Rd., Grand  Is. 

Webster .Schaffner  etal 

Long -eared  Owl 

tt 

15-22 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cem. 

Schaffner 

et  al 

Short-eared  Owl 

it 

15 

3 

Buckhorn  Is.St.Pk, 

Schaffner 

, Nathan, 

Webster 

tt 

26 

1 

Town  Line 

Coyle  rep 

•  Webster 

Flicker 

it 

2 

1 

Willoughby  Twp . ,Ont • 

Schaffner 

et  al 

tt 

15 

1 

Niagara  Loop 

Mitchell 

et  al 

Red-headed  Vdpkr  • 

tt 

22 

2 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Mealy, Randell, Robinson 

Arctic  Vdpkr. 

tt 

1 

1 

Olean 

Simmons  rep.  Mitchell 

tt 

9 

1 

Parkridge  &  Minnesota 

$ 

Buffalo 

TJcci  rep. 

Webster 

tt 

16 

1 

196  Shirley  Ave.,Bflo 

•  Walker  rep.  Webster 

tt 

19-25 

1 

Parkridge  &  Minnesota 

Buffalo 

many  observers 

Winter  r'ren 

tt 

1 

1 

Hamburg  (feeder) 

Bacon 

tt 

2 

1 

Duffer in  Is., Ont. 

Schaffner 

et  al 

tt 

13 

2 

it  tt  tt 

tt 

tt 

tt 

15 

1 

Delaware  Pk. 

Schaffner 

tt 

16 

1 

Duffer in  Is., Ont. 

Schaffner 

et  al 

tt 

21 

1 

Delaware  Pk. 

Schaffner 

n 

2? 

1 

Chautauqua.  Lake 

Mealy 

Robin 

tt 

16 

1 

Bakers  Cr.,Ont. 

Schaffner 

et  al 

tt 

22 

1 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Mealy 

tt 

30 

2 

Vicinity  Chestnut  Rid 

ge  Bacon, Mitchell 

(Aud.  Census) 

Ruby-cr,  Kinglet 

tt 

28 

1 

Port  Colborne  (feeder)  Whit e  rep 

.  Mitchell 

(2) 


Cf 


ti 


r 


Gray  Shrike 

Dec 

.  2 

1 

Black  Creek, Ont, 

Schaffner  et  al 

ti 

2 

1 

Boyers  Creek, Ont. 

tt  it 

Tt 

2 

1 

Ushers  Creek, Ont. 

tt  tt 

tt 

7 

1 

Abino  Hi 11s, Ont. 

Schaffner 

1! 

15 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.St.Pk. 

S  cha  f f ner , Nathan 

tt 

29 

1 

Fell svi lie 

McMurtry 

ti 

30 

1 

Vicinity  Chestnut  Ridge  Rew  rep.  Bacon 

Myrtle  Warbler 

It 

2 

4 

Dufferin  Is., Ont, 

Schaffner  et  al 

E.  Meadowlark 

tl 

15 

1 

Grand  Is. 

Mitchell  et  al 

Red-w,  Blackbird 

tt 

5 

1 

Wellsville 

McMurtry 

It 

16 

2 

Ransom  Rd., Grand  Is. 

Schaffner  et  al 

tt 

29 

1 

Center  St., East  Aurora  Loersch  rep.  Rosche 

Oriole  (sp*?) 

11 

3-29 

1 

Port  Colborne,Ont , 

(feeder) 

White  rep,  Mitchell 

Rustv  Blackbird 

tt 

9 

1 

Port  Colborne,Ont . 

tt  tt  tt 

Gpackle 

tt 

14-31 

1 

Center  St.,  E,  Aurora 

Loersch  rep.  Rosche 

tt 

16 

1 

Port  Colborne,Ont . 

White  rep.  Mitchell 

tt 

26 

1 

Garrison  Rd.,Wlmsv. 

Wend ling 

Pine  Siskin 

tt 

29 

1 

Niagara-on-Ln.ke,Ont  • 

Schaffner 

11 

30 

2 

Vicinity  Chestnut  Ridge  Rosche  rep.  Bacon 

Eastern  Towhee 

11 

5 

1 

Zenner  Rd.,  Eden 

Bourne 

It 

30 

1 

Orchard  Pk.  (feeder) 

Stickney  rep.  Bacon 

Wh.-th.  Sparrow 

tt 

1-3 

1 

Hamburg  (feeder) 

Avery 

tt 

-a 

t 

co 

2 

Creekside  Dr.,N.  Falls  Heilborn 

tt 

24 

1 

Wellsville  (feeder) 

McClure  rep.  McMurtry 

tt 

30 

1 

Vicinity  Chestnut  Ridge  Rosche  rep.  Bacon 

Fox  Sparrow 

tt 

1 

1 

Creekside  Dr.,N.  Falls  Heilborn 

It 

2 

1 

Dufferin  Is., Ont, 

Schaffner  et  al 

Swamp  Sparrow 

tt 

13 

1 

Lyons  Cr.,0nt. 

Schaffner 

tt 

22 

3 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Mealy,Randell , Robins on 

It 

30 

1 

Vicinity  Chestnut  Rid 

ge  Rosche  rep.  Bacon 

Snow  Bunting 

tt 

7 

19 

Pt.  Abino,  Ont. 

Schaffner,  Brownstein 

tt 

30 

170 

Vicinity  Chestnut  Rid 

ge  Bacon 

Addenda  : 

Tufted  Titmouse 

Nov 

•  11-Dec.  31 

2  lellsville 

Davies  rep.  McMurtry 

Field  Sparrow 

tt 

19L 

1 

McMurtry 

Snow  Bunting 

tt 

21 

50  " 

tl 

Species  and  subspecies 

previously  recorded: 

260 

Additional  sp  ecies 

and 

subsp 

ecies 

recorded  in  Dec • 

1 

261 

NOT  ONE  BUT  TWO 

"There’s  a  woodpecker  in  the  diseased  elm  tree  in  front  of  our  house  at  the 
corner  of  Parkridge  and  Minnesota,"  Patrick  TJcci,  7th  grade  pupil  in  School  63, 
remarked  to  me  on  the  morning  of  Pecember  11,  1956.  "He’s  been  there  ever  since  day 
before  yesterday." 

"YJhich  one  do  you  think  it  is,"  I  inquired,  "Hairy  or  Downy?" 

"Neither.  This  one’s  back  is  solid  black." 

Hy  heart  skipped  a  beat*  In  October  all  local  bird  watchers  had  heard  of  the 
movement  into  our  own  as  well  as  other  n.reas  throughout  the  state  of  the  Arctic 
Three-toed,  or  Black-backed  Woodpecker.  In  fact  many  of  us  had  spent  futile  hours 
on  November  holidays  and  weekends  scrambling  over  fallen  trees  in  ilson  Cemetery, 
emitting  strange  noises  supposedly  calculated  to  lure  into  the  open  the  elusive  one 
observed  there  on  October  20  by  the  Harold  Axtells. 

(3) 
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Trying  to  appeal;  casual,  I  asked,  "Did  you  notice  anything  else?" 

"Yes,"  Pat  answered,  "instead  of  a  red  spot  that  the  Downy  or  Hairy  has  on  the 
back  of  his  head,  this  one  has  a  yellow  patch  near  the  front  of  his  head." 

kith  great  self-denial  I  resisted  temptation  to  let  my  English  classes  carry 
on  (in  the  better  sense  of  the  word  I)  without  benefit  of  teacher,  and  rush  to  the 
hist ory -making  corner*  Instead  I  inquired,  "were  you  near  enough  to  see  what  he 
wad  doing?"  (Already  we  were  referring  to  the  unknovm  as  He.) 

"Yes,"  my  observant  Junior  Auduboner  replied,  "he  hammers  away  on  one  side  of  a 
branch,  then  starts  on  the  opposite  side  until  you’d  think  his  head  would  fall  off. 
After  a  while  he  tears  off*  a  piece  of  bark,  and  then  pecks  at  the  bare  place  until 
he  starts  all  over.  The  ground  below  is  covered  with  shreds.  I  picked  up  a  piece 
and  it’s  full  of  tiny  holes." 

All  lovers  of  American  elms  have  learned  that  these  tiny  holes  mark  the  entrance 
into  this  stricken  tree  of  bark  beetles  to  lay  their  eggs.  Next  spring  the  wings  of 
emerging  young  will  carry  fungus  spores  of  the  dread  elm  disease  to  nearby  trees 
and  spread  the  destruction.  By  reducing  the  1957  crop  of  bark  beetles  Pat’s  wood¬ 
pecker  was  helping  to  preserve  Buffalo’s  elms  I 

Opening  Birds  of  Minnesota,  Volume  1,  a  gift  to  the  present  Junior  Audubon 
Clubs  by  those  of  1944,  I'- asked  Pat  to  point  to  the  colored  plate  of  the  bird  he  had 
been  observing.  'Vithout  hesitation  he  selected  the  male  Arctic  Three-toed  or  Black- 
backed  Woodpecker .  Here  I  assured  him  that  I  would  even  leave  my  lunch  if  he  found 
his  friend  returned  to  the  elm  at  noon  hour.  Just  about  to  sip  my  cup  of  tea  in  the 
lunchroom,  I  was  summoned  by  Pat’s  excited  knock  and  call,  "He’s  back J" 

Picoides  arcticus  must  hn.ve  been  alarmed  by  the  screech  of  brakes,  for  as  I 
flew  from  my  car,  he  flew  into  the  next  block.  I  returned  to  cooling  tea.  In  spite 
of  my  repeated  visits  there  during  the  week,  as  well  as  those  of  alerted  fellow  bird¬ 
watchers,  none  of  us  was  able  to  verify  Fat’s  find. 

Then  on  December  18  shortly  after  8:00  A.M.  I  saw  him:  Robin-sized,  black- 
backed,  and  barred  sides.  At  Pat’s  invitation  I  raced  to  the  Ucci  attic,  and  there 
at  the  open  window  I  waited  for  a  glimpse  of  his  yellow  crown  patch  before  I  phoned 
Fred  Ha.ll  to  hurry  to  the  scene  with  movie  camera.  Next  Margaret  Teare,  Chairman  of 
Publicity  of  both  Audubon  and  Ornithological  Societies,  was  notfied.  Back  to 
prosaic  classroom  for  me. 

Not  so  prosaic  as  one  might  surmise  2  En.ch  morning  group  of  youngsters  received 
a.  briefing  about  appenra.nce  and  habits  of  the  ra.ro  visitor.  Because  he  was  worthy 
to  be  seen,  each  class  throughout  the  whole  school  was  similarly  briefed  by  a  Junior 
Audubon  president.  In  that  way  everybody  on  his  way  to  and  from  school  at  lunchtime 
might  know  what  to  look  for. 

Nearly  everybody  did.  During  the  day  teachers  took  classes  to  the  tree,  some 
with,  some  without  success.  On  the  afternoon  homeward  journey  several  children 
might  have  stroked  his  velvety  back,  so  absorbed  was  he  at  eye-level  in  destroying 
the  larvae.  How  happy  we  should  be  for  such  an  avian  army  to  check  the  insidious 
foe  1 


Returning  from  lunch  on  this  epochal  day,  Ray  Walker,  another  seventh  grader, 
said,  "If  that’s  an  Arctic  Three-toed  Woodpecker  in  Pat’s  tree,  there’s  another  one 
just  like  it  at  196  Shirley  Avenue.  It’s  been  there  for  two  days." 

Incredulous,  I  joked,  "Come,  come,  Ray,  One  to  a  neighborhood  is  enough." 


Not  CnoBut  Two  (conTt.) 


’’No,”  Ray  insisted,  ”l  mean  it.”  He  was  joined  by  his  sixth  grade  sister, 

Jean,  who  in  great  seriousness  hold  to  their  story  that  a  second  bird  could  be  found 
two  blocks  away. 

Accordingly  on  the  next  morning,  December  19,  having  spotted  Pat’s  black 
destroyer  hammering  away  at  his  chosen  stand,  I  hurried  to  196  Shirley  Avenue®  To 
my  complete  amazement  I  behold  Ficoides  arcticus  II,  yellow  crownpatch  and  all, 
attacking  hidden  foe  in  Elm  II®  Just  to  be  sure  that  Number  I  wasn’t  performing 
some  fast  aerial  stunts,  I  quickly  retraced  my  route  to  the  Site  of  the  First 
Appearance.  Children  there  told  me  that  the  object  of  their  affections  had  re¬ 
mained  at  his  post  during  my  brief  absence.  Here  we  were,  then,  proud  hosts  to  two 
strayed  wanderers  from  coniferous  forests  of  the  North!  Number  II  never  proved  so 
accommodating  as  Number  I,  but  both  children  and  adults  enjoyed  his  antics  and  those 
of  his  npre  constant  cousins >  the  Downy  and  Hairy  who  moved  in  on  the  feast. 

For  four  days  observers  ranged  from  pa  rent -accompanied  kindergartners  to 
college  professors,  from  amused  bystanders  to  dyed-in-the-wool  ornithologists.  One 
father  even  suggested  that  the  Uccis  open  a  hot-dog  stand  for  the  disappointed  ones 
,rho  stood  about  in  the  cold  waiting  for  His  Honor  to  reappear  1 

On  the  first  day  of  winter,  December  21,  ho  held  his  last  audience.  Just  as 
abruptly  as  he  had  arrived  he  departed.  At  least  one  found  the  Christmas  holidays 
brightened  by  recollections  of  heads  atilt,  faces  aglow  at  the  sight  of  the  regal 
visitor  with  the  golden  crown* 


Gertrude  G.  v'obster, 


TWENTY-EIGHTH  B.O.S.  CHRISTMAS  BIRD  COUNT  -  December  25,  1956 

Area  -  Grand  Island,  both  branches  of  the  Niagara  River  from  Fort  Erie  to  the  gorge 
just  below  the  Falls,  Buffalo,  Kenmore,  the  Tonawandas,  LaSalle,  parts 
of  Niagara  Falls,  N.Y.  and  Ont.,  and  the  Ontario  Peninsula  west  of  Grand 
Island  about  four  miles. 

Heather  -  Cloudy  with  fog  in  some  areas  in  the  morning,  gradually  clearing  during 
the  day.  Temperature  ranged  from  34  to  50  degrees  F.  and  the  wind  was 
light  from  the  east  and  northeast  at  5  to  10  mph.  The  ground  was  bare 
and  all  water  areas  were  unfrozen. 

Coverage  -  53  observers  in  15  parties.  Field  observation  was  from  4.15  AM  to  6:00 
PM  and  the  groups  covered  565  miles  by  car  and  about  59  miles  on  foot. 

Territories  and  Observers  - 

A.  Canada,  Rainbow  Bridge  south  to  the  Holland  River  and  west  from  the  Niagara 
River  to  M.C.  RR,  Portage  Road  and  the  area  boundary.  -  Bernard  Nathan,  James 
Braunberns,  Mary  Louise  Emerson,  Edward  Seeber,  Ethel  Seeber,  Fred  Salisbury. 

B.  Canada,  Holland  River  south  to  Black  Creek  and  from  Niagara  River  west  to 
Queen  Elizabeth  Highway  and  the  area  Boundary.  -  Mr.  and  Mrs.  1  alter  Klabunde, 

Charles  Klabunde. 

C.  Canada,  west  of  the  Queen  Elizabeth  Highway  to  area  boundary  and  south  to 
Bowen  Road.  -  Art  Schaffner,  Fritz  Scheider. 

D.  Canada,  Black  Creek  south  to  the  Peace  Bridge  and  from  Niagara  River  west  to 
the  Queen  Elizabeth  Highway.  -  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edward  Jlrich,  Lena  Turner, 
Kercedeth  Lovelace. 
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E.  Canada,  Bowen  Rond  south  to  area  boundary  and  east  to  Oueen  Elizabeth  Highway 
and  Lake  Erie.  -  Richard  Rosche,  M.  Edna  Blowers,  "Donald  Drennan,  Mr.  &  Mrs. 
Arthur  Rosche. 

F.  Porter  Road,  Hyde  Park  Blvd.,  Pine  St.,  Main  St.  south  to  Niagara  River 
including  Goat  and  Cayuga  Islands  and  east  to  Military  Road.  -  Mr.  &  Mrs. 

Axel  Hcilborn,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  A.V.  Tulinoff,  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Nathan  C.  Eastman,  Donald 
Abbott,  Karl  Jensen. 

G.  Military  Road  southeast  to  Erie  Barge  Canal  and  from  Niagara  River  north  and 
east  to  area  boundary.  -  Mr.  &  Mrs.  M'inston  ¥,  Broclcner 

H.  Erie  Barge  Canal  south  to  Sheridan  Drive  and  from  Niagara  River  east  to  area 
boundary.  -  Mr.  &  Mrs.  TMinstonJd.  Brockner. 

J.  Sheridan  Drive  east  and  south  to  area  boundary  and  west  to  Niagara  River.  - 
Mari e  M'endl ing ,  Harold  Mitchell, 

K.  "l  est  of  Stony  Point  Road,  north  of  Huth  and  Long  Roads  to  Niagara  River 
(Grand  Island).  -  Heather  Thorpe,  Hart  Kivett,  John  Filor,  Richard  Drobits. 

L.  Huth  and  Long  Roads  south  to  Mhitehaven  Rd.,  Stony  Point  Road  west  to  the 
Niagara  River  (Grand  Island).  -  Fred  T.  Hall  and  Family. 

M.  East  of  Stony  Point  Road  and  north  of  Mhitehaven  Road  to  Niagara  River 
(Grand  Island),  -  Philip  Greene,  Robert  F,  Andrle,  Richard  Christensen,  Donald 
Gamble,  Paul  Jacobs,  Joseph  F,  Thill,  Carl  Adler. 

N.  Thitehaven  Road  south  to  Love  Road,  Baseline  Road  west  to  Niagara  River  (Grand 
Island),  -  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Edward  Cummiskey,  Ellen  J.  1  "indsor 

O.  Mhitehaven  Road  south  to  Love  Road,  Baseline  Road  east  to  Niagara  River  (Grand 
Island).  -  Cyril  17c  If  ling 

P.  Love  Road  south  to  Beaver  Island  State  Park,  from  East  Branch  Niagara  River  to 
M’est  Branch  Niagara  River  (Grand  Island) •  -  Dr.  &  Mrs.  Harold  Axtcll 

Q.  Beaver  Island  State  Po.rk  (Grand  Island).  -  Mr.  &  Mrs.  John  E.  Bacon 


Species  Recorded 
Species  No . 

Common  Loon  2 

Horned  Grebe  11 

Pied-billed  Grebe  1 

Great  Blue  Heron  20 

Black-crowned  Night  Heron  7 
Mallard  729 

Black  Duck  882 

Gadwall  2 

Pinto.il  ^3 

Redhead  255 

Ring-necked  Duck  1 

Canvas -back  1502 

Greater  Scaup  2576 

Lesser  Scaup  12 

American  Golden-eye  2157 
Buffi  e-head  46 

G  Id- squaw  205 


Territory 

A~ 

A 

A 

J 


K 


A 


A,  D 


Species 

No. 

Territory 

King  Eider 

2 

A,  P 

Mhite-winged  Scoter 

4 

3urf  Scoter 

3 

A 

American  Scoter 

2 

A 

Ruddy  Duck 

1 

A 

Hooded  Merganser 

28 

American  Merganser 

4968 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

1070 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

33 

Rough- legged  Hawk 

2 

C,  L 

Marsh  Hawk 

7 

Sparrow  Hawk 

79 

Pheasant 

60 

Glaucous  Gull 

5 

A 

Iceland  Gull 

6 

A,  K 

KumlienTs  Gull 

3 

A 

Great  Bl. -backed  Gull 

31 
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con't ,) 

Species 

No. 

Territory 

Species 

No. 

Territory 

Herring  Gull 

5380 

Vinter  Wen 

3 

A,  J 

Ring-billed  Gull 

3026 

Robin 

4 

F,G  ,  J 

Bonaparte's  Gull 

477 

Hermit  Thrush 

1 

K 

Mourning  Dove 

55 

F,J,M 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet 

43 

Barn  Owl 

3 

L,M 

Cedar  Vnxwing 

6 

C 

Screech  Owl 

12 

C,M,P 

Gray  Shrike 

7 

Great  Horned  Owl 

12 

C,K,M 

Starling 

8894 

Snowy  Owl 

1 

M 

Myrtle  Varbler 

2 

A,K 

Long-eared  Owl 

5 

J,K 

House  Sparrow 

2503 

Short -eared  Owl 

12 

C,K,L 

Meadowlark 

2 

0 

Kingfisher 

2 

A,D 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

6 

K,M 

Flicker 

4 

F,M 

Grackle 

1 

L 

Hairy  Voodpecker 

14 

Cowbird 

1 

M 

Downy  Voodpecker 

46 

Cardinal 

23 

Arctic  Three-toed  Vdpkr, 

1 

J 

Goldfinch 

9 

praire  Horned  Lark 

23 

Slate-colored  Junco 

12 

Blue  Jay 

128 

Tree  Sparrow 

373 

Crow 

264 

Vhite-throated  Sparrow 

1 

C 

Black-capped  Chickadee 

66 

Swamp  Sparrow 

13 

C,P 

r hit e-breast ed  Nuthatch 

16 

Song  Sparrow 

23 

Red-breasVed  Nuthatch 

1 

A 

Snow  Bunting 

2 

p 

Brown  Creeper 

23 

Number  of  sp  ecies 
Subspecies 


76 


1  (Kumlien's  Gull 


Number  of  individuals  -  36,285 


Comments  -  The  Christmas  Count  this  year  was  fortunate  in  having  generally  fair  and 
mild  weather  although  fog,  especially  in  the  morning,  affected  visibility  in  certain 
areas.  Considerable  water  in  the  vroods  and  fields  made  walking  more  difficult. 

The  fact  that  the  hunting  season  was  still  in  progress  possibly  caused  the  ducks 
to  concentrate  in  restricted  areas  but  this  did  not  affect  their  abundance  in  compar¬ 
ison  to  former  years.  Some  species  such  as  the  mergansers  were  observed  in  greater 
numbers  than  ever  before  on  a  count.  The  Canvas-back  was  the  only  exception,  the 
total  seen  being  about  one-sixth  to  one-eighth  of  that  on  each  of  the  previous  five 
years.  However,  about  a  week  before  the  Count  several  thousand  more  birds  were  noted 
in  our  area.  The  King  Eider  was  recorded  for  the  fourth  time  on  a  Count,  one  bird 
off  Grand  Island  in  the  Vest  Niagara  River  and  another  in  the  Gorge  below  Niagara 
Falls.  Noteworthy  was  the  relative  abundance  of  owls,  45  individuals  of  six  species 
being  recorded.  In  the  section  of  Grand  Island  where  a  number  of  the  owls  were  seen 
mice  appeared  to  be  quite  numerous. 

The  Arctic  Three-toed  Voodpecker  in  North  Buffalo  was  the  first  record  of  this 
species  on  our  Count  and  very  likely  was  the  bird  which  was  seen  both  before  and 
after  this  day.  The  Hermit  Thrush  at  Buckhorn  Island  Park  and  the  Cedar  Vaxwings  in 
an  Ontario  territory  wore  of  interest  and  each  had  been  observed  before  only  three 
times  since  1929  on  Christmas  Counts.  The  Grackle,  observed  on  the  west  side  of 
Grand  Island,  was  only  the  third  occurrence  of  this  species  on  a  Count.  Swamp  and 
Song  Sparrows  were  noted  in  greater  numbers  than  usual,  well  over  half  of  these 
being  recorded  in  Ontario  in  the  Lyons  Creek  and  Villoughby  sections. 

Robert  F.  Andrle 


NOTE  -  A  Starling  fell  down  the  chimney  at  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  V.J.  Kidd  in 
”~Snyder  on  January  12.  The  Starling  flew  through  the  furnace,  which  was  in  use 
at  the  time,  and  escaped  into  the  basement  when  Mrs.  Kidd  opened  the  furnace 
door.  Vhen  Mr.  ai^  Mrs.  Kidd  released  the  Starling,  it  flew  away  -  apparently 

none  the  worse  for  wear.  .  . 
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THENTY -SEVENTH  B.O.S.  CHRISTMAS  BIRD  COUNT 


jECHMBRR  27th, 


c  c  ■ 


This  count  covered  the  same  area  as  the  19  56  Christmas  Count  (above)  ,  However 
the  territories  listed  below  correspond  to  those  shown  on  the  map  in  the  Jaiuajy. 
1955  Frothonot ary •  Host  territories  had  heavy  snow,  light  wind,  poor  visibility,, 
and  temperatures  from  19°  tc  25'  in  the  morning  -  snow  flurries  and  occasional  tun*- 
shine  in  the  afternoon.  44  observers  in  16  parties  covered  the  area. 


Species 


No.  Territory  Species 


No ,  Territory 


Common  Loon  6 

Horned  Grebe  25 

Pied-billed  Grebe  2 

Groat  Blue  Heron  6 

Black-crowned  Night  Heron  1 
Mallard  660 

Black  Duck  1093 

Gadv/all  1 

Fintail  6 

Hood  Duck  1 

Redhead  57 

Canvas-back  10,950 

Greater  Scaup  1,117 

Lesser  Scaup  42 

American  Golden-eye  2,011 

Buffle-head  96 

Old-squaw  72 

r  hite-v/inged  Scoter  7 

Surf  Scoter  1 

American  Scoter  2 

Ruddy  Duck  3 

Hooded  Merganser  4 

American  Merganser  203 

Red-breasted  Merganser  60 
Sharp- shinned  Hawk  1 

Red-tailed  Hawk  25 

Hhagh-leggcd  Hawk  5 

Marsh  Hawk  3 

Sparrow  Hawk  35 

Ruffed  Grouse  1 

Pheasant  47 

Coot  7 

Glaucous  Gull  8 

Iceland  Gull  3 

Kumlien* s  Gull  1 

Great  Black— backed  Gull  47 

Herring  Gull  5,586 

Ring-billed  Gull  1,651 

Franklin1 s  Gull  1 


A 

A 

E 


A 


A,D 


P 

A 

A 

A 


A,  0 


A 


A 


A 


D 


Bonaparte* s  Gull  8,601 

Little  Gull  2 

Kittiwake  1 

Mourning  Dove  1 

Screech  Owl  15 

Great  Horned  Owl  4 

Short -eared  Owl  10 

Belted  Kingfisher  1 

Flicker  5 

Red-headed  Hoodpecker  2 

Yell  ow-bellied  Sapsucker  1 
Hairy  ’Voodpecker  7 

Downy  Hoodpecker  33 

Prairie  Horned  Lark  12 

Blue  Jay  110 

Crow  300 

Black-capped  Chickadee  63 

1  hite-breasted  Nuthatch  9 
Red-breasted  Nuthfitch  3 

Brown  Creeper  17 

I. inter  I  ren  1 

Robin  6 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet  16 

Cedar  Haxwing  14 

Gray  Shrike  8 

Starling  4,177 

House  Sparrow  1,253 

Eastern  Meadowlark  2 

Red-winged  Blackbird  4 

Cowbird  1 

Cardinal  13 

Harp  le  Finch  6 

Common  Redpoll  4 

Goldfinch  2? 

Eastern  Towhee  1 

Slate-colored  Junco  66 

Tree  Sparrow  415 

Song  Sparrow  4 


A 

0 

J,0 

J,0 

P 

A 

J 

H 


A 


A 

0 


Number  of  Species 

Sub-species 
Number  of  individuals 


76 

1  (Kumlien’s  Gull) 
39,129 


The  Franklin^  Gull  was  observed  by  Mitchell  on  the  Niagara  River  just  north  of 
Huntley  Power  Station.  Most  of  the  other  scarce  gulls  and  ducks  were  observed  by 
Nathan,  Schaffner,  Y.oldman,  and  Brownstein  in  the  territory  west  of  the  Niagara 
River. 
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H:  QGIu J.i  -  MEETINGS 

Regular  meetings  arc  at  8:00  P.M.  on  Wednesdays  in  the  Humboldt  Room  of  the 
Buffalo  Museum  of  Science. 


Fob,  13  -  Report  of  F.N.Y.S.B.C.  Waterfowl  Count  -  Clark  Beardslee.  Discussion  of 
Ducks  -  Heather  Thorpe.  Latest  Pictures  of  Arctic  Three-toed 
T "oodpecker  -  Fred  Hall. 

Feb.  27  -  Hawks  -  Story  of  flight  line,  observation  points,  dates,  etc.  - 
Bernard  Nathan. 


March  13  -  500th  MEETING  -  8:00  P.M.  -  Dr.  Arthur  A.  Allen  of  Corhell  University 
speaker. 

6:15  P.M.  -  Dinner  at  The  Museum  in  honor  of  speaker.  $2.00  per.  Come 
early  to  meet  Dr.  Allen.  Both  dinner  and  meeting  are  open  to  anyone 
interested.  Phone  your  reservations  to  Eugenia  Praemassing,  AT.  1618 
by  Sunday,  March  10th. 

March  27  -  Plan  April  Bird  Count  -  Leader:  Richard  Rosche.  What  Bird  is  That?  - 
Leader:  Kathryn  Praemassing. 


April  10  -  Sparrows  -  Harold  Axtell 

April  24  -  Report  April  Bird  Count  -  Leader  Richard  Rosche.  Subject  to  bo 
announced. 


May  8  -  Plan  May  Bird  Count  -  Leader:  Bernard  Nathan.  Warblers  -  Alice  Ulrich. 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 


The  following  field  trips  are  on  Sundays  unless  otherwise  mentioned. 

February  10  -  Grand  Island  (owls,  larks,  etc.)  Leaders:  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Walter  Klabunde 

(Lewiston  6  -  2424)  or  M.L.  Emerson  (LI.  0067).  Meet  at  Whitehaven 
and  East  River  Rds  Grand  Island  8:30  A.M. 

February  24  -  Parks  south  of  Buffalo  -  Leader:  Mrs.  John  E.  Bacon  (Em.  5184).  Meet 

in  parking  lot  at  Hamburg  water  tower  between  Long  Ave.  &  Main,  near 
Buffalo  St.  at  9  A.M. 

March  10  -  South  shore  of  Lake  Erie,  Dunkirk,  etc.  -  Leader:  James  Braunberns 

(FR.  2571).  Meet  at  southside  of  Buffalo  City  Hall  7:30  A.M. 

March  24  -  Ontario  Plain  -  Leader  Edward  Ulrich  (PA.  8896).  Meet  at  University 

Plaza  7:30  A.M. 

April  7  -  April  Bird  Count  -  Leader:  Richard  Rosche  (UN.  8859) 

April  14  -  Sinks  &  Oak  Orchard  -  Leader:  Bernard  Nathan  (PA.  9069).  Meet  at 
University  Plaza  7:00  A.M. 

April  13  thru  June  8th  -  Saturday  Morning  BirdWrlks  in  Delaware  Park  &  Forest  Lawn 
Cemetery.  Meet  at  Rumsey  Rd,  and  Windsor  Ave.  at  7:00  A.M. 

****** 

Please  mail  your  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  third  day  o.  the 

f ol 1 owing  month  to  Cyril  T.  Wolf ling ,  Box  87,  jilden,  N.Y. 

EDITOR:  Ray  McCann,  59  Anderson  Place,  Buffalo  22,  New  York. 

TREASURER:  Ray  Kirsch,  159  Pleasant  Ave.,  Hamburg,  N.Y. 
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lished  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society,  Inc. 

Buffalo,  few  York 

THE  MONTH 

This  was  the., coldest  January  since  1948,  with  the  average  temperature  4*9 
degrees  below  normal.  The  period  from  the  13th  to  the  18th  was  especially  cold,  the 
lowest  .for  each  of  these  days  being  -7,  -9,  -12,  2,  -1,  and  3  degrees  F.  at  the 
^^Suffalo  airport.  This  was  the  worst  cold  spell  since  1934,  killing  an  estimated 
85%  of  the  fruit  crop.  A  total  of  36.6  inches  of  snow  fell,  making  it  the  snowiest 
January  since  1945,  with  a  snow  cover  throughout  the  month.  Lake  Erie  froze  over 
completely.  The  precipitation  was  2.14  inches  above  normal.  Apparently  some  of 
the  half-hardy  birds  that  remained  with  us  throughout  the  exceedingly  warm  December 
stubbornly  persisted  in  staying  through  the  excessively  cold  and  snowy  January, 
inasmuch  as  somewhat  more  than  the  usual  number  of  these  species  we re  reported.  The 
irregular  visitors  from  farther  north  are  scarcer  than  in  most  other  years,  the  one 
exception  being  the  Gray  Shrike,  which  has  been  reported  more  commonly  during 
several  recent  winters  than  formerly. 


Common  Loon 
Horned  Grebe 


Pied-billed  Grebe 

Gadwall 

Pintail 

Ring -necked  Duck 
Lesser  Scaup 


Ruddy  Duck 
Hooded  Merganser 


Harold  Axtell 


NOTED: ORTH Y  RECORDS 


Jan. 

1 

1 

Niagara  Gorge 

Rosche 

tt 

5 

1 

Grand  Island 

Rew 

it 

1 

15 

Niagara  Gorge 

Rosche 

tt 

12 

2 

tt  tt 

Schaffner 

et  al 

tt 

13 

2 

tt  tt 

tt 

it 

tt 

1 

1 

tt  tt 

Rosche 

tt 

1-31 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cem. 

Brockner , 

Schaffner 

tt 

13 

1 

Horseshoe  Falls, Ont. 

Schaffner 

et  al 

tt 

13 

5 

Queenston,  Ont, 

tt 

tt 

tt 

12 

1 

Niagara  Gorge 

Schaffner 

et  al 

tt 

13 

1 

tt  tt 

tt 

tt 

tt 

6 

30 

Buffalo  Harbor 

Brockner 

it 

12 

1 

Niagara  Gorge 

Schaffner 

et  al 

tt 

13 

2 

tt  ■’  it 

tt 

tt 

tt 

29 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Bursewicz 

tt 

1 

1 

Niagara  Gorge 

Rosche 

tt 

12 

3 

tt  tt 

Schaffner 

et  al 

tt 

13 

3 

tt  tt 

tt 

tt 
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Goshawk 

Jan 

.  20 

1 

Jamestown 

Mealy,  Lenna,  Carlson 

Bald  Eagle 

tt 

5 

1 

Grand  Island 

Rew 

it 

13 

1 

Grand  Island 

Ulrichs 

Glaucous  Gull 

n 

1-15 

3 

Water  front, 

Andrles,  Gampp,  Hall 

Fuhrman  Blvd. 

tt 

12 

2 

Niagara  Gorge 

Schaffner  et  al 

M 

13 

1 

Queenston,  Ont. 

tt  tt 

tt 

20-30 

1 

Dunkirk  Harbor 

Stanley 

Iceland  Gull 

11 

5 

1 

TPrater  front 

Andrle,  Gampp 

11 

12 

1 

Niagara  Gorge 

Nathan,  Rice  rep.  Schaffner 

tt 

20 

1 

tt  tt 

Brockner 

It 

27 

1 

tt  tt 

Rosche  et  al 

Mourning  Dove 

11 

1 

2 

Ranscbm  Rd. ,  G.  I. 

Schaffner,  Nathan, Emersons 

tt 

1 

9 

Beaverdams,  Ont • 

Salisbury 

11 

5 

1 

Grand  Island 

Rew 

tl 

6 

2 

LaSalle  Ave.,  Bflo 

•  Schaffner,  Nathan 

11 

13 

2 

Porter 

Schaffner,  Rice 

It 

25-28 

1 

Creekside  Dr., 

Nia,  Falls 

Heilborn 

Barn  Owl 

11 

1 

3 

Grand  Island 

Schaffner  et  al 

tl 

12 

1 

tt  tt 

it  tt 

Snowy  Ov.rl 

tt 

25 

1 

Burroughs  Dr., Snyder  Vanderbles 

It 

28 

1 

Alfred 

Molins,  rep,  McMurtry 

Long -eared  Owl 

11 

1-27 

2 

Buckhorn  Is.St.Pk, 

Schaffner  et  al 

11 

5 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cem. 

Mitchell 

tt 

13 

1 

Youngstown  Cem. 

Schaffner  et  al 

11 

20 

2 

tt  tt 

it  tt 

Short-ear od  Owl 

tt 

1-27 

3 

Buckhorn  Is.St.Pk. 

Schaffner,  ^endling  et  al 

Flicker 

tt 

1 

1 

Whitehaven  Rd.,  G. 

I.  Schaffner, Emersons, 

Nathan 

tt 

1 

1 

Duffer in  Is., Ont. 

Rosche 

tt 

2 

l 

Thorn  thicket,  G.I 

it 

• 

rt 

5 

1 

Grand  Island 

Rew 

tt 

13 

2 

Queenston,  Ont. 

Schaffner  et  al 

Red-headed  Wdpkr. 

11 

1 

1 

Beaver  Is.St.Pk. 

Schaffner , Emersons, Nathan 

Tufted  Titmouse 

It 

30 

1 

Yorks  Corners 

McMurtry 

Winter  non 

tt 

5 

1 

Outlet,  Chaut.  Lake  Mealy 

it 

19 

1 

Jamestown 

Beal 

Golden-cr,  Kinglet 

It 

5 

t; 

East  Aurora 

Rosche 

Gray  Shrike 

it 

1 

1 

Lyndonville 

Smith 

It 

2 

1 

T"hitehaven  Rd.,  G. 

I,  Rosche 

tt 

5 

1 

Grand  Island 

Rew 

It 

6 

1 

it  ti 

Wendlings,  Webster 

it 

13 

2 

Mode It own 

Schaffner,  Rice 

tt 

20 

2 

Somerset 

Schaffner ,Braunberns, Nathan 

it 

20 

1 

liartland 

tt  it  ii 

tt 

20 

1 

Sheridan  Drive 

Wendlings,  Webster 

It 

20 

1 

Wehrle  Drive 

tt  tt 

tt 

20 

1 

Goodrich  Road 

tt  tt 

it 

27 

1 

Thorn  thicket, G.I. 

Schaffner,  Rosche 

tt 

27 

4 

Ontario  Plains 

Vanderbles  et  al 

it 

29 

5 

Pt .  Breeze,  Somerset  Schaffner 

E ,  Meadowlark 

it 

5 

1 

Grand  Island 

Rew 

it 

13 

17 

Wilson 

Schaffner,  Rice 

it 

19 

14 

Lyndonville 

Smith 

tl 

20 

1 

County  Line 

Schaffner ,Braunberns , Nathan 

tt 

20 

6 

Kuckville 

Beardslee 

tt 

27 

1 

Ontario  Plains 

Vanderbles  et  al 

Rcd-w.  Blackbird 

it 

1 

15 

B  eaver dams , Ont . 

Salisbury 

(11) 


■ 

•••'  V  “  . 

• 

v 

J” 

K 

'  i  :  ■ 

* 

.4. 

r 

V 

x :  '  ,  .  .  >■' 

i; 

,  '7J. 1  rn  ■  '  ■' 

-  -  •  t.*  :■-? 

•. ,  .  ’  -u  *■<  «iti 

!♦ 

M 

.  ■  , 

’ 

*i 

•’  'In  \  8 

. 

r 

: 

•y  ft?  ..  ‘ 

i .  [ 

**  *  ' 

_ 

'  . .  •  " 

»> 

:o 

-• 

,  : 

r? 

.  . 

..  ’  - 

X 

♦r 

••  '  ■ 

,  .•••..••  : 

p 

_ 

' 

,  .  iP-'l- 

.  ~  L,/  -v; 

~  f r , .or  r 

,  .  -4 

<% 

a  . 

f. 

•••■/  i  ,  .  f  : '  ’of 

■toXTt  T 

” 

i 

,  -  '•  X  •  -  ' ' 

X 

B  u"  *• 

••  -  )C  r*v' 

-  r  -  ’ 

♦ 

r  .  ♦  -  -  •  -t  v,'  .  ~v.  p 

1  '  .  -i :  ■  ;  V. 

» 

i*  ,'r 

m 

.  t 

1 

,  » "C  c  ."7  ;>  i  r. 

r 

j 

ff 

..  .. 

'  .  ► 

it 

r 

•’  -T  ,  ‘ 

4  4  •  •  • 

.  -  ; 

if 

.  k  - 

.  ' 

I 

•  * 

-i  '■  - 

, 

i» 

♦>  ; 

• 

.''V 

I  ■  " 

•  'r  - 

ii 

.  V.,iP  ' 

f  •  •  - f'  • 

• 

X1 

• 

>.  .  .■ ■ 

■  ifie-iO/ 

r,  '  ^  .  .  •••  1  X*  V 

r 

•i* 

H 

« 

, 

X 

»• 

if 

• 

- 

•  * 

< 

'  ,  '  ■  ■  . 

■  *  *; 

”i  -  j.  ■  ; 

. 

• 

X 

vf  .'o1'!  > 

■  •  '  «  ' 

J. 

j  * 

'  ••  T 

.  •  r 

• 

r 

i 

'  •  r  fjX  ' 

:  V 

■rfoeoH  .1 

r 

*i 

•'■’of: 

^  .  Is  ^  {  1 

* y 

"»  -  -  ..  'M  -  IK,V  ' 

»l  1 

r 

» 

t  .  .1;. 

V  '*•  ' 

0  J- 

V 

•  VI 

t 

ft 

If  tt 

r- r  •  :  .i  'i  /  . . 

. 

-  , .  "  ? j  *.  .  ,r.  •- 

ii  .? 

►v  :f 

l,  ■  ' 

■ 

.  :V  .i 

* 

- 

'  .  r'  -  •  -  '  -  > 

■it  • .  ,  .  •  . . 

■ 

>• 

r 

'  0  .  ’i- 

t 

■  *  mv  ■ 

.  ■ 

M 

•j  * ,  ^  ■  i  '  .  'J 

•> 

/  -l. 

.  I  7  i  .. 

•  i-T  0  . . 

•ir* 

it 

*  '  -i 

31 

r 

if 

7t’ 


>3 


x 


.-'i  • 


4A 


' 


r-  :  •;  )- 


. 


'  j.  •.■  'M  .  *tr-  •  •; 


i  "i  . 


r 


Crackle 

Jan 

.  1-7 

1 

n 

7 

1 

Cowbird 

it 

11 

1 

Pine  Siskin 

tt 

13 

12 

Goldfinch 

tt 

1 

7 

tt 

1 

1 

tt 

2 

1 

tt 

13 

3 

Oregon  Junco 

tt 

5 

1 

Chipping  Sparrow 

tt 

18-31 

1 

Swamp  Sparrow 

tt 

1 

8 

tt 

20 

1 

Lapland  Long spur 

tt 

12 

1 

tt 

13 

1 

Snow  Bunting 

tt 

2 

10 

tt 

29 

150 

E°.st  Aurora  (feeder)  Loersch  roDc,  Rosohe 
'A:i  1  1  i  ams  vi  lie  1  backyard)  Vendlings 
Hamburg  (feeder)  Bourne 

Leva -con  Mitchell  et  nl 

Beaver dams,  Ontc  Salisbury 

Brock  - s  Monument , Ont *  Rosohe 
Alden  Brcokner 

VRcj  son  Schuffner 

E.  Aurora  Disposal  Plant  Rosche 
Pt,  Colborne , Ont . (feeder)  Whites 
Beaver dams , Ont , 

T»v  i  1  s  on 

Ransom  Rd.,  G.I. 

n  it  it 

tells villo 
Alfred 


Salisbury 

Nat  hail,  Braurib  eras,  rep. 
Schaff'ner 

Schaffner, Nathan,  Rice 
Ulriohs 
I  cMurtry 

tt 


Also  seen  during  January:  Gr.  Blue  Heron.  B„-cr.  Night  Heron,  Mallard,  Black  Duck, 

Redhead,  Canvas-back.  Greater  Scaup,  Arer.  Golden-eye, 
Buffle-head,  Old-squaw,  Mhite-w*  Scoter,  Am.erc  Merganser,  Red-br.  Merganser,  Sharp- 
sh.  Hawk,  Coop  er*s  Hawk,  Red-tailed  Hawk^  Rough- log,  Hawk,  Sparrow  Hawk,  Pheasant, 
Gt.  Black-b.  Gull,  Herring  Gull,,  king-H.  Gull,  Bonaparte  :s  Gull-  Rock  Dove,  Great 
Horned  Owl,  Belted  Kingfisher,  Pileated  1  dpkr«.  Hairy  Woodpecker,  Downy  Woodpecker, 
Prairie  Horned  Lark,  Blue  Jay,  Crow,  Black-c.  Chickadee,  Vhite-br.  Nuthatch,  Brown 
Creeper,  Cedar  Maxwing,  Starling,  House  Sparrow,  Cardinal,  Slate-col.  Junco,  Tree 
Sparrow,  Song  Sparrow. 


Total  species  and  subspecies  observed  in  January:  77 


Addenda:  1956; 

Blue  Goose  Dec. 

Blackburnian  Warbler 

tt  tt 

Vesper  Sparrow  Dec. 


15,  16  1 

Buokhorn  Is.3t.Pk, 

Mobster  et  al 

Oct.  14  2 

Batavia 

Pixley 

"  14  1 

Bemus  Point 

Hiller 

17  1 

Font hi 11, Ont , 

Selby 

THE  NEM  YORK 

STATE  FOREST  PRESERVE 

What  is  this  forest  preserve,  often  referred  to  as  the  most  valuable  single 
possession  we  own?  It  is  the  aggregate  of  thousands  of  parcels  of  land  that  have 
come  into  the  possession  of  the  state,  partly  by  purchase  but  largely  by  failure  of 
owners,  after  exploitation  for  lumber  or  other  products,  to  pay  taxes.  All  are 
found  in  two  groups  of  counties,  known  as  the  Forest  Preserve  Counties,  bn  the 
Adirondack  and  Catskill  areas.  A  map  of  the  Adirondack  area  shows  something  of  an 
erratic  checkerboard  pattern,  in  which  the  greater  part  (over  60%)  that  lies  within 
the  "blue  line”  is  in  private  ownership.  This  "blue  line"  first  appeared  in  1890 
to  mark  the  area  within  which  it  was  proposed  the  state  should  seek  to  acquire  sub¬ 
stantially  all  of  the  land.  The  maps  call  this  line  a  park  boundary,  but  the  name 
hardly  fits. 


The  basic  concept  of  the  New  York  State  Forest  Preserve  was  that  under  owner¬ 
ship  of  the  state  the  forests  on  the  upper  watersheds  of  our  major  rivers  would  be 
protected  and  the  natural  water  resources  preserved  for  all  time.  In  1885,  partly 
as  a  result  of  pillaging  of  the  forests,  the  Forest  Preserve  was  established. 
Devastation  of  the  lands,  however,  continued  until  in  the  1894  Constitutional  Con¬ 
vention  tho  remarkable  "forever  wild"  concept  became  established  in  what  was  then 
Article  7,  Section  7,  of  the  state  constitution. 
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N.Y.S.  Forest  preserve  (conTt , ) 

Hundreds  of  efforts  to  weaken  this  protection  have  been  made*  Few  hove 
succeeded*  In  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  1938,  14  separate  resolutions  were 
offered  to  change  this  provision,  all  were  defeated^  some  58  organisations  opnosing 
them*  Referring  to  this,  Mr*  Fay  belch,  Chairman  of  the  Conservation  Education. 
Committee  of  the  N.Y.  State  Conservo.tion  Council,  says /’Is  it  a  minority  that  stands 
for  the  Forest  Preserve?  Indeed  not,  it  is  a  small  minority  group  that  recommends 
a  change.” 

Since  1938  Article  14,  Section  1,  has  included  these  words:  ”The  lands  of  the 
state,  now  owned  or  hereafter  acquired,  constituting  the  forest  preserve  as  now 
fixed  by  law,  shall  be  forever  kept  as  wild  forest  lands.  They  shall  not  be  leased, 
sold  or  exchanged,  or  be  taken  by  any  corporation,  public  or  private,  nor  shall  the 
timber  thereon  be  sold,  removed  or  destroyed.” 

The  Forest  Preserve  continues  to  fulfil  its  original  purp  ose  of  watershed 
protection*  It  also  serves  as  a  recreational  asset  beyond  price  or  estimate*  It 
is  sought  out  by  increasing  hundreds  of  thousands  of  persons  for  a  wide  variety  of 
recreational  purposes*  It  contains  nearly  2rj-  million  acres,  which  are  ’’forever 
reserved  and  maintained  for  the  free  use  of  all  the  people.”  The  scenic  beauty  of 
the  Adirondack  Park  is  guarded  by  special  restrictions  on  roadside  advertising*  Its 
trails,  campsites,  waterways,  high  peaks,  and  wilderness  areas,  all  hold  tremendous 
appeal  for  millions.  Former  president  Borden  Mills  of  the  Adirondack  Mountain 
Club,  in  concluding  an  article  in  ’’Bulletin  to  the  Schools,”  March,  1952,  said,  ”It 
is  to  be  fervently  hoped  that  every  boy  and  girl  in  the  state  wall  prize  the  wonder¬ 
ful  natural  heritage  we  have  in  our  Forest  Preserve  and  will  become  and  continue  to 
be  a  firm  advocate  of  its  continued  protection  from  exploitation,  either  by  commer¬ 
cial  interests  or  by  those  who  'would  like  to  see  it  so  invaded  by  the  refinements 
of  civilization  that  its  wild  forest  character  would  be  forever  lost”* 

As  always,  attempts  mil  be  made  this  year  to  weaken  Article  14,  Section  1*  A 
look  at  the  map  shows  that  private  land  is  available  for  all  recreational  and  other 
developments  proposed  for  the  Forest  Preserve,  New  highways  can  avoid  the  Preserve: 
ski  developments,  cabin  villages,  reservoirs,  and  other  projects  that  would  impair 
the  Preserve  and  its  ’’wildness”  can  find  room  elsewhere  * 

The  Forest  Preserve  is  ours.  If  we  do  not  fail  in  our  guardianship  coming 
generations  will  inherit  the  some  vast  playground  that  we  enjoy.  Some  groups  would 
modify  Article  14,  Section  1,  for  one  purpose,  some  for  another.  We  cannot  afford 
to  yield  to  any  of  these  demands,  nor  should  we  be  persuaded  that  such  Forest 
Preserve  areas  as  lie  outside  the  ’’blue  line”  have  less  value  on  that  account  and 
should  be  disp  osed  of  as  proposed  in  an  amendment  to  Article  14.  Our  Forest 
Preserve  is  a  superb  ex-ample  of  conservation  of  resources,  a  perpetual  protection  of 
waterways ,  a  constant  invitation  to  enjoyment.  If  changes  are  to  be  made,  they 
should  be  by  addition,  not  subtraction. 


Mabel  H.  James 


NIAGARA  RIVER  FIELD  TRIP _ January  13,  1957 

Despite  the  severe  cold  of  the  13th  of  January  1957,  seven  of  us  made  a  trip  on 
which  we  observed  46  species,  not  a  poor  list  considering  the  weather.  The  west 
branch  of  the  Niagara  River  was  jammed  with  p  an  and  pack  ice  from  Strawberry  Island 
north  to  the  gorge,  making  it  hard  to  find  any  numbers  of  ducks  except  in  the  more 
open  waters  south  of  Strawberry  Island.  A  strong  northeast  vrind,  which  r. ,pi^.ly 
shifted  to  the  northwest,  caused  the  snow  to  swirl  and  decreased  the  visibility. 
Later  in  the  morning  the  sky  cleared  partially,  and  the  sun  shone  occasionally. 
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Kin. gara  R iver  Field  Trip  ( c o n 1 1 . ) 

Interesting  features  of  the  day  were  the  rapid  formation  of  the  ice  bridge, 
which  forced  the  ducks  out  of  the  small  bay  and  towards  the  open  area  below  the 
Canadian  power  station,  and  the  artistic  pattern  formed  by  vapor  rising  from  Lake 
Ontario  and  meeting  the  clouds  as  far  as  the  eye  could  see  in  either  direction 
along  the  horizon. 

The  highlights  of  the  day  were  a  Ring -necked  Ruck  at  the  gorge,  a  Glaucous  Gull 
at  Oueenston,  and  a  flock  of  600  squabbling  Old  Squaws  just  north  of  O.ueonston,  We 
also  saw  at  least  a  thousand  Bonaparte:s  Gulls,  a  Kingfisher  at  Rufferin  Island, 
two  Flickers  at  Quecnstcn,  and  at  Mcdeltown  seven  Red-tailed  Hawks,  four  Rough- 
legged  Hawks,  and  two  Gray  Shrikes »  One  of  the  shrikes  made  a  strike  but  missed 
its  prey.  At  Youngstown  Cemetery  we  had  a  fine  vi ew  of  an  obliging  Long-eared  Owl 
sitting  near  the  trunk  of  a  large  cedar  tree,  A  flock  of  at  least  seventeen 
Meadowlarks  near  Wilson,  the  first  I  have  seen  since  last  November,  topped  off  a 
cold  sparkling  winter  day?s  birding. 


Art  Schaffner 


ONTARIO  PLAINS  FIELD  TRIP  _ _ January  27,  1957 

We  traveled  the  roads  closest  to  the  southern  shore  of  Lake  Ontario  from  Olcott 
Beach  to  Point  Breeze,  Finding  only  Golden-eyes,  American  Mergansers,  and  very  few 
land  birds,  we  decided  to  turn  south.  After  we  left  the  lake,  the  weather  and 
birding  improved  somewhat.  Numerous  Tree  Sparrows  and  Juncos  and  a  few  Hairy  and 
Downy  Woodpeckers  were  found  in  the  wooded  areas.  Further  on  several  Shrikes  were 
seen.  At  the  John  A,  White  game  farm  we  sighted  three  Rough-legged  Hawks.  One  of 
these  hawks  with  a  tawny  head  glided  back  and  forth  across  the  game  farm  -  always 
returning  to  the  same  place  behind  the  barn  where  it  would  rise  quite  rapidly  on  an 
updraft  of  air.  One  of  the  members  of  the  party  decided  to  shoot  the  bird.  We 
hope  the  shots  develop  into  a  good  movie  scene. 


Frederick  B.  Vanderbles 


PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 

Regular  meetings  are  at  8:00  P.M.  on  Wednesdays  in  the  Humboldt  Room  of  the 
Buffalo  Museum  of  Science, 

March  27  -  Plan  April  Bird  Count  -  Leader:  Richard  Rosche 
What  Bird  is  That?  Leader:  Kathryn  Praemassing 

April  10  -  Sparrows  -  Harold  Axtell 

April  24  -  Report  April  Bird  Count  -  Leader:  Richard  Rosche 

High  Lights  from  a  Bird  Banders  Records  -  Cyril  T.  Wolf ling  (pictures) 

May  8  -  Plan  May  Bird  Count  -  Leader:  Bernard  Nathan 
Warblers  -  Speaker:  Mrs.  E.C.  Ulrich 

May  22  -  Weather  &  Birds  -  Robert  Coggeshall  (A  repeat  by  Public  demand) 

June  12  -  Report  May  Bird  Count  -  Leader:  Bernard  Nathan 
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PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 


The  following  field  trips  ore  on  Sundays  unless  otherwise  mentioned. 

March  10  -  South  shore  of  Lake  Erie,  Dunkirk,  etc.  -  Leader:  James  Braunberns 

(FR.  2571)  or  B.  Nathan  (PA.  9069).  Meet  at  south  side  of  Buffalo  City 
Hall  7:30  A.M. 

March  24  -  Ontario  Plain  -  Leader:  Edward  Ulrich  (PA.  8896).  Meet  at  University 
Plaza  7:30  A.M. 

April  7  -  April  Bird  Count  -  Leader:  Richard  Rosche  (UN.  8859),  48  Dartmouth  Stc, 
Buffalo  15,  N.Y. 

April  13  to  June  8th  -  Saturday  Morning  Bird  Falks  in  Delaware  Pk.  and  Forest  Lawn 
Cemetery.  Meet  the  leader  at  Rumsey  Rd.  and  Finds or  Ave.  at  7  A.M. 

April  14  -  Sinks  &  Oak  Orchard  -  Leader:  Eernard  Nathan  (PA.  9069).  Meet  at 
University  Plaza  7:00  A.M. 

April  28  ^  South  shore  of  Lake  Erie  (Migration  of  hawks  and  small  birds).  Leader: 

Robert  Andrle  (FI.  2578).  Meet  at  south  side  of  Buffalo  City  Hall 
8:15  A.M.  (hatch  Daylight  Saving  Schedule.) 

May  5  -  Braddocks  Bay  -  Leader:  Arthur  Schaffner  (EL.  9666).  Meet  at  University 
Plaza  7  A.M. 

Saturday,  May  11  -  B.O.S.  Sanctuary  -  Grand  Island 

'"oekcnd  May  11-12  -  Pymatundng  Trip  -  Coordinator:  Fins ton  Brockner  (SU.  5896). 

May  19  -  May  Bird  Count  -  Leader:  Bernard  Nathan  (PA.  9069),  16  Flnspear  Ave., 
Buffalo  14,  N.Y. 

vroekend  May  24-26  -  Federation  of  New  York  State  Bird  Clubs  meeting  in  Schenectady, 

N.Y. 

May  26  -  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie  (Curlews).  Leaders:  Elizabeth  Faul  (PA.9365) 
and  Ellen  J.  Finds or  (AM.  3570)  Meet  at  Peace  Bridge  7:00  A.M. 

Saturday-  June  1  -  Breakfast  in  Delaware  Park  for  benefit  of  Sanctuary  Fund. 

Chairman:  Mrs.  F .F .  Brockner  (SU.  5896) 


NOTE 


The  final  chapter  of  a  delightful  memoir.  Over  My  Shoulder  by  Clarence  B. 
Randall,  is  about  bird-watching  and  photography  as  a  change-over  from  hunting  I  The 
book  is  fun  to  read,  an  appreciation  of  American  life  by  the  former  President  of 
Inland  Steel,  and  the  Chairman  of  a  committee  on  Foreign  Economic  Policy. 


R 


The  library  call  number  at  Buffalo  and  Erie  County  Public  Library  is  923.1  - 
152,  It  is  Little,  Brown  1956. 


Marion  North 


Please  mail  your  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  third  day  of  the  following 
month  to  Cyril  T.  Y’olfling,  Box  87,  Alden,  New  York. 

EDITOR:  Ray  McCann,  59  Anderson  Place,  Buffalo  22,  N.Y. 

TREASURER:  Ray  Kirsch,  159  Pleasant  Avenue,  Hamburg,  N.Y. 
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THE  MONTH 


/^^'^ehbunry  was  a  comparatively  pleasant  month,  with  the  average  temperature  6.1 
degrees  above  the  mean,  the  precipitation  about  one  inch  below  normal,  and  the 
ground  mostly  bare  throughout  the  month.  Four  exceptionally  warm  days,  the  22nd  to 
25th,  all  with  southerly  winds,  brought  the  largest  number  of  various  persons1 
"first  seens"  for  Robins,  Swans,  Canada  Geese,  and  Red-winged  Blackbirds.  The  water 
birds  have  supplied  the  best  birding  this  ’.‘inter,  though  actually  only  average  in 
quality  for  our  area.  All  four  kinds  of  the  pale-winged  gulls — including  Kumlien’s 
and  those  that  we  believe  may  be  Thayer rs — have  been  seen  occasionally  throughout 
the  winter.  Among  the  land  birds,  Gray  Shrikes  have  continued  to  be  somewhat  more 
than  ordinarily  common.  Except  for  a  few  observations  of  Pine  Siskins,  the  northern 
finches  and  grosbeaks  have  been  absent  and  Snow  Buntings  notably  infrequent.  The 
Three-toed  P.'oodpecker  incursion  of  the  late  fall  did  not  develop  further  and,  in  our 
area  at  least,  petered  out.  It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  the  Cardinal  population 
seems  to  have  survived  in  practically  full  strength  the  exceptionally  severe  cold 
and  snow  of  January.  Of  special  interest  in  this  month* s  records  is  a  Red-bellied 
hoodnecker  in  a  new  location. 


Harold  H.  Axtell 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


*  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  year 


♦".hist  ling  Swan 

Feb. 

22 

2 

Outlet,  Chaut .  Lake 

Mealy,  Parker 

tt 

23 

3 

tt  tt  tt 

tt  tt 

♦Canada  Goose 

tt 

24 

2 

Celoron,  Chaut.  Lake 

Elderkin 

Pintail 

tt 

6 

5 

Grand  Is. 

Coggeshall 

Redhead 

tt 

24 

30 

Celoron,  Chaut.  Lake 

Elderkin 

Lesser  Scaup 

tt 

10 

1 

Grand  Is. 

Brockners 

Bald  Eagle 

it 

2 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.  St.  Pk. 

Andrles,  Gampps 

tt 

3 

2 

Navy  Is.,  Ont • 

tt  tt 

tt 

24 

2 

Mohaisrk  Pt . ,  Ont  • 

Andrles,  Thill 

♦Marsh  Hawk 

tt 

24 

1 

Brant 

Brockners 

tt 

24 

1 

Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt. 

Andrles,  Thill 

tt 

25 

1 

Sturgeon  Pt. 

Schaffner,  Brownstein 

♦Ruffed  Grouse 

tt 

3 

2 

Beaver  Meadow  Refuge 

(16) 

Mitchell  et  al 
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Iceland  Gull  Feb 

.  3 

2 

Fort  Erie,  Cnt. 

Andrles,  Gampps 

t! 

n 

6 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Coggeshall 

*Kumlienf s  Gull 

3 

1 

tt  tt 

Andrles,  Gampps 

M 

3 

1 

Fort  Erie,0nt. 

tt  tt 

ft 

6 

1 

N i aga r a  Fal Is,  Ont , 

Coggeshall 

Mourning  Dove  all 

mo  . 

1 

Crceksido  Dr.,  N.  Fa 

11s  Hoilborn 

tt 

8 

1 

Abino  Bay, Ont. 

K.  McCann,  C,  Renfrew 

tt 

9 

1 

Jamestown 

Mealy 

*Screech  Owl  " 

17 

1 

Findley  Lake 

Cooper,  rep.  Hiller 

Snowy  Owl  M 

25 

1 

Fuhrman  Blvd.,Bflo. 

Schaffner ,Brownstein 

Long-eared  Owl  n 

7 

1 

Long  Beach, Ont. 

Schaffner,Brovmstein 

it 

17 

5 

Young stovn  Cem. 

Andrles, Gampps 

tt 

22 

7 

it  tt 

Webster  et  al 

Short -eared  Owl  ” 

23 

3 

Model  City 

Andrles 

*Red-bollied  Vdpkr,  ” 

22 

1 

Somerset 

Andrle, Thill, Gamble 

Vinter  7 ren  M 

1-28 

1 

Outlet ,Chaut •  Lake 

Mealy 

*Robin  n 

24 

1 

Go  vanda 

Schaffner  et  al 

tt 

25,26 

1 

S.  Lake  St.,  Hamburg 

Bourne 

Gray  Shrike  " 

2 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.St.Pk. 

Andrles 

tt 

3 

1 

Oak  Orchard  Swamp 

Brockners 

tt 

6 

1 

Grand  Is. 

Coggeshall 

tt 

10 

1 

Buckhorn  Is.St.Pk. 

Schaffner 

tt 

22 

1 

Gasport-Olcott 

Webster  et  al 

tt 

23 

1 

Model  City 

Andrles 

tt 

24 

1 

Steamburg 

Schaffner  et  al 

tt 

24 

1 

Dayt  on 

tt  tt 

tt 

25 

1 

Evangola  St.Pk. 

Schaffner ,Brownstein 

Red-w.  Blackbird  ” 

1-28 

1 

Andover  (feeder) 

Common  rep.  McMurtry 

it 

25 

2 

Jamestovn 

Mealy 

tt 

25 

33 

Jerusalem  Corners 

Schaffner , Brownstein 

Snorr  Bunting  ” 

22 

175 

Boston 

Bourne 

Erratum i  King 

Eider  Dec.  16 

2 

Niagara  Gorge 

Schaffner  et  al-  should 

read 

King  Eider 

”  16 

1 

tt  tt 

it  tt 

tt 

tt 

"  16 

1 

Navy  Is., Ont • 

it  tt 

Species  and  subspecies 

previ  ously 

recorded 

80  (revised) 

Additional  species  and 

subspecies 

recorded  in  February 

8 

TOTAL 

88 

Addenda : 

Mockingbird 

Sept 

.  22/56 

1 

Dec ew  Falls, Ont . 

Salisburys 

Goshawk 

Nov. 

28,  *  56 

1 

Jamestown 

Beal 

*Eirg  Eider 

Jan. 

20,  T  57 

12 

Mouth  of  Niagara 

River , Ont .  Br ockner  s 

*Surf  Scoter 

Jan. 

13,  r 57 

2 

Niagara  Gorge 

Schaffner  et  al 

*Coot 

Jan, 

12,  *57 

1 

tt  tt 

Schaff ner , Nathan, Ric e 

Coot 

Jan. 

13,  1 57 

2 

Huntley  Station 

Mitchell,  P.  Greene 

JAMES  SAVAGE 

On  February  seventh  vre  lost  our  esteemed  Honorary  President,  James  Savage,  in 
his  eighty-eighth  year.  He  vra s  born  in  Buffalo,  February  28,  1869,  and  attended 
the  Buffalo  schools,  whore  he  was  a  pupil  of  Prof.  Charles  Linden,  who  taught 
natural  science  subjects  in  the  Central  High  School  and  who  inspired  some  of  his 
students  to  follow  ornithology  as  a  hobby.  Then  one  of  Prof.  Linden rs  students. 

Dr,  William  K.  Bergtold,  published  his  Birds  of  Buffalo  and  Vicinity  in  1889,  young 
James  Savage  was  cited  as  authority  for  some  of  the  important  bird  records.  He 
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Inter  attended  the  University  of  Michigan  and  worked  at  surveying  some  of  the  rail¬ 
road  and  intcrurban  trolley  lines  in  this  area. 

In  those  early  days  there  wore  no  Peterson* s  Bird  Guides  nor  were  similar  aids 
to  sight  identification  available,  so  that  records  of  uncommon  or  rare  species  were 
made  as  a  result  of  the  taking  of  actual  specimens.  Many  of  the  early  records  of 
birds  of  this  area  were  due  to  James  Savage *s  field  work,  and  many  of  his  records 
are  mentioned  in  Elon  Howard  EatonTs  Birds  of  New  York  published  in  1910,  In  fact 
Eaton  relied  to  a  great  extent  on  James  Savage  as  his  authority  for  the  status  of 
birds  of  this  area.  For  many  years,  he  had  been  the  beloved  dean  of  the  ornitholo¬ 
gists  of  the  Niagara  Frontier  region. 


Mr.  Savage  was  always  very  modest  in  referring  to  his  early  activities,  but  it 
was  my  privilege  to  spend  considerable  time  with  him  ^nd  to  learn  from  him  some  of 
the  events  which  transpired  during  his  early  life.  I  recall  that  he  mentioned 
collecting  the  first  local  specimen  of  Stilt  Sandpiper  on  Sea jaquada  Creek,  and 
other  shore  birds  at  TifPt  Street  and  at  Stony  Point  (where  the  Bethlehem  Steel 
Company* s  Lackawanna  Pla.nt  is  now  located).  Near  Stony  Point  ho  once  located  a  nest 
of  a  Great  Horned  Owl  at  the  top  of  a  large  stub,  too  great  in  diameter  to  use 
climbers,  and  not  very  near  any  othor  tree.  This  did  not  daunt  him,  however,  as  he 
selected  a  tall  tree  not  too  far  distant  which  was  thin  enough  to  be  climbed.  He 
was  able  to  throw  a  ropo  around  the  top  of  the  stub  and  secure  it  sufficiently  so 
when  he  climbed  the  tall  tree  to  the  height  of  the  stub,  he  could  work  his  way 
across  on  the  rape.  Thus  he  was  able  to  get  his  picture  and  a  set  of  owl*s  eggs  for 
his  collection.  Many  of  his  sp  ecimens  eventually  wore  deposited  in  the  Buffalo 
Museum  of  Science,  which  was  thon  in  the  Library  building  on  Lafayette  Square.  He 
also  purchased  a  bird  skin  collection  from  Howrard  D.  Flint  and  presented  it  to  the 
Museum.  Recently  Mr.  Savage  decided  to  give  his  entire  ornithological  library  to 
the  Museum,  a  most  valuable  donation. 


James  Savage  was  an  active  member  of  the  Buffalo  Naturalists  Field  Club  and 
participated  in  many  of  their  field  trips,  often  by  railroad  to  such  places  as 
Springville,  West  Falls,  East  Aurora  and  Elba.  He  was  interested  not  only  in 
ornithology  but  also  in  mammology,  and  he  obtained  the  first  Western  New  York 
specimen  of  the  Pygmy  Short-tailed  Shrew. 


He  was  an  expert  marksman,  and  an  active  trap  and  skeet  shooter.  He  was  fond 
of  Woodcock  and  grouse  shooting  and  especially  enjoyed  duck  hunting,  and  for  many 
years,  in  fact  even  last  year,  he  went  to  Long  Point  during  the  fall  for  his 
favorite  sport. 


Mr.  Savage  was  a.  member  of  the  Buffalo  Society  of  Natural  Sciences,  which 
administers  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science.  He  had  been  on  the  Board  of  Managers 
since  1895  .and  had  served  as  Recording  Secretary,  Corresponding  Secretary  and 
Second  Vice-President.  Later  he  became  First  Vice-President  which  position  he  held 
to  the  time  of  his  death.  His  article,  ’’The  V.histling  Swan  on  the  Niagara  River”, 
was  published  in  Volume  9  of  the  Society *s  Scientific  Bulletin.  He  was  always 
vitally  interested  in  the  ornithological  activities  of  the  Museum,  which  he  endorsed 
in  his  will.  His  wise  counsel  was  often  sought  by  his  associates  and  he  will  be 


sorely  missed. 

He  joined  the  American  Ornithologist  * s  Uni  ^n  in  1895,  was  elected  a  full  member 
in  1934  and  served  on  the  Council  at  one  time.  Later  he  became  a  life  member.  A 
number  of  his  articles  have  appeared  in  the  Scrciety*s  journal  The  Auk.  Ho  was  chair 
man  of  the  local  committee  when  it  held  its  Annual  Meeting  in  Buffalo  during  the 
fall  of  1949.  Ho  attended  many  of  the  Annual  Meetings  of  the  A.  0.  U.,  and  he  took 
a  very  fine  series  of  motion  pictures  at  these  meetings,  showing  many  cf  the  members 
long  since  departed.  At  a  number  of  the  early  meetings,  his  motion  pictures  were 
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James  Savage  (con't.) 

the  only  ones  taken  of  the  group  and  they  are  now  of  unusual  historical  value. 

He  was  a  Life  Member  of  the  Wilson  Ornithological  Club,  which  he  joined  in 

1939. 

When  the  Audubon  Society  of  Buffalo  was  formed  in  1910,  James  Savage  was  one 
of  the  Charter  Members.  He  helped  to  provide  for  the  Society *s  Beaver  Meadow 
Refuge  in  Java,  New  York,  and  he  served  as  Honorary  President  for  many  years.  He 
was  also  a  member  of  long  standing  in  the  National  Audubon  Society  and  in  the  Izaak 
Halt on  League  of  America,  through  both  of  which  he  aided  in  many  conservation 
activities • 

He  was  a  charter  member  of  our  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society,  founded  on 
November  13,  1929,  and  his  records  have  often  appeared  in  the  Society^  journal 
The  Prothonotary .  vhile  he  had  always  declined  to  hold  office,  he  was  always  very 
willing  to  aid  on  many  projects,  and  contributed  generously  to  the  Society’s  Bird 
Refuge  on  Grand  Island.  Mr.  Savage  kept  yearly  lists  of  his  bird  observations  for 
many  years,  nnd  it  was  not  until  his  marvelous  sight  began  to  fail  that  he  ceased 
recording  his  bird  observations. 

Besides  his  many  natural  science  activities,  Mr.  Savage  was  a  very  successful 
business  man*  He  founded,  tv e  Buffalo  Crushed  Stone  Company  in  1904,  was  one  of 
its  officers  throughout  his  adult  life,  and  was  Chairman  of  the  Board  at  the  time 
cf  his  death.  He  also  served  as  Secretary-Treasurer  of  the  National  Crushed  Stone 
Association  for  the  past  twenty-five  years.  He  served  as  a  Director  of  the 
Automobile  Club  of  Buffalo  in  1939-41  and  a  Director  of  the  Buffalo  Athletic  Club 
in  1936-38. 

He  was  also  active  in  the  Episcopal  Church  and  received  the  BishcpTs  Medal  for 
Sixty  years  of  leadership  in  St.  Thomas  Church,  during  fifty  of  which  he  served  as 
senior  warden. 

Recollections  of  the  early  days  of  our  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society,  when  all 
of  us  were  younger,  bring  back  memories  of  traversing  Oak  Orchard  Swamp  and  climbing 
the  tallest  trees  to  observe  heronfs,  hawk*s,  or  owl’s  nests.  James  Savage  made 
a  host  of  friends  who  will  remember  his  cheery  smile  and  friendly  counsel. 

Harold  D.  Mitchell 


GRAND  ISLAND  FIELD  TRIP  -  February  10,  1957 

The  trip  around  Grand  Island  on  February  10  was  ple.aso.nt  with  mild  temperatures 
and  mostly  sunny  skies.  There  were  many  ducks  on  the  river.  Canvas-backs,  Golden¬ 
eyes,  American  and  Red-breasted  Mergansers,  Scaups,  Black  Ducks,  Mallards,  Buffle- 
heads  and  Pintails.  We  were  di s appointed  -at  not  finding  the  Barn  Owl  but  did  flush 
four  Short -eared  Owls.  We  visited  the  B.O.S.  Sanctuary  o.nd  found  one  friendly  male 
Downy.  We  also  saw  five  Red-tailed  Hawks,  two  Gray  Shrikes,  several  Blue  Jays, 
two  Prairie  Horned  Larks,  a  Sparrow  Hawk,  several  Tree  Sparrows,  a  Chickadee,  o.nd 
sevcre.1  Pheaso.nts.  Nine  birders  participated. 


Harriet  Klabunde 


B.O.S .  MEMBERSHIP  DUES 

The  Society  has  voted  at  a  regular  meeting  to  raise  the  membership  dues  to 
$2.50,  The  subscription  price  of  The  Prothonotary  is  still  $1.00. 
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PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 


The  following  meetings  are  at  8:00  P.M.  on  Wednesdays  in  the  Humboldt  Room  of 
the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  unless  otherwise  stated. 

May  8  -  Plan  May  Bird  Count  -  Loader:  Bernard  Nathan 

Warblers  -  Sp  ealcer:  Mrs.  L.C.  Ulrich 

May  22  -  Weather  &  Birds  -  Robert  Coggeshall  (A  rep  eat  by  Public  demand) .  Report 
on  the  Legal  and  Financial  Status  of  the  B.O.S.  Sanctuary  -  Axel  Heilborn 
June  12  -  Report  May  Bird  Count  -  Bernard  Nathan.  Our  Canadian  Prothonotary 

Warbler  -  Discussion  led  by  M.L.  Emerson.  Pictures  by  Harold  Mitchell. 
June  26  -  Picnic  Meeting  -  Rose  Garden  Delaware  Pk.  6:30  P.M.  Bring  your  supper. 
(Last  meeting  until  Sept,  ll)  Report  of  Breeding  Bird  Count  - 
Bernard  Nathan. 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 


The  following  field  trips  o.re  on  Sundays  unless  otherwise  stated. 

Lay  5  -  Braddocks  Bay  -  Leader:  Arthur  Schaffner  (EL.  9666).  Meet  at  University 

Plaza  7  A.M. 

Saturday,  May  11  -  Afternoon  trip  ,  B.O.S.  Sanctuary  -  Grand  Island  -  Leader: 

Edward  Ulrich  (PA.  8896).  Meet  at  Sanctuary  -  Love  Rd*.  about  1  mi.  west 
of  Baseline  Rd.  1:30  P.M. 

"eckend.  May  11-12  -  Pymatuning  Trip  -  Coordinator:  Winston  Brockner  (SU.  5896). 

May  19  -  May  Bird  Count  -  Leader:  Eernard  Nathan  (PA.  9069),  16  W'inspear  Ave., 
Buffalo  14,  N.Y. 

Weekend  May  24-26  -  Federation  of  New  York  State  Bird  Clubs  meeting  in 
Schenectady,  N.Y. 

May  26  -  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie  (Curlews)  -  Leaders:  Elizabeth  Faul  (PA.  9365) 
and  Ellen  J.  Windsor  (AM.  3570).  Meet  at  Peace  Bridge  7  A.M. 

Saturday,  June  1  -  Breakfast  in  Delaware  Park  for  benefit  of  Sanctuary  Fund, 
Chairman:  Mrs.  1.  .V; .  Brockner  (SU.  5896). 

June  2  -  Taylor  Hollow  and  vicinity  -  Leaders:  Mr.  &  Mrs.  10. H.  McShane  (EM.  2162), 
Meet  south  side  of  Buffalo  City  Hall  8  A.M.  or  Riefler  Buick  Garage  at 
Main  and  Lake  Sts.,  Hamburg  8:30  A.M.  (M.L.  Emerson  LI.  0067) 

June  9  -  Breeding  Bird  Count  -  Canadian  area  west  of  St.  Catherines.  Leader: 
Bernard  Nathan,  (PA.  9069).  Meet  at  Peace  Bridge  7  A.M. 

June  23  -  Gull  Island  Trip  arranged  by  Audubon  Society  -  Leader:  Harold  Mitchell  - 
Meet  at  Busti  and  Vermont  St.  entrr.nce  to  Peace  Bridge  7:30  A.M.  or 
8:30  at  Pt .  Maitland  dock.  If  weather  is  inclement,  trip  will  be  on 
Sunday,  June  30. 

Saturday,  July  20  -  Picnic  at  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alfred  Wander. 

********  Canadian  shore  cf  Lake  Erie  (Leader  and  date  to  be  announced). 


August 


Picnic  at  the  home  of  Mr 


and  Mrs.  Wm.  C.  Vaughan  (date  to  be  announced) 


April  thru  June  8  -  So.turday  walks  in  Delaware  Pk. 

7  A.M.  at  Rumsejr  Rd.  and  Windsor  Ave. 
Leaders  -  Ap  ril  13  -  Winston  Brockner  May 

20  -  Robert  Andrle 
27  -  Bernard  Nathan 
June  1  -  Bernard  Nathan 

June  8  -  Art  Schaffner 


and  Cemetery.  Meet 

4  -  Arthur  Schaffner 
11  -  Gertrude  Webster 
18  -  Harold  Mitchell 
25  -  Heather  Thorpe 


leader 


at 


Please  mail  your  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  third  day  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  month  to  Cyril  T.  Wolfling,  Box  87,  Alden,  N.Y. 

EDITOR:  Ray  McCann,  59  /aider son  Place,  Buffalo  22,  N.Y. 

TREASURER:  Ray  Kirsch,  159  Pleasant  Ave.,  Hamburg,  N.Y. 
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THE  MOUTH 

March  was  milder  than  usual,  with  a  half-inch  less  precipitation  than  normal „ 
Temp  eratures  were  near  the  mean  except  during  the  four  days  from  the  12th  to  15th, 
which  were  15,  16,  26,  and  15  degrees  above  normal,  respectively.  The  14th  with  its 
high  of  75  was  the  warmest  day  ever  recorded  so  early  in  the  year.  Swans  were 
reported  in  the  largest  numbers  and  from  the  most  localities  on  the  17th,  The  four 
unusually  warm  days,  all  with  southerly  winds  and  without  rain,  apparently  brought 
thousands  of  geese  from  the  South,  so  that  by  mid-  March  there  were  many  more  at  the 
Oak  Orchard  wet  areas  than  in  most  seasons  at  this  early  date.  Low  water  in  the 
sinks  east  of  Buffalo  resulted  in  somewhat  fewer  ducks  than  usual  in  both  variety  and 
number,  but  a  Europ  ean  Widgeon  stayed  until  it  was  seen  by  most  of  our  active  field 
observers,  A  Harlequin  Duck  was  first  discovered  above  the  Canadian  Falls  by  a 
party  from  Hamilton,  Onto,  led  by  George  North,  There  was  comparatively  little 
noticeable  migration  during  the  latter  half  of  the  month  in  spite  of  slightly  better 
than  normal  weather  conditions  in  our  area.  The  Chipping  Sparrow  at  Dr,  G.B.  White* s 
feeding  station  in  Port  Colborne,  Ont , ,  wintered  successfully. 


Harold  H,  Axtell 
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Chipping  Sparrow  Mar.  10  1  Pt .  Colbourne,Ont .  Schaffner  5™hites, 

Walsh 

*Wh . -th .Sparrow  ”5  1  Outlet  Chaut .  Lake  Mealy 

Swamp  Sparrow  ”  14  1  "ellsville  McHurtry 

Snow  Bunting  ”  9  25  Holland  Bart  Wright 

Species  and  subspecies  previously  recorded  88 

Additional  species  and  subspecies  recorded  in  this  issue  26 

Total  to  date-  ---------  114 

Addenda: 

♦Turkey  Feb,  21  26  Allegany  F.aton 

♦Saw-whet  Owl  ”7  1  Wai  nfleet,Ont.  Schaffner 


WINTER  r~REN 

Mention  of  the  Winter  Wrens  immediately  brings,  to  the  mind,  the  tangled  and 
matted  debris  and  growth  of  the  forest  floor  of  the  northern  woods. 

Here,  in  the  coolness  and  d°mpness  and  away  from  bright  sunlight,  these  small 
creatures  feed,  live  and  nest  among  the  small  arches,  recesses,  tunnels  and  bridges 
so  conviently  built  for  their  use  by  the  growth  and  decay  of  the  forest.  These 
terrestrial  habits  lead  the  bird,  in  migration,  into  many  unusual  places.  I  have 
seen  them  in  city  shrubbery  and  gardens,  among  discarded  tin  cans  in  a  gully  of  an 
eroded  hillside  pasture  and  in  the  present  case  inside  a  ga,rage  within  the  city 
limits  • 

About  the  tenth  of  April,  as  I  opened  the  garage  door  in  the  middle  of  the  day, 
the  ’"ren  flew  from  window  to  window  in  an  escape  effort.  The  now  -wide-open  door 
did  not  seem  the  p  rop  er  kind  of  exit  for  a  member  of  the  hren  clan.  A  space  be¬ 
tween  the  bottom  of  the  door  and  the  drive  offered  a  better  choice,  except  that  an 
insufficient  clearance  si^n  had  not  been  placed  th^re.  This  gave  me  an  opportunity 
to  handle  a  Flint  or  Y.rren. 


As  I  took  the  bird  in  hand,  it  uttered  one  short  squeek  and  immediately  be¬ 
came  flacid  and  lay  quietly  in  my  open  hand,  without  any  perceptible  heartbeat  or 
trembling.  I  took  it  out  of  doors.  In  response  to  gentle  stroking  on  the  back, 
the  mite,  keeping  the  left  eye  partly  op  en  and  the  right  one  closed,  snuggled  more 
closely  into  my  palm. 

Would  a  counter  caress  bring  a  different  reaction?  A  stroking  of  the  chin 
cruscd  a  raising  of  the  bill  and  neck,  the  right  eye  still  closed.  Stroking  the 
breasted  roused  the  bird  to  its  feet,  both  eyes  partly  opened.  Under  continued 
stroking,  the  bird  rose '  on  its  toes  and  extended  its  breast  and  with  apparent 
rel5„of  and  "in-gratitude"  defecated  on  my  hand.  After  that  the  bird  opened  both 
eyes  to  their  fullest,  blinked,  and  took  on  a  look  of  alertness. 

During  all  of  this  time,  I  made  no  attempt  to  retain  the  bird.  My  palm  was 
open  and  facing  upward.  I  moved  my  arm  up  and  down  several  times  to  make  it 
leave.  Did  it  fly  to  my  neighbors  evergreens?  No,  it  again  entered  the  garage  and 
hid  on  a  shelf  among  cans  of  nails  and  screws  and  some  old  cord,  disdaining  my 
attemp  ts  at  flushing.  A  change  in  tactics  and  an  approach  from  the  other  end, 
eighteen  inches  away ,  brought  about  a  rout,  and  with  a  reversal  of  habit,  the  Wren 
flew  out  of  the  garage  door,  across  an  intervening  yard  and  onto  the  property  with 
the  evergreens,  where  I  wanted  him  to  go  at  the  start. 

Mr.  Forbush  in"Birds  of  Massachusetts  and  other  Now  England  States'1  mentions 
of  records  where  ’’inter  Y.'rons  have  died  after  accidentally  entering  buildings.  Two 
days  after  my  experience,  inston  and  Sylvia  Brockner  found  a  dead  Yf inter  Uren  in 
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Printer  Efrem.  ( c  on T  t  • ) 

thoir  back  yard  in  another  part  of  the  city.  How  many  more  die  unnoticed? 

The  1". inter  1  ran,  Troglodytes  troglodytes,  one  of  the  smallest  of  North 
American  birds,  has  the  vie or  (listen  for  his  song)  that  takes  him  to  nesting 
sites  in.  Canadian  zone  across  the  continent  from  Alberta  to  Newfoundland  and 
south  into  the  Alleghenies  of  South  Carolina.  In  migration,  he  covers  the  ‘in¬ 
tervening  areas  into  the  deep  south  to  Louisiana  and  southern  Florida.  His  two 
yearly  broods  contain  clutches  of  four  to  ten  eggs.  These  characteristicsgive  much 
assurance  that  his  race  shall  survive. 

Long  may  the  Winter  vfren  live  and  during  his  migrations  may  he  bring  to  urban 
bound  man  that  sense  of  coolness,  tranquility  and  peace  found  only  in  northern 
-roods  • 

Ed  Ulrich 


NOTES  FROM  YiELLSVILLE,  NEM  YORK 

On  March  26  I  made  an  interesting  observation  of  a  Pileated  Woodpecker  between 
Wellsville  and  Scio.  It  was  flying  not  far  from  and  parallel  to  the  road,  and  I 
stopped  the  car  to  watch.  It  landed  on  the  tip  of  a  small  maple  -  perhaps  35  feet 
tall.  The  lar^e  bird  on  the  tiny  twig  looked  odd.  Then  the  bird  put  its  head  down 
as  if  drinking,  and  then  raised  its  head.  It  repeated  this  procedure  several  times 
while  I  watched.  Next  it  flow  to  the  tip  of  another  similar  tree,  repeated  the  same 
actions,  and  finally  flew  away •  Could  the  bird  have  been  drinking  sap?  I  have 
never  heard  of  such  behaviour,  but  it  certainly  looked  that  way. 

Ducks  were  slow  to  come  to  our  area  -  considering  that  all  waters  were  open  a 
month  earlier  that  in  1956.  On  March  31  wo  saw  100  ducks  on  North  Cuba  Marsh  and 
75  ducks  and  24  swans  on  North  Cuba  Lake, 

Today,  I  found  an  entirely  different  floclc  -  only  2  swans,  about  20  Canvas-backs, 
and  no  widgeons,  teals  or  Pintails.  However  there  were  a  few  Redheads  on  the  Lake. 

One  certainly  earns  the  waterfowl  records  in  Allegany  County  -  60  miles  for  one  new 
species  2 


Edna  Me  blurt  ry 
April  2,  1957 


ONTARIO  PLAIN  FIELD  TRIP 


MARCH  24,  1957 


On  March  24th,  29  people  in  ten  cars  left  the  University  Plaza  at  7:35  A.M.  to 
be  joined  later  by  the  Lchrors  at  the  intersection  of  routes  225  and  104  and  finally 
at  Staffords  Pond  by  the  Brockners  to  increase  the  number  of  observers  to  33.  Our 
route  took  us  directly  north  from  the  canal  through  Hofftnan,  back  to  Shawnee  Road 
(225)  at  Cambria  Center  and  to  Neu  Road.  The  weather  wa s  chill  but  sunny. 


The  trip 
observed  during 
pair  at  a  nest • 
several  members 


from  Hoffman  end  along  Neu  Road  produced  the  majority  of  the  hawks 
the  day;  two  Rough-legged  and  several  Red-tailed  hawks  including  a 
From  Neu  Road  we  hastened  on  to  the  Youngstown  Cemetery  where 
added  the  Saw- whet  Owl  to  their  life  lists.  In  a  tree  a  few  feet 


away  a  Lon'— eared  Owl  obligingly  posed  on  a  bare  limb  for  all  to  examine. 


Unfortunately  the  trip  along  Lake  Ontario  did  not  produce  enough  bird  interest 
to  compensate  for  the  discomfort  of  the  bone  chilling  wind,  which  greeted  us  at 
every  stop.  The  Bluebird  at  the  turn  north  of  Pendelton  cheered  us  on  again.  Other¬ 
wise’  the  dozen  stops  from  Mil son  to  Point  Breeze  netted  us  only  a  few  species  in 
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smll  numbers  -nothing  outstanding;  Golden-eye,  Red-breasted  Ho:  rp.nsors a  T 
or  two  and  throe  or  four  Black  Ducks.  0±f  Lyndonvi lie  vra xar  works  1  ho.v, 


Canada  Geese.  r.hilc  we  had  our  lunch'/0 scanned  the  cold  blue 
for  anything  of  interest.  The  flocks  of  geese,  which  are  usually  soon  fly. 
between  the  lake  and  Oak  Orchard,  wore  entirely  missing* 


I1.- 


suriacc  or 


O’.T 


•  r. 

a  a 


The  pond  had  a  disappointing  number  of  geese.  ITor  did  others  arrive  whale  we 
vre  re  there.  At  one  time,  about  a  thousand  rose  over  the  big  marsh,  as  if  they  Jrd 
been  disturbed  but  quickly  settled  down  again.  Vie  have  often  noticed  that  r.:i  clear 
days  there  is  much  less  air  activity  among  the  geese.  Even  at  2:30  the  temperature 
was  dropping  rapidly  and  the  wind  rose  to  whip  the  icy  air  around  our  oars  c 

By  3  P.M. ,  wo  had  reached  Wolcott svi lie  sinks.  Here  the  number  of  geese  was 
low  until  vre  turned  onto  the  narrow  Ditch  road.  Far  back  in  the  fields  behind  the 
first  three  or  four  houses  there  were  large  numbers  of  geese.  Pintails  and  gulls* 
Here  a  Snow  Goose  remained  on  the  ground  long  enough  for  most  observers  to  see  him. 
He  then  took  wing,  as  if  to  say;  "if  you  arc  looking  at  me,  take  notice  when  I 
stretch  out  my  big  white  wings  with  their  black  tips"  and  flew  away  out  of  range  of 
vision.  Here  also  in  the  first  field,  Winston  discovered  a  Wilson* s  Snipe  and  two 
Pectoral  Sandpipers,  the  only  shorebirds  of  the  day. 

To  make  the  trip  complete,  we  returned  by  way  of  the  Clarence  Sinks.  At  the 
Steiner  Road  ponds >  there  wore  a  few  Whistling  Swans,  a  few  Canada  Geese,  some 
Mallards,  Black  Ducks,  Pintails  and  several  American  ’"idgeons.  The  diving  ducks 
v/cre  represented  by  Redheads,  Ring -necked  Ducks,  Canvas-backs,  and  American  Golden¬ 
eyes.  A  Green-winged  Teal  was  added  at  the  Nice  Road  pond.  Now  at  5  F.M.,  chilled 
to  the  bone  with  the  very  sharp  wind,  the  hardy  all-daycrs  got  into  their  cars  and 
took  off  to  a  warm  home  and  food. 

The  total  list  for  the  day  was  50  species,  a  satisfactory  count  for  a  100  mile, 
9  hour  trip.  This  was  one  of  the  best  trips  I  have  experienced  with  so  largo  a 
group.  The  cooperation  was  splendid. 


Alice  E.  Ulrich 


PROGRiil  -  MEETINGS 

The  followin'*  meetings  are  at  8:00  P.M.  on  Wednesdays  in  the  Humboldt  Room  cf  the 
Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  unless  otherwise  stated. 

Kay  22  -  Sanctuary  Report  -  Axel  Heilborn.  '..eather  and  Birds  -  Robert  Coggeshall 

June  12  -  Report  May  Bird  Count  -  Bernard  Nathan.  Our  Canadian  Prothonotary 

Warbler  -  Discussion  led  by  M.L.  Emerson.  Pictures  -  Harold  Mitchell 

June  26  -  Picnic  Meeting  -  Rose  Garden  Delaware  Park.  6:30  PM.  Bring  your  supper. 
Report  of  Breeding  Bird  Count  -  Bernard  Nathan. 

Sopt.  11  —  Summer  Experiences.  Forster *s  Tern  and  Common  Tern  -  jirthur  Schaffncr 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 


The  following  field  trips  are  on  Sundays  unless  otherwise  stated. 


’  eekend  May  24-26  -  Federation  of  New  York  State  Bird  Clubs  meeting  in 

Schenectady ,  N. Y . 


May  26  -  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Lric  (Curlews) 

and  Ellen  J.  "indscr  (AM.  3570). 

(26) 


Leaders:  Elizabeth  Faul  (PA.  9365) 
Meet  at  Pea.ce  Bridge  7  A.M. 
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Field  Trips  (conH,) 


Saturday  June  1  -  Breakfast  in  Delaware  Park  for  benefit  of  Sanctuary  Fund, 

Chairman:  7  r  s  •  .  .  Broclaier  (SU.  5896)  0  Come  and  bring  your 

friends;  $1.00  per  breakfast*  For  reservations  call 
Mrs*  Brockner  before  May  29* 

June  2  -  Taylor  Hollow  and  vicinity  -  Leaders:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  T7.H.  Me Shane  (EM.  2162). 

Meet  at  south  side  of  Buffalo  City  Hall  8  A.M*  or  at  Riefler 
Buick  Garage  at  Main  and  Lake  Sts.,  Hamburg  8:30  A.M.  (M.L. 

Emerson  LI.  0067)* 

Juno  9  -  Breeding  Bird  Count  -  Canadian  area  west  of  St.  Catharines.  Leader: 

Bernard  Nathan  (PA,  9069).  Meet  at  Peace  Bridge  7  A.M. 

June  23  -  Gull  Island  Trip  arranged  by  Audubon  Society  -  Leader:  Harold  Mitchell. 

Meet  at  Busti  &  Vermont  St.  entrance  to  Peace  Bridge  7:30  A.M, 
or  8:30  at  Port  Maitland  dock.  If  weather  is  inclement,  trip  will 
be  held  on  Sunday  30th. 

Saturday,  July  20  -  Picnic  at  the  home  of  Mr.  &  Mrs.  AlfredWander  Hillardshire  Rd., 

Orchard  Park  for  the  benefit  of  the  Sanctuary  Fund. 

2  P.M.  -  Field  Trip 

5  P.M.  -  Supper,  $1.50  per  person.  For  reservations  call 
Eugenia  Pr a amassing  (AT.  1618)  not  later  than  July  17th 


Au T u s t  4  -  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie  -  Leader  to  be  announced. 

Saturday,  August  17  -  Picnic  at  the  home  of  Mr.  &  Mrs.  k'.C.  Vaughan,  Church  St., 
Sept.  8*-  Shore  Bird  Count  -  Leader:  Arthur  Schaffner  (Youngstown,  N.Y. 


Please  mail  your  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  third  day  of  the  follow¬ 
in':  month  to  Cyril  T.  ’'olflin~.  Box  87,  Alden,  N.Y. 

EDITOR:  Hay  McCann,  59  Anderson  Place,  Buffalo  22,  N.Y. 

TREASURER :  Ray  Kirsch,  159  Pleasant  nve . ,  Hamburg,  N.Y.  (27) 
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TEE  MONTH 


The  first  two  weeks  of  April  were  mostly  cold  and  snow;  the  last  two  weeks 
were  unseasonably  warm,  setting  several  new  heat  records.  The  average  temperature 
for  the  month  was  5  degrees  above  normal,  but  for  the  last  13  days  it  was  16  degrees 
above.  Precipitation,  2.31  inches  above  the  mean,  was  the  second  greatest  for  April, 
snowfall  was  the  fourth  greatest.  Bird  migration  was  mostly  consistent  with  the 
weather  pattern.  On  April  14th  the  migration  was  more  than  two  weeks  late.  Most 
of  the  active  observers  in  the  latitude  of  Buffalo  had  yet  to  see  their  first 
Savannah,  Vesper,  Field,  raid  Swamp  Sparrows;  Ploebes,  Flickers,  and  Tree  Swallows 
were  less  common  than  at  the  end  of  March  in  an  average  vear.  There  were  few  or  no 
reports  of  most  of  these  species  emcept  along  the  southern  border  of  our  territory. 

By  April  19th,  however,  all  of  these  birds  had  suddenly  become  common  or  abundant. 

As  tho  unseasonably  hot  weather  which  started  on  the  17th  continued,  birds  began  to 
appear  between  one  and  two  weeks  in  advance  of  their  average  arrival  dates  and  in 
some  cases  near  the  earliest  dates  on  record.  The  Bewick*  s  Trcn  is  a  new  species 
for  our  area,  though  not  a  very  surprising  one,  inasmuch  as  records  of  it  elsewhere 
north  of  its  former  northern  range  limits  have  been  increasing  in  recent  years. 

Harold  H.  Axtcll 
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THE  VERIFYING  ACCOUNT  IN  ORNITHOLOGY 

Being  the  thoughts  of  one  who  was  for  twenty-one  consecutive  years  one  of  the 
two  censors  of  records  for  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society;  who  after  a  rest  of 
six  years  finds  himself  back  in  the  same  office,  after  the  adoption  by  the  Society 
of  a  new  concept  in  the  submission  of  significant  records. 

Historically,  I  think  it  would  bo  true  to  say  that  up  until  the  turn  of  the 
century  the  sight  record,  as  we  use  the  term  today,  was  accorded  little  attention 
and  no  respect.  Unquestionably  the  ornithologists  of  those  days  had  good  reasons, 
and  we  can  assume  that  these  were: 

1.  very  few  "observers”  wore  equip  ped  with  binoculars,  even  of  inferior 
quality.  Since  the  unaided  ovo  is  not  capable  of  forming  accurate  impressions 
of  small  objects  at  distances  at  which  birds  may  ordinarily  be  approached, 
this  was  a  very  serious  weakness. 

2*  Almost  all  men  had  guns,  and  there  v/crc  few  laws  limiting  their  use. 
Most  identifications  were  therefore  mado  by  examination  of  freshly  killed 
specimens. 

3.  The  few  bird  books  of  the  time  were  poorly  illustrated,  and  the  word 
descriptions  wore  based  upon  the  assumption  that  the  bird  was  in  the  hand* 

Such  phrases  as  ” second  primary  shorter  than  first”  and  ”tarsus  longer  than 
hind  toe”  filled  the  ‘'Description”  section,  and  one  looked  in  vain  for  ’’Field 
Marks” * 

There  were  a  few  observers  who  studied  birds  without  guns  back  in  tho  nine¬ 
teenth  century;  I  came  uncomfortably  close  to  being  one  myself.  But  considor  tho 
changes  which  have  come  to  field  observation  since  1900.  The  number  of  bird 
watchers  has  grown  amazingly;  superb  books,  designed  to  help  tho  amateur,  arc  avail¬ 
able;  automobiles  and  good  roads  have  greatly  enlarged  the  scopo  of  an  individual fs 
birding;  and  bird  clubs  welcome  the  beginner  rath  helpful  programs,  both  in-door 
and  out-of-door* 

Today  there  are  two  schools  of  thought  in  respect  to  the  sight  record*  Ono 
school,  which  includes,  I  think,  most  professional  ornithologists,  still  clings  to 
tho  old  belief  that  sight  records  aro  of  no  value*  Tho  other  school  is  the  one  which 
I  wish  to  discuss* 

Axtoll  has  recently  written  four  most  significant  papers:  What  Consti¬ 
tutes  Adoquatc  Verification?  (Prothonotary,  April,  1954).  Can  a  Sight  Record 
be  Scientific?  (Prothonotary,  Feb.,  1955).  An  Analysis  of  the  Reasons  for 
Writing  Detailed  Verifying  Accounts  of  Unusual  Sight  Records,  (Prothonotary, 
March,  1955).  How  to  Write  Verifying  Accounts'  of  Unusual  Sight  Records 
(Prothonotary,  April,  1955). 

Wrapped  up  in  all  these  papers,  and  part  and  parcel  of  the  program  of  tho 
Buffalo  Ornithological  Society,  is  the  serious  belief  that  SIGHT  RECORDS  CAN  BE  OF 
a&J,  VALUE.  It  is  of  importance  that  ornithologists  who  study  Axtell*s  papers  should 
•appreciate  that  he  is  suggesting  only  that  all  observers  should  make  certain  that 
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their  records  are  of  scientific  value.  If  the  study  of  birds  is  worth  anything, 
it  must  be  worth  that.  I  use  the  term  "scientific” ,  That  is  a  word  used  by  other 
people  and  other  units.  We  should  recognize  that  if  we  are  going  to  be  scientific 
we  mutt  meet  at  least  the  minimum  requirements  of  the  term  as  it  is  used  by  others 
who  are  scientific. 

If  a  really  valid  sight  record  is  to  carry  conviction,  it  certainly  must  have 
a  tag  of  some  sort  attached  to  it.  I  remember  a  visit  I  made  many  years  ago  to  a 
meeting  of  a  long-established  bird  club.  A  portion  of  the  meeting  was  given  over 
to  reports  of  recent  obsorvo.tions,  and  one  member  rose  to  tell  of  a  trip  she  and  a 
friend  had  taken  about  ton  days  earlier.  The  date  of  the  outing  must  have  been 
about  April  20,  yet  among  the  birds  these  two  observers  xigtg  sure  they  saw  were 
Red-eyed  Vireo  and  Wood  Pcwee.  No  comment  was  made  by  any  other  member  during  the 
meeting.  Later  I  asked  their  foremost  authority  whether  records  of  such  obvious 
invalidity  did  not  have  to  face  censorship;  he  replied  with  much  embarrasisment  that 
they  had  never  adopted  a  p  rogram  of  censorship  and  feared  to  initiate  one.  Must 
we  not  agree  that  a  good  record  from  that  bird  club,  surrounded  by  obviously  bad 
records  which  carry  the  same  stamp  of  acceptance,  must  unfortunately  be  considered 
to  be  worthless?  Yes,  it  lacks  a  tag  of  some  kind  to  sot  it  apart  from  invalid 
records. 

The  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  has  given  a  great  deal  of  attention  to  this 
important  subject  cf  a  tag*  At  our  first  meeting  on  November  13,  1929  it  was 
decided  to  keep  "scientific  records”,  and  to  elect  two  "statisticians”,  of  officer 
status,  whose  duties  would  include  the  absolute  power  of  censorship.  Thus  it  might 
be  said  that  every  observation  which  found  its  way  (and  many  did  not)  into  our 
permanent  records  carried  a  tag  saying,  -f^This  record  was  submitted  by  a  person 
whose  qualifications  arc  well  known  to  us.  We  have  examined  the  record  in  all 
phases,  and  we  feel  certain  of  its  validity”. 

So  far  as  we  know,  we  were  as  careful  as  any  bird  club  in  existence  in  our 
examination  of  member  records.  Our  files  contain  many  reams  of  correspondence  with 
our  out-of-town  observers,  and  I  think  the  acceptance  of  wery  significant  record 
was  based  upon  either  such  correspondence  or  upon  oral  examination  of  the  observer 
by  both  statisticians.  This  represented  our  policy  throughout  the  first  twenty 
years  of  the  society *s  existence,  when  Harold  Mitchell  and  I  were  statisticians. 
When  we  finally  resigned,  we  were  requested  to  name  one  of  us  to  continue  for 
another  year  in  order  to  "break  in”  another  incumbent.  Thus  the  twenty-first  year 
saw  Harold  Axtell  and  myself  acting  as  statisticians,  and  we  followed  the  policy 
outlined  above.  For  the  next  six  years  Axtell  and  Nathan  were  statisticians.  It 
was  during  this  period  that  Axtell  began  to  formulate  his  theory  of  written  verifi¬ 
cations  for  all  significant  records. 

Why  the  necessity  for  a  change?  It  is  not  a  reflection  on  the  care  which  we 
have  taken  in  the  past;  briefly,  it  is  that  in  the  future  a  written  record  should  be 
available  for  any  student  to  examine,  no  matter  how  remote  that  future  may  be. 

Lot  me  cite  an  example  of  one  kind  of  tag.  I  quote  two  passages  from  Bergtold’s 
"Birds  of  Buffalo  and  Vicinity” : 

1,  "The  names  of  no  species  have  been  admitted  when  the  least  shade  of 
doubt  existed  as  to  the  authenticity  of  their  occurrence.  In  order  to  be 
authentic  a  bird  must  either  have  been  taken  and  identified  by  competent 
persons,  or  if  scon  alivo  and  not  taken,  must  have  been  of  such  easy  recogni¬ 
tion  as  to  exclude  the  slightest  uncertainty  regarding  its  determination.” 

(from  the  introduction) 

2.  "Parus  carolinensis ,  R.  42,  C.  47.  Carolina  Chickadee.  Rare, 
Straggler, “Lancaster,  N.Y.  -  R.P.  Van  Du gee.”  (one  of  species  listed.) 
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Here  is  a  record  with  a  tag.  The  tag  states,  in  effect,  ’’This  record  has  been 
carefully  examined  by  W.H.  Bergtold,  and  carries  his  stamp  of  unqualified  approval” 
Up  until  our  present  program,  v:as  inaugurated,  our  own  tag  might  similarly  bo  taken 
to  indicate,”  This  record  has  been  carefully  examined  by  (insert  no.mes  of 
statisticians),  and  carries  their  stamp  of  unqualified  approval*”  Just  what  will 
that  mean  when  our  record,  like  Bergtold fs,  is  seventy  years  old?  In  many  cases  it 
will  be  capable  of  substantiation  by  the  correspondence  upon  which  its  acceptance 
was  based,  but  in  those  instances  where  the  examination  was  oral,  the  researcher  of 
the  future  will  be  forced  to  guess  that  equal  care  was  taken,-  and  no  good 
scientist  will  be  satisfied  to  guess* 


J 


Axtell Ts  conclusion  is,  let^  furnish  written  verifications  for  all  unusual 
records,  and  letTs  set  standards  for  such  write-ups  which  shall  satisfy  cur  desire 
for  certainty*  Then  our  ideal  tag  will  contain  such  incontrovertible  evidence,  for 
researcher  after  researcher  to  examine  in  detail,  that  it  will  be  as  convincing  as 
a  tag  attached  to  the  leg  of  a  specimen  I 

Here  is  a  new  concept,  and  I  think  it  may  be  the  beginning  of  a  new  era  in 
field  observing*  As  such  it  should  command  the  attention  of  all  groups  of  amateur 
bird  students.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  a  good  many  eyes  have  already  turned  in 
admiration  toward  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  and  its  program. 

Our  program  is  not  easy*  It  requires  a  modest  contribution  of  time  and  effort 
to  write  up  a  careful  and  complete  verifying  description  of  all  phases  of  an  ob¬ 
servation*  It  is  true  that  we  have  lightened  the  burden  by  spelling  out,  in  our 
D.ate  Quide,  those  dates  which  will  be  considered  by  the  statisticians  as  net  re¬ 
quiring  a  write-up.  But  several  times  per  year  an  active  observer  will  find  him¬ 
self  faced  with  the  requirement  that  he  furnish  written  substantiation  for  a  record* 
lie  may  feci  at  first  that  the  task  is  a  burden,  and  recall  that  formerly  it  was  not 
required;  but  further  thought  brings  to  him  the  realization  that  he  was  fortunate 
enough  to  make  a  very  important  observation,  and  that  his  written  account  of  it,  if 
conscientiously  made,  will  insure  its  validity  and  its  recognition  for  all  time. 

It  then  becomes  a  real  satisfaction  to  write  it,  submit  it,  and  note  its  acceptance, 

A  serious  program  of  this  nature  may  well  be  too  great  a  challenge  for  some 
bird  clubs.  But  careful  study  will,  I  think,  convince  anyone  that  in  this  direction 
lies  success  for  amateur  ornithology.  After  all,  is  it  not  worth  while  to  place 
observation  of  living  birds  on  a  higher  plane,  -  a  scientific  plane,  -  on  a  plane 
where  the  efforts  of  bird  observers  are  circumscribed  by  universal  standards  of 
excellence? 


Clark  S.  Beardslee 


REPORT 

APRIL  BIRD  COURT  -  APRIL  7,  1957 

I  *  Weather 

The  weather  conditions  on  April  7,  1957  were  no  departure  from  those  all 
observers  experienced  during  the  previous  week,  or  in  fact,  the  week  after.  The 
sky  was  generally  overcast  all  day  throughout  the  area.  The  temperature  ranged 
from  27  degrees  F.  at  7:00  A.M.  in  Jamestown  to  42  degrees  F.  at  3:00  P.M.  in 
tho  Niagara  Region;  toward  evening  the  temperature  dropped  to  one  or  two 
degrees  below  freezing  throughout  the-  area.  Winds  were  generally  W  to  W-SW, 
15-25  mph.  with  gusts  up  to  35  mph.  in  the  morning  hours.  Wind  speed  reduced  as 
the  day  progressed.  75%  of  the  central  and  southern  section  was  covered  with 

2  to  4  inches  of  snow.  Roads  wero  slippery  and  packed  with  snow  in  the  early 
morning.  Much  snow  melted  in  tho  central  area  during  the  day.  Snow  squalls 
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were  scattered  throughout  the  area  in  the  afternoon  with  the  southern  tier 
counties  having  a  continuous  snowfall  from  about  12:30  P.M.  on.  Bare  spots  in. 
valley  floors,  along  roads  and  streams,  and  on  the  edges  of  ponds  accounted 
for  unusually  large  concentrations  of  lend  birds  in  the  central  and  southern 
counties , 

II ,  Coverage 

120  observers  in  approximately  30  parties  covered  twenty-five  of  the 
twenty-eight  sectional  divisions.  Areas  #12,  #17,  and  #19  were  not  covered. 
Approximately  2,250  miles  were  covered  by  car,  65  miles  on  foot,  (Mileage 
computed  on  the  basis  of  number  of  miles  per  each  separate  group  -  not  per  car 
or  per  person). 


Ill,  General  Summary  and  Comparisons. 


A.  Waterfowl .  Grebes:  the  lowest  count  in  six  years  for  both  the  Horned  and 
Fied-billed,  Swans:  much  below  average.  Geese:  about  average.  Ducks: 
Mallard,  Black,  Gadwall,  Green-winged  Teal,  Blue-winged  Teal,  Ring-necked, 
Goldeneye  and  Buffi chead  about  average;  Pintail,  American  Widgeon,  Shoveler, 
Wood  Duck,  Redhead,  Canvasback,  Greater  Scaup,  Lesser  Scaup  and  Hooded 
Merganser  below  average.  Highest  count  in  15  years:  Old  squaw  (previous  high 
in  1951,  1129),  Ruddy  Duck  (previous  high  in  1952,  232),  Common  Merganser 
(previous  high  in  195C,  1497),  Red-breasted  Merganser  (previous  high  in  1954, 
3924).  American  Scoter  reported  only  three  times  previous  (l  bird  in  1949, 
1951,  and  1953). 

B.  Miscellaneous .  Gre^t  Blue  Heron,  lowest  count  in  9  years;  Cooper’s  Hawk, 
all  time  high  (previous  high  in  1954,  9);  Rough-legged  Hawk,  highest  count  in 
7  years;  Sparrow  Hawk,  above  average;  American  Coot,  much  below  average, 
lowest  count  since  1947;  Bonaparte’s  Gull,  highest  count  in  11  years  (previous 
high  in  1945,  11,000);  Rock  Dove,  all  time  high;  Long-eared  Owl,  all  time  high 
(p  revious  high  in  1950,  2);  Blue  Jay,  all  time  high  (previous  high  in  1951, 
86);  Tufted  Titmouse,  all  time  high  (previous  high  in  1954,  12);  Robin,  all 
time  high  (previous  high  in  1953,  3754);  Northern  Shrike,  all  time  high 
(previous  high  in  1954,  4);  Purple  Grackle,  all  time  high  (previous  high  in 
1955,  4,260);  Slate-colored  Junco,  all  time  high  (previous  high  in  1953,  1364); 
White-crowned  Sparrow,  reported  only  twice  before  in  1946  and  1952;  Fox 

Sp  arrow,  all  time  high  (previous  high  in  1946,  19);  Song  Sparrow,  slightly 
lower  than  average. 

IV.  Territories  and  Observers 

The  following  territories  are  those  defined  by  the  map  “Sectional 
Divisions  of  Territory  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society”  which  was  dis¬ 
tributed  with  The  Prothonotary  in  May  1956.  The  list  give’s-  the  number  of  eaoh 
territory  and  the  name  of  a  place  in  the  territory.  Underlined  names  represent 
the  compilers  for  each  division. 

1.  Font hill,  Ont.  -  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  Klabunde,  Mr.  Bert  Lowe 

2.  Thorold,  Ont.  -  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.R.  McCann,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.V.  Tulinoff 

3.  Wilson  -  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Harold  H.  Axtoll 

4.  Middleport  -  Hr.  and  Mrs.  Winston  W,  Brockner 

5.  Oalc  Orchard  -  Mr.  Fred  T.  Ho.,11 

6.  Port  Maitland,  Ont.  -  Mr.  Art  Schaffner,  Miss  Mary  Louise  Emerson,  Mr.  John 

Filor,  Mr.  Bernard  Nathan 

7.  Lowbanks,  Ont.  -  Mr.  Bernard  Nathan,  Miss  Mary  Louise  Emerson,  Mr.  John  Filor, 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  G.B.  White,  Mr.  Art  Schaffner 

8.  Fort  Erie,  Ont.  -  Miss  Jennie  3.  Graham,  Miss  Ellon  J.  Windsor,  Miss  Elizabeth 

Faui,  Miss  MargaretC .  Loos 
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9.  Grand  Island  -  Mr,  Clark  5.  Doardslee,  Mrs.  D.N.  Beardsloe,  Miss  Heather 

Thorpe,  Mr.  Arthur  Clark,  Mr.  Gregory  Lewandowski 

10.  Akron  -  Mr.  Harold  D.  Mitchell,  Mr.  Anthony  Kuayna 

11.  Buffalo  -  Miss  Mario  Wcndling ,  Miss  Margaret  Wendling,  Miss  Lena  Turner, 

MissGertrudo  G,  Webster,  Mrs.  Mark  J.  Samuels 

12.  Lancaster  -  not  covered 

13.  Batavia  -  Mrs.  O.L.  Pixley,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Max  Mason,  Mr.  and  Mrs .  Russell 

Annabel ,  Hr.  George  Maharrey,  Mr.  George  Dockland. 

14.  Hamburg  -  Mrs,  James  A.  Creighton,  Mrs.  Leroy  C.  Melberg,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles 

IV.  Avery,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  II.  McShane,  Mrs.  John  Bacon  and 
twenty  members  cf  the  Hamburg  Bird  Course 

15.  Java  -  Mr.  Richard  Byron,  Mr.  James  II.  Gregory 

16.  Angola  -  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edward  C.  Ullrich,  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Edward  Cummiskey 

17.  Cattara.ugus  -  not  covered 

18.  Delevan  -  Mr,  Richard  C.  Rosche,  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Robert  L.  Knoble,  Miss  M.  Edna 

Blowers 

19.  Fillmore  -  not  covered 

20.  Dunkirk  -  Miss  Teresa  Schober,  Miss  Frances  Schcber,  Miss  Virginia  Meierhoffer, 

Dr.  Willard  Stanley 

21.  Cherry  Creek  -  Mr.  Clarence  Beal,  Miss  Carl  Belkna.p,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  0.  Gilbert 

Burgeson,  Miss  May  Chitwood,  Miss  Ruth  Ahrens,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Theodore  Elderkin,  Miss  Annabel le  Hiller,  Mr.  William  Mealy 

22.  Sherman  -  Mr.  Robert  E.  Rowland,  Fir.  David  Rowland,  Mr.  Gilbert  Randell, 

Mr.  Peter  Robinson,  Mrs.  Margaret  Anderson 

23.  Frcwsburg  -  Mr.  Claude  Parker,  Mr.  Philip  Lenna,  Mrs.  Mabel  Lawson,  Mr. 

Jonathan  Lawson,  Mr.  James  Knott,  Mr.  Ronald  Carlson,  Mrs.  Dexter 
Goodman 

24.  Allegany  State  Park  -  Miss  Elma  Bowen,  Miss  Frances  Rathbun 

25.  Allegany  -  Dr.  Stephen  W.  Eaton,  Mr.  Frederick  C.  Meyer,  Miss  Charlotte  Hartman 

Mr.  Benivenito  Anicette 

26.  Cuba  Reservoir  -  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  L.  Knoblo,  Miss  M.  Edna  Blowers,  Mr. 

Richard  C,  Rosche 

27.  Bolivar  -  Mr.  and  Mrs  .  Walter  IvIcMurtry,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ted  McClure,  Mr.  Faul 

Davie,  Mrs.  Florence  Maddren,  Mrs.  Carl  Burdick,  Mrs.  Paul  Darling, 
Mrs.  Carlton  Baker,  Dr.  Gordon  Ogden 

28.  Alfred  -  same  as  area  27 


V.  Species  Recorded 

Common  names  are  taken  from  the  new  fifth  edition  of  the  American 
Ornithologists*  Union  checklist.  Figures  in  p  rrenthesis  indicate  territories 
where  the  particular  species  was  seen.  *  indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 


Common  Loon 

34 

Horned  Grebe 

50 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

29 

Great  Blue  Heron 

46 

Black-cr.  Right  Heron 

10 

0) 

♦American  Bittern 

2 

(1,9) 

♦Mute  Swan 

1 

(22) 

Whistling  Swan 

27 

Canada  Goose 

16,863 

Llalla  rd 

320 

Black  Duck 

242 

Gadwali 

3 

(15,2 

Pintail 

649 

G r c  cn-winged  Teal 

25 

Blue-winged  Teal 

51 

American  Widgeon 

230 

Shovcler 
Wood  Duck 
Redhead 

Ring-necked  Duck 
Canvasback 
Greater  Scaup 
Lesser  Scaup 
Common  Goldeneye 
Buff lehead 
Old squaw 

White-winged  Scoter 
Common  Scoter 
Ruddy  Duck 
Hooded  Merganser 
Common  Merganser 


10  (9,13,20) 
16 
84 
315 
390 
1,120 
795 
1285 
225 
6,024 

52  (3,4,27) 

3  (4,14) 

579 

66 

7,894 


Red-breasted  Merganser  10,103 
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Turkey  Vulture 

6 

♦Purple  Martin 

2 

(7,22) 

Sharps shinned  Hawk 

8 

(4,14,23) 

Blue  Jay 

180 

Cooper  *  s  Hawk 

10 

Common  Crow 

1,727 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

56 

Elack-c.  Chickadee 

199 

Re d-shouldercd  Hawk 

12 

Tufted  Titmouse 

15 

(20,22,27) 

Rough-legacd  Havrk 

7 

(3,7,9) 

licit e-br.  Nuthatch 

38 

Bald  Eagle 

2 

(7,21) 

♦Acd-br.  Nuthatch 

1 

(12) 

Marsh  Hawk 

35 

Brown  Creeper 

30 

Osprey 

2 

(23,27) 

V. 'inter  YTren 

4 

Sparrow  Ilawk 

110 

Carolina  V.'ren 

1 

(7) 

Ruffed  Grouse 

6 

Robin 

3,844 

Ring -necked  Pheasant 

78 

Eastern  Bluebird 

40 

Turkey 

5 

(25) 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

52 

American  Coot 

88 

♦Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

1 

(14) 

Killdeer 

221 

Y'ater  Pipit 

28 

YYoodcock 

8 

(11,13) 

Northern  Shrike 

5 

(1,10,22) 

Common  Snipe 

31 

Loggerhead  Shrike 

8 

Greater  Yellow-leas 

5 

(10,21,23) 

Starling 

16,476 

♦Lesser  Yellow-legs 

4 

(10,23) 

House  Sparrow 

2,025 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

16 

(12,23) 

East  ern  Meadcwl ark 

446 

Glaucous  Gull 

2 

(3,9) 

Redw.  Blackbird 

10,456 

Iceland  Gull 

2 

(9) 

Rusty  Blackbird 

217 

Groat  r.lack-b.  Gull 

5 

(7) 

Purple  Grackle 

4,345 

Herring  Gull 

4,741 

Lrown-h.  Ccwbird 

1,180 

Ring-billed  Gull 

10,671 

Cardinal 

54 

Bonaparte fs  Gull 

5,339 

Turpi e  Finch 

50 

Rock  Do vo 

2,586 

American  Goldfinch 

56 

Mourning  Dove 

220 

♦Rufcus-s.  Towhee 

2 

(16,21) 

Great  Horned  Owl 

2 

(1) 

Savannah  Sparrow 

3 

(24,27) 

Long-oared  Owl 

8 

(3,9) 

Vesper  Sparrow 

1 

(7) 

Belted  Kingfisher 

43 

Slate-colcrod  Junco 

1,722 

Yell  or.'-  s  h  .  Flicker 

21 

Tree  Sparrow 

308 

Plicated  V.'ocdpecker 

4 

(21,22,23) 

Chipping  Sparrow 

4 

(7,20,22) 

♦Y ellow-b •  Sap sucker 

1 

(10) 

♦Field  Sparrow 

16 

(13) 

Hairy  Hocdpeckcr 

30 

*Hhite-cr .  Sparrow 

1 

Downy  Y'ccdpockcr 

72 

Fox  Sparrow 

19 

Eastern  Phoebe 

43 

Swamp  Sp  arrow 

5 

(7,14,25) 

Horned  Lark 

187 

Song  Sparrow 

1,057 

Tree  Swallow 

21 

109  species 
116,851  indivi dua 1 s 

Richard  C.  Roscho,  Leader 

r*  ' 


liar  on  Gampp  (associate) 
26  Kontrcso  Avo, 

Buffalo  14,  Hew  York 


HEY:  D*0.S*  MEMBERS 

Richard  Froitag  (associate) 
1394  Kensington  Avenue 
Buffalo  15,  New  York 


Mrs*  Mar on  Gampp  (associate) 

23  Montrose  Ave* 

Buffalo  14,  How  York 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

NOTE  MIRRORS 

virrors  on  Iona  handles  for  inspection  of  bird  nests  are  available  at  $2.00  ea. 
Call  Robert  Andrle."  Those  mirrors  were  made  by  Fred  Hazelton. 
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1956  BRANT  RECORDS 


Thomas  T7.  Barry  of  Cornell  writes  us  in  a  letter  dated  May  3,  1957: 

’’Roman  T.  Biolat,  418  Park  Ave.,  Dunkirk,  N.Y.  took  four  brant,  three  of  which 
were  banded,  and  one  of  these  vdth  a  yellow  neck-band.  These  birds  were  shot 
October  23  in  Dunkirk  Harbor.  Mr.  Bielat  says:  ’’Brant  are  rarely  seen  or  shot  here, 
although  the  first  two  weeks  of  the  season  we  hove  observed  about  80  to  100  of  the 
birds  a  couple  of  miles  off  shore.” 

” October  24,  Richard  Kern,  51  Tenney  St.,  Dunkirk,  shot  a  brant  with  a  yellow 
neck-band  and  a  leg-band.  There  were  seven  other  brant  with  the  one  he  shot;  three 
of  those  were  neck-banded*  (Mr.  Kern  also  reports  40  Blue  Geese  Hov.  9  at  Dunkirk.) 

’’Frank  II.  Kuhn,  132  Lake  Shore  Drive  M,  Dunkirk,  said  he  saw  -  on  a  day 
previous  to  Oct.  23  -  a  flock  of  15  and  a  flock  of  18  brant.  Mr.  Kuhn  says:  ”Up 
to  seven  or  eight  years  ago  no  brant  were  seen  in  the  Dunkirk  area.  Since  then  I 
have  seen  from  3  to  12  flocks  a  year.  One  flock  was  seen  as  late  as  June  10  in  the 
spring  migration.  I  have  lived  in  the  same  place  for  30  years  "where  I  can  look  the 
entire  harbor  area  over.” 

”1  have  checked  through  the  Prothonotary  issued  for  1956.  Brant  were  not  listed 

You  may  wish  to  add  this  species  to  your  list. .  Incidentally,  the  G.O.S.  saw 

1850  brant  on  the  lake  shore  west  of  Rochester  about  October  21.  Some  hunters  shot 
six  brant  in  ’’late  October”  west  of  Oak  Orchard  Beach*  All  brant  were  flying  east 
along  the  shore.” 


PROGRAM  -  MEET IMG 3 

The  following  meetings  .are  at  8:00  P.M.  on  Wednesdays  in  the  Humboldt  Room  of 
the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  There  are  no  meetings  in  July  and  August. 

September  11  -  Summer  Experiences.  Forster* s  Tern  and  Common  Tern  -  Speaker: 

Art  hur  Sc  ha  f  fn  er « 

September  25  -  Report  of  Shore  Bird  Count  -  Leader:  Arthur  Schaffner.  Plans  for 

Fall  Bird  Count  -  Leader:  Tfaltcr  Klabunde 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

Sunday,  August  4  -  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie  -  Leader:  Gertrude  Mobster  (PA*  7768) 

Meet  at  Peace  Bridge  at  7:30  A  .Pi. 

Saturday,  August  17  -  Picnic  at  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mm.  C.  Vaughan, 

Youngstown,  N.Y.  Field  trip  at  2:00  P.M.  Suppor  at  5:00  P.M. 
§1.50  for  the  benefit  of  the  Sanctuary  Fund.  For  reservations 
call  Mrs.  Edward  Cummiskoy  (AT.  3382)  before  August  14. 


(see  map  on  next  page) 
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Field  Trips  (con*t.) 


Saturday,  August  24  and  every  Saturday  through  autumn  -  Bird  walk 

Meet  at  Windsor  and  Rumsey  Road  at  7  A.M. 


in  Delaware 


Park  • 


Sunday,  September  8 


-  Shoro  Bird  Count.  Leader:  Arthur  Schaffner 
count  of  the  third  series  (five  years  each), 
are  needed.  Farticip  ate  in  this  worthwhile 
It*s  fun  I 


(EL.  9666).  First 
Leaders  and  cars 
research  count. 


Tuesday  to  Sunday,  Sept.  10-15  -  Seventy-fifth  Convention  of  the  A.O.U.  at  Cape  May, 

New  Jersey. 

Saturday,  Sept.  14  -  Bird  Island  for  Forster Ts  Torn  -  Leader:  M.L.  Emerson  (LI. 0067). 

Meet  at  the  foot  of  Ferry  St.  at  7  A.M*  (moraine  only). 

Sunday,  Sept.  29  -  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie  for  fall  warblers  -  Leader:  Clark 

Beardslee  (BE.  7707) •  Meet  at  Peace  Bridge  at  7  A.M. 


B.Q.S.  SANCTUARY  FUND 

The  Sanctuary  Committee  gratefully  acknowledges  a  contribution  from  R^y  M. 
Vcrrill  and  a  second  contribution  from  William  C.  Vaughan.  It  was  reported  at  the 
May  22nd  meeting  that  the  total  expenses  of  acquiring  the  sanctuary  exceed  the 
collected  money  by  about  $260.00. 


NOTE  On  April  26  a  male  Crackle  appeared  on  the  feeding  station,  Tdth  a  band  on 
the  left  log  (where  I  place  them)  and  the  right  leg  missing.  We  have  had  many 
G rankles  appear  in  the  spring,  with  one  leg  missing,  and,  of  course,  I  never  trap  or 
band  such  a  disabled  bird.  However ,  I  do  want  to  trap  this  bird  to  see  who  he  is. 

Ruth  B.  Avery 

r LEASE  MAIL  your  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  third  day  of  the  following 

month  to  Cyril  T.  Wolf ling.  Box  87,  Aldcn,  N.Y. 

EDITOR:  Ray  McCann,  59  Anderson  Place,  Buffalo  22,  N.Y. 

TREASURER:  Ray  Kirsoh,  159  Pleasant  Ave.,  Hamburg,  N.Y.  (32) 
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THE  MONTH 
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May  was  not  as  warm  as  the  letter  half  of  April  had  been.  The  first  and  last 
thirds  were  dry,  with  the  period  from  the  10th  to  the  70th  inclusive  providing 
3.88  inches  of  rainfall  cut  of  the  month’s  total  of  4.03  inches.  Almost  half  of 

this  (1.69  inches)  fell  on  the  19th,  which  was  the  day  of  our  spring  count.  Due  to 

April’s  warmth,  foliation  was  about  a  week  advanced,  in  marked  contrast  with  May  of 
1956,  which  was  two  weeks  retarded.  Migration  during  the  month  was  far  behind 
vegetation;  in  fact  it  was  later  than  normal.  An  experienced  eye  will  find  many  very 
late  arrivals  among  land  birds  in  the  list  below.  Having  myself  been  away  the  latter 
half  of  the  month,  I  am  indebted  to  Axtcll  for  supplying  me  with  many  data.  He 

states  that  birding  was  rather  unrewarding  over  the  week-ends,  with  waves  being 

confined  pretty  much  to  the  12th,  13th,  20th,  and  21st.  A  major  movement  of 
Hud s onion  Curlews  occurred  early  on  the-  25th;  the  Axtells  counted  no  less  than  1575, 
all  but  about  15  of  which  were  in  17  flocks  of  31  to  375  birds.  Of  these,  1050  in 
14  flocks  wore  flying  westward  at  Rockhouso  Point  between  7:00  and  10s 30  A.M.  This 
remarkable  migration  underlines  the  advance  that  these  fine  birds  have  made  during 
the  past  twenty  years;  I  recall  finding  one  individual  at  Point  Abino  on  May  21,1933, 
and  that  was  the  first  spring  record  ever  reported]  The  Axtells  also  found  a  tre¬ 
mendous  thrush  migration  in  Delaware  Park  and  Forest  Lawn  on  the  19th,  20th,  and 
21st.  They  estimated  that  the  thrush  population  there  was  175  Olive-backs,  25 
Voerios,  and  5  Wood  Thrushes;  no  Gray-cheeks  were  seen.  Axtcll  adds,  "At  the  same 
time  the  number  of  OvonbirdS  was  also  the  highest  I  have  ever  seen  there;  they  we rc 
somewhat  loss  than  twice  as  numerous  as  the  Voerios •  "  Again  I  am  reminded  of  a 
similar  experience  I  had  at  Goat  Island  on  May  21,  1943,  when  I  estimated  there  were 
200  Ovcnbirds  there;  and  of  an  entry  in  my  note-book  under  date  of  September  9,  1934: 
fllsld  Ulrich  and  Alice  Sherman  told  me  that  the  ’back  end’  of  Forest  Lawn  was  alive 
With  Ovcnbirds  today."  Wo  should  all  take  pains  to  record  these  migration  floods. 


Clark  S.  Beardslec 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 
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indicates  first  record  for  the  year 

”  ”  ”  "  "  migration 


tt 


last 


t» 


n 


tt 


tt 


Common  Loon 


May  23L 


Can.  shore  Lake  Erie  Coggeshall 
(33) 


r 


•  •* 


n 


*Y o  1  lov-b  i  1 1  ed  Loon  I 

day 

11 

♦Least  Bittern 

id 

2,3,6 

Canada  Goose 

it 

5 

Ga- Avail 

tt 

23L 

Lesser  Scaup 

n 

26L 

H  oded  Merganser 

tt 

30L 

Broa  I -wing  •  Hawk 

tt 

30 

Bald  Eagle 

o 

12 

tt 

14 

Osprey 

ti 

17 

tt 

17 

tt 

18 

Virginia  Rail 

tt 

5 

Sora  Rail 

ti 

23 

Ringed  Plover 

n 

23 

tt 

26 

Black-bell.  Plover 

tt 

23 

it 

26 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

tt 

23 

ii 

25 

it 

26 

it 

30 

♦Hudsenian  Curlew 

ti 

23 

ti 

24 

it 

25 

ii 

30L 

♦Solitary  Sandpiper 

n 

2 

ti 

14 

it 

16 

Greater  Yellow-logs 

n 

5 

Lessor  Veliev/- legs 

it 

31L 

Pectoral  So.ndpiper 

ti 

15 

. . -rump •  Sandpiper 

it 

25 

ii 

26 

♦Least  Sandpiper 

ii 

15 

it 

18 

it 

23 

♦Rcd-bkd.  Sandpip  or 

tt 

12 

'  >* 

ii 

23 

tt 

26 

♦Semi palm. Sandpiper 

it 

18 

tt 

23 

it 

26 

♦Sander ling 

tt 

13 

n 

23 

ii 

26 

Iceland  Gull 

ii 

7L 

Gt.Black-b.  Gull 

ti 

23 

ii 

26 

Ik  nap  arto*s  G^n 

it 

26 

it 

30 

♦Black  Tern 

n 

5 

tt 

6 

tt 

12 

♦Yellow-b.  Cuckoo 

tt 

18 

it 

26 

*Black-b.  Cuckoo 

it 

11 

it 

11 

1  Erie  f^ach,Ont  * 
1,1,1  ffellp^lie 
5112  0^  Orchard 

1  Erie  Bereft, Ont  • 

10  Can.  shoire  L.  Erie 

1  Fo  re  st  Lawn 

1  Wellsville 

1  Versailles 

2  Hamburg 

1  Jame  steam 

1  eater  Valiev 

%/ 

1  Gainesville 

3  Riverside 

1  Can. shore 

5  **  “ 

6 

2 

7 

10 

100  / 

20 
15 
88 
10 

1575 

8 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

4 
1 
1 

4 
1 

50 
15 
3 
25 
6 

5 

10 
2 
1 
3 

6 
1 

10 
2 
1 
3 
1 
1 
1 
1 


Baillie,  D.  Gunn,  W, Smith 
Me Mur try 
Brockners 
Coggeshall 

Caul 

Bruckner 
McMurtry 
Vend ling  et  al 
Bourne 
Eldcrkin 
Bourne 
Smith 

.Mealy,  Randell, Robinson 
Windsor  et  al 
Coggeshall 
Windsor  et  al 
Coggeshall 
Caul,  Mindset  et  al 
Coggeshall 
Axtclls 

Caul,  Windsor  et  al 
Caul 

Coggeshall 
Thorpe, Knight  et  al 

Axtells 
Caul 

McMurtry 
B0urno 

Brockners 
View  Rd.  Bourne 
McMurtry 
Axt&lls 
Windsor  et  al 
McMurtry 
Smith 
Coggeshall 
McMurtry 
Coggeshall 
Windsor  et  al 
Smith 
Coggeshall 
Windsor  et  al 
McMurtry 
Coggeshall 
Windsor  et  al 
Bourne 

al 

Caul 

Elderkin 
Mcl  urtry 
Vendling  et  al 
Smith 

et  al 


Chaut •  Co 
Lake  Erie 

it 


tt 

n 


it 

tt 

i 

it 

ti 

it 


tt 

IT 

ft 

II 

II 

It 

tt 

tl 


II 

tl 

»» 


tt 

tt 

tt 

tt 

tt 

tt 


tt 

tt 

tt 

tt 

tt 

tl 

ft 

II 


Wi ndmi 11  Pt . , Ont • 
Can.  shore  L.  Erio 


it 


tt 


it 


Wellsvillo 
Hickox  Rd . ,Hmbg • 

E .  Eden  Pond 
Oak  Orchard 
Thruway, near  Lake 
Wei  IsvL  lie 
Ro  ckh  oil  so  Pt . ,  Ont 

ti  it  ti 

Wellsville 
Gaines vi  lie 
Can. shore  L.  Erie 
Wellsvillo 
Can. shore  L.Erio 


ti 


it 


ti 


Gainesville 
Can. shore  L.Erio 


it 


ti 


Wellsvillo 
Can. shore  L.Erie 

it  it  it  it 

Mt.  Vernon 
Can. shore  Lake  Erie  Coggeshall 
"  11  ”  M  Windsor  et 

it  tt  it 


tt 

tt 


it 


ti 


tt 


ti 


Frewsburg 
Wellsville 
Tifft  St. 

Gaine svillc 
Can. shore  Lake  Erie  Windsor 
Jamestown  Knott 

Wellsville  McMurtry 

(34) 
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Not gvto rthy  Rec erds 

(co 

n*t , 

Black-b,  Cuckoo 

May 

12 

(con*t ,) 

it 

12 

♦Barred  Owl 

ii 

22 

Long- oared  Owl 

it 

6 

♦Night  hawk 

it 

13 

Hummingbird 

ii 

5 

tt 

11 

it 

15 

Yell ow-b •  Saps  uc  kc  r 

it 

25 

Kingbird 

ii 

8 

it 

9 

Crested  Flycatcher 

ii 

11 

it 

11 

it 

11 

Yell  ow-b .  F ly c  a t  c  he 

v*1t 

X 

28 

Alder  Flycatcher 

ti 

23 

it 

25 

it 

23 

♦Least  Flycatcher 

ti 

11 

it 

12 

ti 

12 

ii 

12 

♦Tfood  Peewoo 

it 

18 

n 

23 

ii 

23 

Olivo-s.  Flycatcher 

it 

30 

it 

30 

Vinter  F'ren 

ti 

18 

L  on g  -b ,  !  Far  sh  1  Jr  on 

it 

5 

ft 

20 

♦Olive-b,  Thrush 

ti 

12 

ii 

12 

ii 

12 

♦Grey-ch.  Thrush 

it 

12 

♦Vo cry 

ii 

1 

,■6 

it 

I 

11 

it 

11 

Goldcn-cr.  Kinglet 

it 

12 

Ruby-cr,  Kinglet 

it 

25L 

♦Yellcw-th.  yiirco 

u 

11 

ti 

17 

♦Red-eyed  Viroo 

ii 

11 

it 

11 

ii 

11 

it 

11 

♦Philadelphia  Viroo 

u 

17 

ii 

18 

‘  arbling  Vireo 

ti 

1 

tt 

11 

it 

11 

Pr  ot hen"  t ar y  Vfarb  1  e 

~  H 

Jl 

26 

♦Collen-w,  FJarbler 

It 

5 

11 

12 

Blue-w.  "Varbler 

t! 

5 

It 

11 

It 

11 

1  Amer*shore  Lake  Eric 

1  Hamburg 

2  Jamestown 

1  Chestnut  Ridge  Park 

1  Kenmoro 

1  Jamestown 

1  Tfellsville 

1  Hamburg 

1  Emery  Park 

2  Batavia 

1  VJollsvillo 

2  " 

1  Derby 

1  Jamestown 

1  Lake  View,  Thruway 

2  J  ame  st  own 

2  Strykorsville 

3  Audubon  Refuge,  Java 

1  Derby 

1  h’ellsville 

2  Beaverdons,  near 

Thorold,Ont . 

S  inner. shore  L.  Erie 

1  Jamestov/n 

1  « 

5  Can. shore  L.  Erie 

1  Jane  st  own 

1  Onoville 

1  Forest  Lawn 

8  Akron 

2  Sinking  Ponds, 

E.  Aurora, 

1  Yiellsville 

2  Amor.  shore  L.Erie 

3  Forest  Lam 

1  Onoville 

1  Rive rside, Ghaut •  Co, 

1  Derby 

4  Sinking  Ponds, 

E.  Aurora 

1  Amer. shore  L.Erie 

6  Y.ellsvillo 

2  Sinking  Ponds,  E.  i 

3  Hamburg 

1  Derby 

3  Sinking  Ponds,  E.  1 

1  Ffollsville 

1  Jamestown 

1  Forest  Lawn 

2  Gainesville 

2  " 

1  Derby 

2  Creokside  Dr.,  N.Fr 

1  Nye  Rd • , Ont • 

1  Tona wanda  Ind.  Res 

3  Irving 

1  Rivers id e,Chaut .Co , 

1  Jamestown 

1  Irving 

(35) 


YFendling  et  al 
Bourne 
Mealy 
Bourne 
Beardsloe 
Knott 
McKurtry 
B0urne 
Rose he 
Buckland 
Me Mur try 

tt 

Mitchell 
Knott 
Bourne 
Elderkin 
Rose he 

tt 

Mitchell ,Brocknor 
McMurtry 

Lowe 

Fiend  ling  et  al 
Knott 
Elderkin 

Coggeshall 
Mealy 
Elderkin 
Nathan 
Brockners 

Roscho 
McMurtry 
Vfendling  et  al 
Beardslee 
Elderkin 
Knott 
Brockners 

Coggeshall 
r  endling  et  al 
McMurtry 
aurora  Coggesnall 
Bourne 

Mitchell  et  al 
Aurora  Coggeshall 

McMurtry 

Knott 

Mitchell,  Green 
Smith 

tt 

Mitchell  et  al 
ills  Heilborn 
TIindsor  et  al 
.  Brockners 

T.'endling  et  al 
Mealy, Rande 11, Robins on 
Knott 

Mitchell, Brockners  et  al 


NotQ7forthy  Record  s  (  c  on  *  t  •  ) 


♦Brewster^  Marbler  J 

liny 

i/ 

17 

1 

Belmont  McMur try, Darling,  Baker 

♦T eirrio s sec  Marb  1  er 

!» 

11 

2 

South  shore  Lake  Erie  Brockner 

tt 

11 

2 

Sinking  Ponds,E.  Aurora 

Coggeshall 

tt 

11 

1 

Mellsvillo 

Me Hurt ry 

tt 

3CL 

1 

Del .Pk. -Forest  Lawn 

Brockner 

♦Orange-cr .  Marbler 

1! 

15 

1 

Delaware  Park 

Mitchell,  Green 

♦Magnolia  Marbler 

tl 

11 

1 

Derby 

Mitchell,  Brockner s 

tt 

11 

1 

Sinking  Ponds, E.  Aurora 

Coggesnall 

♦  Cap  o  May  Marbler 

It 

1-3 

3 

Gainesville 

Smith 

tt 

1 

1 

M'ellsville 

McMurtry 

tt 

13 

2 

Jamcst  own 

Elderkin 

*B  1 .  -t  hr  .  B 1  *Ma  rb  1  er 

tt 

11 

1 

Derby 

Mitchell  et  al 

It 

12 

3 

Amor. shore  L.Erie 

handling  et  al 

tt 

12 

1 

Wellsville 

McMurtry 

Cerulean  Marbler 

It 

11 

1 

Derby 

Mitchell  et  al 

tt 

26 

1 

Can. shore  L.  Erie 

Minds or  et  al 

♦Blackburnian  Marblcr  ” 

11 

1 

Derby 

Mitchell, Brockner s  etal 

tt 

11 

1 

S inking  Pond  s ,E .Aurora 

Coggeshall 

♦Chcstnut-s •  Marblcr 

tt 

6 

1 

Mellsville 

McMurtry 

tt 

11 

1 

Sinking  Ponds ,E .Aurora 

Coggeshall 

*Bny-br.  Marbler 

tt 

9 

1 

Creeks ide  Dr.,N.  Falls 

Heilborn 

tt 

12 

1 

hear  Thorold,Ont. 

Lowe 

tt 

13 

15 

Jamestown 

Mealy 

♦Black-poll  Marbler 

tt 

15 

1 

Mellsvillo 

McMurtry 

tt 

17 

1 

Jamest  own 

Elderkin 

n 

18 

1 

Forest  Lawn 

Nathan  rep .Mitchell 

tt 

SOL 

2 

Del.  Pk. -Forest  Lqwn 

Brockner 

M,  Palm  Marblcr 

n 

5 

15 

Jamestown 

Mealy 

tt 

6 

1 

Mellsville 

McMurtry 

tt 

11 

2 

Sinking  Ponds,  F •  Aurora 

Coggeshall 

♦Ovonbird 

tt 

8 

4 

Chestnut  Rid£e  Pk. 

Bourne 

tt 

11 

1 

Derby 

Hit  c  he 1 1 , Br oc kner  s , 

et  al 

♦Mourning  Marblcr 

tt 

17 

1 

Delaware  Fk. 

Mitchell,  Green 

tt 

26 

1 

Can.  shore  Lake  Erie 

Minds or  et  al 

♦C  'r.  Yell owthr o at 

tt 

5 

1 

Jamest own 

Knott 

it 

7 

1 

tt 

Elderkin 

St 

9 

1 

Mellsville 

McMurtry 

Yellcw-br.  Chat 

n 

30 

1 

it 

tt 

♦Hooded  Marbler 

tt 

11 

1 

Derby 

Mitchell  et  al 

tt 

13 

1 

Chestnut  Ridge  Fk. 

Bourne 

*B1. -capped  Mrarblor 

tt 

18 

1 

Delaware  Pk. 

Brockner , Mitchell  etal 

♦Canada.  Marbler 

tt 

11 

1 

Derby 

Mitchell  et  al 

tt 

11 

1 

Jamest  own 

Knott 

tt 

13 

1 

Mellsvillo 

McMurtry 

Redstart 

tt 

11 

1 

Derby 

Mitchell, Brockner s , 

et  al 

tt 

12 

3 

Amer.  shore  Lake  Erie 

Mendling  et  al 

♦Bobolink 

it 

5 

5 

Jame  stown 

Knott 

it 

8 

1 

Mellsville 

McMurtry 

tt 

10 

5 

Kickox  Rd.,  Hamburg 

Bourne 

Orchard  Oriole 

tt 

23 

1 

Can.  shore  Lake  Erie 

Coggeshall 

tt 

26 

1 

tt  tt  tt  tt 

Minds or  et  al 

Scarlet  Tanager 

tt 

10 

1 

Hamburg  Cemetery 

Bourne 

tt 

11 

1 

Derby 

Mitchell ,Brockners 
et  al 

♦Rose-br.  Grosbeak 

tt 

1 

1 

Mellsville 

McMurtry 

tt 

8 

1 

Jamestown 

Elderkin 

it 

10 

1 

Hamburg  Cemetery 
(36) 

Bourne 
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Noteworthy  Records  (ccn’t .) 


♦Indigo  Bunting 

May 

12 

1 

Onoville 

n' 

12 

1 

Wells vi  lie 

n 

12 

1 

Amor .shore  Lake 

Erie 

Vh  •  -c  r .  Sparrow 

ti 

8 

2 

Batavia 

it 

ti 

9 

10 

Jamestown 

ti 

11 

4 

Derby 

Wh.-th.  Sparrow 

ii 

21L 

1 

Amer. shore  Lake 

Erie 

Lincoln’s  Sparrow 

ii 

18 

1 

Delaware  Pk. 

Elder kin 
MeMurtry 
W'endling  et  al 
Buhkland 
Knott 

Mitchell,Prockners  et  al 

Brocknor 

Brockner 


Species  and  subspecies  previously  recorded  179 

Additional  species  &  subspecies  recorded  in  this  issue  55 


Total  to  date 

234 

A  Honda. : 

Amer •  Egret 

Apr 

.  2f5 

1 

Sinking  Pond.,  E,  Aurora 

Sproull 

Rough-w.  Swallow 

ft 

18F 

6 

Moss  Lake,  Rushford 

Mitchell 

et  al 

Brown  Thrasher 

it 

18 

1 

tt  ii  « 

it 

tt 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

ti 

18 

1 

Tt  II  II 

ti 

tt 

Myrtle  Warbler 

ii 

18F 

12 

It  11  It 

tt 

tt 

*17.  Palm  Warbler 

ti 

28 

r 

c 

Port  Colhournc,Ont • 

Fluellon 

Chipping  Sparrow 

IT 

18F 

26 

Moss  Lake,  Rushford 

Mitchell 

et  al 

MAY  BI 

RD  COUNT  -  May  19,  1957 

The  annual  ] 

Hay 

Bird  ( 

Count  ha 

d  the  misfortune  to  be  held  on  a 

.  very  rainy  day. 

and  no  area  had  more 

than 

four  hours  without  rain.  Consequently 

the  total 

species 

count  totaled  only  130* 

i  .  i 

Very  few  rarities  were  recorded;  ked-throated  Loon  in  area  6*  Greater  Scaup 
in  area  9,  Mockingbird  breeding  near  Westfield  in  area  22,  and  G o 1 dcn-c r owned 
Kinglet  in  area  20*  Tho  feature  of  the  day  was  the  large  number  of  swallows; 
thousands  of  unidentified  swallows  wore  found  along  the  lakes.  Very  good  counts  of 
Chestnut-sided  Warblers  an 1  Vhite-croYJned  Sparrows  were  reported  from  most  areas. 

Due  to  the  bad  weather ^  a  comparison  with  other  recent  counts  is  not  practical. 

S ectional  Divisions  and  Observers 

The  following  divisions  are  those  defined  by  the  map  ’’Sectional  Divisions  of 
the  Territory  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society”^  which  was  distributed  with 
The  Prothonotary  in  May  1956.  The  list  gives  the  number  of  each  division  and  the 
name  of  a  place  in  the  division. 

1.  Fonthill,  Ont.  -  Salisburys,  Lowe,  Fluellon 

2.  Thorold,  Ont.  -  Verrills,  Lovelace 

3.  Wilson  -  Vaughans 

4.  Middloport  -  not  covered 

5.  Oak  Orchard  -  Klabundes 

6.  Tort  Maitland,  Ont.  -  Nathan,  Braunberns,  Emerson,  Schaffner 

7.  Lovbanks,  Ont.  -  Mitchell,  Hickman,  Vaughan,  Osgood,  Clark,  Leeming 

8.  Fort  Erie,  Ont.  -  Thorpe,  Filor,  Krayna 

9.  Grand  Island  -  Greenc,  Letchworths 

10.  Akron  -  Andrles 

11.  Buffalo  -  Freitag,  Renfrew’s 

12.  Lancaster  -  Abrams,  Turner,  Kaarlak,  Samuels 
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13.  Batavia  -  Pixley,  Masons,  Mahoney,  Annabal,  Buckland 

14.  Hqmburg  Bacons,  Avery,  Cummiskeys 

15.  Java  -  Ulrichs 

16.  Angola  -  Axtells 

17.  Cattaraugus  -  V.endlings,  Schwenger,  Uebster,  Solomans 

18.  Dolevan  -  Bourne 

19.  Fillmore  -  McMurtry,  Smith 

20.  Dunkirk  -  Stanleys,  Schober,  Meierhoffer,  Clt  rk 

21.  Cherry  Creek  -  Farker,  Mealy,  Burgcsons,  Belk  lap,  Elderkins,  Giese,  Brolins, 

Carlsons,  Schupp,  Hagstrom 

22.  Sherman  -  Brockner,  Helmses 

23.  Frewsburg  -  Beal,  Randall,  Robinson,  Rappoles,  Knott,  Holt,  Myers 

24.  Allegany  State  Park  -  Bowen,  Rathbun 

25.  Allegany  -  not  covered 

26.  Cuba  Reservoir  -  McMurtrys,  Davie,  Burdicks 

27.  Bolivar  -  same  as  26 

28.  Alfred  -  not  covered 

Species  Recorded 

Figures  in  parentheses  indicate  territories  where  the  particular  species  was 
seen.  *  indicates  the  first  record  for  1957. 


Common  Loon 

8 

Marsh  Hawk 

12 

Red-throated  Loon 

1  (6) 

Osprey 

1  (14) 

Horned  C-robe 

8 

Sparrow  Hawk 

26 

Fied-billed  Grebe 

6 

Ruffed  Grouse 

2  (1,21) 

Double-crested  Cormorant 

1 

pheasant 

76 

Great  Blue  Heron 

65 

Virginia  Rail 

4  (23) 

Green  Eeron 

35 

Sora 

6 

Ancrican  Bittern 

20 

Florida  GallinuM.c 

9 

Least  Bittern 

5 

Coot 

10 

Mute  Swan 

1  (22) 

♦Ringed  Flovor 

15 

Canada  Goose 

2  (3) 

Killdecr 

178 

Mallard 

61 

♦Black-bellied  TJ  3vcr 

3  (6,13) 

Black  Duck 

43 

♦Ruddy  Turnstone 

39 

Pintail 

5  (7,10) 

’ 'oodcock 

1  (13) 

Green-winged  Teal 

2  (10) 

Mil son*  s  Snipe 

;o 

Blue-winged  Teal 

50 

Upland  Sandpiper 

9 

American  widgeon 

12 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

145 

Flood  Duck 

10 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

13 

Redhead 

1  (8) 

Greater  Yellow-legs 

10 

Ring-necked  Duck 

3  (1) 

Lesser  Yellow-logs 

15 

Greater  Scaup 

5  (9) 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

2 

Lesser  Scaup 

29 

Least  Sandpiper 

105 

A meric an  Golden-eye 

12 

Red-backed  Sandpiper 

147 

Buffi e-head 

1  (20) 

♦Eastern  Dowitchcr 

6 

Old- squaw 

426  (2) 

Semi  palmated  Sandpiper 

41 

V."hite-winged  Scoter 

11  (6) 

Sanderling 

2 

American  Merganser 

9 

Great  Black-backed  Gull 

6 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

12 

Herring  Gull 

238 

Turkey  Vulture 

13 

Ring-billed  Gull 

8,859 

Sharp- shinned  Hawk 

3 

Bonaparte *s  Gull 

3 

Cooper* s  Hawk 

3  (1) 

Common  Tern 

453 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

10 

Black  Tern 

103 

Red-shouldered  Hawk 

7 

Mourning  D0ve 

263 

Broad-winged  Hawk 

1  (22) 

Yellow-billed  Cuckoo 

3 

(33) 
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Flack-billed  Cuckoo 

19 

Screech  Ov:l 

6 

Great  Horned  Owl 

2  (1) 

Whip  -poor  -wi  1 1 

1  (6) 

Plight  hawk 

12 

Chimney  Swift 

296 

Hummingbird 

22 

Kingfisher 

32 

Flicker 

142 

Filcated  Woodpecker 

4 

Fed-headed  ’Woodpecker 

19 

Hairy  r'oodpecker 

7 

Foamy  ’Woodpecker 

33 

Kingbird 

95 

Crested  Flycatcher 

56 

Phoebe 

73  ,■ 

* Y ell o  w-b allied  Flycatcher  3  (23) 

* A1 der  F lyc at chcr 

6 

Least  Flycatcher 

70 

bo o d  Feme e 

10 

*01ive-sided  Flycatcher 

3 

Prairie  Horned  Lark 

78 

Tree  Swallow 

1,003 

Bank  Swallow 

3,563 

Rough-wing c d  Swallow 

453 

Barn  Sallow 

991 

Cliff  Shilov; 

126 

Purple  Martin 

376 

Unidentified  Swallows 

5,000  / 

Blue  day 

89 

Crow 

429 

Black-capped  Chickadee 

97 

Tufted  Titmouse 

5  (20,22) 

.Whit e-breasted  Nuthatch 

19 

Brown  Creeper 

1  (20) 

House  Mr  on 

150 

Long-billed  Marsh  Wren 

20 

*Short-billed  Marsh  Wren  4  (5,23) 

^Mockingbird 

2  (22) 

Catbird 

307 

Brown  Thrasher 

23 

Robin 

1,706 

’Wood  Thrush 

140 

Hermit  Thrush 

4 

Olive-backed  Thrush 

68 

Veery 

98 

Bluebird 

32 

Blue-gray  Gnatcatchcr 

4 

Golden-crowned  King lot 

1  (20) 

Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 

16 

Pipit 

43 

Cedar  Waxwing 

19 

,  Starling 

2,685  / 

Yellow-throated  Vireo 

19 

Solitary  Vireo 

3 

Red-cyed  Vireo 

103 

Philadelphia  Vireo 

4 

Marbling  Vireo 

32 

Black  &  White  Warbler 

14 

*Frothonotary  Warbler 

2 

Goldon-wnnged  Warbler 

13 

Blue-winged  Warbler 

13 

Tennessee  Warbler 

125 

Nashville  Warbler 

7 

Yellow  Warbler 

503 

Magnolia  Warbler 

75 

Cape  May  Y/arbler 

27 

Black-throated  Blue  Warbler 

20 

Myrtle  ’Warbler 

180 

Black-throated  Green  Warbler  52 

Cerulean  Warbler 

9 

Blackburnian  Warbler 

55 

Chest  nut - s i d e  dWa  rb 1 e  r 

136 

Bay-breasted  Warbler 

56 

Black-poll  Warbler 

6 

We  stern  Palm  Warbler 

3 

Oven-bird 

88 

Northern  Water-thrush 

16 

Louisiana  Water-thrush 

1 

Mourning  Warbler 

14 

Common  Yell ow-t hr o at 

130 

*  Ye  1 1  o  v:-hr  e  a  s  t  e  d  Chat 

2 

Hooded  Warbler 

4 

Black-capped  Warbler 

4 

Canada  Warbler 

32 

Redstart 

213 

House  Sparrow- 

500 

Bobolink 

324 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

489 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

4 

,600 

^Orchard  Oriole 

2 

Baltimore  Oriole 

358 

Grackle 

1 

,478 

Cowbird 

497 

Scarlet  Tanager 

58 

Cardinal 

SO 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak 

90 

Indigo  Bunting 

72 

Purple  Finch 

19 

Goldfinch 

1 

,034 

Towhee 

85 

Savannah  Sparrow 

121 

Gra s  shopper  Sparrow 

7 

Kenslow’s  Sparrow 

5 

Vesper  Sparrow 

105 

Junco 

22 

Shipping  Sparrow 

289 

Field  Sparrow 

100 

White-crowned  Sparrow 

270 

White-throated  Sparrow 

34 

Lincoln’s  Sparrow 

4 

Swamp  Sparrow 

55 

Song  Sparrow 

841 

(5) 


(24) 

/ 

/ 

(1,6) 

/ 


Bernard  K.  Nathan 
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YELLCK&3 1 LLEI)  LOON  AT  ERIE  BEACH 


We  are  indebted  to  Jim  Baillie  of  Toronto  for  the  following  account  of  the 
first  record  of  a  Yellow-billed  Loon  from  our  territory.  Under  date  of  June  3,  1957 
he  vrites: 

”1  suppose  by  now  word  has  gotten  around  about  the  Yellow-billed  Loon  Ur, 

Donald  Gunn  showed  Bill  Smith  and  me  at  Erie  Beach  May  11. . ...The  bird  was  size 

of  Common  Loon  in  ranter  plumage,  and  had  an  all-yellowish  bill,  straight  culmen  and 
very  finely  pointed  tip.  We  got  a  specimen  here  at  Port  Credit  last  Dec.  5th  (oil- 
soaked),  Dr.  Donald  Gunn  saw  a  second  one  at  New  Toronto  Dec.  10th,  and  John  Crosby 
saw  a  fourth  at  Point  Pelee  May  25th  and  made  a  sketch  of  it,  -  so  there  seems  to 
have  been  some  sort  of  an  irruption  of  these  loons  from  the  Western  Arctic.  Only 
eastern  record  I  could  find  (south  of  the  Arctic)  in  82  years*  indices  of  the 
"Auk”  concerned  a  desiccated  specimen  someone  picked  up  at  the  far  end  of  Long  Island 
(New  York)  and  had  the  good  sense  to  send  the  skull  to  Dr.  Zimmer  for  identification” 


TWO  INTERESTING  OBSERVATIONS 


I. 

On  May  13  two  Screech  0"rls  brought  out  one  youngster  from  -their  nest  in  an 
apple  tree  on  our  street  in  the  LaSalle  section  of  Niagara  Falls,  N.Y.  We  found 
the  youngster  in  the  dusk  on  the  ground  in  the  street  margin, .  unable  to  fly.  It 
seemed  to  us  the  bird  had  left  the  nest  perhaps  a  day  too  early.  Both  parents  were 
fetching  a  few  feet  from  us  when  wo  put  the  youngster  up  into  a  small  tree,  but 
theW  made  no  attempt  to  attack  us.  The  next  morning  we  found  the  baby  in  dense 
spruce  a  few  feet  from  the  place  we  had  left  it.  One  of  the  parents  sat  guard 
quite  closely  all  dry.  They  gradually  got  higher  up  during  the  day  by  hopping 
from  branch  to  branch  and  from  twig  to  twig. 

V.e  found  the  youngster  during  six  consecutive  days  with  one  or  both  of  the 
parents  on  guard  all  day.  They  were  in  different  trees  each  day.  The  last  day  we 
saw  them  (May  19)  they  wore  in  a  spruce  with  a  Grackle  nest.  About  eight  Grackles 
made  life  miserable  for  the  yGung  owl.  The  parents  made  no  attempt  to  do  anything 
other  than  to  keep  an  eye  on  the  situation.  The  young  owl  moved  around  the 
branches  and  finally  hopped  on  to  an  apple  tree.  The  Grackles  never  came  close 
enough  to  touch  the  young  owl .  By  nnon  the  two  moved  away  from  the  vicinity  of  the 
Grackle  nest. 


Only  one  baby  owl  was  in  evidence  throughout  the  week.  After  May  5-9  the  whole 
family  of  three  left  our  vicinity. 

II. 

On  May  25  a  Grackle  swooped  down  low  over  the  street  and  dropped  something 
that  evidently  was  too  heavy  for  it  to  carry.  I  stopped  the  car  to  investigate. 

It  ms  a  dead  but  still  warm  Mourning  Dove  baby.  Size  and  feathering  indicated 
that  it  would  have  loft  its  nest  in  a  day  or  two. 

Axel  Heilborn 


SECOND  BONDERS  OF  NATURE  SHOE'  -  Sept.  12  to  21 

The  Hamilton  Nature  Club  will  sponsor  a  ”3econd  Wonders  of  Nature  Sinara”  from 
September  12  to  21  at  Central  Memorial  Recreation  Centre,  Stinson  Street, 
Hamilton,  Ont.  The  directors  and  members  of  the  Hamilton  Nature  Club  wish  to 
invito  members  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  to  attend  this  exhibit. 
Profit,  if  any,  will  go  to  our  wild  life  sanctuary  fund. 
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Sec  ond  Wor.de r  s 


__nf_Jfo.ture  Show  (con  *t , ) 


The  Show  will  be  divided  into  four  sections:  I,  A  salon  of  nature  photography 
(f’vi *;  I  i  not  be  as  outstanding  as  the  Buffalo  Nature  Salon*  However  .,  vo  are 

attempting  to  promote  good  nature  photography.)  II,  Various  displays  by  gevorn- 
ment  departments,  universities,  organizations,  etc.  III.  A  display  of  mid  'J.jfo 


pa  me  mgs  • 


IV •  Children*s  nature  projects, 


Robert  0.  01 stone.  President 
Hamilton  Nature  Club 


PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 

The  following  meetings  are  at  8:00  P.1,1,  on  Wednesdays  in  the  Humboldt  Room  of 
the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science. 

Sept.  11  -  Summer  Experiences.  Forster Ts  Torn  and  Common  Tern.  -  Speaker:  Arthur 
Schaffner • 

Sept.  25  -  ’’Some  Aspects  of  Bird  Photography” ,  illustrated  with  recent  color  slides 
Robert  P;  nniplo.  Re-port  of  Shore  Bird  Count  -  Leader:  Arthur  Schaffner. 
Plans  for  Fall  Bird  Count  -  Leader:  Walter  Klabunde. 

Oct.  9  -  Annual  Meeting*  Sanctuary  Committee  program.  Report  of  A.O.U.  Conven¬ 
tion. 

Oct.  23  -  "Report  of  Fall  Bird  Count  •*  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Klabunde.  Book  Review  - 
Marie  Wendling • 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 


Tuesday  to  Sunday,  Sept.  10-15  -  Seventy-fifth  Convention  of  the  A.O.U.  at  Cape 

May,  N.J. 

Saturday,  Sept.  14  -  Bird  Island  for  Forster^  Tern  -  Leader:  M.L.  Emerson 

(LI.  0067).  Meet  at  the  foot  of  Ferry  S*.  at  7  A.M. 
(morning  only) . 

Every  Saturday  through  autumn  -  Bird  xvalk  in  Delaware  Park.  Meet  at  Windsor  and 

Rumscy  Road  at  7  A.M. 

Sunday,  Sept.  29  -  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie  for  fall  warbler*  -  Leader:  Clark 

Beardslee  (BE.  7707).  Meet  at  Peace  Bridge  at  7  A.M. 

Sunday,  Oct.  13  -  Fall  Bird  Count  -  Leaders:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  Klabunde,  Creek 

Road  Extension,  R.D.  1,  Lewiston,  N.Y.  (Lewiston  6-2424). 

Sunday,  Oct.  20  -  Canada  for  Sharp-tailed  Sparrows  -  Leader:  Bernard  Nathan 

(PA.  9069).  Meet  at  reace  Bridge  at  7:30  A.M.  (D.S.T.) 


Please  mail  your  records  for  each  month  not  lator  than  the  third  day  of  tho 
following  month  to  Cyril  T.  Wolfling,  Box  87,  Alden,  N.Y. 

EDITOR:  Ray  McCann,  59  Anderson  Place,  Buffalo  22,  N.Y. 

TREASURER:  Ray  Kirwch,  159  Pleasant  Avenue,  Hamburg,  New  York. 
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Buff a lo ,  New  York 


TEE  MONTH 

June,  1957,  was  the  third  warmest  on  record,  the  temperature  being  3*6  degrees 
above  normal,  with  a  high  of  95  on  the  18th,  Although  the  total  precipitation  was 
practically  normal  (2,92  inches)  more  than  half  of  it  (1.58  in.)  fell  on  the  28th 
during  a  destructive  storm.  The  brevity  of  this  month* s  Noteworthy  Records  list  and 
the  implications  in  many  of  the  items  give  strong  hints  of  the  limitless  possibili¬ 
ties  for  individual  bird-watchers  to  make  contributions  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
ornithology  of  the  Niagara  Frontier  Region. 

Tho  Acadian  Flycatchers  apparently  nested  again  this  summer  at  Abino  Bay,  The 
Frothonotary  Yfarblor  that  sings  like  a  Yellow  TEarbler  at  Nye  Rd»,  Ont.,  was  seen 
frequently  throughout  the  month  by  many  observers  who  looked  in  vain  for  signs  of 
its  having  a  nest  or  mate,  A  Dickcissol  sang  for  several  days  at  Elma, 

Harold  H,  Axtoll 
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NOTE;  WORTHY  RECORDS 


r 


*  -  indicates  first 

record  for 

the 

year 

F  -  ,l  ” 

tt  tt 

tt 

migration 

L  —  "  last 

tt  tt 

tt 

tt 

Ruddy  Duck  < 

June 

i  30 

2 

Mud  Lake,  Ont. 

Andrles 

Bald  Eagle 

tt 

27 

1 

Mayville 

Parker 

ti 

25 

1 

Sturgeons  Pt .  Rd.  & 

Thruway 

Bourne 

Osprey 

ti 

18 

1 

Jame  s t own ,  C haut . Lak e 

Beal 

Bob  Tihite 

it 

9 

2 

Rockway,  near  St. 

C  at  ha  r ine  s , Ont • 

Salisbury 

Turkey 

ti 

8 

2 

Allegany  St,  Pk. 

Rosche  et  al 

Ringed  Plover 

tt 

23 

1 

Rockhcuse  Pt.,0nt. 

Andrles  et  al 

Black-bell.  Plover 

ti 

IS 

1 

n  tt  tt 

Andrles, Gamble,  Thill 

Gt.  Black-b.  Gull 

ti 

16 

1 

tt  tt  it 

Andrles 

ti 

30 

1 

n  tt  tt 

it 

TJhip-poor-will 

tt 

1 

1 

Ab ino  B ay , Ont , 

Renfrews  rep.  McCanns 

*  Acadian  Flycatcher 

tt 

1-30 

2 

tt  tt  tt 

McCanns 

(42) 


Hot  error  thy  Records  (con*t . ) 


Clive-s.  Flycatcher 

Jun 

e  1 

1 

Thruway-6amp  Rd. 

Bourne 

Short-b,  Marsh  Wren 

h 

23 

1 

Bear  Lake,  near  Cassad- 

iga  Parker 

Loggerhead  Shrike 

tt 

11 

1 

Sturgeon  Pt, 

Bourne 

El.  &  Wh .  Warbler 

tt 

2 

2 

Taylor  Hollow  Rd. 

Me Shane  et  al 

Prothonotrry  Warbler  " 

1 

1 

Ny e  Rd • ,  Ont • 

Ronfrews  rep.  McCanns 

II 

30 

1 

tt  it  tt 

Andrlos 

Black-poll  Warbler 

It 

2L 

1 

Hickox  Rd. 

Bourne 

Yell o w-b r .  C hr. t 

It 

8 

1 

Onoville 

Rose he  et  al 

It 

23 

1 

Tonawanda  Indian  Res. 

Brockners 

♦Dickcissel 

II 

4 

1 

Elma 

Rosche  et  al 

Addendai  : 

Red-throated  Loon 

Apr 

• 

"\3 

CO 

2 

Shadigee 

Brockners 

D.-cr.  Cormorant 

May 

12 

1 

Stafford* s  Pont 

McCanns,  Tulinoffs 

Hulsonian  Curlew 

tt 

26 

1 

Can.  shore  Lake  Erie 

Caul,  Windsor,  et  al 

Wood  Thrush 

Apr 

*  24F 

1 

Jamestown 

F.  Elderkin 

Yellow  Warbler 

ft 

23F 

1 

Mayville 

F.  Elderkin,  Hiller 

tt 

24 

1 

Ashville 

Beal 

1 

rvcllsville 

Me Mur try 

Black-thr.  Blue  Warbler 

Apr.  27 

'  F 

1  Fprest  Lawn 

Nathan  et  al 

Blackburnian  Warbler  A; 

pr,  27F 

tt  it 

ii  n  tt 

Species  and  subsp  ecios  previously  recorded  239  (including  Whip-poor- 

will  from  May  Bifd 
Count) 

Additional  species  and  subspecies  recorded  in  this  issue  2 
Total  to  date  241 


PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 

The  follovdng  meetings  are  at  8:00  P.M.  on  Wednesdays  in  the  Humboldt  Room  of 
the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science. 

Sept*  25  -  "Some  Aspects  of  Bird  Photography",  illustrated  vrith  recent  color  slides 
-  Robert  F,  Andrle,  Report  of  Shore  Bird  Count  -  Leader:  Arthur 
Schaffner,  Plans  for  Fall  Bird  Count  -  Loader:  Walter  Klabunde, 

Oct,  9  -  Annual  Meeting,  Sanctuary  Committee  Program.  Report  of  Breeding  Bird 
Count  -  Bernard  Nathan,  Report  of  AOU  Convention  -  Harold  Mitchell, 
Oct,  23  -  Report  of  Fall  Bird  Count  -  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Klabunde,  Book  Review  - 
Marie  Wcndl ing • 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

The  following  trips  sre  on  Sundays  unless  otherwise  mentioned; 

Every  Saturday  through  Oct.  19  -  Bird  walk  in  Delaware  Park.  Meet  at  Windsor  and 
Rumscy  Road  at  7  A.M. 

Sept.  29  -  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie  for  fall  warblers  -  Leader:  Clark  Beardsleo 
(BE.  7707).  Meet  at  Peace  Bridge  at  7  A.M. 

Oct.  13  -  Fall  Bird  Count  -  Leaders:  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Walter  Klabunde,  Creek  Road 
Extension,  R.D.  1,  Lewiston,  N.Y.  (Lewiston  6-2424). 

Oct.  20  -  Canada  for  Sharp-tailed  Sparrows  -  Loader:  Bernard  Nathan  (PA.  9069), 
Meet  cat  Peace  Bridge  at  7:30  A.M.  (D.S.T.). 

*  *  *  3*1  *  * 

Please  mail  your  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  third  day  of  the 
following  month  to  Cyril  T,  Wolf ling.  Box  87,  Alden,  N.Y. 

EDITOR:  Ray  McCann,  59  Anderson  Place,  Buffalo  22,  New  York 
TREASURER:  Ray  Kirsch,  159  Pleasant  icte . ,  Hamburg,  N.Y. 
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Fubid'ghod  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society, Inc* 
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THE  MONTH 


July  was  close  to  ideal  weather,  with  few  extremes,  the  temperature  being 
about  rno  degree  below  normal  and  the  rainfall  a  half  inch  above *  Shorebirds 
soared  to  be  present  in  good  numbers,  and  Caspian  Terns  were  somewhat  more  common 
than  usual*  The  pair  of  Acadian  Flycatchers  again  remained  throughout  the  breeding 
season  at  Abino  Bay,  Ontario*  Of  special  interest  was  the  presence  of  two  or  three 
Huffs*  One  of  those,  an  adult  male  that  still  retained  a  good  deal  of  its  nuptial 
plumage,  stayed  for  several  days  'during  which  it  was  seen  by  many  observers*  An 
adult  female  was  collected,  the  first  of  this  species  to  be  taken  in  the  Niagara 


Fr o nt i o r  Ar ea  * 


Harold  H.  Amtell 


NOTF  DRTKY  HE  CORDS 


*  -  indicates  first 

record  for 

4-Vv 

e*  a  iv 

yeor 

F  -  "  “ 

ii 

It 

it 

migration 

American  Bridge  on 

July 

23 

1 

Mohawk  I s •  (Oul 1  Is.), Ont . 

Andrlo,  Gamble, 
Thill 

Canvas -back 

n 

2 

5 

M  e  Nab ,  Ont* 

Schaffner 

Scaup  ? 

it 

2 

25 

it  it 

ii 

Ho oded  Merganser 

it 

2 

1 

Virgil , Ont • 

Schaffner, Lancaster 

/nor.  Merganser 

it 

4 

2 

Ro  ckho use  P t  • , Ont . 

Schaffner 

ii 

21 

8 

it  it  ii 

Mitchell  et  al 

ii 

28 

5 

ii  ii  it 

it  tt 

Osprey 

it 

25 

1 

Gainesville 

Smith 

Hungarian  Fart • 

ii 

2 

2 

McNab , Ont • 

Schaffner 

Ringed  Plover 

it 

o 

CO 

1 

Jaeger  Rocks , Ont • 

Schaffner , Nathan 

t! 

22 

1 

ii  it  ii 

Schaffner 

It 

23 

4 

Ro  ckhouse  Pt • , Ont • 

Brockners 

Black-boll.  Plover 

It 

31? 

25 

Sugar  Loaf, Ont* 

Neff  rep.  Mitchell 

aids on* s  Snipe 

II 

31 

1 

Kent  Switch 

Knott  rep.  Parker 

Kud s e:ii an  Curl o w 

It 

13F 

1 

Bird  Is.  Pier 

Filer  rop. 

Schaffner 
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Gctowcrthy  Records  (con*t.) 
Solitary  Sandp  iper 


July  16F 
"  22 


Greater  Yellow- logs 
Lesser  Yellow-lo^s 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

Least  Sandp  iper 


n 

it 

it 

it 

it 

n 

it 

it 

ti 

it 

ti 

it 


22 

28 

23F 

28 

1  V'P 

JL  Ol' 

21 

22 

20F 

21 

22 

2F 

4 


2 

1 

1 

8 

2 

4 

12 

25 

1 

6 

3 

1 

5 


Jaeger  Rocks,  Ont. 

ti  ti  it 


Schaffner 

Schaf fner, Brownstein 
Rockhouse  Ft., Ont.  ”  11 

Can. shore  Lake  Erie  Mitchell,  et  al 
Bflo .-Rockhouse  Pt.,Ont.  Brockncrs 
Can. shore  Lake  Erie  Mitchell  et  al 
Rockhouse  Ft., Ont.  Schaffner 
Can. shore  Lake  Erie  Mitchell  et  al 
Rockhouse  Ft., Ont.  Schaffner ,Brownstein 

"  w  "  Schaffner,  Nathan 

Can.  shore  Lake  Erie  Mitchell  et  al 
Rockhouse  Ft . ,Ont •  Schaf fner ,Brownst ein 

Jaeger  Rocks , Ont •  Schaffner 

Rockhouse  Ft .  ,Ont .  11 


ti 

13 

14 

tt  ti  tt 

tt 

E.  D o'Witcher 

it 

20F 

1 

Morgan  Ft., Ont. 

Schaffner,  Nathan 

ii 

23 

1 

Bflo .-Rockhouse  Ft . 

,Ont.  Brockncrs 

it 

26 

1 

Jaeger  Roc ks, Ont . 

Schaffner,  Brownstein 

*Stilt  Sandpiper 

tt 

20F 

1 

Rockhouse  Ft . ,0nt • 

Schaffner 

ti 

22 

1 

ti  tt  tt 

Schaf fner, Brownstein 

tt 

27 

1 

tt  it  it 

Andrle 

ti 

27 

1 

Ft.  Rhino, Ont. 

Schaffner,  Nathan, 

Brownstein 

Semi palm.  Sandpiper 

ti 

13F 

1 

Rockhouse  Ft., Ont. 

Schaffner 

ti 

21 

3 

Con. shore  Lake  Erie 

Mitchell  et  al 

tt 

23 

10 

Bflo. -Rockhouse  Ft. 

,0nt.  Brockners 

*Y.'c  stern  S  andp  iper 

it 

21 

1 

Can. shore  Lake  Erie 

Mitchell,  Nathan  et  a! 

*kuff 

it 

ro 

O 

t 

ro 

ro 

1 

Roc khou  s  e  Ft . , Ont . 

Schaffner,  Nat han , 

Caul  et  al 

tt 

21 

2 

tt  ii  tt 

North 

it 

26 

l(collected) 

Yacht  Harbor,  Ont. 

Andrle,  Axt el  1,S chaff: 

Brownstein 

Gt.  Black-b.  Gull 

ti 

4 

2 

Rockhouse  Ft . ,0nt • 

Schaffner 

Caspian  Tern 

ti 

4F 

4 

it  ii  ti 

tt 

tt 

14 

2 

Ontario  Beach 

Euckland,  Janiec 

(ilonroo  Co.) 

it 

22 

2 

Rockhouse  Ft., Ont. 

Schaffner 

ti 

27 

2 

Ft,  .u.bino,0nt  • 

Schaf fner, Nat han. 

Brownstein 

it 

28 

5 

Mohawk  Is. (Gull  Is, 

),0nt.  Andrle,  Gamble, 

Thill 

Short-eared  Owl 

tt 

many  ti: 

nes 

1  Abino  Bay, Ont. 

McCanns 

Acadian  Flycatcher 

all 

.  mo. 

2 

ti  tt"  it 

tt 

Tufted  Titmouse 

ti 

25 

1 

Goose  Creek(Chaut . 

Lake)  Parker 

Carolina  ITren 

tt 

28-31 

2 

Creekside  Dr .,11.  Falls  Heilborns 

tt 

22-29 

1 

H  o 1 1 o way  B ay , Ont . 

Means  rep.  McCanns 

ti 

30 

1 

Abino  Bay, Ont. 

K.  McCann, F.M.  Rew 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

it 

22 

1 

Abino  Bay, Ont. 

McCanns 

Irothonotary  Tfarb  • 

tt 

4 

1 

Ft  •  Ab ino  St  a . , Ont . 

Schaffner 

Furp  lo  Finch 

tt 

8 

1 

Gainesville 

Smith 

Junco 

tt 

2 

1 

Chestnut  Ridge  Fk. 

Avery s 

Species  and  subspecies  previously  recorded  241 

additional  species  and  subspecies  recorded  in  this 

issue  3 

1  to  k"te  24^t 
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FROGItAM  -  MEETINGS 


Tho  following  meetings  are  at  8:00  P.M.  on  Wednesdays  in  the  Humboldt  Room  of 
the  Buffalo  ilusoum  of  Science. 

Sept.  25  -  "Some  Aspects  of  Bird  Photography",  illustrated  with  recent  color  slides 
-  Robert  F.  Andrle*  Report  of  Shore  Bird  Count  -  Leader:  Arthur 
Schaffner.  Plans  for  Fall  Bird  Count  -  Leader:  Walter  Klabunde. 

Oct.  9  -  Annual  Meeting.  Sanctuary  Committee  Program.  Report  of  Breeding  Bird 
Count  -  Bernard  Nathan •  Report  of  AOU  Convention  -  Harold  Mitchell. 

Oct.  23  -  Report  of  Fall  Bird  Count  -  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Klabunde.  Book  Review  -  Marie 
Wendl  ing  • 

Nov.  13  -  Symposium  -  White-winged  Culls  -  Leader:  Harold  Mitchell. 

Nov.  27  -  No i  meeting. 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

The  following  trips  are  on  Sundays  unless  otherwise  mentioned. 

Every  Saturday  through  Oct.  19  -  Bird  walk  in  Delaware  park.  Meet  at  Windsor  and 
Rumsey  Road  at  7  A.M. 

Sept.  29  *-  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Eric  for  fall  warblers  -  Leader:  Clark 
Beardslco  (EE.  7707).  Meet  at  Peace  Bridge  at  7  A.M. 

Cdt.  13  -  Fall  Bird  Count  -  Leaders:  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Walter  Klabunde,  Creek  Road 
Extension,  R.D.  1,  Lewiston,  N.Y.  (Lewis ton  6-2424). 


Oct.  20  -  Canada  for  Sharp-tailed  Sparrows  -  Loader:  Bernard  Nathan  (PA.  9069). 
Meet  at  peace  Bridge  at  7:30  A.M.  (D.S.T.) 

Nov.  3  -  ""ilson,  Ontario  Plain,  etc.  -  Leader:  Harold  Axtell  (GR.  4100) ^  Meet  at 
University  Plaza  at  7  A*M.  ; 

Nov.  17  -  YHiite -winged  Gull  Trip  ±  Leader:  Harold  Mitchell  (SP.  8612).  Meet  at 
leace  Bridge  at  9  A.M. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 


President 
Vioe-Presid ent 
Treasurer 

Recording  Secretary 
C orre spending  Sec ret ary 
Librarian 
Statisticians 


Robert  Andrle 
Robert  Coggeshall 
Ray  Kirsch 
Mrs.  M.W.  Dietrich 
Mrs.  M.H.  Abrams 
Marie  Wcndling 
Clark  Beards lee 
Bernard  Nathan 


Jjt  S$t  jlc  *  * 

T LEASE  MAIL  your  records  for  each  month  not  later  then  the  third  day  of  the 
following  month  to  Cyril  T.  Wolfling,  Box  87,  widen,  N.Y. 

EDITOR:  Ray  McCann,  59  Anderson  Place,  Buffalo  22,  N.Y. 

TREASURER:  Hay  Kirsch,  159  Pleasant  Avo.,  Hamburg,  N.Y. 
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Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithologi cal  Society,  Inc. 

'  8  LIBRARY 

Buffalo,  Few  York 

L  . . DEC  2 . 1957"'"” 

THE  TvIONTE 

August  was  pleasant,  with  the  temperature  1.6  degrees  below  the  mean  and  a 
total  precipitation  of  only  1.11  inches,  which  is  1.43  below  normal.  The  water 
level  of  Lake  Erie  is  low  again  this  year,  providing  conditions  that  are  especially 
attractive  to  shore-birds,  which,  as  was  to  be  expected,  were  present  throughout 
August  in  good  numbers  and  variety.  By  the  end  of  the  month  the  southward  migra¬ 
tion  of  warblers  and  other  small  land  birds  from  the  North  had  gotten  off  to  a  good 
start.  At  about  the  same  time  the  usual  thousands  of  Black  Terns  had  assembled 
from  far  and  wide  in  the  general  vicinity  of  the  Peace  Bridge  to  food  on  the  newly- 
transformed  caddis  flies  that  flutter  above  the  surface  of  the  water.  This  annual 
swarm  of  Black  Terns  is  one  of  the  great  avian  spectacles  that  contribute  to  the 
special  fascination  of  birding  in  the  Niagara  Frontier.  Unofficial  reports  indicate 
that  more  than  the  usual  number  of  feeding  station  operators  have  become  hosts  to 
Carolina  Wrens  that  first  showed  up  in  August  * —  apparently  another  stage  of  tho 
increase  in  our  territory  of  this  most  welcome  bird. 

Harold  H.  Axtell 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 
|  - - - - - - - .......  _■  — — 


*  -  indicates  first 

record  f 

'or  the 

year 

F  -  «  « 

tt 

tt  tt 

migration 

Grcen-w.  Teal 

Aug 

;  3 

1 

Rockhouse  P^.,  Onti 

Schaffner 

Bald  Eagle 

it 

31 

1 

tt  tt  tt 

n 

*Oolden  Rlovor 

it 

29F 

2 

Mather  Park )  Ont. 

If 

Black-boll  Plover 

tt 

31 

18 

Reservoir,  Queenston,Ont * 

Salisbury,  Lowe 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

tt 

IT 

9 

1 

Morgan  Pt*,  ’Ont* 

Sbhaffnor 

Kudsbnian  CurloW 

tt 

i5R 

5 

Gainesville 

Smith 

*Knot 

tt 

21F 

1 

Rockhous  e  Pt . , Ont . 

Andrle 

it 

25 

3 

it  tt  tt 

Brockner 

W.-rump  Sandpiper 

tt 

14F 

1 

Yacht .Harbor,  Ont. 

Schaffner 

Stilt  Sandpiper 

it 

2 

2 

Rockhous  e  Pt  • , Ont • 

Andrle,  Thill 

tt 

18 

2 

it  «  n 

Andrles 

it 

21 

3 

tt  ti  tt 

Andrle 

Western  Sandpiper 

tt 

18 

1 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Andrles 
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N o t oworthy  Records  ( c o n f t  • ) 


Sr'ndorling 

Aug. 

3  F 

1 

Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt. 

Schaffner 

tt 

25 

27 

tt  tt  tt 

Brockner 

Black  Tern 

ti 

29 

5000 

Fort  Erie,0nt. 

Schaffner 

Carolina  1  ron 

all 

month 

1 

Creokside  Drive, 

Nia.  Falls 

Heilborn 

ft 

3 

1 

Crescent  Ave., Buffalo 

Andrle 

Olive-b •  Thrush 

it 

31F 

1 

Delaware  Park 

Mitchell  et  al 

Philadelphia  Vireo 

tt 

31F 

1 

tt  n 

tt  tt 

Golden-w*  Warbler 

tt 

31L 

1 

tt  tt 

it  tt 

Tones  see  Warbler 

t! 

31F 

1 

tt  tt 

«  tt 

Cape  May  Warbler 

tt 

31 

12 

Morgan  Point , Ont • 

Schaffner  et  al 

Myrtle  Warbler 

tl 

31F 

2 

Delaware  Park 

Mitchell  et  al 

Bay-br.  Warbler 

t! 

31 

6 

Mo r g a n  Point, Ont . 

Schaffner  et  al 

Black-poll  Wrarbler 

tt 

31 

10 

tt  tt  tt 

tt  tt 

Nor.  Waterthrush 

tt 

4F 

1 

Rockhouse  Point, Ont. 

Schaffner 

B1 . -capped  Warbler 

tt 

24F 

1 

Bird  Is. 

Mitchell , Nathan, 

Samuels 

*White-w.  Crossbill 

tt 

25 

1 

Morgan  Pt.,0nt. 

Mitchell 

Species  and  subspecies 

previously  recorded; 

244 

Additional  species 

and 

subspecies  r 
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Addenda : 

Bald  Eagle 

June 

9 

3 

Derby 

Dash, Larkin,  rep. 

Mitchell 

Pinged  Plover 

tt 

23 

1 

Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt. 

Mitchell 

CANADIAN  SHORE  OF  LAKE  ERIE  -  AUGUST  4,  1957 

The  same  July  weather  that  has  induced  many  Buffalonians  to  spend  their  summer 
at  home  apparently  has  influenced  the  shorebirds  to  do  the  same.  A  very  slight 
movement  was  observed  along  the  Canadian  shore  on  the  August  fourth  field  trip. 

During  the  previous  night  a  thunderstorm  had  cleared  the  humid  air,  and  the 
sun-wind-touched  beaches  were  welcome  relief  to  the  ten  observers.  The  summer 
residents,  Killdeer  and  "Spotties11 ,  darted  among  the  first  fall  migrants.  Ruddy 
Turnstones,  Sanderlings,  Pectoral  and  Stilt  Sandpipers,  and  the  more  numerous 
"peeps”.  Mallards,  Blacks,  one  Rcd-breostod  Merganser,  Eluo-winged  and  one  Green- 
winged  Teal,  together  with  be reaming  hordes  of  Ring-billed,  Herring,  and  Bonaparte* s 
Gulls,  Common  Terns,  and  Black  Terns  provided  study  of  molting  variations.  One 
immature  Casp  ian  cousin  headed  into  the  wind  his  distinctive  profile. 

Rockhouse  Point  showed  Yellow  Warbler,  Northern  Waterthrush,  Redstart, 
Bobolinks,  andSavannah  Sparrows .  A  Meadowlark,  flushed  ff  am  his  private  Lake  Erie 
pool,  returned  at  noontime  to  demonstrate  how  Sturnolia  magna  bathes  and  preens. 

On  tho  'way  home  only  a  pair  of  Baltimore  Orioles  enlivened  Nye  Road;  at  a  bend 
in  the  King’s  Highway  an*  Upland  Sandpiper  raised  the  day’s  count  to  seventy 
species • 

P.S,  WARNING]  To  all  those  who  have  enjoyed  sitting  in  the  grass  as  you  watch 
the  shore  or  eat  your  lunch,  BEWARE  I  CKIGGERS  have  invaded  and  successfully  taken 
Rockhouse  Point.  From  one  who  knows  ] 
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Gertrude  G.  Webster,  leader 
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In  1937  the  New  Y  r.;  City  Department  of  Parks  removed  ten  one-ton  truckload 
of  dead  Starlings  from  the  dome  of  Grant T s  Tomb.  The  birds  had  entered  the  dome 
through  a  ventilating  fretwork  and  had  been  unable  to  find  their  way  out. 
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PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 

The  following  meetings  arc  at  8:00  P.M.  on  YTodnesdnys  in  the  Humboldt  Room  of 
the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science, 


November  13  -  Symposium  -  VJhitc-winged  Gulls  -  Leader:  Harold  Mitchell 
November  27  -  No  mooting. 


December  11 


Deocmber  25 


Birds  in  Art  -  Speaker  -  Fred  Hall.  Plans  for  Christmas  Bird  Count  - 
Leader:  Eugenio.  Pro. amassing • 

No  meeting.  Merry  Christmas  to  all  l 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 
The  following  field  trips  arc  on  Sundays. 

November  17  -  Fihito-winged  Gull  Trip  -  Loader:  Harold  Mitchell  (SP.  8612).  Meet  at 

Peace  Bridge  at  9  A.M. 

December  1  -  Field  trip  to  bo  announced  later. 

December  22  -  Christmas  Bird  Count  -  Leader:  Eugenia  Praemassing  (AT.  1618), 

87  Linden  Avenue,  Buffalo  14,  Now  York 


*  *  *  *  *  *  * 


Please  mail  your  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  third  day  of  the 
following  month  to  Cyril  T.  Rolf ling.  Box  87,  Aldon,  New  York 

EDITOR:  Ray  McCann,  59  Anderson  Place,  Buffalo  22,  New  York 

TREASURER:  Ray  Kirsch,  159  Pleasant  Avenue,  Hamburg,  New  York 
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Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society,  Inc. 

Buffalo j  New  York 

THE  MONTH 

The  average  temperature  for  September  was  exactly  normal,  and  the  monthly 
rainfall  less  than  an  inch  above  the  mean*  There  were  no  storms  to  bring  extra¬ 
territorial  birds  to  us.  Among  the  shorebirds,  the  numbers  of  Baird*s  and  Stilt 
Sandpipers  were  especially  noteworthy.  Only  a  few  individuals  of  Golden  Plover  were 
seen  in  the  fields  of  Grand  Island  instead  of  the  large  flocks  observed  there  during 
September  in  recent  years.  A  few  hundred  Bonaparte *s  Gulls  were  present,  in  con¬ 
trast  to  the  several  thousand  in  most  Septembers.  No  Little  Gull  could  be  found. 

The  Common  Terns  had  a  somewhat  more  successful  breeding  season  locally  than  last 
year,  which  was  exceptionally  poor.  The  warbler  migration  seemed  to  bring  some¬ 
what  smaller  flocks  than  we  customarily  find,  although  fair  numbers  wore  present 
during  more  than  the  usual  number  of  days.  Many  field  observers  have  commented  on 
the  current  movement  of  Red-breasted  Nuthatches,  Purple  Finches  and  Pine  Siskins, 
all  of  which  .are  irregular  in  their  migrations.  Among  the  most  unusual  birds  re¬ 
ported  were  a  White-winged  Crosshill  which  appeared  to  be  in  juvenal  plumage,  and  a 
Parasitic  Jaeger  --  one  of  the  most  sought-for  birds  in  our  area  when  September 
comes  around. 

Harold  H.  Axtell 
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Noteworthy  Records  (con’t,) 
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4 

Rockhouse  Pt,,Ont. 
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tt 
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1 
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Mitchell  et  al 

it 
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K.  McCann 
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tt 

19 
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tt  it  tt 

ti  it 
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tt 

24  F 

1 

Can.shore  L.Erie 
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tt 
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2 
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month 
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Coggeshall 
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Olive-b,  Thrush 
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15 

3 

Can* shore  L.Erie 

Coggeshall 

it 

17 

6 

Ab i no Bay, Ont • 

K.  McCann 

tt 

19 

4 

tt  tt  tt 

tt  tt 

Gray-ch*  Thrush 

tt 

19F 

2 

AbinoBay,Ont • 

tt  tt 

it 

24 

3 
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Coggeshall 

Veery 

tt 

4L 
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Mitchell  et  al 

tt 

14L 
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it  tt 
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tt 

17F 

2 

tt  it  tt 

tt  tt 

Pipit 

tt 

14F 
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Erie  Beach, Ont* 

Norths 

tt 

15 

1 

Can. shore  L*  Erie 
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tt 

25 

1 

Batavia 

Buckland 

Yellow-th*  Vireo 

it 

24 

1 

Gainesvillo 

Smith 

tt 

28L 

1 

Abino  Bay, Ont* 

McCanns,  Renfrews,  Rew 
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tt 

14 

12 

Jamestown 

Mealy 

Philadelphia  Vireo 

tt 

7 

1 

Morgan  Pt., Ont* 

Schaffncr ,Axtells, Nathan 

tt 

14 

1 

Abino  Bay, Ont* 

K.  McCann 

tt 

17 

1 

tt  n'  tt 

tt  tt 

tt 

19L 

10 

tt  tt  n 

tt  tt 
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tt 

19 

1 

tt  tt  tt 

tt  tt 

tt 

23L 
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Beal 
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tt 

19 

1 

Abino  Bay, Ont. 
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tt 
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tt 
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Indigo  Bunting 

tt 

25 

1 

Hamburg 

Avery 

PUr pi o  Finch 

tt 

1 

12 

Can* shore  L.  Erie 
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tt 
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Pine  Siskin 

tt 

27F 
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Morgan  rt.,Ont* 

McCanns,  Rew,  Renfrews 
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PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 

The  following  meetings  are  at  8:00  P.M.  on  Wednesdays  in  the  Humboldt  Room  of 
the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science* 

November  13  -  Symposium  -  White -winged  Gulls  -  Leader:  Harold  Mitchell 
November  27  -  No  meeting* 
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Prof, rani  -  Mooting s  ( c on * t •  ) 

l}oc  ember  11  -  Birds  in  Art  -  Snooker  -  Fred  Hall,  Plans  for  Christmas  Bird  Count  - 

Loader:  Eugenia  Prnenassing. 

Deb ember  25  -  Ho*  meeting.  -  Merry  Christmas  to  all  I 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 
The  following  field  trips  are  on  Sundays. 

November  17  -  Mhite-winged  Gull  Trip  -  Leader:  Harold  Mitchell  (SP.  8612).  Meet  at 

Peace  Bridge  at  9  A*M. 

December  1  -  East  of  .Buffalo  _  Leader  Edward  Ulrich  (PA.  8896).  Meet  at 

University  Plaza  at  8  A.M. 

December  22  -  Christmas  Bird  Count  -  Leader:  Eugenia  Praemassing  (AT.  1618),  87 

Linden  Avenue,  Buffalo  14,  New  York 


NUT  MEMBERS 


The  Society  welcomes  the  following  new  members: 

Donald  Abbott  -  2739  South  Ave.  -  Niagara  Falls,  N.Y. 

Mrs.  Clark  S.  Beardslee  -  132  McKinley  Ave,  -  Kenmoro  17,  N.Y. 
Karl  F.  Jensen  -  9  D.  Street  -  Niagara  Falls,  N.Y. 

Richard  F.  Volland  -  19  Copsowocd  Ave.  -  Buffalo  15,  New  York 
Mrs.  Elsie  Y.'ebb  -  182  Stockbridge  Ave.  -  Buffalo  15,  New  York 


OFFICERS  OF  TI-IE  BUFFALO  QIAII  TiiOLQG  I  CAL  SOCIETY 


President 

Vi c  e*pr  e  s i d ent 

Treasurer 

Recording  Secretary 
Corresponding  Secretary 
Librarian 
Statisticians 


Robert  Cogge shall 
John  McCormick 
Mrs  t  Y.  alter  Klabunde 
Ilfs,  Martin  YT.  Dietrich 
Ina  Bill 
Marie  ’Tend ling 
Bernard  Nathan 
Robert  Andrle 


MEMBERS  OF  THE  COUNCIL  AND  TERMS  OF  OFFICE 


1955-1958 

Mrs.  YT.Yf,  Brockner 
Prod  Hall 
icav  McCann 

t/ 


1956-1959 

Mrs.  H.H.  Axtell 
Philip  Greene 
Mrs.  E.C.  Ulrich 


1957-1960 

Robert  Andrle 
Valter  Klabunde 
Kathryn  Praemassing 


Please  mail  your  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  third  day  of  the 
following  month  to  Cyril  T.  Molfling,  Box  87,  Alden,  Now  York 

EDITOR:  Ray  McCann,  59  Anderson  Place,  Buffalo  22,  New  York 

TREASURER:  Mrs.  Valter  Klabunde,  Creek  Road,  Extension,  R.D.  1,  Lewiston,  N.Y. 
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THE  MONTH 

This  ms  a  generally  ideal  October,  with  the  temperature  one  degree  below  normal, 
and  1*12  inches  of  rainfall,  which  is  1.37  inches  below  the  mean.  The  autumn 
foliage  colors  were  unusually  bright*  There  were  no  severe  storms.  Mockingbirds 
spending  the  summer  in  Westfield  stayed  into  October.  Again  this  fall>  Gray  Shrikes 
began  to  arrive  from  the  north  earlier  than  wo  formerly  expected  them.  Judging  by 
the  October  records,  it  looks  like  another  Evening  Grosbeak  winter;  it  is  good  to 
see  these  birds  that  once  wore  so  rare  in  the  East  now  occurring  with  increasing 
frequency.  Sharp-tailed  Sparrows  wore  soon  again  near  Stromness,  Ont . ,  and  for  the 
first  time  one  of  these  fall  migrants  vras  collected.  It  was  the  race  altera  from 
near  James  Bay*  Sight  identification  of  others  seen  indicates  that  most  of  our 
autumn  Sharp  -tails  are  of  this  race.  A  diurnal  migration  of  Horned  Grebes,  Ducks, 
Horned  Larks  and  Longspurs  was  observed  on  the  13th*  These  birds,  all  flying  low, 
wore  following  the  course  of  the  south  shore  of  Lake  Ontario  westward  t oward  the 
mouth  of  the  Niagara  River.  Another  record  of  Red-bellied  Yfoodpockor  on  the  Ontario 
Plain,  this  time  one  mile  southwest  of  Lyndonville,  is  of  interest,  suggesting  that 
this  species  may  bo  loss  rare  in  that  area  than  we  have  supposed. 

Harold  H.  Axtoll. 
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1 

Creekside  Dr., N. Falls 

Grav  Shrike 
». 

ii 

2.0F 

C 

Stromness,0nt . 

Red- eyed  Vireo 

it 

4L 

2 

Can. shore  Lake  Erie 

Brewster ’  s  vrarblcr 

n 

10-11 

1 

Gain© sville 

Tennessee  Warbler 

it 

4L 

5 

Can. shore  Lake  Eric 

I'M  s  hvi  lie  Warb  1  e  r 

it 

4 

2 

n  ii  it  ii 

n 

12 

1 

Ardmore  PI., Buffalo 

■  agnolia  Warbler 

it 

5 

1 

Hamburg 

it 

10 

7 

Gainesville 

Cape  May  T  arblcr 

ti 

10 

3 

tt 

B1  •  -th .  Gr .Warbler 

tt 

4 

1 

Can. shore  Lake  Erie 

n 

6 

2 

near  Well sville 

»t 

6L 

1 

Cliff  St • ,N •  Falls 

W.  Palm  Warbler 

ii 

4 

1 

Long  Ave • ,  Hamburg 

Com.  Yell owth-r oat 

ti 

3L 

2 

near  "  'ell sville 

♦Evening  Grosbeak 

tt 

18 

1 

near  Y'ell sville 

tt 

19 

2 

Forest  Lawn 

tt 

23 

15 

Jamestown 

tt 

27 

2 

Audubon  Refuge, Java 

♦Common  Redpoll 

ti 

31 

2 

Athol  Springs 

Pine  Siskin 

it 

4F 

20 

Con  .shore  Lake  Erie 

Savannah  Sparrow 

tt 

10 

4 

Gainesville 

Sharp-t •  Sparrow 

it 

20 

1 

Stromncss,Ont . 

ii 

21 

2 

ti  ti 

Vh.-cr.  Sp  arrow 

it 

21L 

1 

Hamburg 

Snow  Bunting 

it 

31F 

20 

Evangola  State  Pk. 

So  ecies  and  subspecies  previously 

recorded  252 

Additional  species 

and 

subspecies 

recorded  in  this  issue  S 

Total  to  date  258 


Addenda : 


♦White  Pelican 
Pigeon  Hawk 
Hungarian  Partridge 
♦Forster’s  Tern 
Vhito-th.Sp  arrow 


Sept.  29  1 

"  IF  1 
”1  5 

"11 
July  18  to  1 
Aug.  17 


P0rt  Colborne ,0nt . 
Rockhouse  Pt.,Ont. 

tt  »i  n 

ii  ii  ii 

Abino  Bay,Ont. 


Coggeshall 

Stanley 

IvicMurtry 

Andrle 

Mitchell  ct  al 
Rogerson 
Eeilborn 
Bourne 

it 

Avery 

Bentley 

Brockner 

it 

Eeilborn 
Nathan  et  al 
Coggeshall 
E.V.  Smith 
Coggeshall 

it 

Brockner 
Bourne 
E.V.  Smith 

ti 

Coggeshall 

McMurtry 

Rogerson 

Bourne 

McMurtry 

it 

Nathan , 

Elderkin 

TVcbb  rep  .  Mitchell 
Csout  rep.  Mitchell 
Coggeshall 
E.V.  Smith 
Nathan  et  al 
Coggeshall,  Andrle 
Avery 
Bourne 

(includes  American 
Scoter  and  Sharp¬ 
tailed  Sparrow  from 
Fall  Bird  Count) 


many  observers 
Mitchell  et  al 

it  ti  it 

it  ii  it 

Forster,  McCann 
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FALL  BIRD  COUNT  -  OCT .  13,  1957 


I.  WEATHER 

Tho  day  began  with  light  to  heavy  frost  in  most  areas.  Except  for  some 
fog  over  lakes,  and  river  in  early  morning  the  day  was  clear  and  sunny.  Light  to 
medium  winds  were  reported  from  LILT  to  TO  from  2  to  20  MKi,  The  temperature  rose 
as  high  as  65  degrees, 

II.  COURAGE 

.  m  i—  L  1  — 

Seventy  four  observers  covered  23  of  the  28  sectional  divisions.  Areas 
tfl,  t/\L6j  $17,  $19  and  $26  were  not  covered. 


III. 


TERRITORIES  MD  OBSERVERS 
The  following 


me  those  defined  by  the  "Sectional  Divisiohs 


territories 

of  Territory  of  tho  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society"  which  was  distributed  with 
The  Prothonotary  in  May  1956.  The  list  give's  the  number  of  each  territory  and  the 
name  of  a  place  in  the  territory.  Underlined  names  represent  the  compilers  for  each 
division. 


1.  Fonthill,  Ont .  -  not  covered. 

2.  Thorold,  Ont.  -  Mr.  and  Mrs,  halter  K lab unde,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richard  Bingham. 

3.  Mi I son  -  Mr,  Fred  T.  Hall 

4.  Middle  port  -  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Harold  II.  Axtell 

5.  Oak  Orchard  -  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edward  C.  Ulrich,  Mrs.  Mercedcth  Lovelace, 

6.  Fort  Maitland,  Ont.  -  Mr.  Bernard  Nathan,  Mr.  James  Braunborns ,  Mr.  Henry  Neff. 

7.  Lowbanks ,  Ont.  -  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  F.  Andtrle,  Mr.  Joseph  Thill 

8.  Fort  Erie,  Ont.  -  Miss  Mary  Louise  Emerson,  Miss  Heather  Thorpe,  Mr.  John  Filor, 

Mr.  Donald  Maxwell, 

9.  Grand  Island  -  Fir.  Harold  D.  Mitchell,  Miss  Jennie  S,  Graham,  MissEllcn  J. 

Windsor,  Miss  Elizabeth  Faul,  Mr.  Anthony  Krayna,  Mr.  Arthur 
Clark,  Mr,  Axel  Keilborn. 

10.  Akron  -  Mr.  Richard  Byron 

11.  Buffalo  -  Miss  Marjorie  Emerson,  Miss  Marie  Wendling 

12.  Lancaster  -  Miss  Marie  Wendling,  Miss  Margaret  Wendling,  Miss  Katrina  Schwenger, 

13.  Batavia  -  Mrs.  Ory  L.  Pixloy,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Russel  Annabal ,  (Mr.  Ted  Samuels. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Max  Mason,  Mrs.  Roy  Mason,  Mr.  Geo.  Mahoney. 

14.  Hamburg  -  Mr.  end  Mrs.  Raymond  C.  Kirsch,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arthur  C.  Brettle,  Mr. 

William  II .  Me  Shane 

15.  Java  -  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Winston  W.  Brockner 

16.  Angola  -  not  covered 

17.  Cattaraugus  -  not  covered 

18.  Delevan  -  Hr .  T . L .  Bourne ,  Mr.  E.J.  Moreshead 

19.  Fillmore  -  not  covered 

20.  Dunkirk  -  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Willard  F.  Stanley,  Miss  Teresa  Schober,  Dr.  and  Mrs. 

Elmer  Musacchio 

21.  Cherry  Creek  -  Mr.  Clarence  M.  Beal,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  O.G.  Burgeson,  Miss  Corinne 

Clark,  Miss  Marie  Fox,  Mr.  S.  Taylor,  Mr.  Carl  Belknap 

22.  Sherman  -  Mr.  Clarence  M.  Beal,  Miss  Annabelle  Hiller,  Mr.  Claude  Parker, 

Mr.  Robert  Ludwig,  Itr •  Gilbert  Randell,  Mr.  G.C.  Nelms 

23.  Frewsburg  -  same  as  territory  21. 

24.  Allegany  State  Park  -  Miss  Elma  Bowen 

25.  Allegany  -  Rr.  and  Mrs.  Stephen  W.  Eaton 

26.  Cuba  Reservoir  -  not  covered 

27.  Bolivar  -  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Walter  McMurtry,  Miss  Dorothy  Baker,  Mr.  Kenneth  Brandes, 

Mr.  Paul  Davis 

28.  Alfred  -  same  as  territory  27. 
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Fall  Bird  Count  (con't.) 

IV  •  SPECIES  RECORDED 

Figures  in  parentheses  indicate  territories  where  the  particular  species 
was  most  abundant, 

*  -  indicates  the  first  record  for  the  year,  F  the  first  for  the  migration,  and  L 
the  ln.st  for  the  migration 


Common  Loon 

15 

Herring  Gull 

1922 

Horned  Grebe 

200 

(2,4) 

Ring-b,  Gull 

9375 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

93 

(22) 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

61 

(9) 

Gr,  Blue  Heron 

21 

Common  Tern 

25 

(9) 

Green  Heron  L 

2 

(10,12) 

Rock  Dove 

42 

B,-cr,  Night  Heron 

2 

(20) 

Mourning  Dove 

84 

(21) 

Canada  Goose 

189 

(5) 

Black-b,  Cuckoo 

L 

1 

(5) 

Mallard 

1226 

(5) 

Screech  Owl 

4 

(11) 

Black  Duck 

402 

(5)9) 

Great  Horned  Owl 

3 

Pintail 

159 

(5) 

Belted  Kingfisher 

18 

Green-w,  Teal 

20 

Flicker 

16 

Blue-w.  Teal 

174 

(5) 

Pileated  Hoodpecker 

3 

(5,22,27) 

American  T7idgeon 

1955 

(5) 

Red-bollied  Hdpkr. 

1 

(4) 

Shoveller 

21 

(5) 

Red-headed  Hdpkr. 

2 

(3,12) 

Hood  Duck 

71 

(9) 

Yellow-b,  Sap  sucker 

3 

(2,7) 

Redhead  F 

25 

(5) 

Hairy  Hoodpecker 

30 

Ring-necked  Duck 

3 

(9) 

Downy  Hoodpecker 

85 

Greater  Scaup 

1220 

(2) 

Phoebe 

12 

(5) 

Lesser  Scaup 

4 

(9) 

Prairie-Horn,  Lark 

351 

(4) 

’"hite-w.  Scoter  F 

20 

(4) 

Tree  Swallow 

L 

1 

(6) 

American  Scoter  * 

3 

(4) 

Blue  Jay 

163 

Ruddy  Duck 

34 

(2,5) 

Crow 

1861 

Red-br,  Merganser 

19 

(4) 

Black— c •  Chickadee 

667 

Turkey  Vulture 

10 

(15) 

Tufted  Titmouse 

5 

(25,27) 

Sharp- sh.  Hawk 

3 

(21) 

1’’hite-br.  Nuthatch 

58 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

23 

Red-br,  Nuthatch 

11 

Rod- should.  Hawk 

8 

Brown  Creeper 

15 

Rough- leg.  Hawk 

2 

(13,27) 

House  Hr on 

4 

(7) 

Bald  Eagle 

1 

(5) 

Hinter  '"ren 

7 

Marsh  Hawk 

25 

Carolina  Hr on 

4 

(22) 

Sparrow  Hawk 

31 

Long-b,  Marsh  ’"ren 

12 

(6) 

Ruffed  Grouse 

4 

Sho  rt -b •  Mar shHren 

L 

1 

(6) 

Pheasant 

104 

Catbird 

L 

4 

(10) 

Sora  L 

1 

(6) 

Robin 

1583 

Florida  Gallinule 

2 

(9) 

Hermit  Thrush 

41 

Coot 

311 

(21,22) 

01ive-b,  Thrush 

5 

Ringed  Plover  L 

6 

(20) 

Gray-ch,  Thrush 

L 

1 

(12) 

Killdeer 

558 

Bluebird 

167 

(4,14) 

Golden  Plover 

2 

(7) 

Goldon-cr.  Kinglet 

390 

Black-bell,  Plover 

48 

(7,8) 

Ruby-cr,  Kinglet 

203 

Hocdcock 

3 

Pipit 

18 

(9) 

Hi Is on’s  Snipe 

45 

(9,21) 

Cedar  Haxwing 

72 

(14,20) 

Spotted  Sandpiper  L 

1 

(12) 

Starling 

38,821 

(11) 

Greater  Yellow-legs 

11 

0) 

Nashville  Harbler 

L 

2 

(2,12) 

Lesser  Yellow-legs  L 

29 

(13) 

Magnolia  Harbler 

L 

2 

(12,14) 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

40 

(6) 

Myrtle  Harbler 

493 

H,-rump.  Sandpiper 

9 

(7) 

W,  Palm  Warbler 

2L 

6 

(20) 

Red-bkd,  Sandpiper 

70 

(8) 

House  Sparrow 

1,985 

Semipalm,  Sandpiper  L 

2 

(7,8) 

E .  Meadowlark 

487 

Sandorling 

71 

(6,7,8) 

Red-w,  Blackbird 

32,368 

(6) 

Gt.  Black-b,  Gull 

8 

(2,5) 

Rusty  Blackbird 

1,576 

(57) 
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Fall  Bird  Count  (con’t.) 

(Species 

Recorded) 

Crackle 

1,487 

Slate-col.  Junco 

906 

Cowbird 

1,854 

Tree  Sparrow 

5 

(3,13) 

Cardinal 

36 

Chipping  Sparrow 

14 

Rose-br.  Grosbeak 

1 

(22) 

Fpeld  Sparrow 

121 

(22) 

Purple  Finch 

45 

(6,13) 

Fh , - c  r .  Sparrow 

177 

(5) 

Fine  Siskin 

72 

(3) 

Fh • -t  h •  Spa  r r  ow 

316 

Goldfinch 

626 

Fox  Sparrow 

4 

(6,7,20) 

Eastern  Towhee 

10 

Lincoln’s  Sparrow 

2 

(12) 

Savannah  Sparrow  L 

81 

Swamp  Sparrow 

66 

(s) 

Sharp-t .  Sp  arrow  * 

1 

(6) 

Song  Sparrow 

408 

Vesper  Sparrow 

143 

Lapland  Longspur 

F  8 

(4) 

Unidentified  ducks  4,285 

Unidentified  gulls  100 


124  species 
110,000  individuals 

Falter  Klabunde,  Leader 

GOOD  NETS  -  PROGRESS  REPORT  ON  MOSS  LAKE 

Nature  Conservancy  would  like  to  report  the  good  news  that  the  Moss  Lake 
Purchase  Fund  is  coming  along  most  gratifyingly .  We  have  now  raised  almost  $7,000. 
We  have  made  a  down  payment  of  $500.  and  the  legal  papers  are  being  drawn  up  for 
the  ultimate  transfer  of  the  property.  v'e  still  need  $3500.  Vr©  want  to  thank  all 
of  you  who  have  already  contributed  and  ask  those  who  haven’t  to  please  do  so.  If 
each  person  who  has  donated  would  ask  three  p  eople  he  knows  to  give  or  talk  to 
clubs  and  organizations  and  ask  for  donations,  we  would  have  our  goal.  We  are  so 
close  to  our  goal  that  we  hope  you  will  help  us  reach  it  during  January,  so  that 
we  don’t  have  to  borrow  money.  I  believe  that  with  a  little  effort  on  everyone’s 
part  we  can  have  a  spring  meeting  and  field  trip  at  Moss  Lake  and  announce  full 
ownership  of  the  property. 


Mrs.  F.F.  Brockner 
Local  Chairman 
Moss  Lake  Furchase  Fund 
Nature  Conservancy 


PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 


The  following  meetings  are  at  8:00  P.M.  on  Wednesdays  in  the  Humboldt  Room  of 


the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science. 

January  8  -  Report  of  Christmas  Bird  Count  -  Eugenia  Fraemassing.  Final  Report  of 
A.O.U.  Meeting  -  Harold  Mitchell.  "Names  of  Common  Birds  from  the 
New  A.O.U.  Checklist"  -  Speaker:  Harold  Axtell.  Bring  your  Peterson’s 
guide  and  several  pencils. 

January  22  -  "Florida  Bird  Pictures  taken  with  a  Balscope  Lens"  -  Speaker: 

Robert  Coggeshall. 


PROGRAM  -  TRirS 


The  following  field  trips  are  on  Sundays: 

(58) 
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Program  -  Trips  (con*t.) 


January  12  -  F.N.Y.S.B.C.  yraterbird  Count  -  Leader:  Harold  Mitchell  (SP.  8612), 
238  West  Royal  Fkwy . ,  Hilliamsville  21  ,  Now  York 

January  26  -  Lewiston  -  '  ilson  -  Leader:  Mary  Louise  Emerson  (LI.  0067)*  Meet  at 
Peace  Bridge  at  8  A.M# 


net:  members 

The  Society  welcomes  the  following  new  members: 

Nancie  B.  Greenman,  136  Princeton  Ave.,  Eggertsville  21,  New  York 
Stanley  J.  Hacie jewslri. ,  84  Cochrane  St.,  Buffalo  6,  New  York 


NOTE : 


The  partial  or  complete  extinction  of  many  races  and  sub-races  of  man  is 
historically  known .  Humboldt  saw  in  South  America  a  parrot  which  was  the  sole 
living  creature  that  could  sp  eak  a  word  of  the  language  of  a  lost  tribe# 

The  Descent  of  Man  -  Charles  Darwin 

OFFICERS  OF  THE  BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 


President 

Vice-President 

Treasurer 

Recording  Secretary 
Corresponding  Secretary 
Librarian 
Statisticians 


Robert  Coggeshall 
John  McCormick 
Mrs.  HA Iter  Klabunde 
Mrs.  Martin  T.r.  Dietrich 
Ima  Bill 
Marie  Uendling 
Bernard  Nathan 
Robert  Andrle 


MEMBERS  OF  THE  COUNCIL  AND  TERMS  OF  OFFICE 

1955-58 

1  Ir  s  •  T : .  V:'  •  Br  o  c  kne  r 
Fred  Hall 
Ray  McCann 


1956-59 

Mrs.  II. II.  Axtell 
Thilip  Greene 
Mrs.  E.C.  Ulrich 


,1957-60 
Robert  Andrle 
Halter  Klabunde 
Kathryn  Praemassing 


Tlease  mail  your  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  third  day  of  the 
following  month  to  Cyril  T.  Vfol fling.  Box  87,  Alden,  New  York 

EDITOR:  Ray  McCann,  59  Anderson  Flace,  Buffalo  22,  New  York 

TREASURER:  Mrs.  Halter  Klabunde,  Creek  Road,  Extension,  R.D.  1,  Lewiston,  New  York 
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Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society,  Inc. 

Buffalo ,  New  York 


THE  MONTH 

November  was  unusually  wet,  the  5.30  inches  of  precipitation  being  2.21  inches 
above  the  mean.  Although  the  temperature  was  nearly  one  degree  above  normal,  there 
were  two  destructive  snow  storms,  on  the  8th-9th  and  the  21st-22nd.  The  deepest 
snowr  as  usual  was  mostly  to  the  south  of  Buffalo.  The  month  was  an  interesting  one 
crnithologically.  More  than  the  usual  number  of  late  departure  dates  were 
recorded,  and  extraterritorial  wanderers  came  from  all  directions*  Tufted  Titmice 
and  Carolina  Wrens  were  more  frequent  than  in  most  years.  A  Harris’s  Sparro'7  and  a 
Dickcissel  made  history  in  the  birding  experiences  of  many  observers.  To  bird¬ 
watchers  in  general  the  month  was  notable  primarily  for  its  numbers  and  variety  of 
northern  finches  and  grosbeaks.  A  particularly  large  diurnal  migration  of  these 
birds,  along  with  several  hundred  Snow  Buntings,  was  observed  throughout  the 
morning  of  the  16th.  Migration  on  this  day  is  hard  to  explain,  since  it  was  one  of 
the  vrarmest  days  of  the  month,  otherwise  normal  for  November:  cloudy,  wind  S  to  F, 
averaging  about  15  mph.  These  birds,  in  many  flocks  of  various  sizes,  were  all 
migrating  westward,  following  the  American  shore  of  Lake  Ontario. 

A  well-known  local  avian  phenomenon  is  the  late  fall  and  winter  habit  of  ducks 
to  float  with  the  current  almost  to  the  Peace  Bridge  and  then  fly  up-current  to 
alight  in  Lake  Erie  and  float  down  again,  over  and  over*  The  ducks  that  do  this  are 
mostly  Goldcn«*oyes  and  Buff logheads,  with  lesser  numbers  of  Red-breasted  Mergansers, 
Old-squavrs,  Scoters,  and  American  Mergansers,  and  occasionally  one  or  two  other 
species;  This  fall  the  first  ducks  were  observed  doing  this  on  November  11.  The 
two  Harlequin  Ducks*  just  above  the  Canadian  Falls,  are  the  first  males  in  full 
adult  plumage  ever  recorded  in  the  Niagara  Frontier.  This  is  also  the  first  time 
that  two  Eared  Grebes  have  been  known  to  be  present  in  our  area  at  one  time;  the  two 
were  never  seen  together,  but  a  few  miles  apart. 

The  avian  spectacle  of  the  mohkh  was  beyond  all  doubt  the  swarm  of  gulls  ex¬ 
tending  along  the  Niagara  River  from  the  Upper  Rapids  to  Lake  Ontario.  After  a  very 
poor  September  flight  of  Bonaparte’s  Gulls,  about  4300  appeared  suddenly  Nov.  9, 
'while  the  big  storm  was  still  raging.  A  Little  Gull,  absent  this  year  from  the 
Sep  t ember  flight,  was  with  them.  Later  in  the  month,  Franklin’s  and  even  Laughing 
Gull,  among  others  of  interest,  were  also  reported.  But  to  represent  adequately  the 
numbers  of  gulls  during  mid-  and  late  November  would  tax  the  abilities  of  an  artist. 
I  can  only  report  numerical  estimates.  I  estimated  30,000,  mostly  Ring-billed, 
Herring,  and  Bonaparte’s  Gulls,  on  the  Niagara  River,  90%  of  which  were  on  the  lower 
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The  Month  ( c  on  * t • ) 


half  of  the  river*  About  half  of  these  (a  carefully  estimated  17,000  on  the  23rd) 
were  within  half  a  mile  of  the  Falls  and  the  Upper  Rapids,  Much  of  the  time  about 
30%,  of  the  gulls  Were  in  the  air,  70%,  resting*  These  figures  are  about  twice  my 
own  previous  largest  estimates  of  other  years.  The  spoctadular  effect  of  these 
numbers  was  one  to  command  the  attention  and  appreciation  of  any  lover  of  natures 

Harold  H,  Axtell 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


*  -  indicates  fipst 

record  for 

the  yei 

ar 

F  -  «  *« 

ti 

1  tt 

”  mi. 

gration 

L  -  n  last 
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CLARK  S.  BEARDS  LEE 


No  one  man  has  within  himself  the  faculty  of  properly  expressing  the  full 
measure  and  depth  of  character  of  Clark  S.  Beardslee,  Therefore,  wo  offer  the 
contributions  of  many  whose  life  exporiehces  have  boon  enriched  by  their  associa¬ 
tion  with  our  friend  and  member. 


*  * 

Clark  S.  Beardslee  was  born  the  son  of  a  clergyman  on  May  29,  1898#  He 
attended  Hartford  public  schools,  Andover  Academy,  and  Yale  University,  from  which 
he  graduated  in  1920.  During  7’orld  "  ar  I,  he  was  commissioned  as  a  lieutenant  in 
the  United  States  Field  Artillery.  He  came  to  Buffalo  in  1921  and  remained  here 
during  the  balance  of  his  life. 

Here  he  soon  found  the  good  birding  locations  and,  vrithin  a  short  time, 
started  making  the  friendships  which  mounted  with  the  years.  In  the  field  he  met 
Harold  D.  Mitchell.  Through  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  and  in  the  field  he  met 
John  A.ldrich  and  Oardiner  Bump.  Tith  these  associates  and  with  James  Savage,  John 
Schmahl ,  Alfred  ’hander,  and  Ray  Verrill,  he  became  in  1929  a  founder  and  charter 
member  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society, 

i 

He  taught  the  Museum  bird  courses  for  adults.  Tfith  his  excellent  notes  and  by 
his  close  and  accurate  observations  in  the  field,  he  guided  many  people  onto  the 
path  of  accurate  and  sound  knowledge  of  ornithology, 

I 

f; 

He  served  as  president  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  for  five  terms. 
For  many  years  as  a  Statistician  he  checked  the  records  for  the  Society  and  also 
wrote  "The  Month"  for  The  Prothonotary .  His  articles  have  appeared  in  The  Mils on 
Bulletin,  ^lobbies,  and  The  Kingbird.  He  was  on  the  board  of  managers  of  the 
Buffalo  Society  of  Natural  Sciences  and  was  a  member  of  the  American  Ornithologists* 
Union,  the  ""ilson  Ornithological  Society,  and, the  Buffalo  Audubon  Society.  He  did 
much  work  on  the  bird  migration  chart  at  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science,  and  during 
recent  years  he  put  all  of  his  sp  are  time  into  the  preparation  of  a  chock  list  for 
the  birds  of  the  Niagara  Frontier. 

■’■"hen  in  the  field  ho  never  considered  the  sight  of  a  bird  the  paramount 
factor;  he  also  noted  the  song,  the  actions  of  the  bird,  and  other  factors  per¬ 
taining  to  the  record.  Nor  was  the  aesthetic  omitted.  I  distinctly  remember  one 
field  trip  when  he  called  attention  to  the  delicate  shadow  of  a  plant  whose  outline 
was  traced  on  a  stony  creek  bed  by  the  rays  of  the  June  sunshine. 

He  was  always  fair  in  his  consideration  of  people  and  ever  wont  to  joke,  but 
his  humor  was  never  acid  or  personal, 

Edward  C.  Ulrich 


*  * 

I  first  met  Clark  S.  Beardslee  in  the  fall  of  1932.  At  that  time  I  needed 
some  information  for  Boy  Scout  bird  study  merit  badge  and  had  decided  to  attend  some 
of  the  evening  classes  in  Bird  Study  at  the  Buffalo  Society  of  Natural  Sciences, 
Clark  Beardslee  was  the  instructor,  and  after  the  first  class  and  the  first  field 
trip,  because  of  his  ability  and  enthusiasm,  ornithology  became  my  life  long 
interest. 

I 

It  was  Clark  Beardslee  who  invited  me  to  attend  a  meeting  of  the  B.O.S.  and  in 
1933  proposed  my  name  as  an  associate  member. 
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Clark  S,  Pear ds leu  (con*t.) 

Clark  Beardslee  was  always  my  instructor  and  advisor,  Y.hen  ever  I  had  a 
birding  problem  or,  a  question,  I  turned  to  him  for  the  answer.  Thus  in  the  spring 
of  1939  when  Clark  Beardslee  conducted  the  Advanced  Bird  Study  classes  at  the  museum, 
it  was  only  natural  that  I  was  again  one  of  his  students.  His  ability  to  conduct 
these  classes  with  enthusiasm,  skill,  and  humor  and  to  illustrate  the  important 
points  with  examples  from  his  own  extensive  field  experiences  will  always  be 
remembered. 


There  was  never  a  field  trip  or  a  meeting  that  ’.ms  not  made  more  interesting  or 
more  enjoyable  because  of  Clark  Beardslee* s  presence  and  wonderful  sense  of  humor. 
Yet  his  humor  never  had  any  barbs  in  it  and  was  never  at  the  expense  of  anyone  else. 

One  bluster/  day  in  December,  late  in  the  afternoon,  the  visibility  on  Grand 
Island  became  so  bad  that  we  could  hardly  see  the  radiator  ornament  of  our  car.  The 
birders  in  the  car  were  in  low  spirits  and  there  we re  only  a  couple  of  hours  before 
the  last  ferry  left  for  the  mainland.  As  we  slowly  drove  along,  the  road  passed 
through  a  small  wooded  area,  and  Clark  Beardslee,  knowing  we  could  hardlv  see  that 
it  was  a  wooded  area,  said  "Now  you  count  the  owls  on  your  side  of  the  car  and  1*11 
count  them  on  mine." 

The  many  pleasant  hours  spent  with  Clark  Beardslee  on  field  trips  and  at 
meetings,  his  ever ^willingness  to  help,  his  enthusiasm,  and  his  delightful  sense  of 
humor  will  never  be  forgotten.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  express  in  adequate 
words  the  way  I  feel  about  such  a  grand  man  who  has  been  an  inspiration  to  me  and 
who  has  been  my  teacher. 


"Yard  M,  Klepfer 

*  * 


I  shall  always  remember  the  first  time  I  met  Clark  S,  Beardslee,  for  it  was 
then  that  I  first  heard  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society,  The  Museum  at  that 
time  sponsored  an  energetic  program  of  neighborhood  lectures.  On  one  of  the  many 
posters  scattered  throughout  the  city  and  in  the  museum,  wa s  an  announcement  of  a 
lecture  on  birds  to  be  given  by  one  Clark  S,  Beardslee  at  Public  School  No,  53, 

The  moment  I  spotted  it,  my  mind  was  made  up  to  attend,  I  shall  always  remember 
that  lecture  with  its  intense  appeal  and  lucid  presentation.  It  was  illustrated 
with  a  fine  selection  of  slides  from  the  Museum  collection,  ’.hen  the  lecture  was 
over,  I  timidly  stayed  behind  to  talk  to  the  speaker.  Others  had  talked  to  the 
speaker  and  I  was  the  last.  Ho  was  as  kind  and  interested  in  me  then  as  he  was 
later  when  we  became  great  friends.  He  told  me  in  this  initial  meeting  about  a 
new  organization  called  the  Buffn.lo  Ornithological  Society,  a  Scientific  Section  of 
the  Buffalo  Society  of  Natural  Sciences,  and  thereupon  invited  me  to  attend  the 
meetings.  Subsequently,  of  course,  I  did  attend  the  meetings  of  the  B,0,S.  and 
became  a  member, 

Y'inston  17m,  Brockner 


*  * 
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To  know  Clark  Beardslee  was  a  privilege.  His  keen  sense  of  humor  at  all  times 
made  him  a  companion  to  be  sought  after. 

In  the  early  days  of  the  B.O.S.  I  often  had  the  opportunity  of  visiting  with 
Clark  at  his  home.  On  one  occasion  he  took  me  into  his  confidence  and  very 
modestly  showed  me  some  of  his  first  bird  study  records,  which  ho  had  made  in  his 
school  do.vs  •  The  handwriting  was  clearly  that  of  a  boy, 

V'ithcut  the  help  of  Clark  Beardslee* s  knowledge  of  birds  and  his  ability  to 
organize,  our  B.O.S.  would  never  have  made  the  successful  start  it  did  in  the  year 
1929. 


A.D.  V'ander 


*  * 

Clark  Beardslee  was  a  leader  among  that  small  group  of  friendly  unassuming 
folks  whose  enthusiasm  and  foresight,  back  in  the  early  thirties,  were  directly 
responsible  for  the  founding  of  the  Ornithological  Section  of  the  Buffalo  Museum, 

This  was  the  time  when  the  newly  established  Museum  was  struggling  to  put  down 
roots,  As  nw  emp  loyees,  interested  in  birds,  we  remember  well  one  early  mist- 
blue  May  morning  when  it  was  our  good  fortune  to  first  meet  Clark  and  Harold 
Mitchell  abirding  in  one  of  the  Buffalo  parks.  From  that  first  casual  swapping  of 
experiences  and  interests,  fortified  by  many  later  meetings,  grew  the  idea  of 
getting  kindred  spirits  together  into  an  Ornithological  Section  of  the  Museum, 
which  was  later  to  develop  into  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society.  It  was,  if 
memory  serves  us  aright,  the  same  folks,  together  with  Jim  Sa\rage,  who  introduced  us 
to  such  treasure  s  of  the  Niagara  Frontier  as  Bergen  swamp  .and  the  collection  of 
wild  ducks  at  the  Joe  Schmidt  muskrat  farm  in  Oak  Orchard  swamp.  Little  did  we 
dream,  as  we  thrilled  to  the  spring  concentration  of  Canada  honkers  at  the  latter 
place,  that  this  early  show  of  interest  would  pave  the  way  to  its  preservation  and 
development  through  acquisition  as  a  State  and  Federal  T'ildlife  Refuge.  Yet  how 
typ  ical  of  the  seeds  planted  by  Clark  this  was.  Even  though  in  recent  years  our 
trails  have  diverged,  Clark  was  always  thoughtful  enough  to  keep  us  informed  of 
progress  of  the  Society  and  of  the  important  developments,  birdwise,  of  the  Buffalo 
region, 

i  •  '  . 

Folks  like  Clark  make  their  own  indelible  mark  and  leave  us  all  the  poorer  for 
their  passing.  About  life,  someone  said,  "F ew  things  are  worth  the  wear  of  winning 
save  laughter  and  the  love  of  friends."  Clark  won;  and  wore  well; 

Gardiner  Bump  and 

John  I".  Aldrich 


*  * 

"His  life  was  gentle,  .and  the  elements 
So  mix’d  in  hum  that  Nature  might  stand  up 
And  say  to  all  the  world,  ’This  was  a  man  I’  " 

To  me,  words  telling  of  Clark’s  death  are  incomprehensible  for  his  presence 
haunts  my  spirit  as  I  recall  so  vividly  long  years  of  association  in  the  out-of- 
doors,  tramp  s  over  the  Holland  hills,  spring  trips  through  Oak  Orchard  by  long  boat 
of  the  Schmidts,  and  for  long  long  years  our  annual  spring  census  together.  In 
these  memories  of  long  happy  days  together  Clark  will  always  be  alive,  friendly, 
serious,  droll  on  occasion,  and  always  generous  in  sharing  his  vast  knowledge  of 
birds  with  me. 
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"The  spots  which  recall  him  survive. 

For  he  lent  a  new  life  to  these  hills 

Arnih,  in  rny  view,  the  secret  of  his  strength  lies  in  his  fortunate  early 
association  with  a  righteous  homo  environment  of  rare  integrity,  a  Yankee  firmness 
of  character,  and  a  wisdom  guiding  him  ever  to  discern  the  true  from  the  false  and 
to  put  a  correct  estimate  on  the  worth  of  the  utilitarian  standards  so  universal 
today. 


Steeped  in  the  classical  tradition,  he  exhibited  those  qualities  and  virtues 
that  make  life  sweet  and  rewarding.  Always  I  shall  think  of  him  in  such  terms.  I 
shall  not  measure  his  spirit  by  the  usual  sta.nda.rds  of  our  commercial  civilization 
with  its  mad  search  for  pleasure  and  its  inevitable  missing  happiness,  the  true 
goal  of  life.  Clark  was  truly  hap  py  for  he  was  sustained  through  life  by  an 
unfaltering  faith  in  values  and  by  the  rarest  of  all  qualities,”  an  inward  condition 
of  the  mind  and  spirit  capable  of  exciting  love  and  admiration.” 

To  me,  who  knew  him  so  well,  he  lives,  for  — 

”Thy  voice  is  on  the  rolling  air; 

I  hear  thee  where  the  waters  run; 

Thou  standeth  in  the  rising  sun 
And  in  the  setting  thou  art  fair.” 

Hay  Verrill 


*  * 

Companionship  with  Clark  Beardslee  was  a  privilege  which  was  deeply  cherished 
by  all  to  whom  it  had  been  given.  He  was  one  of  those  men  of  winning  cha.rm  "who 
combine  intense  loyalty  to  friends  (and  to  institutions)  with  a  keen  and  realistic 
intellectual  appreciation  of  facts  and  situations.  Charming,  whimsical,  loyal, 
dep  endable,  wi s o  -  a  steady  friend  to  tie  to,  a  friend  whom  we  will  never  forget. 

I  think  of  his  great  tactfulnes's  and  ability  to  ease  any  tense  situation  with 
kindly  wit •  He  wos  never  aggressive  but  always  ready  to  make  helpful  and  thought¬ 
ful  suggestions.  He  was  as  neat  in  ap  pearance  and  buoyant  in  spirit  as  the 
Bonaparte  * s  Gulls  he  so  carefullv  studied* 

■  : 

Helen  Creighton 
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TEE  MONTH 

This  was  the  warmest  December  since  1931,  with  an  average  temperature  5.8 
degrees  above  normal.  The  precipitation  was  nearly  an  inch  above  the  mean,  very 
little  of  it  falling  as  snow.  The  Noteworthy  Records  and  the  Christmas  Count  report 
show  more  than  the  usual  number  of  half-hardy  birds  remaining  into  or  throughout  the 
month.  The  two  male  Harlequin  Ducks  were  seen  irregularly  above  the  Falls.  Unpre¬ 
cedentedly  large  numbers  of  gulls  continued  throughout  the  month.  One  of  the  two 
Eared  Grebes  remained  until  the  Christmas  Count  and  a  few  days  later  was  found  dead 
among  the  large  number  of  bird  carcasses  that  wash  up  onto  the  shore  at  the  Maid-of- 
the-Mist  landing  below  Niagara  Falls.  It  was  prepared  as  a  study  skin  at  the 
Buffalo  Museum  of  Science  —  the  first  specimen  of  this  species  from  the  Niagara 
Frontier  Area. 


Harold  K.  .Ext ell 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


L  -  indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 


Red-throated  Loon 

Dec 

.  9 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Andrles, 

Axtolls 

it 

14 

1 

Niagara  Gorge 

Mitchell 

et  al 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

14 

1 

"  tt  it 

tt 

tt 

American  Widgeon 

tt 

14 

1 

tt  tt 

tt 

tt 

Harlequin  Duck 

1! 

30 

2 

Niagara  Falls , Ont  » 

Axtell, 

Andrle,  Seeber 

King  Eider 

1! 

5 

1 

Ft.  Erie, Ont. 

Axtoll , 

Andrle 

Cooper’s  Hawk 

It 

8 

1 

Jamestown 

Beal 

tt 

28 

1 

tt 

Tt 

tt 

4 

1 

Chestnut  Ridge  Pk. 

Bourne 

Rod-should.  Hawk 

tt 

1 

1 

Boston 

tt 

tt 

4 

1 

Hamburg 

tt 

Rough-leg.  Hawk 

tt 

15 

2 

Armor 

Andrles 

American  Coot 

tt 

14 

1 

Niagara  Gorge 

Mitchell 

et  al 

' illdeer 

tt 

25 

1 

Holland 

Becker  rep.  James 

tt 

27L 

1 

Jamestown 

Beal 

mourning  Dove 

tt 

1 

1 

tt 

tt 

tt 

26 

1 

Ridgeway >0nt . 

Woodley 
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Yellow-b.  Sapsucker  Dec 

.  5 

1 

Oliver  St.,Hmbg. 

Bourne 

Tufted  Titmouse 

tt 

20 

1 

Jnme  st  own 

Beal 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

all 

month 

1 

Creekside  Dr.,N.  Falls 

Heilborns 

Dec 

.  3 

2 

Cemetery,  Hamburg 

Bourne 

Carolina  h ren 

all 

month 

1 

Creekside  Dr., XT*  Falls 

Heilborns 

tt 

tt 

2 

Grewnhurst ,  near 

Jame  stovn 

Beal 

Dec 

.  28 

2 

Fluvanna,  near  Jamesto* 

m  11 

Brovn  Thrasher 

tt 

1-31 

1 

Lowell  Rd.,Kenmore 

Allen  rep.  Mitchell 

Robin 

it 

14 

2 

Jamestown 

Beal 

tt 

26 

1 

Ridgeway,  Ont* 

Woodley 

Cedar  Faxwing 

tt 

26 

flock 

tt 

tt 

Northern  Shrike 

n 

17 

1 

Seufert  Rd., Hamburg 

Bourne 

Fvoning  Grosbeak 

all 

month 

25 

Holland 

J  ame  s 

Dec 

.  3 

25 

Jamestown 

Beal 

tt 

28 

17 

tt 

tt 

Pine  Grosbeak 

tt 

5 

9 

Dufferin  Islands, Ont. 

Axfcell,  Andrle 

tt 

15 

6 

Ellery  Center,  near 

Jamestown 

Elderkin 

tt 

15 

5 

Chestnut  Ridge  Park 

Andrles 

Common  Redpoll 

tt 

28 

60 

Ellery  Center  & 

Greenhurst 

Beal 

Song  Sparrow 

all 

mnnth 

1 

Holland 

James 

Species  and  subspecies  recorded  in  1957  265 

Addendum 

Pigeon  Hawk  Oct.  13  1  Fort  Erie, Ont.  Filor 

NOTE  - 

'Vi th  this  issue  The  Prothonotary  will  start  using  the  bird  names  from  the 
fifth  edition  of  the  A.O.U.  Check-list.  The  meanings  of  these  names  are  probably 
self-evident  with  the  possible  exceptions  of  -  - 

rrhimbrol  -Formerly  Hudsonian  Curlew 

Dunlin  -  "  Red-backed  Sandpiper 

Traill !s  Flycatcher  -  ”  Alder  Flycatcher 

Swains on* s  Thrush  -  "  Olive-backed  Thrush 

*  *  * 

A  TRIBUTE  TO  CLARK  BE  ARDS LEE 

On  a  morning  in  May ,  twenty-nine  years  ago,  I  was  observing  birds  in  Delaware 
Park,  near  the  old  stone  bridge,  where  I  noted  that  nearby  was  a  young  man  with 
binoculars  looking  over  a  group  of  warblers  and  vireos.  Soon  we  were  introducing 
ourselves,  and  I  learned  that  the  young  man  was  Clark  Beardslee,  from  Hartford, 
Connecticut,  who  had  spent  many  youthful  hours  birding  in  Keeney  Park,  in  that  city. 

Having  lived  much  of  my  early  life  in  Near  England,  wo  had  many  mutual  interests, 
so  we  met  often  thereafter  and  extended  our  bird  observations  to  other  nearby  areas. 
Comparison  of  the  status  of  local  bird  species  with  their  New  England  counterparts 
was  always  of  great  interest  to  both  of  us  and  a  never-ending  source  of  discussion* 

i1  e  soon  found  that  Grand  Island,  then  reached  by  car  ferry,  was  almost  an  ideal 
area  for  observing  both  water  and  land  birds,  having  various  types  of  wood  lots, 
fields,  thickets,  and  swamps  as  well  as  the  Niagara  River. 
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A  Tribute  to  Clark  Ben.rd.slee  (conH.) 


Much  of  our  time  afield  was  spent  on  the  island,  which  later  became  the  center 
of  our  Christmas  Eird  Count  activities,  although  trips  were  also  made  at  various 
times  of  the  year, 

Clark  and  I  made  it  a  point  to  take  a  day  on  the  first  weekend  in  April  for  a 
yearly  trip  to  the  Burntship  Creek  -  Buckhorn  Island  area,  then  quite  wild,  with  no 
roads  north  of  Long  Road  nor  west  of  Base  Line  Road  in  the  north  of  the  island.  We 
took  the  earliest  ferry,  drove  to  the  Base  Line  Road  where  it  crosses  Wood  Creek, 
then  followed  the  western  side  of  Wood  Creek  thru  dense  thickets  and  occasional 
clearnings  to  Burntship  Creek,  Here  the  problem  was  to  observe  the  Waterfowl  before 
they  7/ore  aware  of  our  presence.  Many  yards  we  crawled  along  the  ground  behind 
shrubbery  or  else  climbed  trees  in  order  to  solve  this  problem.  The  variety  of 
waterfowl  to  be  observed  in  the  Creek  was  usually  worth  the  extra  effort,  and  the 
occassional  European  Widgeon  added  frosting  to  the  cake.  We  sometimes  flushed 
flocks  of  geese  from  the  field  near  the  Creek  and  at  least  one  covey  of  Bobwhite 
In  later  ye-'rs  our  Spring  Duck  Count  developed  from  thes^  early  April  trips  to 
Grand  Island. 

Clark  was  a  v/onderful  companion  on  these  and  many  other  trips,  I  came  to  know 
him  almost  as  a  brother  and  felt  I  could  consult  him  on  any  matter  which  troubled 
me,  and  his  advice  was  always  freely  given.  I  knew  that  my  life  has  been  greatly 
enriched  through  my  association  with  Clark  and  it  is  hard  to  realize  that  he  has 
gone.  As  Shakespeare  said,  "We  shall  not  look  upon  his  like  again". 

Harold  D.  Mitchell 

TWENTY-NINTH  CHRISTMAS  BIRD  COURT  -  DECEMBER  22,  1957 

Area  -  Centering  on  Grand  Island  including  Niagara  River  and  adjacent  territory, 
Buffalo  Harbor  and  Niagara  Falls. 

Heather  -  Unusua  ny  good,  clear;  west  wind  5  to  10  miles  per  hour;  temperature 
25c-50°;  all  water  open. 

Parties  and  Territories 


A.  Canada,  Rainbow  Bridge  south  to  Welland  River  and  west  from  the  Niagara 
River  to  M.C.R.R.,  Portage  Road  and  area  boundary.  -  Winston  Brockner, 
Sylvia  Brockner 

B.  Canada,  Welland  River  south  to  Black  Creek  and  from  Niagara  River  west  to 
Queen  Elizabeth  Way  and  the  area  boundary.  -  Walter  Zlabunde,  Harriette 
Klabunde 

C.  Canada,  west  of  Queen  Elizabeth  Way  to  area  boundary  and  south  to  Bowen 
Road,  -  Helen  Creighton,  Alice  Dietrich,  Ethel  Melberg. 

D.  Canada,  Black  Creek  south  to  Peace  Bridge  and  from  Niagara  River  west  to 
Queen  Elizabeth  Wav.  -  Bernie  Nathan,  Jim  Braunbcrns,  Dale  Rubach. 

E.  Canada,  Bowen  Road  south  to  area  boundary  and  east  to  Queen  Elizabeth  Way 
and  Niagara  River.  -  Helen  Creighton,  Alice  Dietrich,  Ethel  Melberg. 

F.  Porter  Road,  Hyde  Park  Blvd,,  Pine  Street,  Main  St.  south  to  Niagara  River, 
including  Goat  and  Cayuga  Islands  and  east  to  Military  Road.  -  Axe 1 
Hoilborn,  Betty  Heilborn,  A.V.  Tulinoff,  Donald  Abbott,  Carl  Jensen. 

G.  Military"  Road  to  N.Y.S.  Barge  Canal  and  from  Niagara  River  northeast  to 
area  boundary,  -  Fred  Hall . 

H.  Buffalo  Harbor.  -  Bob  Cogge shall 


(3) 


. 


1  : 


Christ  nr.  s  Bird  Count  (con't.) 

J.  Buffalo  (l)  Delaware  Park,  Forest  Lawn  Cemetery.  -  Dr.  Freitag,  Richard 
Freito.g,  Arthur  Clark,  A nthony  Krayna;  (2)  Kenmore,  U.B.  Campus,  Quarry.  — 
Gertrude  u'ebster ,  Gregory  Sommer,  Roger  Smith. 

K.  Frand  Island  -  rrest  of  Stony  Point  Road,  north  of  Kuth  and  Long  Roads  to 
Niagara  River,  -  Robert  Andrle,  Karon  Gampp,  Arthur  Clark,  /nthony  Krayna. 

L.  Grand  Island  -  Huth  and  Long  Roads  south  to  Yhitehaven  Road,  Stony  Point 
Road  west  to  Niagara  River.  -  Richard  Christensen,  Charles  Harper 

M.  Grand  Island  -  East  of  Stony  Point  and  north  of  Hhitehaven  Road  to  Niagara 
River.  -  Jo  Ian  Filor 

N.  Grand  Island  -  'hitehaven  Road  sorarth  to  Love  Road,  Base  Line  Road  west  to 
Niagara  River.  -  Jo  Windsor,  Ed.  Cummiskey,  Leila  Cummiskey. 

O.  Grand  Island  -  Whitehaven  Road  south  to  Love,  Base  Line  Road  eest  to 
Niagara  River.  -  Jo_  Hjnds^oy,  Ed.  Cummiskey,  Leila  Cummiskey, 

P.  Grand  Island  -  Love  Road  south  to  Beaver  Island  Park,  from  east  bank  to 

west  bank  of  Niagara  River.  -  Edward  Ulrich,  Alice  Ulrich. 

Q.  Grand  Island  -  Beaver  Island  State  Park.  -  _Dr_._  Axtell,  Rachel  Axtell, 
Heather  Thorpe,  Mary  Louise  Emerson,  Marjorie  Emerson,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  von 
Arnim. 

R.  Feeders  -  Niagara  Falls,  ’heeler  Rogerson 

Buffalo,  Gordon  Brown 

Mrs.  G.S.  Blackmer 
Kenmore,  Clare  Allen 

Mrs.  Stejphan  rrolfe 


Bird  List 

Figures  indicate  the  number  of  birds  seen;  letters  indicate  territories  where 
birds  were  seen. 


Common  Loon 

5 

A  K 

Sparrow  Hawk 

42 

Red-throated  Loon 

1 

A 

Ring -necked  Pheasant 

90 

Horned  Grebe 

33 

American  Coot 

1 

P  Q 

Eared  Grebe 

1 

D 

Glaucous  Gull 

2 

A  J 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

2 

A 

Great  Black-backed  Gull 

86 

Great  Blue  Heron 

13 

Herring  Gull 

10,331 

Black-crowned  Night 

Heron  4 

Ring-billed  Gull 

5,188 

Hal lard 

300 

Bonaparte's  Gull 

523 

Black  Duck 

468 

Mourning  Dove 

7 

J 

Gadwall 

3 

K 

Barn  Owl 

2 

K  M 

Pintail 

80 

Screech  Owl 

4 

0  P  Q 

American  Midgcon 

5 

K 

Groat  Horned  Owl 

1 

P  Q 

Redhead 

8 

A  D 

Short -oared  Owl 

8 

D  M 

Canvasback 

8293 

Bolted  Kingfisher 

2 

A  F 

Greater  Scaup 

1700 

Yellow-shafted  Flicker 

3 

J  P  Q 

Lesser  Scaup 

1 

D 

Red-headed  Moodpecker 

1 

P  Q 

Common  Golden-eye 

2098 

Hairy  'Moodpecker 

9 

Buffi ehead 

59 

Downy  o odpecker 

56 

Old squaw 

89 

Horned  Lark 

6 

M 

Harlequin  Duck 

2 

A 

Blue  Jay 

73 

""hit  e -winged  Scoter 

8 

A 

Common  Crow 

738 

Surf  Scoter 

2 

A 

Black-capped  Chickadee 

249 

Hooded  Merganser 

8 

'Mhite-breasted  Nuthatch 

56 

Common  Merganser 

2207 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch 

13 

Red-broasted  Merganser  408 

Brown  Creeper 

18 

Cooper's  Hawk 

3 

J  M  P  Q 

Long -billed  Marsh  Ifren 

1 

$ 

Rod-tailed  Hawk 

30 

Brown  Thrasher 

1 

J 

Rough- legged  Hawk 

2 

D 

Robin 

1 

3 

Marsh  Hawk 

6 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet 

33 
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Bird  List  (con’t.) 


Northern  Shrike 

5 

M  P  0 

Purple  Finch 

1 

D 

Comron  Starling 

8,015 

Pine  Grosbeak 

6 

A 

Myrtle  "  arblcr 

2 

D  Q 

Common  Redpoll 

2 

D 

Yellowthroat 

1 

K 

American  Goldfinch 

6 

F  P  0. 

house  Sp  arrow 

973 

Sl°te-cclored  Junco 

56 

Redwinged  Blackbird 

3 

N  0  P  Q 

Tree  Sparrow 

125 

Brown-headed  Covbird 

6 

N  0 

Swamp  Sparrow 

2 

K 

Cardinal 

25 

Song  Sparrow 

10 

A  F  K  P  Q 

Evening  Grosbeak 

2 

D 

Snow  Bunting 

25 

A  P  Q 

Cormrionts 

Five  species  were  no1.7  for  the  Christrrr.s  Bird  Count:  Erred  Grebe,  Lon-'; -billed 
Harsh  hr  on,  Yollowthroat ,  Pine  Grosbeak  and  Evening  Grosbeak, 

All  tine  highs  were:  Horned  Grebe  (33),  Pintail  (80),  Herring  Gull  (10331), 
Ring »bi lied  Gull  (5188),  Groat  Black-backed  Gull  (86),  Red-breasted  Nuthatch  ( 13') , 
and  Golden-crowned  Kinglet  (33), 

Some  birds  were  lower  in  number  than  p  reviously:  Horned  Lark  (6),  down  from 
23  last  year  and  1?  the  preceding  (average  about  20);  Blue  Jay  (73),  recent  years 
show  128,  110,  142;  House  Sparrow  (973)  lowest  in  10  years;  Tree  Sparrow  (125) 
lowest  in  12  years  (usually  around  400), 

Many  ducks  wore  down  in  number.  However,  Pintail  (80)  made  a  slight  increase 
over  last  ve'-'.rs  rise  to  73  (average  25);  Canv° shack  (8239)  had  a  big  increase  from 
last  year  (1502)  but  only  neared  the  *53,  *54,  *55  levels  (9281,  12151,  10950); 
Bufflehead  (59)  rose  from  46  last  year,  which  has  been  exceeded  only  a  few  times; 
Common  Merganser  (2207)  made  a  good  record  but  were  down  from  last  year * s  4968  (most 
years  slightly  less  than  1000);  Red-breasted  Merganser  (408)  also  made  a  good  record 
but  'were  down  from  last  yeah’s  1070* 

Some  birds  that  have  been  reported  only  a  few  times  in  previous  years  occurred 
again  this  year:  American  Coot  on  three  other  counts.  Barn  Owl  on  four  other  counts. 
Brown  Thrasher  on  one  other  count.  Myrtle  harbler  on  four  other  counts,  Brown¬ 
headed  Cowbird  on  seven  other  counts,  and  Purple  Finch  on  seven  other  counts. 

Cooper* s  Hawk  appeared  after  an  absence  of  two  years. 

The  total  of  76  species  ties  with  1955  and  1956  for  high  place.  42647 
individuals  is  second  high  (1954  is  high  with  46825), 

Eugenia  Praemassing 

*  *  * 

REGULAR  MEETING  December  11,  1957 

Fred  Hall  told  us  the  story  of  birds  in  art  and  showed  us  many  examples  from 
the  Museum* s  collection.  The  earliest  known  bird  paintings  (and  the  earliest  known 
paintings  of  any  kind)  were  made  thousands  of  years  ago  on  the  walls  of  caves  in 
Europe.  Ever  since  that  time  man  has  expressed  his  interest  in  birds  by  depicting 
them  in  his  pictures,  sculptures,  and  costumes.  Among  many  other  exhibits  were  a 
bronze  Egyptian  falcon  several  thousand  years  old,  a  viscious-looking  bird  carved 
from  the  horn  of  an  animal  probably  in  India,  two  ornate  silver  center-pieces  from 
Peru,  a  very  elaborate  embroidered  shawl  from  China,  and  an  elephant  folio  of 
■Audub on * s  "Birds  of  America" •  Some  of  the  ancient  sculptures  are  so  abstract  that 
they  would  please  even  a  lover  of  modern  art;  others  are  so  realistic  that  we  can 
identify  the  bird  -  or  at  least  its  family.  Most  of  the  exhibits  had  been  useful  as 
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Regular  Meeting;  (con’t.) 


•veil  as  decorative  -  for  example  the  pottery  whistle  from  Columbia,  the  gun  hard- 
ware  from  France,  the  toy  bird  in  a  cage  from  Mexico,  the  katcina  doll  from  south¬ 
western  United  States,  and  the  carved  stone  pipe  from  Niagara  County. 

Ray  McCann 

*  *  * 

NEM  MEMBERS 

The  Sociotv  welcomes  the  following  ncT'.r  members: 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.B.  von  Arnim 
119  Dorchester  Road 
Buffalo  13,  New  York 

Mrs.  Bartlett  Ramsdell 
54  Oliver  Place 
Hamburg,  Now  York 

Mrs.  E.Do  Csont 

Beach  Avenue 

Athol  Springs,  Now  York 

*  *  * 

RUFF 


From  July  20  to  22,  1957  several  of  our  members  and  other  birders  from  Canada 
observed  a  Ruff  (Philomachus  pugnax)  on  the  north  shore  of  Lake  Erie  at  Rockhouse 
Point  about  33  miles  west  of  Buffalo  in  Ontario.  The  bird  Was  very  alert  and  more 
wary  than  the  other  shore-birds  on  the  p^int.  It  retained  some  of  the  black 
feathers  of  the  nuptial  plumage  on  the  breast  and  the  legs  were  a  fairly  bright 
yellowish  orange.  It  ap  peared  a  little  larger  and  stockier  than  the  Lesser 
Yellowlogs  which  were  often  feeding  nearby.  Then  in  flight  the  oval  white  patch  on 
each  side  of  the  dark  central  tail  area  was  conspicuous.  Apparently  the  bird  also 
flow  to  Gull  Island  as  it  later  was  soon  at  a  distance  flying  toward  the  point  from 
that  direction.  On  July  21  another  smaller  individual  of  this  species  was  observed 
at  this  location  by  George  North  of  Hamilton,  Ont • 


On  July  26,  1957  Harold  Axtoll  received  a  phono  call  from  Arthur  Schaffncr  who 
told  of  sooino  a  Ruff  at  Yacht  Harbor  on  the  northern  shore  of  Lake  Erie  about  8 
miles  west  of  Buffalo.  Going  there  at  once.  Dr.  Text oil  and  I  located  the  bird 
feeding  with  Lesser  Yellowlogs  in  the  shallow  water  just  offshore.  It  appeared  a 
little  smaller  than  the  Yell owl eg s  and  possessed  fairly  heavy  mainly  brovmish  black 
markings  on  the  sides  of  the  breast  and  on  the  flanks.  Its  legs  wore  a  dull  orange 
yellow  color  seemingly  not  so  bright  as  the  individual  seen  earlier  at  Rockhouse 
Point.  This  bird  at  Yacht  Harbor  was  collected  and  proved  to  be  a  female.  I  be¬ 
lieve  this  is  trie  first  specimen  to  bo  obtained  in  our  area  and  it  is  now  in  the 
collection  of  the  Buffalo  Museum.  The  Puff  ranges  over  most  of  Europe  and  large 
sections  of  Africa  and  Asia.  It  has  been  observed  casually  in  Iceland,  Greenland, 
and  on  this  continent  in  the  Maritime  Provinces,  the  Atlantic  States  south  to  North 
Carolina,  and  inland  to  southern  Ontario,  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Iowa. 


Robert  F.  Andrle 

j(e  %  if 
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Buffalo,  Nev  York 


THE  MONTH 

The  temperature  was  near  normal  for  January,  the  precipitation  one  inch  above* 

A  total  of  31  inches  of  snow  foil  during  the  month,  mostly  in  the  last  half.  An 
ico  bridge  formed  across  the  river  below  Niagara  Falls  during  the  second  week.  Open 
water  that  supported  severe  1  species  of  surface-feeding  duel's  remained  on  Burntship 
Creek,  Grand  Island,  as  late  as  early  January  —  an  unusual  occurrences  As  judged 
by  t -  e  four-year  intervals  between  southward  movements  of  the  Snowy  Owl ,  this  was 
expected  to  be  a  M flight  winter,”  but  has  turned  out  to  be  a  poor  one,  few  of  these 
owls  showing  up.  At  about  the  turn  of  the  year,  there  were  reports,  not  completely 
verified  in  every  case,  of  Brown  Thrashers  regularly  frequenting  feeding  stations  in 
three  • 'ridel v  separated  localities  of  our  area.  Prof.  Stanley  of  Fredonia  reports  a 
Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  coming  regularly  to  a  feeder*  It  appears  that  Cardinals  may 
have  experienced  a  sudden  upward  spurt  in  their  population,  at  least  locally*  Since 
early  November  the  Museum  of  Science  has  received  about  two  or  three  telephone  calls 
a  week  from  persons  in  Buffalo  and  its  suburbs  who  for  the  first  time  have  seen 
Cardinals  that  have  come  to  their  yards  for  food;  In  recent  years  the  museum  has 
received  scarcely  more  than  this  number  of  such  calls  during  the  entire  year*  A 
number  of  the  caller^  It ve  reported  more  than  one  pair  present,  and  one  person  said 
that  twelve  or  fourteen  Cardinals  were  coming  to  his  feeding  area* 

Harold  II.  Axtell 


Red-throated  Loon 
Canada  Goose 
Gadwa.il 
Pintail 
Green-w,  Teal 


Jan.  4 
"  4 

”  24 

”  20 

”  1 


American  Vlidgeon 

i 

Lesser  Scaup 
Harlecuin  Puck 
Surf  Scoter 
harsh  Hawk 


”  1 
”  4 

”  30 

"  2Q 
”  4 

”  1 
"  26 


NOTE  OR THY  RECORDS 


1 

4 
2 

43 

2 

1 

5 
2 
2 
1 
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Niagara  Gorge 
Fort  Erie, Out. 

Go"t  Island 

n  t» 

Burnt shir  Cr., 

Grand  Is. 

t!  t!  tt  tt 

Niagara  Gorge 
Dunkirk  Harbor 
Niagara  Falls, Ont. 
Niagara  Gorge 
Ransom  ad •  ,Gr arid  Is. 
Niagara  River 

(?) 


Drobits,  Filor 
McCanns 

McCann  and  Dietrich 
Drobits,  T’ebb 

Rcsche  et  al 

ii  tt 

Drobits,  Filor 
Bursewicz 
Emerson  et  al 
Mitchell,  Ulrich 
Resell©  et  al 
Emerson  et  al 
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noteworthy  Records  (con't*) 


Glaucous  Gull 

Jan 

.  4 

1 

Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Drobits,Filor ,  Webb 

t! 

20 

2 

tt  it  tt 

tt  it  tt 

tt 

26 

3 

tt  tt  tt 

Emerson  et  al 

Iceland  Gull 

ft 

4 

6 

it  tt  tt 

Drobits,  Filer 

(leucopteris) 

11 

20 

4 

tt  tt  ii 

Drobits,  Webb 

Icelaild  Gull 
(kumlieni) 

11 

20 

2 

tt  tt  « 

tt  tt 

Mourning  Dove 

It 

12 

1 

Akron 

Drobits 

11 

26 

1 

Ni ago  r a  R ive  r , Ont • 

Emerson  et  al 

11 

26 

1 

Cliff  3t.,N.  Falls 

Rogerson 

Sn^wy  Owl 

tt 

5 

1 

Fuhrmann  Blvd. 

mdrle.  Gamble 

Long-eared  Owl 

11 

4-26 

1-5 

Young storm.  Cea. 

Drobits,  Emerson  et  al 

Short- eared  Owl 

It 

8-26 

5-16 

Grand  Island 

Drobits  ,lvebs  ter , 

Emerson  et  al 

Bolted  Kingfisher 

tl 

1 

1 

Thorn  Thicket, 

Grand  Is. 

Rase he  et  al 

T . - s .  Flicker 

11 

5 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Com. 

Webb  rop.  Drobits 

It 

11 

2 

oil  son  Com. 

Drobits,  Webb 

Horned  Lark 
(alpostris) 

It 

8 

7 

Lake  View  kid., 

near  Thruway 

Bourne 

Homed  Lark 

If 

1 

9 

Ransom  kd., Grand  Is. 

Re  sche  et  al 

(praticola) 

tt 

1 

10 

J  ame  st  own 

Bur sewic  z 

Tufted  Titmouse 

tt 

29 

3 

Larkin’s  feeder, 

De  rby 

Avery,  Ramsdell,  Csont 

Carolina  Wren 

all  ] 

month 

1 

Hamburg  (feeder) 

Avery 

tt 

tt 

1 

Creekside  Dr., N. Falls 

Heilborn 

Jon 

.  2 

1 

nose  Hill, Ont. 

Fisk 

Brown  Thrasher 

tt 

5-26 

1 

Niagara  Fa  11s,  Ont ♦ 

Andrle,  Emerson  et  al 

Gclden-cr*  Kinglet 

it 

21 

2 

Y.'ost  Falls 

Matlocks 

ti 

26 

4 

N .  Fal 1 s -Y o ung  s t  own 

Emerson  et  al 

Cedar  Waxwing 

tt 

22 

4 

Cliff  St . ,N.  Falls 

Rogerson 

tt 

31 

15 

Garrison  Rd.,  '  1ms v* 

rrendling 

Northern  Shrike 

tt 

2 

1 

Hamburg  (feeder) 

Avery 

tt 

5 

1 

Gainesville  (feeder) 

Smith 

tt 

8 

2 

Grand  Island 

Drobits 

it 

11 

1 

Senfort  Fid. 

Bourne 

tt 

12 

1 

Iiickox  Ad. 

it 

tt 

12 

1 

Clarence 

Drobits 

tt 

18 

1 

Hamburg  (feeder) 

Averv 

tt 

20 

2 

Grand  Island 

Drobits,  Webb 

it 

26 

1 

N • Fal 1 s -Y o  ung  s  t  own 

Emerson  et  al 

tt 

31 

1 

Onovi lie 

Bursewicz 

E  •  Meadowlark 

tt 

11 

7 

I  inns  am  .Stony  Pt.  lids. 
Grand  Island 

$ 

Webster 

Redw.  Blackbird 

tt 

12 

1 

Grand  Island 

Andrle  et  al 

kose-br.  Grosbeak 

all 

month 

1 

Perrysburg 

Ames  rep.  Stanley 

Evening  Grosbeak 

Jan 

.  1 

55 

Frcwsburg 

Bursewicz 

all 

month 

2-100 

Jamestown 

Beal  et  al 

Jan 

•  3 

34 

Emory  Pk. 

Aosche  et  al 

? 

11 

31 

Gypsy  Lane  Kd.,iit ,20A 

Knox 

tt 

16-31 

14-24 

rrest  Falls 

Matlocks 

tt 

24 

15 

Hamburg  (feeder) 

Bourne 

Pine  Grosbeak 

it 

3 

9 

Lookout  Pt., 

Iiidgeville,0nt  • 

Selbys 

n 

4 

4 

Youngstown  Cem. 

lebb, Fullers  rep.Drobit 

tt 

4- 

5 

Queenston,0nt . 

McCanns 

tt 

11 

5 

Buckhorn  Is. 

Webster 

tt 

26 

1 

Duf f erin  Is., Ont • 

Emerson  et  al 
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Noteworthy  Records 

(con,t . ) 

Common  Redpoll 

J  an  • 

10 

6 

Youngstown  Com* 

Drobits 

(i 

11 

3 

yrilson  Cem. 

tt 

it 

26 

100 

tt  tt 

Emerson  et 

al 

Pine  Siskin 

u 

10 

1 

n  tt 

Drobits 

T  h .  -til  •  Sparrow 

ti 

3 

1 

Outlet  C ha ut . Lake 

Bur sewic  z 

ft 

4 

1 

tt  tt  n 

n 

Lapland  Long spur 

ft 

18 

1 

Grand  Island 

Drobits,  'V.'ebb 

tt 

28 

1 

Elma 

Coggcshall 

Snow  Bunting 

tt 

17 

14 

Thruway  near 

Am sdell  Rd. 

Bourne 

ti 

24 

150  , 

Sturgeon  Pt .  Rd* 

tt 

tt 

26 

40 

Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Emerson  et 

al 

it 

31 

170 

Onovillc 

Bursewicz 

Also  scon  in  Jn.nun.ry:  Common  Lo^n,  Horned  Grebe,  Great  Blue  Heron,  Mallard,  Black 
Buck,.  Redhead,  Canvasback,  Greater  Scaup,  Common  Goldeneye,  Bufflehead,  OldsqUaw, 
k'hite -vringed  Scoter,  Hooded  Merganser,  Common  Merganser,  Red-breasted  Merganser, 
Cooper Ts  Hawk,  Red-tailed  Hawk)  Rough-legged  Hawk,  Sparrow  Hawk,  Ring -necked 
Fheasant,  Great  Black-backed  Gull,  Herring  Gull,.  Ring -billed  Gull,  Bonaparte fs  Gull, 
Rock  Dove,  Fileated  Woodpecker,  Hairy  '  oodpecker.  Downy  ’"oodpecker.  Blue  Jay, 

Common  Crow,  Black-capped  Chickadee,  v hite-breasted  Nuthatch,  Red-breasted  Nuthatch, 
Brown  Creeper,  Robin,  Common  Starling,  House  Sparrow,  Cardinal,  American  Goldfinch, 
Slate-colored  Junco,  Tree  Sparrow,  Song  Sparrow. 

Species  and  subspecies  observed  in  January  -  79 

*  *  * 

EiJbED  GREBE 


On  January  1,  1958  I  ms  observing  birds  at  Niagara  Falls  in  the  gorge  near  the 
Maid-of-the-Mist  area  and  as  usual  took  time  to  look  along  the  shore  for  dead  birds 
brought  in  by  the  river  eddy*  A  few  ducks,  several  grebes,  and  at  least  forty  gulls 
were  lying  on  the  rocks  to  the  north  of  the  dock*  This  was  a  larger  number  of  dead 
gulls  than  I  had  ever  found  here  previously.  I  carefully  examined  each  one  and,' 
although  most  were  quite  battered,  determined  that  all  except  one  were  Herring  Gulls 
in  various  plumages  ran;. ing  from  first  winter  to  fully  adult.  This  one  exception 
was  a  Glaucous  Gull  apparently  in  the  near  white  plumage  of  the  second  winter . 


Among  the  waterfowl  was  an  Eared  Grebe  (Podiceps  caspicus)  which  seemed  to  be 
in  fair  condition  so  I  brought  it  to  the  Buffalo  Museum.  It  proved  to  be  a  male  in 
winter  plumage  and  made  a  satisfactory  skin  which  is  now  in  the  study  collection  at 
the  Museum  of  Science.  The  blackish  gray  on  the  fore  part  of  the  neck  and  the  small 
taper  of  the  upper  mandible  were  very  evident  in  the  specimen  which  I  believe  is  the 
first  of  this  species  to  be  obtained  in  the  region.  There  have  been  several  Eared 
Grebes  observed  here  during  the  past  few  years,  two  being  noted  in  late  November 
1957  on  the  Niagara  River  above  Niagara  Falls.  This  grebe  breeds  eastward  to 
central  Minnesota  and  northwestern  Iowa.  It  has  been  recorded  rarely  as  far  east  as 
Ohio,  Tennessee  and  this  region.  A  closer  scrutiny  of  Horned  Grebes  in  fall  and 
winter  might  well  result  in  finding  the  Eared  Grebe  more  frequently  in  our  area. 

Robert  F.  Andrle 


*  *  * 


REGULAR  MEETING  JANUARY  8,  1958 

Harold  Axtell  reviewed  the  new  bird  names  in  the  fifth  edition  of  the  .jnerican 
Ornithologists*  Union  Check-list,  and  the  members  present  revised  the  names  in  their 
^ctcrson!s  Field  Guides.  The  most  radical  change  in  the  new  list  is  the 
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Ho  ;ular  Meeting  (con 1 t • ) 


elimination  of  the  common  names  of  subspecies  and  hybrids.  Thus,  both  of  our 
Horned  Larks  are  so  called  throughout  their  entire  range;  to  distinguish  the  sub¬ 
species  we  add  alpestris  or  praticola .  Some  names  have  been  standardized  for 
Europe  and  North  America  (Common  Teal  and  Common  Scoter)  .  Indefinite  names  have 
been  filled  out  (Yellow-shafted  Flicker),  Spellings  have  been  improved  (Parakeet, 
Thterthrush,  and  Black-and-white  'Tarbler) .  Other  names  have  been  chosen  for 
ultimate  simplicity  (Traill ’  s  Flycatcher),  Although  some  of  the  new  names  may  seem 
whimsical  (vrhimbrcl)  and  others  top-heavy  (Black-backed  Three-toed  r.roodpeclcer) ,  all 
show  improvement  in  rationality,  simplicity,  or  standardization. 


*  *  * 


Ray  McCann 


REGULAR  MEETING 


JANUARY  22,  1958 


Bob  Coggcshall  described  his  Gamer a,  Balscope,  adapter,  and  mount  and  told  us 
n.bout  his  exp  eriences  photographing  birds  in  Florida.  Florida,  according  to  Bob, 
is  the  ideal  place  for  taking  bird  pictures:  the  sun  is  bright  enough  to  drive  the 
light  meter  off-scale,  the  birds  are  tamo  enough  to  stand  still  while  you  drive 
your  car  within  camera  range,,  and  the  backgrounds  are  perfect.  His  pictures  con¬ 
firmed  his  statements.  Among,  others  were  pictures  of  Brown  Pelican,  Double-crested 
Cormorant,  Common  Egret,  Snowy  Egret,  Louisiana  Heron,  Little  Blue  Heron,  Yellow- 
crowned  Night  Heron,  Y.'hite  Ibis,  :ilson*s  Plover,  Lillet,  Least  Sandpiper,  Dunlin, 
Do1:  "it  c  her,  Sanderling,  Ring -billed  Gulls  (at  rest  and  in  flight).  Laughing  Gulls, 
Royal  Tern  (in  several  different  plumages),  Sandwich  Tern,  Caspian  Tern,  Black 
Skimmer  (one  resting  sprawled  out  on  the  beach,  very  unbirdlike).  Fish  Crow,  and 
Boat-tailed  Crackle.  Several  pictures  of  gulls  in  flight  showed  the  position  of 
every  feather  on  the  under-surface  of  the  wings. 


*  *  * 


Ray  McCann 


NIAGARA  FALLS,  YOUNG  ST  PSTN,  WILSON  FIELD  TRIP 
Sunday,  Janua ry  26,  1958 

n  hat  with  the  heavy  snow  of  Friday,  January  24th  and  the  ruts  and  floods  in 
the  city  streets  Saturday  —  only  birdwatchers  would  be  foolish  enough  to  venture 
forth  Sunday  morning  in  fog  and  snow  flurries  J  Eight  of  us,  including  two  brave 
ones  from  Hamburg,  did  just  this.  In  spite  of  the  unsettled  weather  we  had  a  good 
day. 

At  eight  o’clock  we  crossed  the  Feace  Bridge.  Soon  after,  Helen  Creighton, 
Ethel  Me lb erg  and  John  McCormick  spotted  the  Short-eared  Owls  on  the  Niagara  Park¬ 
way.  Five  of  them  flow  about  as  though  it  were  dusk  rather  than  morning.  Great 
Blue  Herons  were  standing  along  the  river’s  edge  and  flow  off  towards  Grand  Island 
as  we  drove  by,  just  as  they  do  in  spring  and  summer. 

Marie  and  Margaret  rrondling  saw  Snow  Buntings  fly  up  from  a  field  at  Niagara 
Falls.  All  but  those  in  the  lead  car  saw  these  birds  for  a  moment  before  they  dis¬ 
appeared  in  the  gray  of  the  atmosphere  and  the  brown  of  the  fields.  Vie  all  saw  the 
Brovin  Thrasher  near  the  administration  building.  He  looked  none  the  worse  for  his 
wintering  in  these  parts.  Bernard  Nathan  identified  our  one  Pine  Grosbeak  in  a  tree 
top  at  Dufferin  Island;  we  all  worked  hard,  but  to  no  avail,  to  find  more  of  them. 
The  Harlequin  Ducks  gave  us  great  satisfaction.  Not  sixty  yards  away  from  us 
standing  out  of  the  water  on  a  rock  were  the  two  male  ducks  in  full  adult  plumage. 

In  the  light  of  the  early  afternoon  we  could  see  all  the  color  and  strange  white 
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Field  Trip  (conft.) 


markings,  which  make  them  the  ’’Harlequin”.  Yfe 
moved  about  so  we  had  full  face  and  side  views 
year  Glaucous  Gull* 


had  wonderful  views  and  the  birds 
•  Very  near  was  a  first,  or  second. 


At  Youngstown  Cemetery  we  saw  three  Long-eared  Owls.  At  r'ilson  Cemetery  about 
one  hundred  or  more  Redpolls  were  flying  and  chattering  from  evergreen  to  evergreen. 
Some  of  these  birds  were  very  rosy  in  appearance.  1  e  had  seen  by  late  afternoon 
some  37  species  and  had  forgotten  all  about  the  weather. 


*  *  * 


Mary  Louise  Emerson,  Leader 


PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 

The  following  meetings  arc  on  ■  ednesdoys  in  the  Humboldt  Room  of  the  Buffalo 
Museum  of  Science. 

April  9  -  ’’Binoculars”  -  Speaker:  Robert  Carpenter 

April  23  -  "Discussion  on  Hawks  -  Leader:  Mrs.  E.C.  Ulrich.  Flans  for  May  Bird 
Count . 

May  14  -  Report  of  April  Bird  Count 

May  28  -  ’’Some  Natural  Features  of  the  Niagara  Region  in  Relation  to  Bird  Habitat” 
Speaker  :  Robert  Andrle.  The  talk  will  be  illustrated  with  colored 
slides. 

*  *  * 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 


The  following  field  trips  are  on  Sundays  unless  otherwise  stated. 

April  13  -  Ap  ril  Bird  Count  -  Leaders:  Marie  and  Margaret  Hendling ,  87  Garrison 
Rd.,  1  .illiamsville  21,  N.Y.  (PL.  6625). 

Sat urday-S unday,  Ap  ril  26-27  -  ilson  Club  Meeting  at  "'.heeling,  Y. .  Va.  Call 
Harold  Mitchell  (SP.  8612)  for  details*' 

April  27  -  South  Shore  of  Lake  Erie  and  Inland  -  Leader:  Ed  Ulrich  (HI.  8896).  Meet 
at  City  Hall  at  7:00  A.M.-D.S.T.  or  at  the  Alhambra  at  Athol  Springs  at 
7:30  A.M.  -  D.S.T. 

Saturday-Sunday,  May  10-11  -  Pymatuning  weekend.  Call  Yinston  Brockner  (SU.  5896) 
for  details. 

11  -  Chestnut  Ridge  Park  and  Emery  Park  -  Leader:  Arthur  Frcitag  (AM.  1498). 

Meet  at  University  Plaza  at  7:30  A.M. 


May  18  -  May  Bird  Count 

May  25  -  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie  for  Ehimbrels  -  Leader:  Harold  Axtell  (GR.4100). 

*  *  *  * 


Please  mail  your  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  third  day  of  the  following 
month  to  Cyril  T.  Rolf ling.  Box  87,  Alden,  New  York 

EDITOR:  Ray  McCann,  59  Anderson  Place,  Buffalo  22,  Now  York 

T--1EASURER:  Mrs.  T. alter  Klabundc,  Crook  Road,  Extension,  R.D.  1,  Lewiston,  New  York 
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Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Qrnitholo gical  Societ y,Inc . 

Buffalo,  New  York 


THE  MONTH 


The  official  U.S.  Heather  Bureau  report  for  February  in  Buffalo  refers  to  it 
as  ”a  rough,  tough  month.”  The  total  snowfall  was  54  inches,  which  is  greater 
than  any  other  month  on  record.  Precipitation,  4*78  inches,  was  2.19  above  normal. 
During  the  storm  of  the  15th-18th,  more  than  two  feet  of  snow  fell  on  all  eight 
counties  of  He stern  New  York.  All  schools  and  many  industries  were  closed.  States 
of  emergency  were  declared.  The  average  monthly  temperature  was  4.3  degrees  below 
normal,  most  of  the  excess  cold  occurring  from  the  8th  to  the  20th.  The  record 
low  temperature  of  5  below  zero  was  equalled  on  the  18th.  This  weather  seems  to 
have  put  an  end  to  the  more  than  usual  Carolina  r’ren  influx  that  commenced  last 
summer  and  fall#  Although  a  few  of  these  wrens  are  reported  to  have  survived,  most 
wore  no  longer  observed  after  the  bad  storm  of  mid-month.  Fortunately,  the  Cardin¬ 
als  did  bettor,  no  casualties  attributable  to  the  storm  having  come  to  our 
attention.  Eaton  reports  from  the  southern  tier  counties  that  the  deep  snow  and  a 
hard  thick  crust  lasted  long  .after  the  storm.  His  discovery  of  several  dead  wild 
turkeys,  and  throe  kinds  of  owl s  in  weakened  condition  implies  condiderablo  des¬ 
truction  of  some  kinds  of  bird  life  by  starvation.  On  the  other  hand ,  the  weather 
did  not  seem  to  influence  the  Horned  Larks#  In  spite  of  excessively  deep  snows, 
these  amazing  ground-feeding  birds  pr  ssed  through  on  their  northward  migration  as 
usual,  in  late  February#  Dealers  in  sunflower  seeds  must  be  making  a  fortune  this 
/inter  in  the  ’’Evening  Grosbeak  belt”  southeast  of  Buffalo.  Good  numbers  of  Snow 
Buntings  and  Redpolls  wobo  sodh.  Observers  in  Sevebal  abeas  not  far  from  burs  have 
Reported  Hoary  Redpolls  this  winter,  but  none  have  been  recorded  in  the  Niagara 
Frontier.  Twenty  years  ago  while  engaging  in  some  intensive  research  on  the  field 
identification  of  this  species,  I  learned  that  the  usually- stated  field  marks  for 
it  are  of  little  value  under  most  field  conditions,  in  fact,  as  ordinarily  des¬ 
cribed,  would  oven  tend  often  to  lead  to  misidentifications .  Consequently,  I  feel 
there  is  good  reason  for  skepticism  concerning  sight  records  of  Hoary  Redpolls. 

Yet  under  sufficiently  good  field  conditions  the  species  can  often  be  identified 
with  a  fairly  high  degree  of  reliability  if  one  knows  what  characteristics  to  look 
for  and  is  well  enough  accuainted  with  the  degree  of  variation  within  each  species 
of  those  particular  characteristics.  This  Redpoll  probably  occurs  less  rarely  than 
records  from  the  Niagara  Frontier  area  indicate# 

Harold  H.  Axtoll 
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Ramsdell,  C ’sont, Avery r 
Creighton 
Robinson,  Randell 
C * sont 

Robinson,  Randell 

Bourne 

Lehrer 
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Addenda : 
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Species  and  subspecies 

previously  recorded: 

79 
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in  this 

issue : 

8 

Total  for  1958: 

*  *  * 

87 

BARR0V.r  *  S 

GOLDENEYE  AND 

POMARINE  JAEGER  AT 

NIAGARA  FALLS 

Two  birds  received  at  the  R.O.M.  from  the  Ontario  Department  of  Lands  and 
Forests,  through  Conservation  Officer  Roy  Muma  of  Chippawa,  will  interest  readers 
cf  the  Prothonotary.  Both  went  over  Niagara  Falls  and  both  represent  species  for 
which  there  are  no  previous  specimens  from  within  forty  miles  of  Buffalo* 

First,  was  a  fully  adult  drake  goldeneye,  which,  on  first  glance,  looked  like 
a  Barrow* s  Goldeneye,  but  on  closer  examination  here  proved  to  be  a  possible 
hybrid  with  the  Common  Goldeneye*  It  has  the  green  head,  bill  shape,  amount  of 
black  at  base  of  secondary  coverts,  and  the  white  lesser  wing  covers  of  clangula, 
but  the  triangular  white  face  spot,  amount  of  black  edging  on  flanks,  pronounced 
black  on  scapulars,  tendency  towards  a  crest,  and  the  black  feathers  at  front  of 
wing  projecting  onto  the  breast  of  islandica*  So  that  it  possesses  five  islandica 
and  four  clangula  characters*  The  only  other  recorded  possible  hybrid  between 
these  two  closely-related  ducks  (also  in  the  R.O*M.)  was  a  mature  drake  from 
Petitcodiac,  New  Brunswick,  recorded  by  Snyder  (V'ilson  Bull*,  Sept*,  1953,  p*  199) 
It  was  taken  April  14,  1951,  by  H.C.  vrhite  of  the  Fisheries  Research  Board  of 
Canada,  and,  strangely  enough,  has  a  purplish  head  with  a  round,  white  facial  spot 
just  the  reverse  of  the  Niagara  bird.  The  Niagara  bird  went  over  the  Falls  on 
December  20,  1956  (date  given  as  March,  1957,  incorrectly,  by  Beardslee  in  The 
Kingbird,  May,  1957,  p.  16,  and  recorded  as  a  Barrow* s  Goldeneye  by  Speirs,  in 
Bull.  75,  Fed.  Ont .  Nat.,  Mar.  1957,  p,  31).  The  breeding  ranges  of  the  two 
goldeneyes  apparently  meet  in  Ungava  and  Labrador. 

The  other  specimen  was  a  mottled-plumaged  juvenile  Pomarine  Jaeger  (Ster- 
c orarius  pomarinus )  which  went  over  the  Falls  on  October  30,  1957,  and  like  the 
"goldeneye,  was  retrieved  by  Muma  at  the  foot  of  the  Canadian  cataract.  It  is  a 
male  and  weighed  17  l/4  ounces.  It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  at  least  three 
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Barrow*  s  goldeneye  ( c on  * 1 1 ) 


birds  of  this  species  were  seen  at  Burlington  and  Port  Nelson,  at  the  western  end 
of  Lake  Ontario,  between  October  5  and  23,  1957  (Vfood  Duck,  Nov.  and  Dec.,  1957, 
published  by  the  Hamilton  Nature  Club),  and  the  Falls  bird  could  easily  have  been 
one  of  them# 


J.L.  Baillie, 

Department  of  Ornithology, 

Royal  Ontario  Museum. 


*  *  *  * 

THE  DICKCISSEL  (Spiza  americana)  IN  ELMA,  NET;  YORK 

During  the  period  3-8  June  1957  a  singing  male  Dickcissel  (8piza  americana) 
was  observed  by  several  members  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  (Axtell, 
Nathan,  Rathbun)  on  the  farm  of  Mr.  John  Klehm  in  Elma  ,  New  York#  The  farm  is 
located  on  the  oast  side  of  Bowen  Rond  north  of  the  Jamison  Road  and  south  of  Rice 
Road.  Mr.  Klehm  was  not  familiar  with  this  species  but  he  stated  that  he  had 
heard  it  singing  in  his  dooryard  for  at  least  a  week  prior  to  its  discovery  on 
June  3  by  Miss  Frances  Rathbun  and  the  writer*  The  bird  sang  most  commonly  from  a 
perch  on  top  the  chimney  of  the  farmhouse  and  from  a  partially  dead  apple  tree 
several  yards  behind  the  house.  It  also  sang  frequently  from  perches  on  top  of  n 
blue  spruce  in  the  dooryard  and  from  adjacent  power  lines.  Immediately  to  the 
re^.r  of  the  farmhouse  is  a  meadow  of  several  acres  in  extent  consisting  largely  of 
a  rich  growth  of  red  clover.  This  country  in  this  general  area  is  open  farmland 
where  much  of  the  land  is  used  for  pastureland  and  hay.  It  is  in  this  type  of 
country  that  the  Dickcissel  is  found  in  its  normal  range  in  the  mid-west*  Although 
this  particular  individual  apparently  did  not  remain,  this  area  warrants  careful 
watch  in  future  nesting  seasons. 


Richard  C.  Rosche 
48  Dartmouth  Avenue 
Buffalo  15,  New  York 
16,  June  1957 


*  *  * 


PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 


The  following  meetings  are  on  Wednesdays  in  the  Humboldt  Room  of  the  Buffalo 
Museum  of  Science. 

May  14  -  Report  of  April  Bird  Count 

May  28  -  "Some  Natural  Features  of  the  Niagara  Region  in  Relation  to  Bird  Habitat"- 
Spoaker:  Robert  Andrle#  The  talk  will  be  illustrated  with  colored 
slides • 

*  *  * 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

The  following  field  trips  are  on  Sundays  unless  otherwise  stated: 

Sat  urdny-Sunday ,  April  26-27  -  Nil  son  Club  Meeting  at  Wheeling,  V.r .  Va.  Call 

Harold  Mitchell  (SP.  8612)  for  details. 

April  27  -  South  Shore  of  Lake  Erie  and  Inland  -  Leader:  Ed  Ulrich  (PA.  8896). 

Meet  at  City  Hall  at  7:00  AM-DST  or  at  the  Alhambra  at  Athol  1 
Springs  at  7:30  AM-DST.  (^5) 


\ 


V 


Field  Trips  (con»t.) 

Snturiiay-Sundny,  May  10-11  -  Pymatuning  Weekend.  Call  Yinston  Brockner  (SU.5896) 

for  details. 

May  11  -  Chestnut  Ridge  Park  and  Emery  Park  -  Leader:  Arthur  Freitag  (AM. 1498). 

Meet  at  University  Plaza  at  7:30  A.M. 

May  18  -  May  Bird  Count 

May  25  -  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie  for  Hhimbrels  -  Leader:  Harold  Axtell (GR.4100) 

*  *  * 


NOTE: 

In  a  small  African  night-jar  (Cosmetornis  vexillarius)  one  of  the  primary 
"ring-feathers,  during  the  breeding-season,  attains  a  length  of  twenty-six  inches, 
whilst  the  bird  itself  is  only  ton  inches  in  length. 


The  Descent  of  Man 
CharlesDarwin 


*  *  * 


NOTE : 

Catherine  the  Great  recognized  the  human  failing  of  misjudging  sizes#  One  of 
her  proverbs  says : 

He  shot  at  a  crane  as  it 
flew  but  *twas  a  sparrow 
he  slew. 


*  *  * 
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Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffal o  Ornithological  Society, Inc* 

Buffalo ,  New  York 


THE  MONTH 


This  was  the  most  placid  March  since  1881,  and  the  third  lowest  average  wind 
speed  for  any  month  this  century*  The  temperature  was  1*5  degrees  above  the  mean; 
Procip  itation  was  1*36  inches  —  exactly  one-half  normal.  In  spite  of  warm 
weather,  migratory  birds  were  late  in  arriving,  the  most  likely  reason  being  that 
during  the  entire  month  there  Was  not  a  day  when  weather  and  wind  conditions  were 
good  for  migration*  The  nine  days  with  southerly  winds  were  at  least  partly  rainy 
or  drizzly*  On  the  last  eight  days  of  the  month  the  wind  bier/  constantly  from  the 
northeast  quarter,  but  finally  on  the  2.9th  and  30th  many  of  the  usual  March  migrants 
produced  a  fair  migration  in  spite  of  light  northeasterly  winds*  About  90 %  of  the 
total  number  of  goose  arriving  from  the  south  this  spring  came  during  those  two  days, 
so  that  by  late  the  second  day  about  the  maximum  number  for  the  season  was  present 
at  Oak  Orchard  and  the  Sinks.  Many  active  observers  had  not  seen  a  Robin  previous 
to  that  week-end  of  the  23th-30th.  In  an  hour  and  a  half  on  the  29th  we  observed 
migrating  overhead  near  Lake  View  -.bout  400  Robins,  300  Meadowlarks,  several  thousand 
black  icterids,  and  smaller  numbers  of  other  migrants*  Six  times  one  or  more  Blue¬ 
birds  -./ore  heard  high  overhead.  No  hawks  were  seen  in  that  migration.  Leaving  for 
the  North  were  a  Pine  Grosbeak  and  six  flocks  of  Redpolls  totaling  about  100  indiv¬ 
iduals*  On  this  same  day  the  first  silver  maple  blossoms  appeared*  The  first  Swans 
were  reported  the  30th,  unusually  late*  Short-eared  Owls  havo  been  present  this 
'"intv-r  in  more  than  the  usual  numbers  and  localities* 


Harold  Hi  Axtoll 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


*  -  indicates  first 

record  for 

the 

year 

F  -  M  ’* 

tt 

ii 

tt 

migration 

L  -  u  last 

tt 

tt 

n 

tt 

Pied-billed  Grebe  l 

Jar  • 

30F 

1 

E ,  Eden  Pond 

Bourne 

n 

30 

2 

0.  Orchard- 

Wolcottsvillo 

Handlings  et  al 

r:histling  Swan 

n 

30 

3 

Alabama 

Brockners,Tulinoff T  s 

ii 

31 

3 

’  olcottsville 

Mitchell 

Canada  Goose 

ii 

3F 

14 

Oak  Orchard  Swamp 

Cummings  rep*  Mitchell 

ii 

15 

36 

Sp  ringbrook 

Coggcshall 

(17) 

1 


» •: 


N b t gv/o rthy  Records 

(con 

*t.) 

Canada  Goose 

Mar 

•  16 

184 

(con*t .) 

ii 

23 

2200 

it 

30 

31000 

♦Snow  Goose 

tt 

29 

3 

it 

30 

1-3 

♦Blue  Goose 

ti 

30 

2 

ii 

31 

2 

♦Gadwall 

n 

31 

1 

Pintail 

tt 

2F 

8 

n 

23 

960 

Green -w.  Teal 

tt 

30  F 

2 

*Bluo-w«  Teal 

i» 

30 

1 

American  v idgoon 

ii 

23  F 

2 

ii 

27 

1 

tt 

30 

35 

♦Shove lor 

tt 

30 

1 

*ding*neckcd  Duck 

ii 

30 

26 

ti 

30 

35 

n 

30 

6 

Lessor  Scaup 

ti 

15F 

20 

harlequin  Duck 

it 

8L 

2 

♦Ruddy  Duck 

it 

29 

2 

it 

30 

10 

Hooded  Merganser 

n 

13 

2 

it 

23 

1 

♦Turkey  Vulture 

ti 

13 

2 

it 

29 

6 

♦Red-should*  Hawk 

tt 

6 

1 

it 

20 

1 

Rough- 1 or  *  H awk 

ti 

29 

2 

Marsh.  Hawk 

it 

15 

1 

it 

23 

1 

♦Pdregrinc  Falcon 

it 

29 

1 

♦  Coot 

it 

30 

20 

Killdcer 

ii 

13 

1 

Glaucous  Gull 

ii 

8 

1 

Iceland  Gull 

it 

9 

1 

it 

15 

1 

Bonaparte*s  Gull 

it 

28 

2 

Long-eared  Owl 

it 

5 

2 

it 

23 

1 

n 

29 

3 

it 

30 

1 

Tufted  Titmouse 

tt 

2 

1 

Robin 

ti 

10 

1 

♦Bluebird 

tt 

30 

1 

Cedar  ."axwing 

tt 

29 

2 

i  northern  Shrike 

ti 

1 

2 

it 

2 

1 

it 

2 

1 

Alabama 

Brockners 

Sinks-0.  Orchard 

Mitchell  et  al 

ti  n  tt 

‘  oleott svil le- 

Brockners 

Onk  Orchard 

Tulinoff *  s 

tt  it  it 

Many  observers 

Fchrle  Dr « -Sinks 

Fondlings  et  al 

Steiner  Rd.  Sinks 

Mitchell 

Nice  Rd  •  Sinks 

ti 

Beaver  Is* 

Dr obits 

Sinks-Oak  Orchard 

Mitchell 

Alabama 

Brockners 

Clarence 

it 

Sinks-Oak  Orchard 

Mitchell  et  al 

Clarence  Sinks 

Coggeshall 

The  hi  1  e  Dr  *  -  3  ink  s 

Oak  Or char d- 

Fondlings 

k oleott svillo 

n 

Fchrle  Dr. -Sinks 

Oak  Or chard- 

Fondlings,  Brockners 

Mol  cmttsvi lie 

it 

Celeron 

Elderkin 

Niagara  River 

Fondlings,  Febster 

Niagara  Falls 

Dr obit s 

Fehrle  Dr.  Quarry 

Tfcndl  ings 

Celeron 

Elderkin 

Niagara  River 

Bacon  et  al 

Steiner  Rd. 

Mitchell  et  al 

Gainesville 

Folcottsvillo- 

Smith 

Oak  Orchard 

Tulinoffs,  McCanns 

Hamburg 

Bourne 

”  (N. Creek  Rd.) 

v oleott sville-Oak 

ii 

Orchard 

Tulinoffs 

Grand  Island 

Fend lings,  Febster 

Oak  Orchard 

Mitchell  et  al 

Chestnut  Ridge  Area 

Bourne 

Celeron 

Elderkin 

East  Aurora -N .River 

Bacon  et  al 

N ia gar a  Fa 11s, Ont • 

Drobits  et  al 

Grand  Island 

Brockners 

ii  it 

Fondlings,  Febster 

Celeron 

Elderkin 

Y  o ung  s' t  own  Com. 

Drobits 

Oak  Orchard 

Mitchell  et  al 

Long  Beach, Ont. 

Andrle,  Thill 

Oak  Orchard 

Fondlings  et  al 

Springbrook 

Mitchell ,Ulrichs 

Gainesville 

Smith 

Pembroke 

Mo 1 c  o tt  s vi 1 le - 

Brockners 

Oak  Orchard 

Tulinoffs 

Lockport-Lewiston 

Hamburg-Chestnut 

Bacon  et  al 

Ridge 

ii  ti 

Beaver  Island 

Drobits 

(18) 
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Not oworthy  Roc c  r  d s  (con * t  •  ) 


Northern  Shrike 

Mar, 

,  2 

1 

Boar  Swamp 

Brockners 

(con*t •) 

tt 

9 

1 

Grand  Island 

tt 

it 

10,14 

1,1 

Gainesville 

Smith 

t» 

13 

1 

East  Aurora-N.  River 

Bacon  et  al 

ii 

23 

1 

Akron 

Axtells  rep.  Mitchell 

Redwingod  Blackbird  M 

12F 

several  Oak  Orchard  swamp 

Cummings  rep.  ?litchcll 

it 

13 

1 

E.  Aurora-N,  River 

Bacon  et  al 

it 

13 

60 

Batavia 

Buck land 

*  Rusty  Blackbird 

it 

28 

20 

Jame  st  own 

Elderkin 

it 

30 

6 

Sinks-Oak  Orchard 

Brockners 

ii 

30 

30 

R’chrle  Dr. -Sinks 

Fondlings  et  al 

Grackle 

ti 

8F 

3 

Creeksidc  Dr., N. Falls 

Hcilborn 

it 

15 

8 

Gainesville 

Smith 

*Cowbird 

t» 

8 

1 

Grand  Island 

Drobits 

it 

30 

20 

Sinks-Oak  Orchard 

Brockners 

Evening  Gr o sbeak 

all 

month 

3 

Gainesville 

Smith 

n 

it 

6 

Lest  Falls 

Matlocks 

it 

ii 

6-30 

Hamburg  (feeder) 

Avery s 

Mr. 

2 

70 

Hamburg-Chestnut  Ridg 

o  Bacon  et  al 

tt 

2 

50 

Springbrook 

Mitchell,  Ulrich 

n 

2 

12 

E.  Aurora 

tt  tt 

it 

13 

40 

it  tt 

Bacon  et  al 

tt 

16 

1 

V illiamsville 

Aright 

n 

27 

1 

Lellsville 

Mitchell 

Pine  Grosbeak 

tt 

2 

2 

Chestnut  Ridge  Pk, 

Bacon  et  al 

it 

8 

2 

it  it  tt 

Bourne 

Common  Redpoll 

tt 

1 

50 

Lockp^  rt -Lewi st  on 

Bacon  et  al 

tt 

5 

2 

Alison 

Drobits 

it 

11 

51 

Alden 

Brockners 

it 

12 

150 

Elma 

Cogge shall 

it 

16 

1 

Buffalo -Alb ion 

Brockners 

n 

22 

3 

Senfcrt  Rd. 

Bourne 

tt 

28 

75 

Thruway  &  Amsdell  Rd, 

tt 

Lapland  Long spur 

ii 

22 

1 

Bunting  Rdi 

tt 

3 new  Bunting 

tt 

2 

10 

Hamburg-Chestnut  Ridg 

e  Bacon  et  al 

it 

2 

50 

Spr i ngb r  o ok-E .  Aur  c  r a 

Mitchell i  Ulrichs 

tt 

2 

50 

Batavia 

Buckland 

»t 

22 

225 

Newton  &  Bunting  Rds. 

Bourne 

Species  and  subspecies 

previ  c 

■usly 

recorded: 

83 

Additional  specie 

s  and 

subspecies 

18 

Total  to  date: 

101 

Addenda : 

I  c  o  1  and  Gul  1  ( Kuml  i  eni  ] 

1  Feb.  1 

1  Niagara  Falls, Ont.  Mitchell,  Ulrich 

*\  yrtlo  '  arblcr 

it 

2 

1  Li Ison 

Lehror 

*  *  *  * 

AN 

APPEAL  TO  MEMBERS 

FOR 

PARTICIPATION  IN 

RESEARCH  ON  THE  BIRDS  OF 

OUR  REGION 

OUTLINING  INDIVIDUAL  .LTD  C-ROUP  PROJECTS 


During  the  post  quarter  of  a  century  our  society  ho s  mode  significant  con- 
tributiens  to  the  knowledge  of  the  birds  of  this  area.  Much  of  this  motcriol  hos 
been,  utilized  by  ornithologists  out  si  do  of  our  territory  in  correlating  information 

(19) 
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An  Appeal  to  Members  (con*t.) 

on  tho  birds  of  the  continent.  There  is  o.  great  deal  more  to  be  learned  and  if  we 
continue  to  gather  information  about  the  birds  of  our  region  the  Buffalo  Ornitho- 
1  ical  Society  and  those  members  who  make  contributions  to  this  research  will  gain 
increasingly  greater  recognition  in  tho  ornithological  world. 

The  research  projects  mentioned  in  this  article  are  only  a  few  of  those  which 
may  be  investigate1.  They  have  been  carefully  selected  so  as  to  present  consider¬ 
able  variation  in  typo  of  project  (emphasis  an  field,  reference,  etc.),  and  such 
aspects  as  length  of  time  involve1,  amount,  and  difficulty  of  work.  Some  require 
field  investigation  primarily,  some  principally  the  use  of  reference  material, 
while  others  employ  both  the  foregoing  procedures.  The  time  devoted  to  each  project 
may  often  be  arbitrary. 

Participants  can  publish  progress  and  final  reports  in  The  Pr^thonotary .  This 
is  an  excellent  way  to  contribute  to  the  ornithological  knowledge  of  our  area.  The 
members  of  the  research  committee  are  ready  to  advise  and  assist  any  person  who 
requests  aid  in  carrying  out  a  project;  this  may  involve  suggestions  such  as  sub¬ 
ject,  time  required,  methods  of  procedure,  compilation  and  publishing  of  data,  etc. 
Invest igati  ns  may  bo  undertaken  not  only  on  tho  projects  outlined  herein  but  also 
on  '•'thers  which  are  already  in  progress  or  originate  from  tho  membership,  d.’c  of 
the  research  committee  urge  tho  members  to  cooperate  in  helping  to  further  this 
program* 


The  following  projects  would  all  bo  of  value  at  the  present  stage  of  our 
research: 


1.  Bo  birds  use  feeding  stations  during  nesting  season  to  feed  their  young?  This 
can  be  entirely  an  individual  observation  project  or  may  be  a  cooperative  one 
with  those  who  have  feeding  stations. 

?,  Tho  pattern  of  occurrence  of  Snowy  Owls  in  our  study  area  from  past  records. 
This  is  a  reference  project  using  The  Prothonotory  and  material  from  other 
sources.  This  study  may  establish  cycles  and  distribution. 

Pilot  was  the  effect  of  the  severe  weather  as  in  February  1958  on  our  Carolina 


'dr on  population?  This  would  bo  an  ob 

4,  No  nests  have  been  found  in  our  terri 
which  would  make  a  worthwhile  subject 
brood  while  others  may  likely  nest  at 

Common  Loon 
Red-nocked  Grebe 
Horned  Grebe 
Common  Egret 

Yellow-crooned  Night  Heron 
Godvall 

American  Ti  da  eon 
Groen-wingc I  Teal 
Ring -necked  Duck 
Lessor  Scaup 
Ruddy  Duck 
Hooded  Merganser 
C  onmon  Ho  r  g  an  s  e  r 
Go  s hawk 

1 


;ervation  and  contact  project. 

;ory  for  the  following  species,  any  one  of 
for  a  project:  (several  arc  known  to 
some  future  tine) 

Osprey 

Peregrine  Falcon 
Gray  Partridge 
Turkey 
Yellow  Rail 

Yell ow-b e 1 1 ie d  FI y c at c he r 
Olive-sided  Flycatcher 
Tufted  Titmouse 
't’rhite-eycd  Vireo 
d orm-e at ing  'Garb  1  er 
Parula  warbler 
'  o  stern  Idea  d  owl  ark 
Phit e-throat cd  Sparrow 
Lincoln  *  s  Sparrow 
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An  -ppeal  to  Members  (con ft • ) 

5*  The  past  and  present  breeding  localities  and  nesting  data  on  any  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  species o  "c  have  very  little  information  on  the  breeding  of  these  birds  in 
our  territory.  This  is  a  reference  and  field  project  which  can  be  carried  out 
by  an  individual  or  a  group. 


Mute  St, Tin 

Pintail 

Shove lor 

Turkey  Vulture 

Sharp- shinned  Hawk 

B  r  o  a  d  -win, ;  c  d  K  awk 

Bald  Eagle 

Pigeon  Hawk 

American  Coot 

Barn  Owl 

Long-eared  Owl 

Short— eared  Owl 

Saw-whet  Owl 

’ hip-poor-will 

Chimney  Swift 

Pileate  1  Woodpecker 

Red-bellied  Aoodpecker 

Yell ow-b e 1 1 i o d  S a p s uc ko r 

Acadian  Flycatcher 

Traill* s  Flycatcher 

Least  Flycatcher 

Blue  Jav 

Re d -b  r e  a  s  t  e  d  Hut hat c  h 
Brown  Creeper 


Carolina  I  ron 
Mockingbird 
Hermit  Thrush 
Swa in  s  on  *  s  Thrush 
Blue-gray  Gnatcatcher 
Golden-crowned  Kinglet 
Yellow-throated  Viroo 
Solitary  Vireo 
Marbling  Vireo 
B 1 ack-a nd-whit c  barb 1 cr 
Blue-winged  Warbler 
Nashville  ITarbler 
Black-throated  Blue  ITarbler 
Praire  Warbler 
Northern  Waterthrush 
Yellow-breasted  Chat 
Hooded  Warbler 
Canada  Warbler 
Orchard  Oriole 
Purple  Finch 
Grasshopper  Sparrow 
Hons 1 ow  *  s  S par row 
Slate-colored  Junco 
Winter  ’Aren 


6,  Compilation  of  an  ornithological  bibliograp  hy  on  various  branches  of  the 

science  such  as  field  identification,  complete  plumage  description,  distribution, 
migration,  study  techniques,  etc,  and  also  popular  types  such  as  anthologies, 
travelogues,  etc.  A  list  such  as  this  would  be  valuable  for  reference  on  pro¬ 
ject  work  especially  if  it  was  of  a  critical  nature. 


7,  ’There  and  in  what  habitat  does  the  Short-hilled  Marsh  rrren  breed  in  our  region? 
Is  the  vegetation  similar  in  its  various  breeding  localities?  How  do  changes  in 
habitat,  plant  ;rowth,  moisture,  etc,  effect  the  sp  ecies? 


8,  A  study  of  the  relative  abundance  in  our  area  of  Green  and  Blue-winged  Teal 
outside  the  brooding  season. 


9,  Is  there  a  cycle  in  the  occurrence  of  Pine  Grosbeaks  in  our  territory?  Of 
Common  Redpolls?  White-win  ;ed  Crossbills?  Red  Crossbills? 

10,  Does  the  Pino  Warbler  breed  within  the  territory  covered  by  the  Buffalo 
Ornithological  Society?  This  is  principally  a  field  project  but  also  may 
require  reference  research.  Like  those  species  mentioned  in  number  four  above 
its  nest  has  never  been  found  in  our  region, 

11,  A  study  of  bird  color  standards  which  are  or  have  been  in  scientific  usage. 
This  would  be  a  reference  project  and  by  mentioning  texts  would  contribute  to 
better  verification  write-ups. 


n 

t 


Individual  or  small  group  censuses  of  specialised  areas  in  the  breeding  season, 
o.g,  open  fields,  farmlands  abandoned  to  second  growth,  reforested  areas,  hogs. 
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An  Appeal  to  Members  (can’t.) 

13  •  A  study  of  crow  roosts  in  our  or  on;  starling  nnd  blackbird  roosts;  swallow 
roosts;  chimney  swift  roosts*  This  would  involve  field  study  outside  of  the 
brooding  sen son* 

14.  ’’.here  do  birds  spend  the  night?  This  would  apply  to  nil  species  with  the 
exception  of  those  going  tc  coloninl  roosts. 

Buffnlo  Ornithological  Society 

Research  Committeo 

Bernard  Nathan  -  Chairman 
Ro''  ert  F.  Andrle 
Harold  D.  Mitchell 
Hard  l  H .  /ex tell 
Robert  I).  Coggeshall 

*  *  *  * 

PROGRAM  -  MEET IHGS 

I  ay  28  -  "Some  Natural  Features  of  the  Niagara  Frontier  Region  in  relation  to  Bird 
Habitats"  -  Speaker:  Robert  Andrle.  The  talk  rill  be  illustrated  with 
colored  slides.  (Humboldt  Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science) 

June  11  -  deport  on  Hay  Bird  Count  by  John  K.  McCormick,  leader.  Illustrated  talk 
on  "Summer  Birding  in  the  Area;  ".'here  to  Go  and  That  to  See"  by  Bernard 
Nathan.  (Humboldt  Room  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science) 

June  25  -  Picnic  supper  meeting  at  Old  Fort  Erie  at  6:00  P.M.  Bring  your  supper. 
Bird  walk  will  follow  mooting. 

PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

Hav  25  -  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie  for  bhimbrols.  Leader:  Dr.  Harold  Axtell. 

GR,  4100.  Meet  at  Vermont  Street  entrance  to  the  Peace  Bridge  at  6:30  AM. 
June  8  -  Breeding  Bird  Census  at  the  T.'illiam  P.  Alexander  Preserve  in  Zoar  Valley* 
Leader:  Bernard  Nathan,  BE,  6030.  Meet  at  6:30  A.M.  at  City  Hall. 

June  2?  -  Gull  Island,  Ontario.  Leader:  Harold  D.  Mitchell,  SP.  8612.  Meet  at 

Vermont  St.  entrance  to  the  Peace  Bridge  at  7:30  A.M.  or  at  Port  Maitland 
Dock  at  8:30  A.M.  In  case  of  inclement  weather  the  trip  will  be  hold  on 
June  29.  Call  leader  for  reservations  and  bring  your  lunch. 

July  20  -  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie  for  Shore  Birds.  Loader:  Gertrude  b'ebster. 
Pa.  7768.  Meet  at  Vermont  St.  entrance  to  the  Peace  Bridge  at  7:00  A.M. 

|  Bring  your  lunch. 

PROGRAM  -  BREAKFAST 

June  7  -  Delaware  Park  Rose  Garden.  Breakfast  will  be  served  from  7:00  to  9:00  A.M 
Price  $1.00#  Make  reservations  with  Sylvia  Brockner,  Chairman.  SU  5896. 

BIRD  'BALKS  IN  DELAWARE  PARK 

Bird  "alks  will  continue  in  Delaware  Park.  Meet  at  the  b'indsor  Avenue  entrance  at 
7:00  A.M.  Leaders  are  as  follows: 

ibay  17  -  Marie  and  Margaret  V.-endling  May  24  -  Dr.  Arthur  Freitag 

b  y  31  -  Harold  D.  Mitchell  _ June  7  -  Edward  C.  Ulrich 

. 

Please  mail  your  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  3rd  day  of  the  following 
month  to  Cyril  T.  1  olfling,' Box  87,  a.l len,  N.Y. 

ACTING  EDITOR:  Kathryn  LI.  Pracmassing,  87  Linden  Avo.,  Buffalo  14,  N.Y.  (2 

TREASURER:  Mrs.  Valter  Klabunde,  Creek  Road  Extension,  R.D.  1,  Lewiston,  N.Y. 
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THE  MONTH 


Local  climatological  data  shows  that  April  was  generally  mild,  the  daily 
average  temperature  only  once  dropping  below  freezing  and  the  monthly  average  being 
4*4  degrees  above  normal.  Area  bird  watchers  welcomed  the  sun  during  a  month  which 
was  second  sunniest  in  fifty  years.  However,  precipitation  was  1.4  inches  above 
normal  and  the  last  snowfall  of  4.2  inches  occurred  on  the  7th  and  8th,  which  were 
also  the  coldest  days  of  April,  Lake  Erie  was  mostly  freed  of  ice  during  the  first 
half  of  the  month.  Despite  the  excess  rainfall  and  heavy  snow  cover  in  the  hills. 


.tor  in  the  flooded 


ire  i 


,s  oast  and  northeast  of  Buffalo  continued  to  disappear 


rap  idly.  Canada  Geese  remained  in  these  sections  in  good  numbers  but  the  month 
produced  one  of  the  poorest  flights  of  Whistling  Swan s  in  memory.  Southerly  winds 
and  relatively  warm  temperatures  prevailed  during  the  second  half  of  April  and  some 
interesting  hawk  flights  occurred  along  the  south  shore  of  Lake  Erie*  In  general, 
however,  land  birds  were  low  in  numbers  and  some  species  arrived  rather  late.  The 
•'moarance  of  two  Common  Egrets,  one  near  Wolcottsvillo  and  another  on  Grand  Island, 
wrhaps  reflected  the  warm  weather.  The  scarcity  of  Eastern  Bluebirds  and  Phoebes 
was  noteworthy  and  Evening  Grosbeaks  continued  to  deplete  feeding  station  stocks  in 


Ur ' 

i  i 


region.  A  singing  Western  Meadowlark,  found  by  Brownstei n  near  Stromncss, 


Ontario,  was  a  most  interesting  discovery  of  a  specios  which  should  be  listened  for 
more  intensively  here. 


Robert  F.  Andrlo 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


*  -  indicates  first 

record  for 

the 

year 

V 

F  -  «  ” 

tt 

tt 

tt 

migration 

L  -  ”  last 

tt 

tl 

tt 

tt 

Common  Loon 

April 

6F 

1 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Brockner 

Red-necked  Grebe 

tt 

18 

11 

at  Rt.  63,  Lake  Ont. 

Andrle  et  al 

Horned  Grebe 

tt 

12F 

16 

YJhrle  Rd.  quarry 

Wend lings 

tt 

20 

50 

Cassadaga  Lake 

Elderkin 

tt 

25 

391 

Lakes  S.E.  of  Buffalo 

Mitchell 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

tt 

20 

20 

Cassadaga  Lake 

Elderkin 

(23) 


*t.) 


il  19 

1 

Yiolcottsville 

Clemesha 

20 

1 

it 

Mitchell  et  al 

15 

1 

Big  Tree  Rdo 

Courno 

21 

1 

East  Edon  Pond 

Bourne 

6 

2 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Elderkin 

20 

14,000 

Oak  Orchard 

Brockner, Mitchell  et  al 

4 

1 

Clarence  Sillies 

Brockner 

18 

2 

Shelby  Sinks 

Andrle  et  al 

20 

2 

Cassadaga  Lake 

Elderkin 

25 

14 

it  it 

Bourne 

20 

8 

tt  tt 

Elderkin 

27 

5 

Lily dale 

Brockner 

27 

11 

Allegany  St«  Pk. 

Andrle,  Gamble, Thill 

6F 

28 

South  shore  Lake  Erie  Brockner 

10 

1 

Angola 

Bourne 

27 

104 

South  shore  L.Eric 

Brockner 

20 

2 

Lake  Ontario  shore 

Tulinoff 

27 

225 

South  shore  L.  Erie 

Brockner 

20 

2 

Lake view 

Bourne 

17 

1 

York shore 

tt 

20 

1 

Morgans  Point 

Brownstein,  Nathan 

15 

1 

Kehe  Rd. 

Rams dell.  Bacon 

12 

1 

Langford 

Bourne 

17 

2 

hud  Lake,0nt * 

Brownstein 

27 

2 

Oak  Orchard 

Nathan  et  al 

26 

1 

Beaver  I' -endow  Refuge 

Mitchell 

8 

1 

Hamburg 

Bourne 

12 

2 

East  Aurora 

Bacon  et  al 

22 

4 

Grand  Island 

Brownstein 

27 

1 

Angola 

Brockners 

29 

1 

Eickox  Rd. 

Bourne 

5 

1 

East  Edon  Pond 

tt 

16 

60 

Shelby  Sinks 

Andrle,  Ebert 

27 

1 

Beaver  Island 

Webb,  Dr obits 

25L 

1 

Silver  Creek 

Bourne 

16 

6 

Erie  Beach 

Brownstein 

14 

1 

Morgans  Point 

t» 

16 

2 

Buffalo 

Bourne 

20 

3 

Mohawk  Po int , Ont • 

B  r  owns  te  in¬ 

21 

1 

Mohawk  Point 

ti 

6 

1 

Findley  Lake 

Brockner 

27 

3 

Oak  Orchard 

Brownstein  et  al 

12F 

1 

Forest  Lawn 

Brockner 

6 

4 

Point  Gratiot 

tt 

28 

1 

Newton  Rd. 

Bourne 

8 

6 

Wolcottsvi.  lie 

it 

27 

14 

Bear  Lake 

Brockner 

17 

3 

Rockhouso  Point 

Brownstein 

12 

2 

Langford 

Bourne 

27 

1 

Bear  Lake 

Brockner 

6 

1 

Silver  Creek 

tt 

29 

1 

C r e s ont  Beach, Ont . 

Brownstein 

12 

1 

01  can 

Eaton 

8 

1 

nest  Rose  Hill, Ont. 

Fisk 

12 

1 

West  Falls 

Matlocks 

29 

2 

tt  tt 

tt 

29 

1 

Morgan  Point, Ont. 

Brownstein 

2 

1 

Hamburg 

Csont,  Ramsdcll 

20 

1 

Ole  an 

(24) 

Eaton 

Noteworthy  Records  (c  on  * t • ) 


*B1.  &  Mh.  Marblor  April 

29 

1 

*Nashvillo  Marble r 

it 

29 

1 

♦Yellow  Marblor 

it 

23 

1 

♦Bl.-thr.  Gr.  Marblor 

t! 

27 

1 

♦Palm  Marblor 

II 

29 

1 

♦La.  Matcrthrush 

II 

28 

1 

♦Me  st  e r n  Meadowlark 

It 

29 

1 

♦Purple  Finch 

It 

23 

1 

tt 

27 

1 

It 

30 

2 

*' h.itc-w.  Crossbill 

tt 

20 

3 

♦Grasshopper  Sparrow 

It 

22 

1 

♦Vesper  Sparrow 

It 

9 

2 

♦Fcx  Sparrow 

tl 

2 

2 

Morgan  Point, Ont. 

n  ti  it 

Gainsville 
Allonborg  Dog 
Morgan  Point, Ont. 
Chestnut  Ridge  Park 
Stromness,Ont 0 
Jamestown 
Bear  Lake 
Hamburg 

Morgan  Point,  Ont. 
Hickox  Rd. 

Chestnut  Ridge  Park 
Clean 


Brownstein 

it 

E.V.  Smith 

Andrlo,  Gamble,  Ty^ll 

Brownstein 

Bourne 

Brownstein 

Elderkin 

Brocknor 

Bourne 

Nathan,  Brovmstein 
Bourne 

tt 

Eat  on 


Species  and  subspecies  previously  recorded 
Additional  species  and  subspecies 
Total  to  date 


101 

63 

164 


RESOLUTION  OF  APPRECIATION 

INASMUCH  AS  Ray  McCann  acted  as  Editor  of  the  Frothonotary  for  eight  years,  and 

INASITJCE  AS  her  gave  generously  and  patiently  of  his  time,  energy  and  skill  to 
this  position  through  the  years, 

PE  IT  RESOLVED  that  the  members  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  express 
their  deep  appreciation  and  gratitude  to  Mr,  McCann  for  his  loyal  and  devoted  work 
as  Editor  of  the  Frothonotary,  and 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED  that  a  copy  of  this  Resolution  be  sent  to  Mr,  McCann, 
be  spread  upon  the  minutes  of  the  Society,  and  be  published  in  The  Frothonotary. 


A  BIBLIOGRAPHY 


References  in  the  following  bibliography  were  employed  as  source  material  for 
portions  of  the  talk  "Some  Natural  Features  of  the  Niagara  Region  in  Relation  to 
Bird  Habitat”  which  was  presented  at  a  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  meeting  on 
May  23,  1958,  They  are  contained  in  the  libraries  of  the  Buffalo  Museum  of  Science 
and  it  is  hoped  they  will  prove  of  informational  value  to  members  of  the  Society. 

Allen,  A. A.  The  Book  of  Bird  Life.  1930. 

Eaton,  E.H.  The  Birds  of  New  York  State.  Memoir  12.  N.Y.S.  Museum.  1910. 

Shelford,  V.E.  ot  al.  Bird  Distribution  and  Ecological  Concepts.  Milson 

Bulletin  57:  191-201,  243-252.  1945. 

Carpenter,  J.R.  The  Biomc.  American  Midland  Naturalist  21:  75-91.  1939. 

Mordoff,  R.A.  The  Climate  of  New  York  State.  Cornell  University  Agricultural 

Experiment  Station.  Bulletin  444.  1925. 

Morriam,  C.H.  Life  Zones  and  Crop  Zones  of  the  United  States.  U.S.  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Agriculture,  Bulletin  10.  1898. 

Saunders,  A. A.  Ecology  of  the  Birds  of  Quaker  Run  Valley,  Allegany  State 

lark.  N.Y.S.  Museum  Handbook  16.  1936. 

Var.  authors.  The  Botanical  Survey  of  the  Allegany  State  Park.  N.Y.S. 

Museum  Handbook  17,  1937, 
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Fitelka,  F.A.  Distribution  of  Birds  in  Relation  to  Major  Biotic  Commun¬ 
ities.  American  Midland  Naturalist.  25:  113-137.  1941. 

Zenkert,  C.A.  Flora  of  the  Niagara  Frontier  Region.  1934. 

Clements,  F.E.  &  V.E.  Shelford.  Bio-Ecology.  1939. 

Livingstone,  B.E,  &  F.  Shreve.  The  Distribution  of  Vegetation  in  the  United 

States  as  Related  to  Climatic  Conditions.  Carnegie  Institution 
of  Washington.  Publication  No.  284,  1921. 

Weaver,  J.E.  oc  F.E.  Clements,  riant  Ecology.  1929  (rev.  1938). 

Var,  authors.  Atlas  of  American  Agriculture.  (Land  Relief,  Climate,  Soils 

and  Natural  Vegetation) •  u7s .  Department  of  Agriculture.  1936. 
Nichols,  G.E,  T ho  H eml o c k- 1  ~h.it e  line -N o rt he r n  Hardwood  Region  of  Eastern 

North  America.  Ecology  16:  403-422 ,  1935® 

Shelford,  V.E.  &  S.  Olson.  Sere,  Climax  and  Influent  Animals  with  Special 

Reference  to  the  Transcontinental  Coniferous  Forest  of  North 

America.  Ecology  16:  375-402,  193  5*7 

Daubenmire,  R.F.  Merriam*s  Life  Zones  of  North  America.  The  Quarterly 

Review  of  Biology  13:  327-332.  1938. 

Robert  F,  Andrle 


APRIL  BIRD  COUNT 
April  13,  1958 

The  April  Bird  Count  was  held  on  a  clear,  sunny  day,  though  some  observers 
reported  cloudy  intervals.  The  temperature  ranged  from  38°  at  7  A.M.  to  55°  in  the 
afternoon.  There  was  a  cold  northwest  wind  at  ten  to  twenty  miles  per  hour  (less  in 
the  southern  counties) *  The  humidity  was  57%,  Farm  ponds  were  reported  frozen  in 
Allegany  and  Wyoming  counties.  Snow,  sometimes  several  feet  deep,  lay  on  north 
slopes  and  along  highways • 

The  season  having  been  unusually  late,  there  were  noticeably  lower  numbers  of 
spring  migrants,  though  the  count  was  hold  on  the  latest  date  in  fiffcoon  years. 

Party  after  party  remarked  that  the  birds  seemed  unusually  scarce  and  especially 
quiet.  But  the  numbers  compare  favorably  in  many  respects.  Tho  total  number  of 
species  was  the  highest  ever  reported  -  115  -  tho  previous  high  having  been  114  in 
1956.  Ton  thousand  more  Canada  geese  were  reported  than  ever  before.  But  the  duck 
count  was  especially  low  with  Redheads,  Canva stacks,  and  both  Scaups  at  the  lowest 
count  ever.  Yet  though  the  total  number  of  individual  birds  seen  was  definitely 
below  average,  fifteen  species  wore  reported  in  all-time  high  numbers  - 
Rod-necked  Grebe,  Canada  Goose,  Snow  Goose,  Yfhite-vringed  Scoter,  Turkey  Vulture, 
Sharp-shinned  Hawk,  Osp  rey.  Mourning  Dove.  Red-breasted  Nut-hatch,  Starling, 

Rusty  Blackbird,  Grackle,  Cowbird,  Pipit,  Evening  Grosbeak. 

In  all,  there  wore  115  species,  99,056  individuals,  ond  27  territories  covered 
by  104  observers. 

The  following  are  the  observers  and  their  territories: 

1.  Fonthill,  Ont.  -  Salisbury 

2.  Thorold,  Ont.  -  Binghams 

3.  Wilson  -  Andrles 

4.  Middlcport  -  Axtclls 

5.  Oak  Orchard  -  Klabundes  (A  visiting  Hamilton  group  also  reported  on  Oak  Orchard- 

North,  Dowoll,  MacLaren,  Camming,  Hamel) 

6.  Port  Maitland,  Ont.  -  Nathan,  Braunberns,  Emersons 
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April  Bird  Count  ( c on 1 1 • ) 


7. 

8, 

9. 

10, 
11. 
12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 

2-1 , 


90 

<5  rZ 
CO% 


24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 


Lowbq^ks,  Ont.  -  Y.roldman,  Filer, 
Fort  Frio,  Ont.  -  hinds or,  Foul, 
Grand  Island  -  Mitchell,  Greene, 
Akron  «  Ulrichs,  Lovelace 


Bronstein 

Graham,  Jones 

S  c  hweng  or ,  Mabb  e 1 1  s , 


Clark, 


Buffalo  -  Freitags,  Cummiskeys 
Lancaster  -  T  handlings,  Mobster,  Samuels 
Batavia  -  Pixloy,  Mahoney,  Masons,  Annabels 
Hamburg  -  Bacon,  Bourne,  Nelson,  Avery,  Loersch,  Reuthors 
Jav"  -  Dietrich,  Cahill 


Angola  -  Creighton,  Heiberg,  Csont,  Ramsdcll 
Cattaraugus  -  Halls,  Knox,  Mild 
Dole van  -  R'cbbs 


Krayna 


Fillmore  -  not  covered 
Dunkirk  -  Schober,  Musacchios 

Cherry  Creek  -  Hiller,  Ahrens,  Chitivoods,  Maggio,  Beal,  Parker,  Anderson, 

Burgesons,  Bentley,  Belnap,  Carlson,  Evans,  Lawson,  Mealy, 
Swansons,  Ykiterman,  Smith,  Varmee 
Sherman  -  Brockners 

Frewsburg  -  Beal,  Parker,  Anderson,  Burgeson,  Belknap,  Carl son, Evans,  Lawson, 

Mealy,  Smith 

Allegany  State  Park  -  Bowen,  Turner 

-MLlegany  -  Eatons,  Meyer 

Cuba  Reservoir  -  same  as  25 

Bolivar  -  Maddrens,  McClures,  Baker ,  Brandes 

Alfred  -  same  as  27 


Species  recorded 


Figures  in  parentheses  indicate  territories  where  the  particular  species  was 
scon.  *  indicates  the  first  record  for  1958. 


Common  Loon 

20 

Bufflohead 

126 

*Rod-nockcd  Grebe 

20 

Old squaw 

618 

Homed  Grebe 

123 

White -winged  Scoter 

133 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

23 

* Common  Scot or 

1 

(9) 

Great  Blue  Heron 

41 

Ruddy  Duck 

6 

*Black-c r owned  Night 

Heron  1 

(26) 

Hooded  Merganser 

25 

*Huto  Swan 

1 

(22) 

Common  Merganser 

526 

1. Hist  ling  Swan 

18 

(26,28) 

Red-breasted  Me rganser 

1,353 

Canada  Goose 

25,722 

Turkey  Vulture 

62 

Snow  Goose 

5 

(3,10) 

Sharp- shinned  Hawk 

13 

Blue  Goose 

1 

(s) 

Cooper ?  s  Hawk 

7 

Mallard 

225 

Rod-tailed  Hawk 

89 

Black  Duck 

280 

Rod- shouldered  Hawk 

19 

Gadwall 

7 

Rough-legged  Hawk 

4 

Pintail 

1,814 

Marsh  Hawk 

60 

Green-winged  Teal 

12 

*0sprey 

5 

Blue-winged  Teal 

60 

Sparrow  Hawk 

69 

American  v idgoon 

177 

Ruffed  Grouse 

5 

Shovolor 

20 

Ring-necked  Pheasant 

97 

*•  food  Duck 

24 

Gray  Partridge 

2 

(7) 

Redhead 

2 

(20) 

American  Coot 

48 

Ring-necked  Duck 

129 

Killdoer 

213 

Can.vasback 

12 

American  Woodcock 

2 

(13,16) 

Greater  Scaup 

286 

Common  Snipo 

53 

Lesser  Scaup 

389 

Greater  Yellowlogs 

10 

Common  Goldeneye 

334 

’•‘Lesser  Yellowlogs 

1 

(5) 

(27) 
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April  Bird  Count  (con*t) 
"sbccics  Recorded 


♦Pectoral  Sandpiper 

15 

(5) 

Vlintcr  Wren 

4 

Iceland  Gull 

2 

(6,7) 

Carolina  Wren 

2 

(21,23) 

Groat  Black-backed  Gull 

14 

(4,6) 

Robin 

1,820 

Herring  Gull 

1,145 

^Hermit  ThrusJ? 

1 

(21) 

Ring -necked  Gull 

7,194 

Bluebird 

17 

Boncparte^  Gull 

1,336 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet 

70 

Rock  Dove 

267 

♦Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 

3 

(21) 

Mourning  Dove 

429 

Water  Pipit 

117 

Screech  Owl 

4 

(6,8) 

Cedar  Waxwing 

24 

♦Great  Horned  Owl 

5 

(7,8,21) 

♦Loggerhead  Shrike 

3 

Barred  Owl 

1 

(21) 

Common  Starling 

20,449 

Long-eared  Owl 

1 

0) 

♦Myrtle  Warbler 

1 

(21) 

Short-cared  Owl 

6 

(5,13) 

House  Sparrow 

3,145 

Belted.  'Kingfisher 

45 

Eastern  Meadowlark 

674 

Flicker 

26 

Redwinged  Blackbird 

12,260 

Pileatod  Woodpecker 

1 

(13) 

Rusty  Blackbird 

425 

Red-bellied  Woodpecker 

1 

(13) 

Common  Gracklo 

9,048 

Red-headed  Woodpecker 

4 

Brown-headed  Cowbird 

2,302 

Yellow-belliedSapsucker 

1 

(2) 

Cardinal 

66 

Ij£p.iry  Woodpecker 

16 

Evening  Grosbeak 

87 

Drr. my  Woodpecker 

55 

American  Goldfinch 

28 

Phoebe 

61 

♦Rufous- sided  Towhee 

4 

Prairie  Horned  Lark 

214 

♦Savannah  Sparrow 

Jl- 

66 

Tree  Swallow- 

112 

Vesper  Sparrow 

45 

Barn  Swallow 

2 

(7) 

Slatc-colorcd  Junco 

501 

Purple  Martin 

84 

Tree  Sparrow 

X 

182 

Blue  Jay 

77 

♦Chipping  Sparrow 

2 

(21) 

Common  Crow 

1,244 

♦Field  Sparrow 

23 

Black-capped  Chickadee 

243 

Til  it  o -throated  Sparrow 

3 

(21) 

Whit e-br ea st e d  Nuthatch 

45 

Fox  Sparrow 

7 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch 

16 

Swamp  Sparrow 

51 

Broun  Creeper 

40 

Song  Sparrow 

1,630 

At  least  a  thousand  gulls  were  seen  on  or  over  Gull  Island  -  unidentifiable, 
of  course. 


Mario  and  Margaret  Wendling 

net:  members 


Hr*  and  Mrs.  George  C.  Lctchworth  -  66  Hodge  Avenue  -  Buffalo,  New  York 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

July  20  -  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Eric  for  Shore  birds.  Leader:  Gertrude  Webster, 

Pa.  7768*  Meet  at  Vermont  St.  entrance  to  the  Peace  Bridge  at 
7:00  A.M*  Bring  y-^ur  lunch* 

August  24  -  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie  for  Shore  Birds,  Lco.der:  Francis  Tilley, 

Pa*  8643*  licet  at  Vermont  St.  entrance  to  the  Peace  Bridge  at  7:30 
A.M.  Bring  your  lunch. 
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PROGRAM  -  PICNICS 

Saturday,  July  19  -  Ficnic  at  the  hor.io  of  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Tfilliam  C.  Vaughan, 

Young stovnij  Now  York.  Field  trip  at  2:30  P.M.  Supper  at 
5:30  P.M.  $1  j50  for  the  "benefit  of  the  Sanctuary:,  For 
reservations  call  Eugenia  Pracmassing,  AT,  1618  by  Ju.  y  77. 

To  get  to  Vaughans ?  take  Route  18  to  Blairviile  Rd.  (which  is  4 
miles  north  of  Route  104) <•,  Vaughans*  brick  house  is  3.  c2 
miles  from  Route  18  on  Blairviile  Rd.  (Bring  fork,  spoon,  cup). 

August  -  some  Saturday  -  Plans  are  being  made  for  an  August  picnic.  Call 

Eugenia  Praemassing,  AT.  1618  for  information. 


******** 

Please  mail  your  records  for  each  month,  not  later  than  the  third  day  of  the 
fol loving  month,  to  Cyril  T.  hoi fling,  Box  87,  Alden,  No vi  York. 

ACTING  EDITOR:  Kathryn  M.  Praemassing,  87  Linden  Avenue,  Buffalo  14,  New  York 

TREASURER:  Mrs.  Valter  Klabunde,  Creek  Road  Extension,  R.D  1,  Lexviston,  N.Y* 
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Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society,  Inc. 

Buffalo  ,  1\J ott  York 
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THE  MONTH 


May,  as  is  often  the  case,  somewhat  reversed  the  expected  spring  weather  trend 
and  was  slightly  cooler  (1.4  degrees  F)  than  normal.  However,  since  sunshine  was 
13  per  cent  above  normal  and  p  recipitation  scattered  the  mo&fch  was  generally  > 

pleasant.  No  pronounced  storms  or  other  significant  weather  disturbances  occurred 
and  this  may  have  been  a  factor  bearing  on  the  rathor  jboor  migration  and  low  numbers 
of  many  land  bird  species  during  the  month.  The  ornithological  highlights  of  May 
wore  the  ^"o  stern  Grebe  observed  by  the  Lehrers  on  May  18  east  of  Olcott  on  Lake 
Ontario  and  the  Summer  Tfinager  first  seen  by  Miss  "Webster  and  later  by  many  members 
in  Forest  Lawn  Comet ory  from  May  14  to  16.  Also  outstanding  was  the  Yellow- 
throated  Warbler  observed  by  "Wright  at  Rockhouse  Point  on  the  Spring  Count  on  May  18* 
Two  Bald  Eagles  and  a  Peregrine  Falcon  Were  pleasing  observations  of  spocios  which 
are  apparently  becoming  generally  more  rare  and  less  frequently  noted  in  our  area* 

The  shorebird  migration  along  the  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie  was  noteworthy  for 
variety  and  numbers  and  the  continued  low  water  (almost  1.5  feet  below  normal) 
augers  well  for  the  southward  flight. 


Robert  F.  Andrle 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

*  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  year 
L  -  “  last  M  "  “  migration 


*D.-cr .  Cormorant 

May 

14 

1 

Buffalo  harbor 

Bourne 

Common  Egret 

it 

30 

1 

Buckhorn  Island 

Hoilborn 

‘".hi  s 1 1  ing  Swan 

it 

30L 

4 

Port  Coiborno,  Ont. 

Andrle,  Thill 

Can'' do.  Goose 

it 

4 

9000 

Oak  Orchard  & 

Wolcott svillc 

Brockners 

n 

31L 

87 

Oak  Orchard 

Norths 

* Brant 

it 

4 

20 

Morgan  Point, Ont. 

Nathan, Brownstoin, 
Braunberns 

( 

ti 

24 

1 

Point  Abino 

Bacon  ct  al 

H 

ti 

26 

5 

Morgan  Point, Ont. 

Brornstcin 

Gadwall 

n 

4 

2 

Rockhouse  Pfc.,0nt. 

Nathan,  Brovmstoin 

Pintail 

ti 

4L 

10 

Oak  Orchard 

Tulinoffs 

Gr  ;on-w.  Tool 

it 

4 

1 

Alabama 

(30) 

Brockners 

' 


•  .  • 


1 


1 


u 


Noteworthy  Records  (con *t  • ) 


*  American  "Widgeon 

May 

31 

1 

Oak  Orchard 

Norths 

Shoveler 

it 

4 

3 

Alabama 

Brockners 

Rough-leg.  Hawk 

n 

4 

2 

Rt.  18,  L.  Ont, 

Tulinoffs 

Bald  Eagle 

tt 

9 

1 

Taylor  Hollovr- 

Bacon  et  al 

tt 

10 

1 

Irving 

Brockners 

Peregrine  Falcon 

it 

8 

1 

Iiickox  Rd. 

Bourne 

♦Black-bell.  Plover 

t! 

15 

1 

Morgan  Pt9,Ont0 

Brownstein 

♦ Ruddy  Turnstone 

tt 

15 

3 

Rockhouso  Pt.,Ont. 

it 

If 

30 

(est ) 

500  “  n  " 

Brownstein,  Nathan 

♦Whimbrel 

tt 

22 

16 

Pt«  Abino,0nt» 

Andrle,  Coggeshall 

tt 

24 

47 

Canadian  Shore  L.Erie 

Bacon  et  al 

tt 

30 

31 

Rockhouse  Pt.,Ont. 

Andrle,  Thill 

♦Knot 

tt 

24 

1 

tt  tt  it 

Bacon  et  al 

11 

30 

7 

tt  it  tt 

Nathan,  Andrle  et  al 

*Wr.-rump.  Sandpiper 

It 

30 

3 

tt  tt  it 

Andrle,  Thill 

♦Least  Sandpiper 

tt 

7 

1 

Buffalo 

Bourne 

♦Dunlin 

tt 

30 

(est)lOOO/  Rockhouso  Pt.-Ont. 

Nat  han ,  Br  own stein 

♦Semipalm.  Sandpipei 

,  tt 

15 

3 

tt  tt  tt 

Brownstein 

♦Sander ling 

tt 

30 

3 

it  tt  tt 

Nathan,  Brownstein 

♦Laughing  Gull 

tt 

2? 

1 

Morgan  Point, Ont, 

Andrle,  Coggeshall  et  al 

tt 

26 

1 

Pt.  Abino,Ont. 

Brownstein 

♦Black-b.  Cuckoo 

It 

14 

1 

Elma 

Coggeshall 

Barred  Owl 

It 

25 

1 

Clymer 

Elderkin 

Short-eared  Owl 

all 

month 

Niagara  Falls 

Heilborn 

May 

•  3 

1 

Grand  Island 

Andrle,  Thill 

♦Yhip-poor-wil  1 

tt 

1 

1 

Hamburg 

Bourne 

it 

2 

1 

Jamestown 

Elderkin 

♦Nighthawk 

tt 

17 

1 

dean 

Eat  on 

tt 

17 

2 

Jamestown 

Elderkin 

♦Hummingbird 

«i 

10 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Heilborn 

♦Kingbird 

tt 

1 

1 

Beaver  Meadow 

Bacon  et  al 

♦Crested  Flycatcher 

it 

1 

1 

tt  tt 

tt  11  M 

♦hood  Pcwoe 

it 

16 

1 

Jamestown 

Elderkin 

♦Long-b.  Harsh  Wren 

tt 

14 

2 

Buffalo 

Bourne 

*:■  ockingbird 

tt 

15 

1 

Chestnut  Ridge  Park 

it 

♦Catbird 

tt 

3 

1 

Dunville,Ont. 

Brownstein 

♦Swains  on1 s  Thrush 

ti 

11 

1 

Cresent  Beach, Ont. 

Brownstein,  Woldemnn 

n 

11 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Heilborn 

♦Yoery 

it 

r. 

C 

2 

Sinking  Ponds 

Coggeshall 

♦Y  ell  ow-t  h  .  Vi  r  e  o 

tt 

10 

1 

Ole  an 

Eat  on 

tt 

10 

1 

Onoville 

Elderkin 

♦Red-eyed  Vireo 

it 

11 

1 

Hamburg 

Bourne 

♦Philadelphia  Vireo 

tt 

15 

1 

Morgan  Pt.,Ont. 

Brownstein 

♦Warbling  Vireo 

tt 

11 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Heilborn 

.♦Goldcn-w.  Warbler 

tt 

10 

1 

Oak  Orchard 

Tulinoff 

♦Bluo-w,  Warbler 

tt 

11 

2 

Erie  Beach  &  Roso*s 

Pt . , Ont • 

Brown st ein,  Wol  dmnn 

tt 

11 

1 

near  Brant 

Andrle,  Gompps 

♦Tones see  Warbler 

it 

1C 

1 

Oak  Orchard 

Tulinoffs 

♦Orange-cr.  Warbler 

tt 

13 

1 

Forest  Lawn 

Brockncr 

tt 

16 

1 

Delaware  Park 

Facklam 

♦Parula  Warbler 

tt 

15 

1 

Morgan  Point, Ont. 

Brownstein 

♦:  Vignol  ia  Warb  lor 

it 

2 

1 

dean 

Eaton 

tt 

4 

1 

Morgan  Point, Ont, 

Br  owns' t  ein , Nat  han , 
Braunbcrns 

♦Cape  May  W'arblcr 

ti 

4 

1 

Morgan  Point, Ont, 

J  •  Osgood 

♦  Hl.-th.  Bl.  Warbler  11 

11 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Heilborn 

♦Blackburn.  Warbler 

tt 

2 

1 

01  can 
(31) 
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(con!t .) 
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*Blackburn.  Warbler 

May  4 

4 

*Cbestnut-s*  Warbler  M 

3 

1 

*3ay-br.  Warbler 

tt 

15 

1 

*31ackpoll  Warbler 

tt 

17 

1 

♦Ovenbird 

tt 

3 

1 

♦Nor*  Waterthrush 

tt 

1 

1 

♦Mourning  Warbler 

tt 

16 

1 

♦Yellowthroat 

it 

11 

1 

♦Yellow-br,  Chat 

tt 

12 

1 

♦Hooded  Warbler 

tt 

13 

1 

♦Canada  Warbler 

it 

10 

1 

♦Redstart 

tt 

4 

2 

tt 

4 

1 

♦Bobolink 

tt 

3 

2 

V.r*  Meadowlark 

tt 

4 

2 

♦Baltimore  Oriole 

tt 

5 

1 

♦Scarlet  Tanagcr 

n 

14 

1 

♦Summer  Tana^er 

tt 

14-16 

1 

♦Rose-br.  Grosbeak 

tt 

4 

1 

Tree  Sparrow 

tt 

15L 

1 

♦Lincoln Sparrow 

11 

15 

4 

Rose  Hill, Ont* 
Morgan  Point,  Ont 
Forest  Lawn 

it  tt 

«  it 

Beaver  Meadows 
Jamestown 

tt 


Br owns tein, Nathan, Braunber ns 
•  J*  Osgood 

Brockners 

Nathan, Mite hell  et  al 
Nathan 

Bacon,  Ramsdell 
Elderkin 

tt 


Newman  Creek 
Chestnut  Ridge  Park 
Forest  Lawn 
Rose  Hill, Ont* 

Olean 

Mud  Lake, Ont « 
Stromness,Ont • 
Jamestown 
Forest  Lawn 

tt  ts 


Cresent  Beach, Ont* 
Long  Beach, Ont* 
Canadian  Shore  L.Erie 


Bourne 

tt 

Norths 

Nat han, Brown stein,  Braunborns 
Eaton 
Brownstein 

Nathan, Brownstein,Brauriberns 
Elder kin 
Brockner 
Webster  et  al 

Braunborns,  Nathan, Braunstoin 
Brownstein 
Brownstein 


Species  and  subspecies  previously  recorded 
Additional  species  and  subspecies 
Total  to  date 


164 

70 

234 


Addenda: 

*Wh*-cr*  Sparrow  Apr.  20  1  Newfone,  New  York  Lehrers 


MY  BIRD  COUNT,  May  18,  1958 

John  McCormick 

On  a  rather  variable  day,  reported  in  some  districts  as  consistently  fair,  in 
others  as  consistently  showery,  but  generally  as  warm  for  the  time  of  year  -  or  at 
least  of  this  year  -  and  windy,  the  1958  May  Bird  Count  was  held*  The  windiness  was 
thought  by  many  to  be  the  significant  weather  feature  and  there  was  a  notable 
deficiency  in  birds  in  most  exposed  areas,  especially  along  westerly  shore  lines  and 

especially  during  the  hours  of  late  morning  and  early  afternoon*  None  the  loss  in 

the  over-all  comparison  with  the  year  1946,  there  was  an  increase  in  both  the  number 

of  species  -  199  as  against  196  -  and  total  number  of  birds  observed  -  44,595  as 

against  38,660*  This,  despite  the  fact  that  no  count  was  made  of  Area  3  (Wilson, 
Lewiston,  etc.) 

Some  unusual  birds  were  observed*  The  Red-necked  Grebe,  Snow  Goose,  Gadwnll, 
LTiimbrel ,  Whito-rumpod  Sandp  iper  and  Glaucous  Gull  we  re  noted  outside  of  their 
normal  dates.  The  Pigeon  Hawk,  Prothonotary  Warbler,  Brewster f s  Warbler,  Orange- 
orownod  Warbler,  Pine  Warbler  and  Kentucky  Warbler,  all  generally  listed  as  unusual 
in  this  area,  were  all  recorded.  The  Western  Grebe,  Northern  Thredvtoed  Woodpecker 
and  Yellow-throated  Warbler,  each  considered  exceptional  if  found  iA  this  district, 
were  all  recorded.  Particularly  exceptional  is  the  Yellow-throated  Warbler,  never 
before  authenticated  in  the  B.O.S.  territory,  which  was  espied  by  the  Wrights  on 
'the  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie* 

r 

Since  the  most  common  birds  were  not  counted  by  all  observers  in  1958,  compar¬ 
isons  regarding  them  are  probably  less  reliable  than  the  comparisons  of  the  less 
common  and  more  interesting  sp  ecics.  Some  differences  in  frequency  of  these  birds 
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May  Bird  Count  (con*t.) 


between  1946  and  1958  might  be  considered  significant.  For  example,  the  Ring-billed 
Gull  rose  from  sixth  to  first  place,  while  the  Bank  Swallow  dropped  from  first  to 
seventh  place.  The  Common  Tern,  Common  Starling,  and  the  Common  Crackle  made  sub¬ 
stantial  gains,  whereas  the  Herring  Cull  and  American  Goldfinch  dropped 
consp  icuously. 

The  count  was  taken  by  the  following  observers  in  the  areas  indicated: 

1.  Fonthill,  Ont.  -  Salisburys 

2.  Thorold,  Ont.  -  Brockners 

4.  Hart land  -  Lehrer 

5.  Oak  Orchard  -  Klabundos,  Jensen 

6.  Port  Maitland, Ont •  -  Nathan,  M.L.  Emerson,  Braunbcrns,  -Aright 
7*  Long  Beach, Ont.  -  Mitchell,  Hickman,  Osgood,  S.L.  Vaughn,  Lewin 

8.  Fort  Erie,  Ont.  -  Graham,  Loos,  Faul 

9.  Grand  Island  -  McCormick,  Mabbette 

10.  13.  Batavia  -  Pixley,  Masons,  Annabals,  Buckland 

11.  Buffalo  -  Freitag,  Wendlings,  "Lobster,  Norths 
12®  Cowlesvillo  -  Abrams,  Karlak,  Facklam,  Samuels 
14®  Hamburg  -  Bacon,  Pikctt,  Nelson 

15®  Java  -  Bowen,  Blowers 

16.  Angola  -  Fondlings,  -“ebster 

17.  Cattaraugus  -  Tilley,  King 
18*  Machias  -  Bourne 

19.  Fillmore  -  Ulrichs,  Lovelace,  Cummiskeys 

20.  Dunkirk  -  Stanleys,  Schober,  Musacchio,  Mc-ierhofer,  Clark 

21.  Gerry  -  Mealy,  Hiller,  Rappole,  Westrom,  Warner,  Swanson,  Waterman,  Fox 

22.  Sherman  -  Brolin,  Parker,  Lawson 

23.  Frewsburg  -  Beal,  Knott,  Burgeson 

24.  Red  House  -  Randell,  Robins,  Anderson 

25.  Allegany  -  Eatons,  Anicote,  Johnson 

26.  28.  Wellsville  -  Madden,  Samdokes,  Braudes,  McMurtry 

The  following  species  and  numbers  thereof  were  reported: 


Common  Loon 

5 

Greater  Scaup 

5 

Red-necked  Grebe 

1 

Lesser  Scaup 

31 

Horned  Grebe 

5 

Buf flehead 

3 

Fied  billed  Grebe 

3 

OldsTjuaw 

6 

Western  Grebe 

1 

Wh ite-w.  Scoter 

1 

Gr.-blue  Heron 

50 

Ruddy  Duck 

3 

Common  Egret 

2 

Com.  Merganser 

2 

Green  Heron 

36 

Rod-br.  Merganser 

1 

B.-cr.  Night  Heron 

5 

Turkey  Vulture 

20 

Amor.  Bittern 

27 

Sharp-sh.  Hawk 

3 

Least  Bittern 

1 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

23 

‘..hist ling  Swan 

8 

Rod -should.  Hawk 

7 

Canada  Goose 

17 

Broad-wing.  Hawk 

3 

Snow  Goose 

3 

Marsh  Hawk 

23 

Mallard 

75 

Pigeon  Hawk 

1 

Black  Duck 

33 

Sparrow  Hawk 

27 

Gadwall 

2 

Ruffed  Grouse 

11 

Pintail 

3 

Ring -n .  Pheasant 

82 

Grcon-w.  Teal 

2 

Virginia  Rail 

3 

Bluc-w,  Teal 

30 

Sora  Rail 

4 

An.  ‘  idgeon 

5 

Com.  Gallinulc 

18 

*  ood  Duck 

17 

American  Coot 

3 

Redhead 

17 

Semi-p.  Plover 

35 
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liny  Bird  Count  (con’t.) 


Killdoer 

229 

Common  Crow 

521 

Black-bell  •  Plover 

8 

Black-c •  Chickadee 

100 

Puddy  Turnstone 

72 

Tufted  Titmouse 

3 

Am.  Woodcock 

6 

White-br.  Nuthatch 

35 

Com#  Snipe 

10 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

4 

Ehimbrel 

15 

Brown  Creeper 

1 

Upland  Plover 

9 

House  Wren 

114 

Sp  otted  Sandpiper 

182 

Carolina  Wren 

1 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

22 

Long-b.  Marsh  r’ren 

23 

Greater  Yellowlcgs 

7 

Short-b.  Marsh  Wren 

2 

Lessor  Yellowlcgs 

4 

Catbird 

528 

Pectoral  Sandp  iper 

3 

Brown  Thrasher 

56 

H.-runp.  Sandpiper 

2 

Robin 

1654 

Least  Sandp  iper 

70 

Woodthrush 

231 

Dunlin 

69 

Hermit  Thrush 

2 

Sh.-b.  Dowitchcr 

21 

Swai nson*s  Thrush 

36 

Sonipaln*  Sandpiper 

10 

Gray-ch,  Thrush 

3 

Glaucous  Gull 

1 

Vccry 

69 

Gt.  Blacle-b.  Gull 

4 

Eastern  Bluebird 

19 

Herring  Gull 

1311 

Bl.-gr.  Gnat catcher 

3 

Ring-b.  Gull 

9569 

Golden-cr.  Kinglet 

1 

Bonaparte  * s  Gull 

74 

Ruby-cr,  Kinglet 

2 

Common  Tern 

438 

Hater  Pipit 

8 

Black  Tern 

137 

Cedar  Waxwing 

46 

Rock  Dove 

287 

Com.  Starling 

3810 

Mourning  Dove 

269 

Yollow-th.  Vireo 

18 

Yell ow-b •  Cuckoo 

7 

Solitary  Vireo 

13 

Black-b.  Cuckoo 

19 

Red-eyed  Vireo 

333 

Screech  Owl 

1 

Philadelphia  Vireo 

9 

Great  Horned  Ov:l 

3 

Warbling  Vireo 

59 

Barred  Owl 

4 

Bl.  &  W.  Warbler 

13 

Short-eared  Owl 

1 

Prothcnotary  Warbler 

1 

Con.  Night  hawk 

21 

Golden-w.  Warbler 

11 

Chimney  Swift 

276 

Blue-w.  Warbler 

38 

Ruby-t •  Hummingbird 

22 

Brewster  *  s  Wa  r  b  1  e  r 

2 

Bolted  Kingfisher 

38 

Tennessee  Warbler 

113 

Yel.-sh.  Flicker 

250 

Orange-cr.  Warbler 

2 

Piloated  Woodpecker 

8 

Nashville  Harbler 

19 

Red-bellied  Woodpecker 

30 

Yellow  Harbler 

1000 

Ycl.-b.  Sapsuckcr 

3 

Magnolia  ’Tar bier 

84 

Hairy  Woodpecker 

28 

Cap  e  May  Harbler 

7 

Downy  Woodpecker 

54 

Bl.-thr.  Bl.  Harbler 

23 

IT. -three-toed  Woodpecker 

1 

Myrtle  Harbler 

94 

Eastern  Kingbird 

254 

Bl.-thr.  Gr.  Harbler 

40 

Gr. -Crested  Flycatcher 

105 

Cerulean  Harbler 

6 

Eastern  Phoebe 

83 

Blackburn.  Harbler 

63 

Yel.-b.  Flycatcher 

4 

Chestnut-s.  Harbler 

58 

Traill* s  Flycatcher 

17 

Bay-br.  Harbler 

26 

Least  Flycatcher 

92 

Blackpoll  Harbler 

3 

Eastern  Wood  Pewce 

1 

Pine  Harbler 

2 

01ivc-s.  Flycatcher 

3 

Talm  Warbler 

5 

Horned  Lark 

106 

Ovcnbird 

76 

Tree  Swallow 

375 

Nor.  Watorthrush 

16 

Bank  Swallow 

1431 

La.  Watorthrush 

7 

Rough-w.  Swallow 

111 

Kentucky  Warbler 

1 

I  Barn  Swallow 

613 

Mourning  Warbler 

16 

Cliff  Swallow 

69 

Yellowthroat 

273 

Purple  Martin 

740 

Ycllow-br.  Chat, 

9 

Blue  Jay 

264 

(Hooded  Warbler 

6 

tT 


«  it 


- 


* 


A  - 


% 


May  Bird  Count  (con*t.) 

Wil s  on  *  s  Warbler 

14 

Evening  Grosbeak 

63 

Canada  Warbler 

51 

Purple  Finch 

37 

Am.  Redstart 

285 

Pine  Siskin 

33 

Yel.-th.  Warbler 

1 

Am.  Goldfinch 

1277 

House  Sparrow 

1176 

Rufous- s.  Towhee 

79 

Bobolink 

457 

Savannah  Sparrow 

130 

E.  Meadowlark 

794 

Grasshopfr.  Sparrow 

16 

Redwinged  Blackbird 

5537 

Henslow*s  Sparrow 

20 

Orchard  Oriole 

32 

Vesper  Sp  arrow 

112 

Baltimore  Oriole 

813 

Slate-col.  Junco 

18 

Rusty  Blackbird 

5 

Chipping  Sparrow 

353 

Com.  Graclcle 

2125 

Field  Sparrow 

181 

Erown-h.  Cowbird 

837 

Vh.-cr.  Sparrow 

173 

Scarlet  Tanagcr 

130 

Wh.-th.  Sparrow 

143 

Cardinal 

83 

Savannah  Sparrow 

6 

Rosc-br.  Grosbeak 

152 

Swamp  Sparrow 

82 

Indigo  Bunting 

171 

Song  Sparrow 

912 

FIELD  TRIP 

TO  EMERY 

AND  CHESTNUT  RIDGE  TARKS 

TTe  left  University  Flaza  at  7:35  A.M. ,  Sunday,  May  11th  and  v/ont  over  the 
Thruway  to  Union  Road  to  Mile  Strip  Road  and  on  to  East  Aurora.  At  the  Bridge 
crossing  Cazenovia  Creek  we  started  a  fine  day  of  birding  by  seeing  an  Osprey 
flying  over  the  water •  He  perched  on  a  tree  for  a  few  minutes  and  then  flew  on. 

Bonk  and  Rough-winged  Swallows  made  a  beautiful  picture  against  the  high  rocky  cliff 
of  that  particular  spot.  There  was  also  a  large  number  of  Yellow  Warblers  present, 
and  two  Warbling  Vireos  darted  madly  amongst  branches  of  nearby  trees. 

Our  next  stop  was  Emery  Park  where  Marie  Tend  ling,  with  great  determination, 
came  up  with  two  Cape  May  Warblers  well  hidden  in  dark  and  heavy  spruce. 

We  went  by  a/ay  of  Griffin  Mills  to  Chestnut  Ridge  Park  where  we  had  lunc|i  by 
my  favorite  cabin  where  I  often  see  a  Yellov/'-billed  Cuckoo.  He  did  not  show  up, 
but  wo  saw  other  birds  around  the  park  such  asCanada  Warblers,  Ycllowthroats, 
Myrtles,  and  Redstarts. 

After  having  Seen  fifty-three  different  species  of  birds  and  having  enjoyed  the 
spectacle  of  sp  ring*  we  left  for  home  about  3:00  F.M* 

Arthur  F.  Freitag 


PROGRAM  -  Field  Trips  and  Picnics 

Saturday,  August  16  -  Picnic  at  Ward  Klepferfs  Home,  Thunder  Bay,  Ontario.  Hike  for 

shore  birds  at  2:30.  Supper  at  5:30.  Price  $1.50  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Sanctuary  Fund.  For  reservations  ploase  call 
Eugenia  Praemassing,  AT.  1618  by  August  13.  To  get  to 
Klepfer’s  take  Dominion  Rd.  ( 3C )  to  Windmill  Point  West  Road 
(which  is  4.65  mi.  beyond  the  Old  Fort);  turn  left  for  ,7  mi. 
to  Thunder  Bay  Road;  turn  right  for  1.1  mi.;  watch  for  road 
sign  ’’Ward  Klepf  er” .  (Bring  fork,  spoon,  cup).  Guests  are 
welcome. 
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Program  (con<t., ) 

Sunday 9  August  24  -  Canadian  S^ore  of  Lake  Erie  for  Shore  Birds,  Leader:  Francis 

Tilley,  Pa,  8643,  Meet  at  Vermont  St,  entrance  to  "the  Peace 
Bridge  at  7:30  A.M.  Bring  your  lunch. 


Please  mail  your  records  for  each  month,  not  later  than  the  third  day  of  the 
following  month,  to  Cyril  T,  Wolf ling.  Box  87,  Aldon,  New  York 

Acting  Editor:  Kathryn  M,  Praemassing,  87  Linden,  Buffalo  14,  New  York 

TREASURER:  Mrs,  Walter  Klabunde,  Creek  Road  Extension,  R.p.  1,  Lewiston,  Noxv  York 
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Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society,  Inc. 


Buffalo ,  New  York 

THE  MONTH 


.  Aj 


June  was  cool,  with  the  average  temperature  3.6  degrees  below  the  mean.  Pre¬ 
cipitation  was  near  normal.  Following  the  month* s  heaviest  rainfall,  on  the  25th, 
and  the  strongest  winds,  which  were  generally  southwesterly,  on  the  25th  and  26th, 
a  Least  Tern  was  observed  on  the  26th.  It  could  not  be  found  again  on  the  next  day 
o.v  subsequently.  This  was  by  far  the  most  noteworthy  bird  of  the  month.  Unusually 
large  numbers  of  Black  Terns  for  this  date  were  also  observed  at  the  same  time  and 
piece.  For  the  third  successive  summer,  the  Acadian  Flycatcher  was  seen  at  Abino 
Hills.  We  will  be  looking  forward  with  interest  to  further  and  more  detailed 
reports  of  Andrle’s  project  to  learn  more  about  the  Lincoln’s  Sparrow  in  Yfainfleet 
Bog  in  summer.  This  is  the  southernmost  locality  whore  the  eastern  race  is  known 
to  spend  the  summer  regularly,  but  its  nest  has  never  been  found  there. 


Harold  H.  Axtell 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

*  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  year 
L  -  tt  last  record  for  the  migration 

The  usual  breeding  birds  \rere  reported  for  the  month  as  well  as  the  following 
records  of  interest: 


Horned  Grebe 
Pintail 

American  Widgeon 


June  4,21 
”  26 


it 


tt 


Lesser  Scaup 
Osprey  ” 

Peregrine  Falcon 
Semipalmated  Plover  ” 


O' 


spian  Tern 


26 

22 

3 

26 

21 


Black-bellied  Plover  ff  7L 

Ruddy  Turnstone  ”  26,28 

Or.  B1 .-backed  Gull  ” 

n 

tt 


4 

26 


28 


1 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1,2 

6 

6 

1 


Rockhouse  Pt.,Ont. 

tt  tt  tt 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Buffalo  Harbor 
Rose  Hill, Ont. 
Rockhouse  Pt.,Gryfc. 


tt 


tt 


Irving 

Rockhouse  Pt.,Ont. 


it 


tt 


tt 


Canadian  shore  L.Erie 
Rockhouse  Pt.,Ont. 
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Coggeshall,  Nathan, etal 
Schaffner,  Brownsteins 
S  chaf f ner , Andr 1 e , 
Brownsteins 
Filor  rep.  Schaffner 
Fisk 

Schaffner,  Brownsteins 
Nathan, Schaffner , 
Brownstein 

Andrle 

Schaffner, Brownsteins 
Coggeshall 

Schaffner,  Brownsteias 


tt 


tt 


Noteworthy  Records 

(con*t ,) 

Black  Tern 

June 

26 

500  (est) 

♦Least  Tern 

tt 

26 

1 

♦Acadian  Flycatcher 

tt 

21 

1 

♦Short-billed  Marsh 

tt 

22 

4 

Viren 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

it 

1-6L 

1 

Line o In* s  Sparrow 

ii 

15,21, 

6  (max  • ) 

28 


Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Schaffner,  Andrle, 
Brov/nsteins 

it  ii  i» 

Schaffner,  Brownsteins 

(Jaeger  Rocks) 

Andrle 

Abino  Hills, Ont. 

Nathan,  Schaffner, 

Brownstein 

Alabama 

Brockncr 

Garrison  Rock, 

Williamsvillo 

Wendlings 

Wainfleet  Bog, Ont, 

Andrle  ct  al 

Spocics  and  subspecies  previously  recorded  234 

Additional  species  recorded  in  June  3 

Total  to  date  ~ 237 

*  *  * 

THE  BaLSCOPE  AS  A  LENS  FOR  BIRD  PHOTOGRAPHY 

Robert  D.  Coggeshall 

Most  birders  experience  from  time  to  time  the  desire  to  record  permanently 
the  birds  that  they  see  through  their  binoculars  or  telescopes  and  many  of  us  have 
wondered  why  the  sharp,  clear  image  that  we  sec  with  an  expensive  instrument  cannot 
somehow  be  focused  on  photographic  film*  Through  recent  developments  in  cameras  and 
film  it  is  now  possible  to  use  binoculars  and  telescopes  as  lenses*  For  the  past 
three  years  I  have  been  experimenting  with  equipment,  materials  and  methods  for 
applying  the  Bausch  and  Lomb  Balscope  Sr*  to  photography  with  acceptable  results* 

Much  of  this  experimenting  has  been  of  a  trial  and  error  nature  and  possibly  this 
article  will  help  others  avoid  some  of  the  detours  that  I  have  taken.  When  the 
Balscope  with  the  20X  eyepiece  is  used  as  a  lens  with  35  millimeter  cameras  it  will 
provide  interesting  pictures  of  large  birds  at  several  hundred  yards  and  will  take  a 
portrait  of  a  sparrow  at  about  fifteen  feet*  The  magnification  is  equivalent  to 
that  of  a  lens  of  1000  millimeter  focal  length.  I  do  not  mean  to  imply  that  this 
method  of  p  hotography  is  the  answer  to  all  of  the  bird  photographer *s  problems, 
quite  tho  contrary,  the  tremendously  high  magnification  and  the  small  effective 
aperture  induce  as  many  problems  as  they  solve.  The  finest  bird  pictures  from  the 
standpoint  of  sharpness  and  detail  will  still  be  taken  with  large  cameras,  from 
blinds,  by  people  who  can  afford  the  expensive  equipment  and  the  time  necessary  for 
this  type  of  work*  The  use  of  the  Balscope  with  its  high  magnification,  however, 
will  permit  pictures  impossible  with  any  other  lens.  Pictures  that  could  be  taken 
only  from  a  blind  with  its  attendant  time  and  trouble  vrith  an  ordinary  telephoto  lens 
now  can  be  made  from  your  car  or  by  stalking  the  subject.  The  photographer  can 
record  rarities,  avian  behavior  and  other  subjects  not  suited  to  a  blind  and  is  freed, 
to  a  degree,  from  the  limited  feeding  station,  nest  approach*  The  birder  is  able  to 
take  pictures  without  interfering  completely  vrith  normal  birding*  I  am  aware  of  the 
various  devices  that  have  been  manufactured  for  tho  use  of  telescopes  and  binoculars 
as  lenses  but  I  an  not  completely  familiar  vrith  them  and  will  confine  this  article 
to  tho  method  that  I  use*  The  Balscope  is  admirable  for  use  as  a  lens  as  the  strong 
dust  cap  threads  for  the  ocular  lens  provide  a  point  of  attachment  for  the  camera  and 
tho  internal  focusing  feature  provides  this  adjustment  when  the  eyepiece  is  completely 
enclosed  by  tho  adapter  and  the  camera.  The  camera  must  be  of  the  single  lens 
reflex  type  in  order  to  provide  a  means  of  accurately  focusing  tho  scope* 
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CAMERAS 


There  are  two  types  of  35  millimeter  cameras,  the  single  lens  reflex  and  the 
rangefinder.  The  latter  is  focused  by  an  optical  device  that  presents  two  images 
in  the  viewing  window .  This  is  accurately  coupled  to  the  lens  of  the  camera  t>y 
gears  so  that  when  the  photographer,  by  turning  a  wheel,  superimposes  the  two 
images  the  lens  is  in  focus.  The  single  lens  reflex  camera  is  built  with  a  mirror 
placed  at  a  forty-five  degree  angle  behind  the  taking  lens  of  the  camera;  this 

mirror  reflects  the  image  from  the  lens  upward  wither  onto  a  ground  glass  for  waist 

level  viewing  or  thru  an  ingenious  prism  that  allows  the  camera  to  be  held  at  eye 
level.  This  mirror  snaps  up  out  of  the  way  as  the  picture  is  taken.  With  this 
second  type  the  photographer  sights  directly  thru  the  taking  lens.  This  is  the 
only  means  of  focusing  any  tclep  hoto  lens  over  135  millimeters  in  focal  longth. 

The  use  of  these  lenses  with  rangefinder  cameras  is  possible  only  after  a  reflex 
housing  has  been  obtained  to  convert  the  camera  into  a  single  lens  reflex.  I  will 
net  attempt  to  go  into  the  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  the  two  types  except  to 
say  that  the  single  lens  reflex  is  readily  adaptable  to  the  needs  of  the  nature 
photographer  with  little  additional  equipment  while  the  rangefinder  camera  is  not. 

The  single  lens  reflex  principle  has  long  been  in  use  \vith  larger  cameras,  however, 

the  first  model  of  this  typo  for  35  mm.  film  appeared  only  aftor  World  War  II.  This 

was  the  Contax  S  and  the  second  model  of  this  camera,  the  Contax  D,  has  appeared 
under  many  brand  names,  Pentacon,  Hexacon  and  several  others.  This  is  the  typo 
camera  that  I  use.  The  best  of  the  type  arc  the  Exakta,  the  Alpa  and  possibly  the 
Practina.  In  selecting  a  new  camera  I  would  certainly  consider  the  two  new 
Japanese  ma.kes,  the  Miranda  and  the  Asahi  Pentax,  The  little  Exa  would  doubtless 
work  very  well  although  it  has  more  limitations  for  other  uses  than  some  of  the 
other  cameras.  Cameras  that  .arc  restricted  to  waist  level  feature  is  almost  a 
necessity  when  the  telescope  is  used  as  a  lens.  Some  single  lens  reflex  cameras, 
the  Contaflex  and  the  Kodak  Retina  Reflex,  do  not  haare  completely  interchangeable 
lenses.  It  is  possible  to  use  the  Balscope  through  some  camera  lenses  although  this 
is  a  subject  for  further  experimentation.  My  experience  has  been  in  using  the 
scope  ae  a  lens  with  the  other  lens  entirely  removed.  All  of  the  above  cameras  have 
competitive  features  that  are  a  matter  of  personal  taste  and  they  arc  beyond  the 
scope  of  this  article.  There  is  a  test  that  should  be  made  on  any  single  lens 
reflex  camera  before  it  is  purchased.  If  the  mirror  of  these  cameras  is  out  of 
adjustment  by  a  very  small  degree  the  image  seen  through  the  viewfinder  will  not 
agree  with  tho.t  on  the  film.  It  is  p  ossiblo  to  have  an  error  that  would  not  hamper 
p  hotography  with  ordinary  lenses  in  the  least  but  would  produce  poor  results  with 
the  telescope  because  of  the  very  shallow  depth  of  field.  The  camera  should  be 
placed  on  a  tripod  or  other  firm  support,  the  back  opened  and  a  piece  of  ground 
glass  taped  to  the  film  plane;  the  shutter  sot  on  *bulb*  and  the  lens  set  at  its 
widest  opening.  The  camera  is  carefully  focused  on  a  printed  page  through  the  view¬ 
finder  and  the  setting  on  the  lens  noted,  the  shutter  is  then  opened  and  the  focus 
on  the  ground  glass  is  chocked  with  a  magnifier  to  see  if  it  differs  from  the 

previous  setting.  For  an  oven  more  accurate  check  it  is  possible  to  put  the  camera 

Ions  on  a  bellows  or  extension  tubes  and  the  check  made  on  a  line  of  print  laid  out 

straight  in  front  of  the  lens,  this  will  show  the  smallest  deviation.  Finally,  it 

is  well  to  know  that,  in  purchasing  cameras  or  other  photographic  equipment,  it  is 
not  always  necessary  to  pay  the  list  price,  a  little  shopping  around  can  produce 
wonders . 

THE  TELESCOPE 

Most  birders,  as  constant  users  of  optical  equipment,  realize  that  the  light 
'that  enters  the  objective  lens  of  a  binocular  or  telescope  may  be  used  for  either  of 
two  purposes,  magnification  or  illumination  of  the  image.  This  illumination  or 
bri  'htness  is  fixed  and  may  be  determined  relatively  by  dividing  the  power  of  the 
"’lass  into  the  diameter  of  the  objective  lens  in  millimeters  and  squaring  the  result. 
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Camera  lenses  are  designed  to  allow  a  great  deal  more  illumination  that  optical 
instruments,  this  is  variable,  controlled  by  the  aperture  and  expressed  in  f# 
numbers#  When  the  telescope  is  used  as  a  lens  some  means  must  be  found  to  express 
the  illumination  in  the  f.  numbers  used  by  the  photographer  so  that  with  a  given 
light  intensity  and  film  speed  the  proper  shutter  speed  may  be  selected#  Since  the 
telescope  with  the  20x  eyepiece  is  designed  to  deliver  an  image  a  little  over  3  mm# 
in  diameter  to  the  pupil  of  the  eye  at  a  distance  of  19  mm#  it  can  be  seen  that  in 
order  to  completely  cover  the  24x36  mm#  area  of  a  35  mm#  film  frame  it  vail  be 
necessary  to  place  the  film  plane  of  the  camera  a  greater  distance  from  the  lens# 
This  distance  is  83  millimeters  with  the  20x  eyepiece  and  must  be  taken  into 
account  when  determining  the  f#  number#  Perhaps  effective  aperture  is  a  better 
term#  In  the  publication  The  Telescope  Bausch  and  Lomb  gives  the  formula  for 
finding  the  effective  aperture  as  f#-LP/l)#  L  is  the  distance  from  the  eyepiece  to 
the  film  in  millimeters,  P  is  the  power  of  the  eyepiece  and  I)  is  the  diameter  of 
the  objective  lens  in  millimeters#  Thus,  83  x  20/60  »  27.6#  This  figure  may  be 
used  as  a  guide,  I  normally  use  f.22  with  the  20X  eyepiece.  This  is  only  half  a 
stop  faster  than  the  guide  number  and  it  may  bo  that  I  am  utilizing  the  exposure 
latitude  of  the  film,  in  any  event  it  seems  to  work.  The  other  eyepieces  may  be 
used  for  p  hotograp  hy  but  it  will  be  seen  that  a  gain  in  speed  will  result  in  a 
loss  in  magnification  and  vice  versa.  The  15X,  in  all  probability,  would  be  very 
useful  at  short  distances;  the  30X  might  have  a  limited  usefulness  where  the  light 
was  good  and  the  magnification  necessary.  I  have  used  the  40X  eyepiece  at  times 
with  high  speed  black  and  white  film  but  the  effective  aperture  is  very  high,  about 
f#  43,  the  focus  critical  and  the  magnification  so  high  that  camera  motion  is  a 
great  problem  but  it  is  useful  in  some  emergencies#  I  have  made  rough  tests  on  the 
10X  wide  field  eyepiece  manufactured  by  the  DuMaurier  Company  of  Elmira,  N.Y.  and 
those  tests  seemed  to  indicate  that,  in  order  to  correct  the  distortion  present,  the 
camera  had  to  be  moved  so  far  from  the  ocular  lens  as  to  largely  destroy  the 
theoretical  gain  in  speed#  The  DuMaurier  Company  manufactures  some  inexpensive 
extension  tubes  for  the  Balscope,  these  short  tubes  are  placed  between  the  telescope 
body  and  the  eyepiece  to  permit  the  instrument  to  be  focused  as  close  as  twelve  feet 
with  one  tube  and  eight  foot  with  two  tubes#  These  tubes  involve  some  loss  of 
light,  apparently  not  enough  to  correct  for,  and  further  flatten  the  already  shallow 
depth  of  field  but  are  almost  a  necessity  for  taking  pictures  of  small  birds# 

METHOD  OF  ATTACHING  TELESCOPE  AND  CAMERA 

In  order  to  use  the  Balscope  as  a  lens  it  is  necessary  to  attach  the  camera  to 
the  telescope  rigidly  and  accurately  and  still  retain  some  means  of  varying  the 
distance  between  the  lens  and  film  plane#  To  provide  tho  variable  distance  feature 
I  have  chosen  the  11  Folding  Duo-Track  Bellows  Scope"  manufactured  by  Kopil#  There 
ore  many  other  makes  and  models  of  bellows  that  would  serve  as  well,  and  in  addition 
a  focusing  extension  tube  would  probably  work#  The  double  track  bellows  provides  a 
fairly  rigid  support  for  the  camera,  a  long  extension  and  folds  to  take  minimum 
space  in  the  camera  bag#  A  bellows  of  this  kind  used  with  a  normal  camera  lens,  its 
intended  purpose,  will  permit  photography  of  insects,  flowers  and  other  nature  sub¬ 
jects  at  magnifications  of  up  to  2#2X#  An  adapter  is  necessary  to  fit  tho  bellows 
to  the  scope.  Since  my  camera  and  bellows  accept  lenses  with  simple  threaded  mounts 
the  adaptor  is  simply  a  tube  about  28  millimeters  in  length  with  camera  mount 
threads  on  one  end  and  threads  to  accept  the  dust  cap  threads  of  the  scope  on  the 
other.  This  adap  ter  was  made  for  me  by  Mr#  Charles  B.  Schmidt  of  561  Crescent 
Avenue,  Buffalo,  New  York,  Mr,  Schmidt  manufacturers  special  camera  equipment  and 
is  familiar  with  the  problems  of  the  photographer.  Ho  has  a  very  complete  set  of 
notes  on  this  device  as  a  result  of  his  work  on  my  adaptor#  Some  cameras  have  a 
'bayonet  typo  lens  mount  that  is  more  complicated  and  difficult  to  make  than  the 
simple  thread  mount,  Mr.  Schmidt  is  able  to  make  an  adapter  for  any  camera,  however 
commercial  adapters  are  available  to  convert  the  bayonet  mounts  to  simple  thread 
mounts  and  one  of  those  would  greatly  simplify  the  manufacture  of  the  telescope 
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adapter .  The  telescope  and  bellows  should  be  left  with  the  machinist  as  the  scope 
adapter  must  be  made  so  that  it  will  fit  tightly  when  the  rails  of  the  bellows  are 
aligned  with  the  top  of  the  telescope.  The  offset  design  of  the  scope  will  not 
permit  the  use  of  the  bellows  in  any  other  position.  When  assembling  the  telescope, 
adapter  and  bellows,  tho  bellows  must  be  at  full  extension  so  that  the  rails  do  not 
interfere  with  tho  telescope.  When  the  assembly  is  completed  and  the  camera 
attached  the  distance  from  the  ocular  lens  to  the  film  plane  can  be  carefully 
measured  for  tho  different  eyepieces  with  and  without  the  extension  tube  and 
measurements  of  the  bellows  extension  noted  or  the  rails  marked  so  that  these 
settings  can  be  quickly  made  in  the  field,  Tho  proper  distances  may  be  verified  for 
full  coverage  without  darkening  of  the  corners  by  using  the  ground  glass  taped  to 
the  film  plane, 

SUPPORT  FOR  THE  CAMERA  AND  TELESCOPE 

Most  amateur  photography  could  be  improved  with  more  attention  to  the  problem 
of  camera  motion  during  the  exposure.  This  is  the  greatest  problem  with  telephoto 
photography  as  tho  motion  is  magnified  along  with  the  image.  The  telescope  with  the 
camera  attached  may  be  used  with  a  tripod  and  for  use  at  a  feeder  or  from  a  blind 
this  is  the  best  method.  I  have  found,  however,  that  unless  the  tripod  is  excep¬ 
tionally  sturdy*  there  may  be  a  good  deal  of  vibration  when  it  is  used  in  any  wind. 

I  have  the  scope  stock  mounted  and  ordinarily  use  it  with  the  camera  in  this  way. 
There  are  two  reasons  for  this.  First,  the  scope  both  with  and  without  the  camera 
is  often  used  from  tho  car,  with  a  stock  this  is  handy  and  tho  auto  provides  all  the 
support  needed  for  photography.  Second,  mounted  in  this  way  the  scope  and  camera 
are  portable  and  can  be  slung  over  the  shoulder  rath  a  carrying  strap.  For  an 
additional  support  in  tho  field  I  carry  two  sticks  loosely  bolted  together  near  one 
end  and  with  this  support  under  the  fore  end  of  the  stock  the  camera  and  scope  can 
be  held  quite  steadily,  Tho  stock  that  I  use  is  an  old  bolt  action  shotgun  stock 
obtained  from  a  sporting  goods  store  and  modified  roughly.  The  bedding  cuts  in  the 
top  of  the  stock  for  the  barrel  and  action  of  the  gun  were  widened  to  accomodate  the 
scope  and  the  comb  of  the  stock  was  cut  away  to  allow  the  camera  and  bellows  to  turn 
as  they  aro  being  attached  to  tho  scopo,  A  better  designed,  lighter  stock  could  bo 
made  out  of  plywood.  The  telescope  is  attached  to  the  stock  with  a  3  inch  hose 
clamp,  purchased  in  an  auto  parts  store,  covered  with  a  piece  of  vinyl  tubing  and 
placed  well  forward  on  the  stock  so  that  the  scope  can  be  moved  forward  when  the 
camera  is  attached  and  moved  back  for  comfortable  normal  viewing.  A  hole  was 
drilled  in  tho  stock  and  a  cable  release  for  the  camera  mounted  in  place  of  the 
trigger.  It  was  found  that  the  cable  release  should  be  fastened  so  that  it  could 
turn  in  order  to  facilitate  attachment  to  the  camera, 

COLOR  FILM 

The  main  problem  in  Bal sc ope  photography  is  one  of  obtaining  a  high  enough 
shutter  speed  with  the  fixed  effective  aperture  of  f.2  2  to  stop  camera  motion  blur. 
There  are  two  other  factors  that  affect  this  problem,  light  intensity  and  film 
snood.  Light,  of  course,  is  tho  perennial  problem  of  the  photographer  but  we  can  do 
something  about  film  speed.  Some  of  the  developments  that  have  made  this  form  of 
photography  possible  are  tho  recent  great  advances  in  the  speed  and  quality  of  both 
block  and  white  and  color  film.  I  use  Anscochrome  for  my  color  work.  In  tho  first 
place,  the  film  speed  is  necessary.  In  the  second  place,  its  natural  color  is 
much  better  for  nature  photography  than  that  of  its  nearest  competitor  and  I  find 
that  its  much  maligned  igraininess*  is  not  objectionable,  particularly  in  projected 
transparencies.  There  are  two  typos  of  Anscochrome.  The  older  type  has  a  film 
speed  of  ASA  32  and  by  utilizing  slight  changes  in  processing  can  be  exposed  at 
ASA  64  and  even  higher.  The  new  Super  Anscochrome  is  rated  at  ASA  100  and  can  bo 
used  up  to  ASA  200  and  higher  for  emergency  use.  Processing  for  the  higher  speeds 
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is  obtainable  commercially  but  I  find  it  worthwhile  to  process  my  own  film.  Home 
processing  of  color  films  sounds  very  difficult  but  it  is  actually  quite  easy  and 
is  one  of  the  most  satisfying  features  of  amateur  photography.  A  darkroom  isn£t 
necessary  as  the  film  tank  can  be  loaded  in  a  darkened  closet  and  closed  for  pro*-* 
cessing  in  room  light.  The  necessary  chemicals  are  furnished  in  kit  form  and  the 
directions  are  simple  and  explicit.  My  only  recommendations  are  to  get  a  good 
process  thermometer  and  a  tank  that  will  hold  two  rolls  of  film.  The  developing 
process  takes  about  an  hour  and  a  half  and  it  is  just  as  well  to  have  two  rolls 
■working.  Even  with  the  best  equipment  the  initial  cost  is  loss  than  twenty  dollars. 
There  is  a  tremendous  amount  of  satisfaction  in  removing  the  finishod  film  from  the 
final ,  interminable  ten  minute  wash  and  holding  it  up  to  the  light  to  see,  recreated 
the  birds  that  you  saw  that  day.  The  finished  pictures  are  easily  mounted  in  the 
cardboard  frames  with  a  hand  iron  and  your  work  is  finished. 


BUCK  AND  “WHITE  FILM 


One  of  the  most  interesting  rcaturcs  of  35  millimeter  photography  today  is  the 
wonderful  choice  of  black  and  white  film  available.  This  choice  ranges  from  high 
speed  film  for  photography  in  low  available  light  situations  through  a  while 
family  of  middle  speed  films  to  a  group  of  slow,  almost  grainlcss  films  that  will 
make  clear,  sharp  enlargements.  There  is  every  compromise  between  grain  and  film 
speed  that  one  could  ask  for.  However,  black  and  white  photography  can  entail  a 
great  deal  of  work.  It  is  safe  to  say  that  the  amateur  ornithologist-photographer 
will  not  be  satisfied  with  commercial  finishing  unless  he  is  able  to  spend  a  good 
deal  of  money  for  custom  work.  35  millimeter  black  and  white  work  involves  an 
enlarger  and  a  darkroom,  at  least  a  makeshift  one,  and  printing  good  pictures  is 
a  time  consuming  process  although  probably  a  very  satisfying  one  to  a  more  patient 
and  orderly  soul  than  mine.  I  have  experimented  rath  various  materials  and  will 
mention  some  of  them  briefly*  In  using  black  and  white  films  it  is  well  to  know 
that  the  manufacturers  ASA  speed  index  is  based  on  maximum  exposure  latitude.  YJhen 
a  light  meter  is  used  this  latitude  is  unnecessary  and  better  film  performance  from 
a  standpoint  of  grain  will  be  obtained  with  an  exposure  index  of  roughly  double  that 
given  by  the  manufacturer,  still  using  normal  development.  Since  high  film  speed  is 
the  answer  to  some  of  the  problems  of  Balscope  photography  it  would  seem  that  such 
high  sp-  eed  films  as  Kodak  Tri-X  and  Ilford  HPS  with  user  indices  of  ASA  500  to  800 
would  be  perfect  but  it  doesn*t  work  out  that  way.  Those  high  speed  materials  tend 
toward  a  lack  of  contrast,  the  dark  tones  are  not  well  separated  from  the  light  ones 
telephoto  lenses  also  produce  this  same  effect,  and  the  combination  produces  a  flat 
negative  that  is  difficult  to  print  well.  Then  too,  these  films  are  the  grainiest, 
the  least  amenable  to  detailed  enlargements  of  small  subjects.  With  the  high  power 
eyepieces,  in  poor  light  or  where  very  high  shutter  speeds  arc  required  theso  films 
must  be  used  but  x>icture  quality  will  be  sacrificed  to  the  speed.  The  middle  speed 
films  provide  the  best  all  around  material  for  the  35  mm.  fan  including  Balscope 
work.  In  the  high  speed  branch  of  this  family  Kodak  Plus-X  can  be  used  up  to 
ASA  400  with  slightly  extended  development  and  in  the  finer  grained  branch  Ilford 
FP-3  can  bo  used  up  to  ASA200  with  normal  development.  This  second  film  is 
inherently  rather  contrasty  and  tends  to  offset  the  flatness  of  tone  found  in 
telephoto  negatives.  An  excellent  article  on  these  middle  speed  films  is  "Can  One 
Film,  One  Developer  Handle  All  These  Situations"  by  Bob  Schwalborg  in  the  August 
1957  issue  of  Popular  Photography.  This  article  should  be  required  reading  for  any¬ 
one  alarming  to  use  black  and  white  film  in  a  35mm  camera.  The  fine  grain  family  of 
films,  Kodak  Panatomic-X,  ildox  KB-14  and  KB-17  and  many  others  have  user  exposure 
indices  ranging  from  ASA  16  to  ASA  64.  YJhile  the  fastest  of  these  can  be  used  with 
the  scone  in  good  light  they  are  more  suited  for  exposuro  with  flash  bulbs  or  speed 
light  and  thus  used  can  bo  enlarged  to  produce  pictures  that  will  compete  with  those 
of  the  large  camera  ddherants.  The  developments  that  have  made  Balscope  photography 
'-ossiblc  have  not  ceased;  in  both  color  and  black  and  white  we  can  look  forward  to 
constantly  improving  films. 
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The  Bal scope  (con’t.) 


HELPFUL  HINTS 

When  the  scope,  camera,  bellows  and  adapter  have  been  assembled  there  is  ] it  tit* 
more  to  do  but  shoot  pictures.  Taking  pictures  is  the  best  way  to  learn  what  will 
produce  good  results  and  what  won*t  but  perhaps  a  hint  or  so  will  help  you  to 
avoid  some  of  the  pitfalls  that  I  am  continually  climbing  out  of.  With  our  fixed 
effective  aperture,  shutter  speed  is  dictated  by  light  intensity  and  film  speed  but 
r.  word  about  what  to  expect  from  various  shutter  speeds  may  be  a  help.  If  the  scope 
and  camera  were  on  a  solid  tripod  any  length  of  exposure  would  be  permissible « 

Most  of  my  early  pictures  were  taken  at  l/20  on  Anscochrome  at  ASA  32.  With  a  good 
solid  support  this  works  pretty  well  but  there  will  bo  plenty  of  rejects  if  the 
support  is  the  least  bit  shaky.  An  exposure  of  l/50  will  eliminate  most  camera 

motion  blur  if  the  scope  is  supported  at  all  and  I  have  taken  sharp  pictures  at 

l/lOO  while  holding  the  stock  offhand  like  a  rifle.  This  is  only  a  guido,  however, 
and  even  when  the  light  won!t  permit  fast  shutter  speeds  steady  the  scope  as  best 
you  can  and  shoot  anyway.  You  con*t  get  pictures  if  you  dan*t  take  any  I  Some 
people  can  take  pictures  without  using  a  light  meter;  it  will  be  necessary  for 
most  of  us  to  calculate  exposure  the  easy  way,  however,  with  a  meter.  In  using  the 
meter  there  is  plenty  of  room  for  the  exercise  of  judgment  for  the  small  area  seen 
through  the  scope  may  have  a  very  different  light  reading  than  the  one  obtained  by 
pointing  the  meter  in  the  general  direction  of  photography  and  including  a  big  hunk 
of  bright  sky.  This  judgment  can  bo  assisted  by  a  meter  reading  from  the  ground 
nearby  or  from  an  article  of  clothing  of  neutral  shade.  In  bird  photography  I  find 
that  I  tend  to  concentrate  on  the  bird  and  usually  think  that  I  am  going  to  get  a 
larger  image  on  the  film  than  turns  out  to  be  the  ca'so.  Single  lens  reflex  cameras 

usually  include  a  little  more  in  the  picture  than  is  seen  in  the  vieV/finder  and  it 

takes  experience  and  a  little  effort  to  remember  to  look  over  the  whole  scene  with 
an  eye  for  composition.  Another  gadget  that  I  plan  to  improvise  is  some  sort  of  an 

open  sight  along  the  top  of  the  telescope  so  that  it  can  be  quickly  directed  at  the 

subject.  With  the  shallow  field  of  focus  it  is  possible  for  the  scope  to  be 
focused  for  the  wrong  distance  and  swing  across  the  target  without  seeing  it. 

Finding  the  subject  is  a  three  dimensional  proposition  and  the  open  sight  would 
settle  two  of  the  dimensions  immediately.  Finally^  there  are  two  types  of  bird 
photographs;  portraits,  wherein  the  bird  fills  the  frame  and  each  feather  is 
detailed  and  p  ictures  taken  at  some  distance  to  show  the  habitat  or  several  birds 
of  a  flock.  Both  of  these  have  their  merit,  both  can  tell  a  story  and  both  can 

have  beauty  in  their  color  end  composition.  Your  telescope  and  camera  together  can 

add  a  fascinating  new  area  to  an  already  wonderful  hobby. 

*  *  * 

BREAKFAST 

The  usual  Breakfast  of  the  B.O.S.  was  held  Saturday  June  7th  in  Delaware  Park 
Rose  Garden.  The  beautiful  weather  brought  out  a  good  number  of  members,  and 
$41.00  were  added  to  the  Sanctuary  Fund.  Sylvia  Brockner  was  chairman. 


PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 


September  10  -  Summer  Experiences  of  members  and  Movies  presented  by  Fred  Kail. 
September  24  -  Rep  ort  of  Shore  Bird  Count;  Plans  for  the  Fall  Bird  Count  lead  by 

Agnes  Abrams,  end  Talk  on  Protective  Coloration  by  Alice  Ulrich. 
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PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS  AND  PICNICS 


Saturday,  August  16  -  Picnic  at  Ward  Klcpfer’s  Home,  Thunder  Bay,  Ontario*  (See 

June  issue  for  details).  Call  E.  Pr nomas sing,  AT.  1618  for 
reservations  * 

Sunday,  August  24  -  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Eric  for  Shore  Birds.  Leader:  Francis 

Tilley,  PA.  8643.  Meet  at  Vermont  St.  entrance  to  the  Peace 
Bridge  at  7:30  A.M.  Bring  your  lunch. 

Sunday,  September  7  -  Shore  Bird  Count.  Leader:  Arthur  Schaffner,  EL.  9666.  Meet 

at  Peace  Bridge  at  7:00  A.M.  Bring  lunch. 

Sunday,  September  14  -  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Eric  for  fall  Warblers.  Leader: 

Harold  D.  Mitchell.  Meet  at  Peace  Bridge  at  8:00  A.M.  Bring 
lunch. 

Sunday,  September  28  -  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie  for  Fall  Migrants.  Leader: 

Dr.  Harold  A.  Axtell.  Meet  at  8:  00  A.M.  at  the  Peace  Bridge. 
Bring  your  luneju 


*  *  * 


Please  mail  your  records  for  each  month,  not  later  than  the  third  day  of  the 
following  month,  to  Cyril  T.  Vi olfling.  Box  87,  Aldcn,  New  York. 

3  ACTING  EDITOR:  Kathryn  M.  Pracmassinb,  87  Linden  Avenue,  Buffalo  14,  Now  York 

TREASURER:  Mrs.  Walter  Klnbunde,  Crook  Road  Extension,  R.tt  1,  Lewiston,  Now  York 
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Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithologica 

Buffalo ,  New  York 


THE  MONTH 

July  was  dry  at  Buffalo  with  the  rainfall  nearly  an  inch  below  normal,  but  it 
was  very  wet  from  just  south  of  the  city  to  the  Pennsylvania  border.  The  tempera¬ 
ture  reached  90°  on  the  27th,  but  the  average  for  the  month  was  less  than  one  degree 
above  normal.  Shore  birds  arrived  in  numbers  earlier  than  usual,  attracted  by  the 
effects  of  the  low  water  level  in  Lake  Erie.  The  most  unusual  shore  bird  was  a 
Wilson* s  Phalarope.  A  now  location  for  nesting  Bam  Owls  north  of  Buffalo  came  to 
the  attention  of  B.O.S.  members.  The  most  interesting  find  of  the  month  was’ 
Coggeshal^s  discovery  of  a  locality  with  several  rather  high  Canadian  Zone  birds  ©n 
a  hilltop  near  Ellicottville. 


Harold  H.  Axtell 

NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


*  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  year 
F  -  11  ’*  ”  ”  ”  migration 


Common  Loon 

July 

6 

2 

Lakeside,  Lake  Ontario 

Andrlo 

Hooded  Merganser 

tt 

19 

1 

Morgan  Point,  Ont. 

Schaffner 

et 

al 

Common  Merganser 

tt 

27 

1 

Canadian  shore  L.Erie 

Wendlings 

et 
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Bald  Eagle 

tt 

1 

1 

Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt. 

Browns te in 

Semipalmated  Plover 
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16F 

1 

tt  tt  it 

Schaffner 
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Ruddy  Turnstone 

it 

27F 

1 

Canadian  shore  L.  Erie 

Wendlings 

et 
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Wilson*  s  Snipe 

tt 

17 
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Gainsville 

Smith 

TJhimbrel 

tt 

24F 

1 

Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt. 

Brownstein 

tt 

26 

1 

Point  Abino,  Ont. 

Schaffner 

it 

27 

1 

Point  Abino,  Ont. 

Wendlings 

et 

al 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

tt 

12F 

8 

Rockhouse  Pt • ,0nt . 

Brownstein 

Lessor  Yellowlegs 

tt 

5F 

3 

tt  it  tt 

Andrlo  et 

al 

tt 

26 

113 

Canadian  shore  L.  Erie 

Schaffner 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

tt 

19F 

28 

tt  tt  tt  tt 

Schaffner 

et 
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Least  Sandpiper 

it 

5F 

4 

Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt. 

Andrle  et 

al 

tt 

19 

253 

Canadian  shore  L.  Erie 

Schaffner 

et 

al 

Short-b.  Dowitcher 
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2 

Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt. 

Andrle  et 

al 

tt 

27 

12 

Canadian  shore  L.  Erie 

Wendlings 
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al 
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Noteworthy  Records  (con*t.) 


Stilt  Sandpiper  July  16 

1 

Rockhouse  Pt.,0nt. 

Schaffner  et  al 

Semipalm.  Sandpiper 

16F 

6 

tt  «  tt 

n  tt 

ii 

27 

200 

Canadian  shore  L.Erie 

Wend lings  et  al 

Sanderling 

it 

27F 

1 

Morgan  Point,  Ont. 

tt  tt 

♦Wilson* s  Phalarope 

« 

26 

1 

Jaeger  Rocks,  Ont. 

Schaffner,  Andrle 

Nathan,  Seeber 

H 

27 

1 

Yacht  Harbor,  Ont. 

Wendlings  et  al 

C-t.  Black-b  *  Gull 

tt 

26 

12 

Point  Abino,  Ont* 

Schaffner 

Black  Tern 

tt 

26 

5000/ 

Fort  Erie,  Ont* 

tt 

*3nrn  Owl 

It 

15 

4 

Tonawanda  Creek  Rd* 

Wendlings  et  al 

Golden-cr*  Kinglet 

tt 

17 

3 

Ellicottville 

Coggeshall 

Bl.-thr*  Bl.  Warbler 

It 

17 

1 

« 

tt 

Myrtle  Warbler 

tt 

9,17, 

23  1 

u 

Coggoshall  et  al 

Eay-br.  Warbler 

tt 

23 

1 

tt 

Andrle  et  al 

Western  Meadowlark 

It 

12-27 

1 

Mohawk  Bay,  Ont. 

Brownstein  et  al 

Species  and  subspecies  previously  recorded  237 

Additional  s  pecies  and  subspecies  recorded  in  this 

issue  3 

Additional  species  reported  on  the  May  Count 

(Yellowthrqat  and  Kentucky  Warbler).  2 

Total  to  date  242 


Errata : 

Short-eared  Owl  all  month 

should  have  been 
Common  Egret  May  30 

should  have  been 


Niagara  Falls 
Screech  Owl 

1  Buckhorn  Island 
Jensen,  Heilbom 


Heilborn 

Heilborn 


*  *  *  * 

NOTE :  Due  to  an  error  the  following  sp  ecies,  which  were  reported  on  the  Bird 

Count  on  May  18,  1958,  were  included  in  the  report  of  the  Count  in  the  June 
1958  issue  of  The  Prothonotary.  Since  they  were  not  accompanied  by  written  verifi¬ 
cation  reports  as  required  by  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  policy,  and  as 
i  .dicated  in  the  Date  Guide,  they  have  not  been  accepted  for  the  permanent  files* 

It  is  hoped  that  the  observers  who  reported  these  species  will  send  write-ups  for 
them  to  the  Junior  Statistician,  Cyril  T.  Wolfling,  so  they  can  be  evaluated. 
Red-necked  Grebe,  territory  number  2;  Snow  Goose  (3),  territory  number  5;  Gadwall, 
territory  number  5;  Pigeon  Hawk,  territory  number  26;  Northern  Three-toed  Wood¬ 
pecker,  territory  number  27;  Brewster* s  Warbler,  territory  number  21;  Brewster* s 
Warbler,  territory  27;  and  Pine  Warbler  (2),  territory  22. 

Statisticians:  Bernard  Nathan 

Robert  F.  Andrle 


*  *  *  * 

uorroction:  July  1968,  page  39,  line  25,  should  read:  Cameras  that  are  restricted 
to  waist  level  viewing,  such  as  the  Praktica  and  the  Asahi  Reflex,  can 
be  used  but  the  eye  level  feature  is  almost  a  necessity  when  the  telescope  is  used 
as  a  lens* 
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CANADIAN  SHORE  -  JULY  20,  1958 

When  word  comes  in  mid-July  that  the  first  fall  migrants  have  appeared  along 
Lake  Erie’s  shores,  those  of  us  who  rcvol  in  high  thermometer  readings  agree  ■'with 
Avon’s  Bard  that  "Summer’s  lease  hath  all  too  short  a  date,"  Ready  to  be  enter¬ 
tained  by  expected,  challenged  by  unexpected  species,  nine  observers  enjoyed  the 
July  20  field  trip  to  the  full. 

Reversing  the  usual  trend  of  saving  the  best  for  the  last,  a  Western  Meadow¬ 
lark  early  in  the  morning  whistled  from  a  hayfiold  along  the  road  to  Rockhouse 
Point,  and  provided  the  party  a  brief  chance  to  compare  his  song  with  those  of  his 
eastern  cousins. 

Among  the  12  expected  species  were  2  Semi-palmatod  Plover,  2  ruddy  Turnstones, 
3  Solitary,  15  Pectoral,  20  Least,  and  10  times  that  number  of  Semipalmated 
Sandpipers,  Two  Sanderlings,  1  Stilt,  and  8  Dowitchers  all  in  summer  plumages 
gave  added  color  to  scattered  flocks  of  90  Killdeers,  50  "spotties",  and  60  Lesser 
Yellowlegs.  Two  each  of  Mallards,  Blacks,,  Pintails,  and  Common  Mergansers  were  the 
quota  of  waterfowl  for  the  day.  Two  immature  Great  Black-backed  showed  their  more 
rugged  outlines  in  flocks  of  Herring,  Ring-billed  and  Bonaparte’s  Gulls;  Common  and 
Black  Terns  were  studied  in  multitudinous  variations  of  molting-stages. 

Confined  to  a  very  limited  sandy  area,  hundreds  of  tiny  Fowler’s  Toads  hopped 
in  all  directions  to  avoid  contact  with  intruding  humans.  Several  adult  specimens 
were  handled  for  a  closer  appreciation  of  their  mottled  olive  skine  Purple 
Loosestrife  with  tenacious  footholds  among  sand  and  rocks  lifted  lacy  spikes  in 
profuse  beauty®  Good  fellowship  prevailed  as  the  day’s  count  reached  58  species, 
and  a  perfect  summer  day  came  to  an  end. 


Gertrude  G,  Webster,  leader 


JULY  PICNIC 


Everyone  enjoyed  the  picnic  held  at  the  home  of  William  C,  Vaughan  in 
Youngstown  on  July  19,  Forty-six  dollars  were  added  to  the  Sanctuary  Fund, 


PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 


September  10  -  Summer  experiences  of  members  and  movies  presented  by  Fred  Hall, 

September  24  -  Report  of  shore  bird  count,  plans  for  the  Fall  Bird  Count  led  by 

Agnes  Abrams,  and  talk  on  Protective  Coloration  by  Alice  Ulrich. 

October  8  -  Annual  Meeting  and  talk  on  Variation  in  Plumage  in  Selected  Fall 

Warblers  by  Robert  Coggeshall, 

October  27  -  Symposium  on  Extreme  Varieties  and  Hypotheticals  of  This  Area  led  by 

Walter  Klabunde, 

PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

Sunday,  Sept,  7  -  Shore  Bird  Count,  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Eric.  Leader:  Arthur 

Schaffner,  EL.  9666.  Meet  at  Vermont  St.  entrance  to  the  Peaoo 
Bridge  at  6:00  A.M,  (Note  change  in  time,)  Bring  lunch.  Every¬ 
one  planning  to  go  please  contact  leader  well  in  advance  so  that 
he  can  properly  assign  territories,  their  leaders,  and 
transportation, 

Sunday,  Sept.  14  -  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Erie  for  Fall  warblers.  Leader:  Harold 

D>  Mitchell,  Meet  at  the  Peace  Bridge  at  8:00  A.M.  Bring  lunch. 
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PBOGRAH  -  FIELD  TRIPS  (con’t . ) 


Sunday,  Sept.  26  -  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Erie  for  fall  migrants.  Loader: 

Dr.  Harold  A.  Axtell.  Meet  at  8:00  A.M.  at  the  Peace  Br'Idgo. 
Bring  your  lunch. 

Sunday,  October  12  -  FallBird  Count.  Leader:  Agnns  Abrams,  Pa.  8349.  Please 

contact  leader  for  a  territory. 

Sunday,  October  19  -  Trip  to  Dunville  Marsh,  Canada  for  Sharp  Tailed  Sparrow. 

Leader:  Bernard  Nathan,  BE.  6030. 


NOTE : 


No  starlings  have  been  observed  to  be  roosting  in  the  neighborhood  of  Depew 
and  Starin  Avenues,  Buffalo  as  they  have  done  in  previous  years. 


Kathryn  M.  Praemassing. 


Please  mail  your  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  third  day  of  the 
following  month  to  Cyril  T.  Wolf ling,  Box  87,  Alden,  Nov;  York 

EDITOR:  (Acting)  Kathryn  M.  Praemassing,  87  Linden  Avenue,  Buffalo  14,  New  York 
TREASURER:  Mrs.  Walter  Klabunde,  Creek  Road  Extension,  R.D  1,  Lewiston,  Nov;  York 
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THE  MONTH 

This  was  an  almost  typical  August.  Temperature,  68.9  degrees,  was  exactly 
normal;  precipitation  was  less  than  two-thirds  of  an  inch  above  the  mean,  while 
sunshine  was  12%  above  overage.  The  Lake  Erie  level  was  the  lowest  in  many  years 
and  the  mats  of  decaying  algae  in  places  along  the  shore  were  as  extensive  as  last 
year.  .  These  two  conditions  were  again,  as  in  1957,  unusually  attractive  to  shore- 
birds.  Andrle  reports  evidence  of  a  similar  situation  in  our  area  on  Lake  Ontario, 
with  more  shore-birds  than  we  had  supnosed  occur  there.  This  year,  as  usual,  the 
best  shore-birding  in  the  B.O.S.  territory  has  been  at  Rockhouse  Point.  Sugarloaf 
Point  and  Yacht  Harbor  (Prospect  Point)  have  been  very  good,  and  the  Waverly  Beach 
to  Jaeger  Rocks  area  has  also  been  among  the  best.  After  the  almost  complete 
failure  last  year  of  Goldfinches  in  our  area  to  bring  young  from  the  nest^  it  is 
gratifying  that  this  year  there  has  been  normal  success,  the  young  leaving  their 
nests  in  largo  numbers  throughout  the  Niagara  Frontier  on  August  25  and  26,  as 
indicated  by  the  calls  of  the  young  being  heard  first  on  those  dates. 


Harold  H.  Axtoll 


%  *  %  *  * 

NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 

*  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  year. 

F  .  ”  M  n  11  ”  migration 


Common  Egret 

Aug. 

14 

1 

near  Jamestown 

Lenna  rep 

.  Anderson 

t» 

21 

1 

Randolph  Pond 

Elderkin 

Green-w.  Teal 

tt 

10F 

2 

Can.  shore  L.  Erie 

Brockners 

tt 

17 

3 

it  ti  tt  tt 

Mitchell, 

Coggeshall 

Bald  Eagle 

tt 

12 

1 

Chautauqua  Gorge 

Anderson, 

Lehigh 

Osprey 

» 

31 

1 

Allegheny  River 

Eaton 

♦Golden  Plover 

tt 

16 

1 

Crystal  Beach, Ont. 

Andrles 

ft 

17 

1 

tt  tt  t« 

Mitchell, 

Coggeshall 

Black-bell.  Plover 

fl 

10F 

2 

Can. shore  Lake  Erie 

Brockners 

ft 

17 

4 

tt  tt  tt  it 

Mitchell, 

Coggeshall 

Phot 

tl 

23F 

1 

Mo rgan  Point,  Ont • 

Andrle,  Gampp, 

Coggeshall 
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Noteworthy  Records  (con*t.) 


i ; 


T'.-rump.  Sandpiper 

Aug. 

17F 

1 

Sugar  Loaf,  Ont* 

Mitchell,  Coggesh&ll 

♦Baird *s  Sandpiper 

tt 

23 

7 

Can.  shore  Lako  Erie 

Andrlo  et  al 

Stilt  Sandpiper 

ft 

10 

3 

Rockhouso  Point,  Ont 

•  Brockners 

t! 

17 

1 

Can. shore  Lake  Erie 

Broclcnors,  Tulinoffs 

♦Western  Sandpiper 

1! 

17 

1 

Gravelly  Bay, Ont. 

Andr 1 e ,  Hit c he 1 1 , 

♦Northern  Phalarooo 

4* 

Coggeshall 

tt 

31 

1 

Rockhouso  Point, Ont. 

Nathan,  Thorpe  et  al 

♦Franklin* s  Gull 

tt 

23 

1 

Morgan  Point,  Ont. 

Andrle ,  Gampp, 

♦Forster* s  Tern 

Coggeshall 

tl 

13 

1 

Rockhouse  Point, Ont* 

Andrle,  Axtell 

t< 

16 

1 

Morgan  Point, Ont* 

Andrle s 

Caspian  Tern 

tt 

17 

1 

tt  tt  tt 

Andrle,  Mitchell, 

Coggeshall 

01ive-s*  Flycatcher 

tt 

29 

1 

Chautauqua  Gorge 

Anderson,  Knott 

Carolina  Wren 

tt 

10 

1 

Athol  Springs 

Csont 

Nor.  Waterthrush 

tt 

21F 

1 

Chautauqua  Lake  Outlet  Anderson,  Knott 

Wilson* s  Warbler 

tl 

23F 

1 

Can. shore  Lake  Erie 

Brockner 

Species  and  subspecies  previously  recorded  242 

Additional  species  and  subspecies  recorded  in  this  issue  6 
Total  to  date  248 

*  *  *  *  *  * 

NEW  MEMBERS 

The  Buffalo  Ornithological  Association  welcomes  the  following  new  members: 
Mr*  and  Mrs*  George  C*  Letchworth,  66  Hodge  Avenue,  Buffalo,  Now  York 
Miss  Minna  Rooso,  4  Lexington  Avenue,  Buffalo  22,  New  York 

ACTIVE  MEMBERS 

The  following  have  been  elevated  to  Active  Membership: 

Mr*  Richard  Christenson  Dr*  Arthur  Freitag 

Mr*  John  McCormick  Mrs*  Mark  Samuels 

Miss  Jacquiline  Stains 


$  j(c  S)C  >fc  !js  !(t 

AUGUST  PICNIC 

Everyone  enjoyed  the  picnic  held  at  Ward  Hlepfer*s  home  at  Thunder  Bay,  Ont, 
on  August  16.  Thirty-five  dollars  were  added  to  the  Sanctuary  Fund. 

Spotties,  Ring-necked  Plover,  Killdeer,  Crows,  Starlings,  Crackles,  Song 
Sparrows  were  seen. 


(50) 


t 


o» 


(• 


TTIE  SANCTUARY 


The  following  material  regarding  "the  sanctuary  will  bo  discussed  rib  the 
regular  meeting  of  the  3.  0.  S.  to  be  held  on  October  22,  1958. 

TABULATED  ANSWERS  TO  SANCTUARY  POLICY  QUESTIONNAIRE 


1.  Visited  the  sanctuary 
Not  visited  it 

2.  Visited  Once 
Visited  twice 
Visited  few  times 
Visited  many  times 

3.  Not  tabulated  because 

4.  Keep  sanctuary  as  is 
Improve  sanctuary 


25 

17 

2 

6 

12 

5 

of  wide  variation  in  answers.) 

6 
23 


5*  Y'.'ould  use  sanctuary  more  if  it  were  improved 
Would  not  use  more 


21 

10 


6.  Will  contribute  time  or  work  on  sanctuary 
kill  not  contribute  time  or  work 


18 

19 


7.  Prefer  to  sell,  get  better  place 
Prefer  not  to  sell 


22 

14 


8.  Willing  to  abide  by  Council* s  decision 
Not  willing  to  abide 


41 

1 


August  16,  1958 


To  the  B.O.S.  Council: 

In  consideration  of  the  answers  to  the  Sanctuary  Policy  Questionnaire  the 
Sanctuary  Committee  recommends  that  the  Council  seek  alternate  sanctuary  plans  or 
sites  along  an  established  migration  route,  deferring  any  final  decision  on  any 
such  alternate  plans  or  sites  until  after  such  alternate  plans  or  sites  are  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  B.O.S.  membership  at  largo  in  a  meeting  previously  announced  for  that 
purpose. 

Philip  S.  Greene 

Chairman  Sanctuary  Committee 


September  8,  1958 

In  consideration  of  the  answers  to  the  Sanctuary  Policy  Ouestionnaire  the  B.O.S 
Council  feels  there  is  not  sufficient  evidence  of  desire  on  the  part  of  the  member¬ 
ship  at  large  to  seek  alternate  sanctuary  sites  at  this  time  and  recommends  the 
Sanctuary  Committee  be  instructed  to  gather  all  existing  plans  and  suggestions,  and 
formulate  them  into  a  working  plan  for  the  present  sanctuary, 

Walter  Klabunde 
Chairman  B.O.S.  Council 
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PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 


October  8 


October  9 


October  22 


Annual  Meeting  r.nd  talk  on  ’'Variation  in  Plumage  in  Selected  Fall 
Warblers"  by  Robert  Coggoshall 

8:00  P.M.  in  Museum  of  Science,  a  talk  on  "Binoculars"  by  Mir,  F.E. 
Reichert  of  Mirakel  Optical  Co,,  accompanied  by  slides  of  birds  and 
animals  taken  through  binoculars,  Mr.  Reichert  is  a  technical 
expert  on  binoculars. 

Discussion  of  the  recommendations  regarding  B.O.S.  Sanctuary,  and 
a  Symposium  on  "Extreme  Variations  and  Hypotheticals  of  This  Area" 
led  by  Walter  Klabunde, 


Saturday,  November  15  -  Dinner  Meeting.  Dr.  Walter  R.  Spofford  vdll  speak  on 

"Golden  Eagles  of  the  Appalachia".  Place  to  be  announced. 


December  10  -  Report  on  Fall  Bird  Count  by  Agnes  Abrams.  Plans  for  Christmas 

Bird  Count  led  by  Winston  W.  Brockner.  Talk  on  "Recent 
Ornithological  Literature"  by  Dr.  Harold  H.  Axtell. 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 


Sunday,  October  12  -  Fall  Bird  Count.  Leader:  Agnes  Abrams,  PA.  8349,  Please 

contact  leader  for  a  territory. 

October  14-19  -  A.O.U.  Meeting  in  Here  York  City, 

Sunday,  October  19  -  Trip  to  Dunville  Marsh,  Canada  for  Sharp  Tailed  Sparrow. 

Leader:  Bernard  Nathan,  BE.  6030.  Meet  at  the  Vermont 
Street  entrance  to  the  Peace  Bridge  at  8:00  A.M.  Bring  lunch. 


Sunday,  November  2  -  Trip  to  Canadian  shore  of  Lake  Ontario.  Leader:  Frederick 

Salisbury, 

Sunday,  November  16  -  Trip  along  south  shore  of  Lake  Erie  including  Dunkirk  and 

Fredonia.  Leader:  Dr.  Willard  Stanley. 

Sunday,  December  7  -  Trip  to  Allegany  State  Park,  Leader:  Stevan  Eaton, 


Please  mail  your  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  third  day  of  the 
following  month  to  Cyril  T.  Wolf ling.  Box  88,  Alden,  New  York 

EDITOR:  Kathryn  M.  Praemassing,  87  Linden  Avenue,  Buffalo  14,  New  York 

TREASURER:  Mrs.  Walter  Klabunde,  Creek  Road  Extension,  R.D.  1,  Lewiston,  New  York. 
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THE  MONTH 

With  precipitation  1,58  inches  abdve  the  mean,  and  nearly  twice" as  many 
cloudy  days  as  in  a  normal  September,  this  was  a  dull  month.  Temperature  was  near 
normal.  Every  local  bird-watcher  wi].l  wish  to  read  the  report,  included  in  this 
issue,  of  the  annual  B.O.S.  Shore  Bird  Count,  taken  this  year  on  Sept.  7.  It  gives 
an  idea  of  the  excellence  of  the  shore  birding  we  have  had  this  year,  and  especially 
the  unusually  large  numbers  of  Baird’s  Sandpipers.  However,  it  was  the  final 
splurge  of  the  season;  xvithin  a  few  days  after  the  count  the  population  beoame 
greatly  reduced,  so  that  by  the  13th  shore  bird  finding  was  so  poor  that  even  a 
Pigeon  Hawk  at  Rockhouse  Point  was  seen  eating  a  mouse.  It  is  exceptional  that  no 
Dunlins  had  been  seen  by  the  end  of  the  month;  Although  both  Franklin’s  and  Little 
Gull  were  seen  in  late  August,  neither  was  reported  in  September,  the  more  usual 
month  for  them.  Dramatic  numbers  of  Purple  Martins  are  reported  coming  to  a  roost 
at  Jame storm. 

;  i 

Presumably  it  was  the  cloddy  and  rainy  Ideal  weather  pattern  that  contributed 
in  part  to  the  unusually  lar^e  number  of  warbler  "Waves*'  this  month*  Such  "waves" 
were  noted  on  Sept.  7,  9,  14,  16,  20,  21,  28.  On  Sept.  7,  16,  and  20  there  were 
especially  large  numbers,  the  number  of  warblers  seen  by  a  single  party  being  in 
the  hundreds,  with  at  least  one  flock  on  each  of  these  three  days  made  up  of  100  to 
200  or  more  warblers,  in  addition  to  there  being  a  wide  distribution,  at  least  in 
the  morning,  of  newly  arrived  migrants*  Many  kinds  of  birds  seemed  to  be  less 
common  than  usual,  but  at  least  two  warblers  were  present  during  the  first  half  of 
the  month  in  much  more  than  usual  numbers.  These  were  the  Chestnut-sided  and  the 
Wilson’s.  Blackpolls  made  up  approximately  half  of  the  total  number  of  warblers 
on  several  of  the  biggest  days.  A  few  of  the  largest  flocks  were  70  to  85%  this 
species,  even  the  Bay-breasted  being  a  very  small  minority  on  these  occasions.  The 
two  greatest  rarities  were  the  Hudsonian  Godwit  found  by  Braunberns,  and  the 
immature  Sabine’s  Gull  found  by  Seeber. 


Harold  H.  Axtell 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


*  -  indicates  first  record  for 

the 

year 

F  -  *»  ** 

n 

tt 

tt 

migration 

L  -  ”  last 

tt 

tt 

tt 

tt 

Least  Bittern  Sept. 

14 

1 

Stromness,  Ont. 

Mitchell ,Brockner, 

et  al 

Canada  Goose 

ft 

15F 

15 

Gainesville 

Grosby  rep.  Smith 

American  YJidgeon 

It 

7F 

4 

Buff alo-Castile 

Brockner 

»1 

7 

8 

Rockhouse  Point, Ont 

•  Mitchell,  Green 

Broad-winged  Hawk 

ft 

29L 

3 

Erie  Beach, Cresent 

Beach, Ont • 

Nathan  et  al 

Bald  Eagle 

It 

7 

2 

Rockhouse  Pt.,Ont. 

Mitchell,  Green 

Osprey 

tt 

14 

1 

Cftn. shore  Lake  Erie 

Mitchell  et  al 

It 

20 

1 

Lakeside 

Andrle 

Pigeon  Hawk 

It 

29 

1 

Erie  Beach,  Onte 

Nathan  et  al 

Am.  Golden  Plover 

!! 

14 

1 

Fort  Erie, Ont. 

Mitchell,  et  al 

tt 

20 

68 

Homer, Ont. 

A.  Smith 

Knot 

tt 

14 

1 

Sugar  Loaf, Ont. 

Mitchell  et  al 

tt 

24 

2 

Waver ly  B each , Ont • 

Coggeshall 

Baird *s  Sandpiper 

tt 

20 

1 

Lakeside 

Andrle 

Stilt  Sand. 

tt 

14L 

1 

Sugar  Loaf, Ont. 

Mitchel,  et  al 

♦Sabine* s  Gull 

tt 

30 

1 

Niagara  Falls, Ont. 

Seeber,  Axtell 

Forster* s  Tern 

tt 

14 

8 

Rockhouse  Pt.,Ont. 

Mitchell  et  al 

Caspian  Tern 

tt 

19 

2 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Rue  rep.  Andrle 

Whi  p-poor-wi  1 1 

tt 

29 

3 

Can. shore  L.Erie 

Nqthan  et  al 

Common  Night hawk 

tt 

24 

5 

Long  Ave . ,  Hamburg 

Bourne 

tt 

25 

2 

it  tt  tt 

tt 

Chimney  Swift 

tt 

24 

5 

tt  tt  tt 

tt 

tt 

24 

3 

Vfaverly  Beach, Ont. 

Coggeshall 

Ruby-th.  Hummingbird 

« 

14 

1 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Mitchell  et  al 

Yellow-b.  Sap sucker 

tt 

24F 

3 

Waverly  Beach, Ont. 

Coggeshall 

Eastern  Kingbird 

tt 

7 

3 

Can, shore  L.  Erie 

Mitchell,  Green 

tt 

14L 

2 

Rockhouse  Pt.,Ont. 

Mitchell,  et  al 

Yell&w-b.  Flycatcher 

tt 

14 

1 

Erie  Beach, Ont, 

Mitchell  et  al 

Least  Flycatcher 

tt 

24L 

1 

Chestnut  Ridge  Pfc. 

Bourne 

East.  Wood  Peewee 

tt 

24 

5 

Waverly  Beach, Ont. 

Coggeshall 

01ive-s.  Flycatcher 

tt 

2 

2 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Mitchell 

tt 

14L 

1 

Sugar  Loaf, Ont. 

Mitchell,  et  al 

Bank  Swallow 

tt 

14L 

180 

Can. shore  L.  Erie 

Brockner,  Mitchell 

et  al 

Barn  Swallow 

tt 

14 

60 

tt  tt  tt  tt 

tt  tt 

tt 

Cliff  Swallow 

tt 

14L 

15 

Stromness,  Ont, 

Mitchell  et  al 

Purple  Martin 

tt 

1 

25,000 

Jamestown 

Beal 

tt 

16 

3,000 

tt 

it 

It 

17L 

200 

tt 

tt 

Brown  Creeper 

tt 

24F 

1 

Waverly  Beach,Ont. 

Coggeshall 

Winter  Wren 

tt 

24F 

1 

tt  tt  tt 

tt 

Swainson*  s  Thrush 

tt 

IF 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cem, 

Brockner 

tt 

2 

2 

Can. shore  L.  Erie 

Mitchell,  Green 

Gray-ch.  Thrush 

It 

14F 

1 

Erie  Beach, Ont. 

Mitchell  et  al 

tt 

19 

3 

Chestnut  Ridge  Pk. 

Bourne 

tt 

20 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cem. 

Mitchell 

tt 

20 

1 

Millville 

Andrle 

tt 

24 

6 

Waverly  Beach, Ont. 

Coggeshall 

tt 

29 

1 

Creseiit  Beach, Ont. 

Nathan  et  al 

Veery 

tt 

2L 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cem. 

Brockner 

Golden-»cr.  Kinglet 

tt 

28F 

2 

Grand  Island 

Webster 

Ruby-cr.  Kinglet 

tt 

28F 

2 

tt  tt 

it 

(54) 


Noteworthy  Records  (con*t.) 


Yellow-th,  Viren 

Sept 

.  13 

1 

Hickox  Rd,  near 

Hamburg 

Bourne 

Warbling  Vireo 

tt 

14 

1 

Can,shore  LcErie 

Mitchell  et  al 

Bl,  &  Wh.  Warbler 

tt 

24 

2 

Waverly  Beach, Ont. 

Coggeshall 

Tennessee  Warbler 

tt 

2F 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Erie 

Beach,Ont , 

Mitchell,  Green 

Orange -crowned  Warbler 

"  1 

i 

Cresent  Beach, Ont; 

Nathan  et  al 

Nashville  Warbler 

tt 

2F 

1 

tt  tt  tt 

Mitchell,  Green 

tt 

30 

40 

Kraft  Rd.,Ont. 

Seeber 

Parula  Warbler 

tt 

14 

1 

Can.shore  L.  Erie 

Seeber,  et  al 

Yellow  Warbler 

tt 

7 

1 

Rockhouse  Pt.,Ont. 

Seeber,  Green 

n 

14L 

1 

Can.shore  L.  Erie 

Seeber,  et  al 

Cape  May  Warbler 

tt 

2F 

2 

Fort  Erie,  Erie 

Beach, Ont • 

Mitchell,  Green 

tt 

24 

5 

Waverly  Beach, Ont, 

Coggeshall 

Bl,-thr,  Bl,  Warbler  " 

2F 

1 

Forest  Lawn  Cem, 

Brockner 

Myrtle  Warbler 

tt 

2F 

1 

Fort  Erie,  Erie 

Beach, Ont , 

Mitchell,  Green 

Blackburn,  Warbler 

tt 

24L 

2 

Waverly  Beach, Ont, 

Coggeshall 

Bay-br ,  Warbler 

tt 

IF 

15 

Morgan  Pt.,Ont. 

Seeber 

tt 

2 

2 

Fort  Erie,  Erie 

Beach, Ont • 

Mitchell,  Green 

tt 

24L 

4 

Waverly  Beach, Ont, 

Coggeshall 

Blackpoll  Warbler 

it 

5F 

1 

Point  Abino,Ont, 

Seeber 

tt 

7 

1 

Rockhouse  Pt . , Ont • 

Mitchell,  Green 

tt 

14 

2 

Can.shore  L,  Erie 

Mitchell  et  al 

tt 

24 

6 

Waverly  Beach, Ont, 

Coggeshall 

*Pine  Warbler 

tt 

24 

1 

Chestnut  Ridge  Pk, 

Bourne 

tt 

29 

1 

Jaeger  Rocks, Ont, 

Nathan  et  al 

Palm  Warbler 

tt 

14F 

1 

Can.shore  L,  Erie 

Mitchell  et  al 

♦Conn,  Warbler 

tt 

24 

1 

Chestnut  Ridge  Pk. 

Bourne 

n  tt 

tt 

29 

1 

Cresent  Beach, Ont. 

Nathan  et  al 

Mourning  Warbler 

tt 

7 

1 

Rockhouse  Pt,,Ont, 

Mitchell, Green 

Yell ow-b  r •  Chat 

tt 

6 

1 

Gainesville 

Smith 

Canada  Warbler 

tt 

29L 

1 

Erie  Beach, Ont, 

Nathan  et  al 

Baltimore  Oriole 

tt 

6L 

3 

Gainesville 

Smith 

Rusty  Blackbird 

it 

27F 

2 

Java 

Mitchell  et  al 

Scarlet  Tanager 

tt 

19 

1 

Chestnut  Ridge  Pk. 

Bourne 

Rose-br,  Grosbeak 

tt 

29L 

1 

Cresent  Beach, Ont, 

Nathan  et  al 

Wh,-cr,  Sparrow 

tt 

2SF 

1 

So,  Hill  Rd.,Hmbg, 

Avery 

tt 

27 

1 

Java 

Mitchell  et  al 

Wh,-th,  Sparrow 

tt 

14F 

1 

Can.shore  L.  Erie 

tt  tt 

Species  and  subspecies 

previously  recorded 

248 

Additional  species 

and 

subspecies 

recorded  in  this  issue 

4 

252 

SHORE  BIRD  COUNT,  1958 

September  7th,  1958  was  the  date  of  the  twelfth  Annual  Shore  Count  of  the 
Buffalo  Ornithological  Society,  Twenty-eight  participants  covered  nine  of  the  ten 
areas  from  the  head  of  the  Niagara  River  at  Fort  Erie  to  the  mouth  of  the  Grand 
River  across  from  Port  Maitland,  A  total  of  1394  shore  birds  of  twenty-one  species 
wajs  found. 
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Shore  Bird  Cotint,  1958  (con’t,) 


Of  most  immediate  interest  was  the  finding  of  a  Hudsonian  Godwit  at  Sugar 
Loaf  (just  west  of  Port  Colborne  Harbor)  by  James  Braunbems  •  This  is  a  new 
species  for  the  Shore  Count,  Two  species,  the  Golden  Plover  and  the  Lens-billed 
Dowitcher  were  recorded  for  the  second  time. 

The  total  of  1394  birds  compares  favorably  with  last  year!s  1510,  The 
average  of  the  preceeding  five  years  (Count  taken  in  late  August)  was  1112;  the 
average  of  the  first  five  years  (early  August)  was  2151;  and  the  twelve  year 
average  wqs  1601, 

The  recording  of  21  separate  species  is  the  highest  so  far.  The  previous  high 


was  19  in  1951  and  1957,  and 

the  low 

stands  at  14  in  1949  and  1952, 

BIRD  LIST 

Figures  indicate  the  number 

of  birds 

seen. 

Semipalmated  Plover 

41 

W,-rump,  Sandpiper 

6 

Killdeer 

626 

Baird* s  Sandpiper 

20 

Black-bell,  Plover 

10 

Least  Sandp  iper 

95 

Golden  Plover 

1 

Short-b,  Dowitoher 

7 

Ruddy  Turnstone 

31 

Long-b,  Dowitcher 

1 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

119 

Stilt  Sandpiper 

1 

Solitary  Sandpiper 

3 

Semipalm,  Sandpiper 

218 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

13 

We stern  Sandpiper 

5 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

80 

Sanderling 

87 

Knot 

7 

Hudsonian  Godwit 

1 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

18 

Edwahd  t,  Seeber 

for  the  Research  Committee 

Verification  Reports  received  for  10  Bairds  Sandpipers,  1  Long-billed 
Dowitcher,  1  lie stern  Sandpiper  and  the  Hudsonian  Godwit, 

Bernard  H,  Nathan 
Robert  F,  Andrle 


A  MESSAGE  TO  THE  MEMBERSHIP 


The  work  of  the  Statisticians  will  be  considerably  facilitated  if  the  members 
make  an  effort  to; 

1,  Look  in  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  Date  Guide  and  on  the  Field 
Check  List  for  the  species  they  observe  in  order  to  determine  whether  a  verification 
report  is  required, 

2,  Use  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  (mimeographed)  Verification  Form 
for  Unusual  Records  in  writing  reports, 

Hlhile  it  is  evident  that  every  item  on  the  Verification  Form  which  is 
ap  plicable  to  a  particular  observation  should  be  filled  out,  it  is  most  important 
that  number  13  (Statement  and  description  of  all  observation  of  field  marks  and 
other  details  that  contributed  to  your  certainty  in  this  identification)  should  be 
written  up  carefully,  accurately,  and  very  thoroughly. 

Although  other  information  is  always  taken  into  account,  the  decision  to 

accept  or  reject  an  observation  depends  most  frequently  on  what  is  written  in 

number  13*  , 
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A  Message  to  the  Membership  (con*t.) 

If  an  observation  requiring  a  verification  report  is  turned  in  without  one  the 
Statisticians  make  an  effort  to  write  to  the  observer  asking  for  the  report.  If 
a  report  is  not  received  the  observation  is  then  considered  not  valid  for 
scientific  publication  and  the  matter  is  not  pursued  further. 

Each  verification  report  is  closely  scrutinized  and  all  information  contained 
therein  carefully  evaluated;  the  decision  then  made  is  considered  final.  It  is 
therefore  highly  important  to  be  prompt  and  accurate  in  writing  up  an  observation. 

Time  does  not  allow  the  Statisticians  to  notify  observers  of  the  disposition 
of  their  reports.  However,  the  Statisticians  are  ready  and  willing  to  explain  the 
reasons  for  their  decisions  to  anyone  who  inquires. 

Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  Date  Guides  ($.25  per  copy)  and  Verification 
Forms  (free)  are  available  either  at  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society  meetings  or  from 
the  Statisticians. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  members  will  cooperate  in  this  matter  so  that  we  will 
continue  to  add  observations  of  ornithological  value  to  the  permanent  files. 

Bernard  H.  Nathan 
Robert  F,  Andrle 


A  RED-SHAFTED  FLICKER 


As  I  glanced  out  of  our  kitchen  window  Sunday  afternoon.  Sept,  14th,  and 
noticed  a  Flicker  on  the  back  lawn,  it  was  quite  a  shock  when  I  realized  that  the 
red  color  I  first  saw  was  not  on  his  head  but  on  his  tail  2  This  bird,  which  other¬ 
wise  looked  like  our  Yellow-shafted  Flicker,  had  red  shafts  in  his  tail  feathers  2 
Some  of  the  upper  tail  coverts  were  missing,  especially  on  the  right  side,  thereby 
exposing  more  of  the  tail  feathers  than  is  usually  seen.  He  had  the  black  patches 
on  the  sides  of  the  throat,  the  red  on  the  nape,-  and  one  could  see  yellow  shafts 
in  the  primaries. 

With  him  was  another  Flicker,  grayer  about  the  face,  -with  less  distinct  red 
on  the  nape.  The  shafts  of  the  tail  feathers  of  this  bird  appeared  to  be  red  also, 
but  more  concealed  by  the  upper  tail  coverts.  My  husband  saw  this  bird  alight  on 
the  lawn  and  got  a  glimpse  of  salmon-red  under  the  tail. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bacon  saw  the  birds  that  afternoon,  and  the  next  day,  when  Tom 
Bourne  and  Mrs,  Ramsdell  were  here,  -  and  Mr.  Mitchell  with  his  camera,  the  birds 
very  obligingly  went  about  their  work  of  eating  ants  in  the  lawn,  sometimes  within 
fifteen  feet  of  the  house.  During  the  following  week  I  ww  them  less  frequently. 

Ruth  B.  Avery 


CANADIAN  SHORE  TRIP,  September  14,  1958 

We  were  fortunate  to  have  a  warm  and  pleasant  day  when  eleven  members  met  at 
the  Peace  Bridge  hoping  to  observe  fall  migrants,  and  we  were  not  disappointed. 
About  1500  Black  Tern  were  seen  on  the  river  between  the  bridge  and  old  Fort  Erie, 

A  Golden  Plover  was  seen  on  the  grassy  field  a  t  almost  the  identical  spot  where 
one  was  seen  a  week  previous.  Our  experience  at  Erie  Beach  was  interesting,  A 
light  south  wind  was  blowing  and  our  walk  along  the  shore  was  quite  unproductive  of 
birds,  but  as  soon  as  we  walked  inland  less  than  fifty  yards,  to  get  beyond  the 
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Can,  Shore  Trip  (con*t.) 


wind  "break,  there  were  maiiy  warbler  notes  and  in  all  seventeen  species  of  warblers 
were  observed,  also  Hummiiigbird,  Yellow-bellied  Flycatcher,  gray-cheeked  Thrush, 
Lincoln* s  Sparrow  and  my  first  fall  Whit e -throat •  We  were  surprised  to  see  a  Bam 
Swallow  perched  on  a  dead  tree  with  warblers  and  flycatchers  flitting  nearby*  It 
was  hard  to  pull  away  from  this  productive  area,  but  we  finally  proceeded  to  the 
Cresent  Beach  area,  where  Black-billed  Cuckoo  and  Indigo  Bunting  were  added  to  our 
list* 


We  lunched  at  the  Neff’s  at  Sugar  Loaf,  where  a  mimber  of  shorebirds  were 
seen,  including  Knot  and  Stilt  Sandpiper*  Soon  an  Osprey  flew  over  going  in  an 
easterly  direction*  The  Wendlings  called  our  attention  to  an  Olive-sided 
Flycatcher  perched  high  on  a  dead  tree.  As  we  drove  on  an  occasional  Nighthawk 
was  seen  flying  in  a  westerly  direction.  At  Rockhouse  Point  we  were  disappointed 
because  of  a  lack  of  birds.  We  did  see  several  Forster’s  Terns,  as  well  as  a  few 
ducks  including  a  Lesser  Scaup  and  four  American  Widgeon*  Two  Kinglets  were  also 
seen*  We  had  been  joined  by  the  Salisburys  and  Mr*  Smith  of  St*  Catherines,  the 
latter  reporting  a  Least  Bittern  seen  earlier  in  the  day  at  Stromness*  We  looked 
over  a  farm  pond  at  Stromness,  well  protected  from  the  wind,  and  all  six  species 
of  swallows  were  observed  there,  a  fine  climax  to  a  fine  day* 

Harold  D*  Mitchell 


PROGRAM-MEET  INGS 


Unless  otherwise  stated,  meetings  are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of 

each  month  from  September  through  June  at  8:00  P.M.  in  the  Museum  of  Science. 

Saturday,  November  15  -  Dinner  Meeting.  Dr.  Walter  B.  Spofford  will  speak  on 

’’Golden  Eagles  of  the  Appalachia”.  Dinner  at  6:30  in  United 
Church  of  Christ  (formerly  Bethlehem  E.  and  R.  Church), 

Genesee  Street  and  East  Parade.  Price:  $2.75  per  person*  Res¬ 
ervations  can  be  made  with  Mr*  and  Mrs.  John  McCormick, 

GA.  0860,  until  Nov*  11. 

December  10  -  Report  on  Fall  Bird  Count  by  Agnes  Abrams*  Plans  for  Christmas  Bird 

Count  3red  by  Winston  W»  Brockner*  Talk  on  ’’Recent 
Ornithological  Literature”  by  Dr.  Harold  H*  Axtell. 

PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

Sunday,  November  2  -  Trip  to  Canadian  Shore  of  Lake  Ontario.  Leader:  Frederick 

Salisbury.  Meet  at  the  Beach  Bridge  at  7:30  A.M.  John 
McCormick,  leader  from  Buffalo.  Bring  your  lunch. 

Sunday,  November  16  -  Trip  along  south  shore  of  Lake  Erie  including  Dunkirk  and 

Fredonia.  Leader:  Dr.  Willard  Stanley.  Meet  at  7:30  at  the 
south  side  of  the  Buffalo  City  Hall.  Leader  from  Buffalo: 
Edward  Seeber.  Bring  your  lunch. 

Sunday,  December  7  -  Trip  to  Allegany  State  Park.  Leader:  Stevan  Eaton.  Meet  at 

7:30  A.M.  at  the  south  side  of  Buffalo  City  Hall.  Bring  lunch. 

*  *  *  *  *  * 

' Flease  mail  your  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  third  day  of  the 

following  month  to  Cyril  T.  Wolfling,  Box  88,  Alden,  New  York* 

EDITOR:  Kathryn  M.  Praemassing,  87  Linden  Avenue,  Buffalo  14,  New  York. 

TREASURER:  Mrs •  Walter  Klabunde,  Creek  Rd.  Extension,  R.D.  1,  Lewiston,  New  York. 
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Published  Monthly  by  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society,  Inc. 

Buffalo ,  New  York 


THE  MONTH 


This  was  almost  an  average  October  meteorologically.  The  temperature  was  one 
degree  above  normal  and  precipitation  about  one  inch  below.  The  Brant  flight  on 
Lake  Ontario  was  mostly  concentrated  as  usual  near  the  end  of  October.  Franklin* s 
Gull,  not  seen  in  September,  was  found  October  1  in  the  Niagara  Gorge.  Port  Weller, 
at  the  north  end  of  the  Welland  Canal,  has  been  found  to  be  a  gathering  place  for 
large  numbers  of  scaup.  Other  water  birds  of  some  interest  were  also  seen  there 
this  fall,  including  a  Pomarine  Jaeger  (on  the  October  Bird  Count),  the  most  out* 
standing  record  of  the  month.  It  lias  now  been  well  established  that  thb  Sharp- 
tailed  Sp  arrow  occurs  regularly  in  our  area  in  the  fall.  It  remains  to  be  deter* 
mined  whether  both  inland  races  occur  and  if  so  in  what  proportions,  when  it  arrives 
and  departs,  to  what  extent  and  when  it  may  stop  here  in  spring,  and  whether 
searching  may  also  reveal  it  about  any  marshes  or  swales  other  than  at  the  southern 
edge  of  the  large  marsh  near  Stromness,  Ont,  There  seems  to  be  no  limit  to  the 
means  by  which  an  ornithologist  may  acquire  information  about  birds.  Our  B.O.S. 
president  Ts  cat  brought  him  a  Grasshopper  Sparrow  on  a  date  more  than  two  weeks 
later  than  our  previously  latest  fall  date  for  that  species. 

Harold  H.  Axtell 


NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


indicates 

indicates 

indicates 


first  record  for  the  year 
first  record  for  the  migration 
last  record  for  the  migration 


Common  Loon 

Oct  • 

28 

Oct  • 

29 

D.-cr.  Cormorant 

Oct  • 

29 

Whistling  Swan 

Oct  • 

28 

Brant 

Oct  • 

26 

Qot  • 

28 

Pintail 

Oct. 

28 

Greater  Scaup 

Oct  • 

26 

Surf  Scoter 

Oct . 

25F 

Oct. 

28 

64  Olcott  to  Lakeside 

103  Shadigee 

1  Shadigee 

2  Lakeside 

60  Am. shore  L. Ontario 

320  Am. shore  L. Ontario 

70  Olcott  to  Lakeside 

4000  Port  Wfeller,Ont  • 

1  Can.shore  L.  Erie 

6  Hamburg  Town  Park 


Andrle,  Hochmuth 

Andrle 

Andrle 

Andrle,  Hochmuth 
Coggeshall, Andrle, Thill 
Andrle,  Hochmuth 
Andrle,  Hochmuth 
Coggeshall, Andrle, Thill 
Mitchell  et  al 
Bourne 


(59) 


*•*  n 


•  -  L 


t  ■ 


Noteworthy  Records  (con’t.) 


♦Common  Scoter 

Oct.  25F 

2 

Can.  shore  L.  Erie 

Mitchell  et  al 

Oct,  28 

6 

Hamburg  Town  Park 

Bourne 

Bald  Eagle 

Oct.  2 

2 

Mayville 

Carl  Parker  rep. Parker 

Peregrine  Faloon 

Oct.  25 

1 

St r omne s s , Ont . 

Mitchell  et  al 

Common  Gallinule 

Oct.  21 

4 

East  Eden  Pond 

Bourne 

Oct.  22 

4 

Java  Center 

Andrle 

Oct.  31L 

2 

East  Eden  Pond 

Bourne 

Semi palm.  Plover 

Oct.  17L 

1 

Hamburg  Twon  Park 

Bourne 

Black-bell,  Plover 

Oct ,  25L 

17 

Can.shore  L.  Erie 

Mitchell  et  al 

Amerioan  Woodcock 

Oct.  24 

1 

Chestnut  Ridge  Park 

Bourne 

Lesser  Yellowlegs 

Oct .  25L 

3 

Can.shore  L.  Erie 

Mitchell  et  al 

W.-rump,  Sandpipor 

Oct ,  2  9L 

1 

Lakeside 

Andrle 

Dunlin 

Oct  •  25 

17 

Can.  shore  L.  Erie 

Mitchell  et  al 

Franklin *s  Gull 

Oct.  1 

1 

Niagara  Gorge 

Andrle,  Coggeshall 

Forster^  Tern 

Oct.  1 

1 

Niagara  Gorge 

Andrle,  Coggeshall 

Barred  Owl 

Oct.  27 

1 

Hamburg 

Bourne 

Long-b,  Marsh  Wren 

Oct,  25L 

1 

Stromness,  Ont. 

Nathan  et  al 

Catbird 

Oct.  17L 

1 

Athol  Springs 

Csont 

Bluebird 

Oct,  26 

5 

East  Eden  Pond 

Bourne 

Pipit 

Oct .  2F 

9 

Clarksburg 

Bourne 

Northern  Shrike 

Oct.  22F 

1 

Attica  Center 

Andrle 

Oct.  25 

1 

Rockhouse  Point, Ont. 

Mitohell  et  al 

Philadelphia  Vireo 

Oct.  19L 

1 

Rickhouse  Point, Ont. 

Ulrichs,  Brownstein 

Nashville  Warber 

Oct.  14-17L 

1 

Athol  Springs 

Csont 

Wilso  n*s  Warbler 

Oct.  19L 

1 

Rockhouse  Point, Ont. 

Ulrichs,  Brownstein  etal 

American  Redstart 

Oct .  26L 

1 

Youngstown  Cemetery 

Coggeshall, Andrle, Thill 

♦Sharp-tail,  Sparrow  "  19 

4 

Stromness^Ont • 

Nathan,  Andrle  et  al 

.Gra  s  shop  *  r  .Sparrow 

Oct.  1L 

1 

Elma 

Coggeshall 

Chipping  Sparrow 

Oct •  25L 

10 

Athol  Springs 

Csont 

Wh.-cr.  Sparrow 

Oct.  14,15 

2,2 

Athol  Springs 

Csont 

Fox  Sparrow 

Oct.  7 

1 

Sturgeon  Point 

Bourne 

Snow  Bunting 

Oct.  29F 

25 

Lakeside 

Andrle 

Species  and  subspecies  previously  recorded  252 

Additional  species  and  subspecies  recorded  in  this  issue  _ 3 

Total  to  date  255 


Addenda  t 

Sr.  Crest,  Flycatcher  Seprt,.  29L 
Garbling  Vireo  Sept,  21L 

fellow  Warbler  Sept,  28L 


1  Jordon  Valley,  Ont* 

1  Jamestown 

1  Erie  Beach 
*  *  *  *  *  *  * 


A,  Smith 
Beal 

A.  Ulrich 


FALL  BIRD  COUNT  -  OCT,  12,  1958 

The  Fall  Bird  Count  was  held  October  12,  1958.  Many  observers  reported  high 
rinds  in  areas  they  worked.  This,  perhaps, .  accounts  for  the  lower  number  of  in- 
lividual  birds  seen. 


Almost  all  observers  reported  a  clear  sunny  morning  with  clouds  developing  by 
■he  middle  of  the  afternoon.  Temperatures  ranged  from  46  to  65  degrees,  and  westerly 
i.nds  from  20  to  35  mph. 

The  most  outstanding  species  reported  was  the  Pomeraine  Jaeger  observed  in 
erritory  1,  Two  Connecticut  Warblers  were  also  reported  in  that  territory. 
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Fall  Bird  Count  (con’t.) 


Nine  species  were  reported  in  all  time  high  numbers.  These  were:  Red-tailed 
Hawk,  Marsh  Hawk,  Ruffed  Grouse,  Red-eyed  Vireo,  Western  Palm  Warbler,  Pileated 
Woodpecker,  Hermit  Thrush,  Cedar  Waxwing,  and  American  Goldfinch. 

Low  counts  were  reported  in  the  following  species:  Mallard,  Pintail,  American 
Widgeon,  Golden  Plover,  Bonapart’s  Gull,  House  Sparrow,  Common  Loon,  Horned  Grebe, 
Pied-billed  Grebe,  Wilson’s  Snipe,  Myrtle  Warbler,  and  Slate— colored  Junco. 

In  all,  138  species  and  73,432  individuals  were  reported  as  having  been  seen. 
There  were  97  observers  in  27  territories. 

Territories  and  observers 


The  following  territories  are  those  defined  by  "Sectional  Divisions  of 
Territory  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society"  which  was  distributed  with  The 
Prothonotary  in  May  1956*  The  list  gives  the  number  of  each  territory  and  the  name 
of  a  place  in  the  territory.  Underlined  names  represent  the  compilers  for  each 
division. 


1.  Fonthill,  Ont. 

2.  ThoroM,  Ont. 

3.  Wilson 

4.  Middleport 

5.  Oak  Orchard 

6.  Port  Maitland,  Ont. 

7.  Lowbanks,  Ont. 

8.  Fort  Erie,  Ont. 

9.  Grand  Island 

10.  Akron 

11.  Buffalo 

12.  Lancaster 

13.  Batavia 

14.  Hamburg 

15.  Java 

16.  Angola 

17.  Cattaraugus 

18.  Delavan 

19.  Fillmore 

20.  Dunkirk 

21.  Cherry  Creek 

22.  Sherman 

23.  Frewsburg 

24.  Allegany  Park 

25.  Allegany 

26.  Cuba  Reservoir 

27.  Boliver 

28.  Alfred 


-B.  Nathan,  J.  Braunberns,  Rachel  Axtell,  Marjorie  Emerson 
Mary  Louise  Emerson 
-Fred  Salisbury 

-Mr.  and  Mrs.  Klabunde,  Gary  Shaw 
-not  covered 

-J .  Windsor,  Jennie  Graham,  Grace  Barker,  Irene  Marks 
-Ed.  Seeber,  Anthony  Krayna,  Dale  Rabach,  Arthur  Clark 
-Irving  Woldman,  John  Filor,  R.  Brownstein,  Joseph  Thill, 
R,  Andrle,  Don  Gamble 

-G ,  Webster,  Sarah  Knight,  Nancie  Greenman,  Stanley 
Maciejewski 

-J.K.  McCormick,  Mr,  &  Mrs.  C.  Letchworth 
-Elma  Bowen 

-Dr»  Arthur  Freitag,  Richard  Freitag 
-Edward  &  Leila  Cummiskey 

-Mr s ,  Ory  Pixl ey ,  Russell  &  Norma  Annabal,  Max  and  June 
Mason,  Lena  Mason,  George  Buckland,  Gail  Seamans. 

-Francis  Tilley,  Cocklin,  Franklin,  Edelman,  Seymour 

-D.  Christenson,  L.  Turner,  Mrs.  E.V.  Smith 

-F.  Rew,  F.  Rathbun 

-Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fred  Hall,  Robert  Hall 

-T.L.  Bourne 

-Richard  Byron,  J.  Gregory,  N.  Miller 

-Dr.  &  Mrs.  Stanley,  Theresa  Shober,  Josep  hine  Clark, 
Virginia  Maierlofer 

-Annabel  Hiller,  Frederick  Werner,  Sidney  Taylor 
-C.  Hoyle,  Pillsburys,  O.G.  Burge sons,  Mabel  Lawson, 

John  and  Mrs.  Grant 
-C.  Beal,  J.  Rap  pole,  C.  Bohall 

-Grace  Bowen,  Ruth  Ahrens,  James  Knott,  Ronald  Anderson, 
Corinne  Clark,  Marie  Fox,  Patricia  Goodman 
-Dr.  S.  Eaton,  F.W,  Meyer 
-Mrs.  Florence  Maddren 
-Mrs.  Dorothy  Baker 
-Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  McClure 
Kenneth  &  Wm.  Brandes 
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Fall  Bird  Count  (con*t.) 


Species  reported 

Figures  in  parentheses  indicate  territories  where  the  particular  species  was 
observed*  r 


Common  Loon 

8 

(1.6,7) 

Pectoral  Sandpiper 

5 

(2,7) 

Red-necked  Grebe 

1 

(1) 

Red-bkd*  Sandpiper 

30 

(6,7) 

Horned  Grebe 

27 

(1,3, 6, 7) 

Sanderling 

52 

(7,8) 

Pied-billed  Grebe 

94 

Pomarine  Jaeger 

1 

(1) 

D.-cr*  Cormorant 

19 

(3,6,7) 

Gt.  Black-b*  Gull 

21 

(1,3,6) 

Gr.  Blue  Heron 

28 

Herring  Gull 

2136 

Green  Heron 

1 

(24) 

Ring-b.  Gull 

9872 

B.-cr*  Night  Heron 

2 

(6,11) 

Bonaparte *s  Gull 

63 

(6,11) 

Amer.  Bittern 

2 

(2,20) 

Forster* s  Tern 

2 

(1,6) 

Canada  Goose 

442 

Common  Tern 

152 

(1,11) 

Mallard 

457 

Rock  Love 

298 

Black  Luck 

437 

Mourning  Love 

153 

Pintail 

46 

(1,5,6,13) 

Screech  Owl 

7 

(3,6,7) 

Green-w.  Teal 

14 

(1,6,16,19) 

Great  Homed  Owl 

4 

(e,7) 

Blue-w.  Teal 

16 

(3,24,25) 

Long-eared  Owl 

1 

(6) 

/imer ic an  Widgeon 

363 

Belted  Kingfisher 

21 

Wood  Luck 

65 

Flicker 

62 

Ring-necked  Luck 

3 

(16,22) 

Pileated  Wdpkri 

6 

(12,17,27,28) 

Canvas-back 

2 

(1) 

Red-headed  Wdpkr* 

1 

(8) 

Greater  Scaup 

56 

(1,3) 

Yellow-b*  Sapsucker  2 

(7,17) 

Lesser  Scaup 

27 

(1,11,21) 

Hairy  VYoodpecker 

16 

Buffle-head 

1 

(1) 

Downy  Woodpecker 

82 

Old- squaw 

2 

(1) 

Phoebe 

24 

White-w*  Scoter 

11 

(1) 

Prairie  Horn.  Lark 

170 

Scaup 

2500 

(1) 

Tree  Swallow 

3 

(6j7) 

Ruddy  Luck 

15 

(11,16,18) 

Rough-w.  Swallow 

13 

(1,8,9) 

Hooded  Merganser 

1 

(19) 

Blue  May 

406 

Amer.  Merganser 

8 

(1,6) 

Crow 

L043 

Red-br*  Merganser 

23 

(1,6,7) 

Black-c •  Chickadee 

457 

Turkey  Vulture 
«/ 

12 

VJhite-br.  Nuthatch 

64 

- 

Sharp  -sh*  Hawk 

9 

Red-br.  Nuthatch 

10 

(1,3,7,16) 

Coop  er*s  Hawk 

5 

(13,26,28) 

Brown  Creeper 

40 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

70 

House  Wren 

18 

(6,7,27) 

Red- should*  Hawk 

6 

Winter  Wren 

16 

(3,13,20,23) 

Rough- leg.  Hawk 

1 

(15) 

Long-b*  Marsh  Wren 

3 

(6) 

Bald  Eagle 

1 

(7) 

Catbird 

13 

Marsh  Hawk 

45 

Robin  1235 

Osprey 

1 

(25) 

Wood  Thrush 

3 

(16,20) 

Pigeon  Hawk 

1 

(7) 

Hermit  Thrush 

113 

Sparrow  Hawk 

33 

Olive-b.  Thrush 

46 

(3,6,10,11, 

Ruffed  Grouse 

19 

(13,15,25,27) 

19) 

Pheasant 

111 

Bluebird 

35 

Sora 

1 

(13) 

Golden-cr*  Kinglet 

392 

Coot 

411 

Ruby-cr,  Kinglet 

219 

Ringed  Plover 

3 

(1,6) 

Pipit 

99 

(6,7,8,13,18) 

Killdeer 

565 

Cedar  Waxwing 

437 

Golden  Plover 

2 

(12) 

Starring  13211 

Black-bell*  Plover 

59 

(1,7,8) 

Wolitary  Vireo 

7 

(6,7,13,15) 

Woodcock 

3 

(6,7,15) 

Red-eyed  Vireo 

4 

(6,11,13) 

■Wilson*s  Snipe 

4 

(6,7,9,18) 

Nashville  Warbler 

11 

(6,7,13,15, 

Greater  Yellow-legs 

17 

(1,2,7,13) 

16) 

Lesser  Yellow-legs 

2 

(7) 

Cape  May  Warbler 

2 

(6,20) 
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Fall  Bird  Count  (conTt.) 


Species  Recorded  (con*t.) 


Bl.-thr*  Bl.  Warbler 

3 

(6,7) 

Indigo  Bunting 

1 

(7) 

Myrtle  Warbler 

203 

Purple  Finch 

10 

(1,13,15,27) 

Bl.-thr*  Gr.  Warbler 

5 

(6) 

Pine  Siskin 

24 

(3) 

Black-poll  rrarbler 

3 

(7) 

Goldfinch 

1459 

W.-Palm.  Warbler 

39 

Eastern  Towhee 

35 

Oven-bird 

1 

(25) 

Savannah  Sparrow 

26 

Conn.  Warbler 

2 

(l) 

Vesper  Sparrow 

175 

Com*  Yellowthroat 

7 

(2,6,7,25) 

Slate-col.  Junco 

489 

Redstart 

1 

(7) 

Tree  Sparrow 

18 

House  Sparrow 

2425 

Chipping  Sparrow 

116 

E.  Meadowlark 

661 

Field  Sparrow 

123 

Red-w*  Blackbird 

19248 

Wh.-cr .  Sparrow 

151 

Rusty  Blackbird 

109 

Wh.-th.  Sparrow 

1201 

Grackle 

152 

Fox  Sparrow 

10 

Cowbird 

8636 

Lincoln* s  Sparfow 

4 

Cardinal 

55 

Swamp  Sparrow 

38 

Rose-br.  Grosbeak 

1 

(3) 

Song  Sparrow 

782 

Agnes  C.  Abrams 

NOTE : 

It  is  regretable  that  14  species  reported  could  not  be  included  in  this  Count 
because  verification  reports  were  lacking* 

Robert  F*  Andrle,  Statistician 

NOTE: 

If  you  see  a  rare  bird  won*t  you  please  share  it  with  others  by  calling  either 
Robert  Andrle  or  Harold  Axtell  at  the  Museum,  Ke.  4200,  or  Edward  Ulrich,  Pa*  8896? 
Tie  would  rather  chase  several  imaginary  rarities  than  miss  even  one. 

Robert  F.  Andrle 


*  *  *  * 

OFFICERS  OF  THE  BUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 


President 

Vice-President 

Treasurer 

Recording  Secretary 
Corresponding  Secretary 
Librarian 
Statisticians 


Robert  D*  Coggeshall 
Fred  T.  Hall 
Mrs*  Walter  Klabunde 
Mrs*  Martin  V.  Dietrich 
Ima  Bill 

Marie  A.  Wendling 

Bernard  Nathan.  Robert  Andrle 


MEMBERS  OF  THE  COUNCIL  AND  THEIR  TERMS  OF  OFFICE 


1956-1959 


1957-1960 


Mrs.  H.H.  Axtell 
Philip  S*  Greene 
Mrs.  E.C.  Ulrich 

!v|  { 

.1 


Robert  Andrle 
Walter  Klabunde 
Kathryn  M.  Praemassing 


195831961 


John  K.  McCormick 
Harold  D*  Mitchell 
Bernard  Nathan 
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COMMITTEES  AND  CHAIRMEN 


Sanctuary 

Membership 

Researoh 

Checklist 

Program 

Map 

Conservation 

Finance 

Thirtieth  Anniversary 


Alice  Ulrich 
Eugenia  Praemassing 
EdwardSeeber 
Harold  Mitchell 
Joseph  Thill 
Walter  Klabunde 
Alice  Dietrich 
Harriette  Klabunde 
Dinner  -  Sylvia  Brockner 


AUDITORS  Raymond  Kirsch,  Bernard  Nathan 

CONSPRVAT ION  FORUM  DELEGATES  Gertrude  Webster,  Agnes  Abrams 


*  *  *  j| c  * 


PROGRAM  -  MEET  INGS 

The  Meetings  of  the  B.O.S.  are  held  in  the  Museum  of  Science  on  the  second 
and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  each  month  at  eight  o* clock  P.M.  from  September  to  June 
inclusive,  unless  otherwise  stated  in  the  Program. 

December  10  -  Report  of  Fall  Bird  Count  by  Agnes  Abrams,.  Plans  for  Christmas 

Bird  Count  led  by  Winston  W.  Brockner.  Talk  on  Recent 
Ornithological  Literature  by  Dr.  Harold  H.  Axtell. 

PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

Sunday,  December  7  -  Trip  to  Allegany  State  Park.  Leader:  Stevan  Eaton.  Meet  at 

7:50  A.M.  at  the  south  side  of  Buffalo  City  Hall.  Bring 
lunch. 

Sunday,  December  21  -  Christmas  Bird  Count.  Leader:  Winston  W.  Brockner,  SU.  5896. 

Please  contact  the  leader  if  you  will  participate. 

January  17-25  -  Rederation  Waterfowl  Count.  Leader:  Edward  Seeber,  LI.  2058. 

Please  call  the  leader  if  you  will  participate. 

*  *  *  *  * 


PURFOSE  OF  THE  EUFFALO  ORNITHOLOGICAL  SOCIETY 


The  purpose  of  the  Buffalo  Ornithological  Society,  Inc.  shall  be  the  promotion  of 
the  scientific  study  of  birds  of  the  territory  defined  in  Article  XII  of  this  Con¬ 
stitution,  the  establishment  and  maintainance  of  sanctuaries,  and  active  participa¬ 
tion  in  any  other  measures  aimed  at  the  improvement  of  conditions  affecting  birds. 

B.O.S.  Constitution,  ARTICLE  I,  Section  2. 

$  Of.  Jfc  *  * 

Please  mail  your  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  third  day  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  month  to  Cyril  T.  Wolf  ling.  Box  88,  Alden,  New  York. 

i 

», EDITOR:  Kathryn  M.  praemassing,  87  Linden  Avenue,  Buffalo  14,  New  York 
TREASURER:  Mrs.  Walter*  Klabunde,  Creek  Road  Extension,  R.D.  1,  Lewiston,  New  York. 
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THE  MONTH 

November  was  mild  and  relatively  sunny*  Temperatures  averaged  5  degrees  above 
normal  until  the  last  week,  during  which  nearly  14  inches  of  snow  fell  and  the 
temperature  averaged  8  degrees  below  normal.  Precipitation  was  near  the  mean.  On 
the  19th  winds  from  the  south-west  attained  velocities  up  to  57  m.p.h.,  but 
apparently  brought  no  birds.  Some  of  the  more  quiet  waters  such  as  Burnt ship 
Creek  on  Grand  Island  froze  over  during  the  last  week.  More  than  the  usual  number 
of  bird  species  were  recorded  later  than  the  date  by  which  they  have  departed  for 
the  south  in  most  years.  It  has  been  a  poor  fall  for  observing  northern  finches 
and  grosbeaks,  and  the  few  rep  orts  of  Evening  Grosbeaks  have  all  been  from  areas 
south  of  Buffalo*  In  spite  of  the  notable  absence  of  many  species  that  often  add 
spice  to  November  birding,  a  reading  of  the  Noteworthy  Records  shows  that  this 
month  was  of  perhaps  even  more  than  average  interest  to  local  bird-watchers*  The 
two  Red  Phalaropes,  first  discovered  by  Tom  Bourne,  and  subsequently  observed  by 
many  of  our  members,  probably  attracted  the  most  interest  of  any  single  species. 

The  most  outstanding  avian  p  henomenon  was  the  great  number  of  gulls  through¬ 
out  the  month  on  the  Niagara  River,  even  greater  than  November,  1957 »  Careful 
counts  and  estimates  indicated  that  about  70,000  gulls  were  present,  approximately 
half  of  which  were  Ring-billed,  one-third  Herring,  12,000  Bonaparte*s,  18  Great 
Black-backed,  6  Little,  and  2  Franklin*s  Gulls*  No  white-winged  species  were  re¬ 
ported  until  near  the  end  of  the  month  when  the  first  Glaucous  Gulls  appeared*  At 
about  the  same  time  a  possible  thayeri  turned  up.  The  greatest  abundance  was  from 
the  vicinity  of  the  weirs  above  Niagara  Falls,  extending  downstream  throughout  the 
gorge  and  to  about  two  or  three  miles  beyond  Lewiston  and  Queenston,  sometimes  to 
Lake  Ontario  or  even  several  hundred  yards  into  the  lake.  40,000  to  50,000  of  the 
gulls  were  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Falls,  making  a  very  important  contribution  to 
the  beauty  of  this  famous  scene.  This  picturesque  addition  was  not  overlooked  by 
visitors,  many  of  whom  were  heard  to  comment  more  about  the  gulls  than  about  the 
cataract  itself.  Typical  of  the  remarks  overheard  was,  "The  birds  are  as  beautiful 
a  the  falls.” 


Harold  H.  Axtell 
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NOTEWORTHY  RECORDS 


*  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  year 
F  -  indicates  first  record  for  the  migration 
L  -  indicates  last  record  for  the  migration 


Red-necked  Grebe 

Nov. 

2 

2 

Niagara  on  the  Lake, 

,Ont  • 

Salisbury,  Seeber, 

Clark,  Nathan 

M 

15 

1 

Bayview 

Bourne 

all 

month 

i  1 

Niagara  Gorge 

many  observers 

Whistling  Swan 

Nov  • 

11 

2 

Prendergast  Pt , ,Chaut . 

Co. 

Anderson,  Knott 

« 

10 

100 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Nelms,  rep.  Anderson 

tl 

17 

74 

tt  tt 

Beal,Burgeson  rep. 

Anderson 

tt 

20 

11 

off  Hamburg  Park 

Bourne 

tl 

23L 

6 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Parker  rep .Anderson 

Canada  Goose 

tt 

1 

250 

Oak  Orchard 

Andrle 

tt 

26L 

1 

tt  tt 

Anderson,  Knott 

Blue  Goose 

tt 

22 

1 

Burnt ship  Cr., Grand 

Is  • 

Mit  chel 1 , Nathan, C lark 

Brant 

tt 

16 

2 

Fort  Erie,0nt. 

Wolfling  et  al 

Green-w.  Teal 

tt 

12 

11 

Burnt ship  Cr., Grand 

Is. 

Mitchell 

tt 

22 

4 

it  it  n 

tt 

Mitchell, Nathan, Clark 

tl 

22 

1 

Goat  Is.-N.  Gorge 

Mi t c  he 11, Nathan , C 1 a  rk 

Blue-w.  Teal 

It 

12L 

1 

East  Eden  Pond 

Bourne 

Wood  Duck 

It 

4L 

4 

Burntship  Cr., Grand 

Is. 

Clark,  Miller 

Ring-necked  Duck 

tt 

16 

7 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Anderson 

Ruddy  Duck 

tl 

23L 

1 

tt  tt 

Parker  rep.  Anderenn 

Hooded  Merganser 

tt 

28 

17 

tt  ti 

Anderson 

Rough-leg.  Hawk 

tt 

2F 

2 

Grand  Is. 

Gampp 

American  Coot 

tt 

11 

445 

Chautauqua  Lake 

Anderson,  Knott 

tt 

12 

1 

East  Eden  Pond 

Bourne 

It 

23 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Brockner 

Killdeer 

It 

22 

1 

Goat  Is.-N.Gorge 

Mitchell, Clark 

tl 

23 

8 

Pt.  Colbourne,Ont. 

Brockners 

tt 

28L 

4 

Bayview 

Bourne 

Amer .Golden  Plover 

tt 

11L 

1 

Beaver  Is.Pk., Grand 

Is. 

Freitag 

Black-bell.  Plover 

tt 

16 

1 

Crystal  Beach, Ont. 

Y.'olfling  et  al 

tt 

23L 

1 

Pt.  Colbourne,Ont . 

Brockners 

Common  Snipe 

It 

4 

1 

Burntship  Cr., Grand 

Is. 

Clark,  Miller 

II 

22L 

1 

tt  tt  tt 

tt 

Mitchell,  Clark 

Greater  Yellowlegs 

It 

2 

2 

Shadigee 

Brockners 

tt 

4 

2 

Burntship  Cr., Grand 

Is. 

Clark,  Miller 

tt 

23L 

1 

Pt  •  _Oolbourne,Ont . 

Brockners 

Dunlin 

tt 

23L 

7 

tt  tt  tt 

tt 

Red  Phalarope 

tl 

24,25, 

27 

2 

Bayview 

Bourne, Axtell  et  al 

Glaucous  Guibl 

tl 

27  F 

2 

Bird  Island 

Nathan,  Brownstein 

Franklin’s  Gull 

tt 

2 

1 

Niagara  Gorge 

Axtells,  Andrle 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 

tt 

11 

300 

Barcelona 

Anderson,  Knott 

*Little  Gull 

tl 

8 

6 

Niagara  Falls  &  River 

Axtells,  Filor 

tt 

9 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Brockners 

Common  Tern 

tt 

2 

15 

Niagara  Falls 

Salisbury, Seeber, 

Clark,  Nathan 

tt 

11L 

1 

Niagara  Falls 

Axtells 

Barn  Owl 

tt 

10 

1 

Buffalo 

Schwartz  rep.  Aritell 

It 

25 

1 

tt 

Matecki  rep.  Axtell 

Barred  Owl 

It 

5 

1 

Chestnut  Ridge  Pk. 

Bourne 

Long-eared  Owl 

tt 

11 

1 

tt  tt J  tt 

t» 
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Noteworthy  Records  (con’t.) 


Saw-whet  Owl 

Nov.  4-30 

1 

Hamburg  (injured) 

Bacon 

Tree  Swallow 

n 

23L 

1 

Pt.  Robinson,  Ont. 

Brockners 

Tufted  Titmouse 

tt 

2 

1 

Wilson 

tt 

Carolina  Wren 

n 

28 

1 

near  Lakewood,  Chaut.Co.  Anderson 

Mockingbird 

tt 

9-22 

1 

Creekside  Dr., Niagara 

Falls 

Heilborn  et  al 

Water  Pipit 

tt 

9L 

5 

near  East  Eden  Pond 

Bourne 

Northern  Shrike 

tt 

11 

5 

Ellery  Center, 

Chaut.  Co. 

Hiller,  Ahrens, 

rep.  Anderson 

tt 

27 

1 

East  Eden 

Andrles 

Bl.  &  Wh.  Warbler 

tt 

30 

1 

Wilson  Cem. 

Lehrers 

Yellowthroat 

tt 

8 

1 

Audubon  Refuge,  Java 

Mitchell 

Evening  Grosbeak 

tt 

IF 

2 

Bo .Lake  St.,  Hamburg 

Bourne 

it 

9 

flock 

Ole  an 

Eaton 

tt 

22 

6 

Panama 

Knott  rep.  Anderson 

tt 

29 

2 

Jamestown 

Burgeson  rep.  Anderson 

Pine  Siskin 

tt 

2 

10 

Youngstown 

Brockners 

Wh.-th.  Sparrow 

all 

mo. 

3 

Hamburg 

Bacon 

tt 

16 

2 

Fort  Erie, Ont. 

Wol fling  et  al 

Lapland  Long spur 

tt 

1,8 

25,25 

Olcott-Lakeside  Pk. 

Axtells 

Snow  Bunting 

tt 

2 

4 

Niagara  Falls-Ontario 

Shore 

Salisbury,  Clark,  Seeber 

Nathan 

tt 

4 

8 

Burnt ship  Cr., Grand  Is 

•  Clark,  Miller 

it 

8 

850  max.  Olcott-Lakeside  Pk. 

Axtells 

tt 

16 

12 

Crystal  Beach, Ont, 

Wolfling  et  al 

tt 

16 

125 

Jaeger  Rocks,  Ont. 

Andrles 

tt 

17 

1 

Ams dell  Rd.,  near 

Thruway 

Bourne 

tt 

29 

1 

near  Jamestown 

Anderson 

Speoies  and  subsp  ecies  previously  recorded 
Additional  species  and  subspecies  recorded  in  this  issue 
Total  to  date 


255 
1 

256 


BIRDS  AND  AIRPLANES 

An  interest  in  birds  and  a  career  in  aviation,  in  spite  of  the  obvious 
parallel,  are  often  in  conflict#  Interesting  birds  are  sometimes  seen  on  airports 
where  they  tend  to  distract  the  pilot-bidder  from  the  more  important  business  at 
hand.  Then  too,  the  irregular  hours  of  a  pilot ’s  work  often  stand  in  the  way  of 
much  good  birding.  Occasionally,  however,  the  pilot  is  able  to  make  observations 
of  some  interest  to  ornithologists.  The  knowledge  of  his  own  limitations  in  the 
sea  of  air  directs  the  pilot  to  wonder  about  the  limitations  of  birds.  Now  and 
then,  the  vantage  point  of  flight  will  present  a  different  and  beautiful  aspect  to 
one  who  appreciates  nature  in  her  various  guises. 

Perhaps  the  most  scientific  observations  that  a  pilot  can  make,  aside  from  the 
accurate  censusing  of  large  flocks  of  waterfowl,  concern  the  altitudes  at  which 
birds  fly.  Normally  the  cruising  altitudes  of  today’s  aircraft  are  far  above 
those  of  the  birds  so  important  sightings  are  not  common.  The  greatest  altitude  at 
which  I  have  ever  seen  birds,  away  from  the  mountains,  was  8,500  feet.  A  flock  of 
-  snow  geese  was  seen  at  this  altitude  over  the  Connecticut  River  south  of  Spring- 
field,  Massachusetts  during  the  spring  migration.  Several  years  later,  also  in 
the  spring,  another  flock  of  these  geese  was  seen  at  an  estimated  5,000  feet  near 
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BIRDS  AND  AIRPLANES 


the  moutn  o±  the  same  river.  Other  pilots,  aware  of  my  interest  in  birds,  some¬ 
times  give  me  reports  of  sightings.  The  most  unusual  of  these  was  of  a  flock  of 
large  white  birds  flying  in  a  northerly  direction  off  Jacksonville,  Florida  at  an 
unbelievable  20,000  feet.  This  sighting  occurred  about  the  middle  of  August  1955 
neai  the  time  of  a  hurricane *s  passage  through  the  area.  The  pilot  was  questioned 
closely  but  seemed  quite  positive  that  he  had  indeed  seen  birds  at  that  altitude, 

I  am  at  a  loss  to  exp  lain  this  observation. 

Gulls  are  often  seen  from  1,500  to  3,000  feet  either  circling  in  rising  air 
currents  or  migrating.  Indeed,  many  of  the  larger  birds  seem  to  travel  at  this 
altitude,  I  have  several  times  seen  hawks  migrating  between  these  levels.  Near 
Syracuse,  New  fork  this  last  sp  ring  I  noted  three  loons  flying  northward  toward 
Lake  Onieda  at  3,000  feet  and  saw  two  great  blue  herons  at  a  similar  altitude  near 
New  Brunswick,  New  Jersey,  Not  long  ago  I  saw  a  flock  of  ducks  at  about  5,500  feet 

just  south  of  Chicago,  Other  pilots  have  reported  seeing  ducks  or  geese  at 

similar  altitudes  in  the  midwest 0 

Recently  a  pilot  told  me  of  seeing  a  flock  of  about  twenty  small  birds  on 
August  6th  this  year  at  11,000  feet  over  Elmira,  New  York.  Four  of  these  birds 
struck  the  plane.  This  pilot  reported  that  these  birds  were  above  a  broken  layer 
of  light  cumulus  and  beneath  a  higher  deck  of  stratus  cloud.  It  is  unusual  to  hear 

of  small  birds  being  seen  so  high,  I  have,  however,  seen  a  flock  of  swifts  or 

swallows  near  5,000  feet  close  to  a  thunderstorm  in  the  same  general  area.  They 
may  have  gone  up  with  the  rising  air  currents  after  insects  or  perhaps  had  been 
taken  up  against  their  will  in  the  powerful  updrafts  associated  with  the  storm.  It 
is  not  at  all  uncommon  to  have  insects  strike  the  glass  windshield  as  high  as 
10,000  feet# 

The  preceding  paragraphs  have  had  to  do  with  diurnal  observations.  Since  the 

passerines  migrate  chiefly  at  night,  these  birds  are  seen  only  in  the  beams  of  the 

landing  lights  as  we  approach  an  airfield.  These  sightings  are  infrequent  and  may 
occur  at  one  airport  and  not  at  the  next.  Landing  lights  are  not  usually  turned  on 

until  the  plane  is  quite  low  and  most  of  these  travellers  are  seen  from  1,000  down 

to  500  feet  above  the  ground.  Some  do  migrate  at  higher  levels,  however.  A  night 
flight  at  1500  feet  or  below  will  sometimes  result  in  bird  strikes,  A  means  of 
determining  migration  flight  densities  and  altitudes  might  be  devised  from  these  ob 
servations.  An  aircraft  equipped  with  a  powerful  light  might  be  flown  at  different 
altitudes  and  over  different  areas,  and  counts  made  of  the  number  of  birds 
appearing  within  the  beam  under  these  different  circumstances. 

Man  needs  special  instruments  and  training  in  using  them  if  he  is  to  fly  with¬ 
in  the  clouds  without  reference  to  the  ground  or  the  sky.  The  senses  that  control 
his  balance  are  designed  for  use  under  normal  conditions  of  gravity.  When  an  air¬ 
craft  turns,  the  forces  set  up  are  confused  by  man*s  senses  for  gravity  and  unless 
the  aviator  has  other  means  of  guidance  he  will  beorome  disoriented.  The  neophyte 
lias  difficulty  in  learning  to  disregard  the  urgent  appeals  of  his  senses  to  do 
otherwise  with  his  aircraft  than  his  instruments  dictate.  Can  birds  fly  completely 
within  the  clouds?  Do  they  have  some  special  sense  that  enables  them  to  do  what  we 
cannot?  I  do  not  know#  Authorities  seem  to  differ  somewhat  in  opinion  on  this 
matter.  One  eminent  ornithologist  suggested  to  me  in  conversation  that  he  be¬ 
lieved  that  they  could  not.  He  cited  the  difficulty  sometimes  experienced  by 
passerine  birds  on  foggy  nights  as  evidence.  A  review  of  Hochbaum*s  TRAVELS  AND 
TRADITIONS  OF  WATERFOVX  suggests  that  he  made  experiments  with  hooded  birds  during 
which  they  were  able  to  remain  aloft  in  flight.  We  recall,  however,  that  falcons 
are  hooded  to  keep  them  from  flying.  The  falcons  and  accipters  that  I  have  seen 
as  trained  birds  would  flutter  helplessly  to  the  ground  when  they  hopped  off  the 
fist  or  other  perch  while  hooded.  In  a  fiction  work,  THE  LAST  CURLEW,  the  author 
has  his  avian  hero  flying  mile  after  mile  not  only  in  cloud  but  in  icing  conditions 
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So  from  fact  to  fiction  we  find  disagreement*  Perhaps  some  species  can  ’fly 
blind’  while  others  cannot.  A  year  or  so  ago  one  of  my  associates  told  me  that  he 
had  seen  a  flock  of  waterfowl  flying  above  a  solid  deck  of  cloud  over  Illinois.  He 
said  that  he  had  checked  the  weather  and  found  that  the  solid  cloud  extended  over  a 
hundred  miles  in  their  direction  of  flight.  He  asked  me,  "How  do  they  get  down 

through  the  stuff,  on  instruments?".  I  told  him  that  I  didn't  know.  That  answer 

still  stands. 

Some  of  my  finest  recollections  that  combine  birds  and  airplanes  are  not 
necessarily  of  ornithological  value  nor  do  they  raise  any  interesting  questions* 

They  are  simply  memories.  In  1942  I  was  a  very  green  pilot  a  very  long  way  from 
home  in  South  America.  Some  of  the  older  pilots  on  the  line  had  told  me  ab^ut  the 
flamingos  that  I  would  see  as  we  flew  across  the  high  country  of  Bolivia.  I  dis¬ 
credited  this  as  another  of  those  stories  that  are  told  newcomers  in  every  strange 
land.  I  knew  enough  about  birds  to  know  that  flamingos  were  birds  of  the  seaceast 
and  of  warm  regions  at  that.  Vbiat  would  flamingos  be  doing  at  an  altitude  of 

12,000  feet  where  snow  and  sleet  may  fall  at  any  time  of  the  year?  On  one  of  my 

first  trips  we  left  Salta,  Argentina  early  in  the  morning  on  a  journey  that  would 
take  us  diagonally  across  the  Bolivian  altiplano  that  day.  About  midway  down  South 
America  the  Andes  divide  into  two  main  ridges  and  the  arid  high  level  plain  between 
them  is  known  as  the  altiplano.  It  is  an  iiihospitable  land  of  shallow  highly 
saline  lakes,  wide  salt  plains,  sparse  vegetation,  and  sparser  population.  Its 
altitude  is  roughly  12, (XX)  feet  and  it  is  relatively  level  except  for  occasional 
ridges  and  peaks.  We  landed  first  at  a  railway  station  and  spattering  of  dwellings 
called  Uyuni.  The  airport  was  a  designated  piece  of  the  salt  flat  that  comprised 
most  of  the  horizontal  real  estate.  Our  next  stop  was  Oruro,  the  talk  was  again  of 
flamingos,  and  my  attitude  was  one  of  derision.  Ye  were  crossing  one  of  the 
shallow  lakes  as  we  started  to  descend  toward  the  little  mining  town.  Suddenly  the 
cap  tain  pointed  to  a  string  of  pinkish  dots  in  the  lake  ahead  and  below.  He  took 
the  plane  down  to  a  thousand  feet  above  the  surface  and  as  we  approached,  the  dots 
spread  black  tipped  coral  wings,  stretched  long  necks,  and  with  legs  trailing  took 
flight  ahead  of  us.  They  were  the  only  real  color  in  the  dead  land  below  us,  and 
what  color  l  Pink  bodies  with  wings  of  a  shade  that  an  artist  might  mix  of  red, 
orange,  and  a  touch  of  purple.  They  had  been  feeding  in  a  long  line  and  so  they 
flew  as  the  plane  swept  over  them.  They  were  undeniably  flamingos,  but  their 
presence  in  a  land  that  is  like  another  world  was  a  mystery  to  me.  A  mystery  it 
remained  until  recent  articles  in  the  AUDUBON  MAGAZINE  and  the  CONDOR  about  the 
flamingos  of  the  Andes  solved  it  for  me. 

Not  so  long  ago  we  were  coming  home  to  Buffalo  from  Detroit.  We  were  riding 
a  wind  along  the  edge  of  one  of  the  great  eddies  in  the  ocean  of  air  that  form  the 
low  pressure  areas.  Where  we  were,  the  air  was  smooth  and  solid,  we  were  a  part 
of  it,  moving  in  it,  through  it,  and  with  it.  Down  below,  it  was  turbulent  and  was 
forming  small  cumulus  clouds  above  the  lake.  It  had  whipped  Lake  Erie  for  a  couple 
of  days  and  built  great  waves.  1:irhere  these  waves  met  the  tip  of  Long  Point,  they 
rolled  in  breakers  for  a  quarter  of  a  mile  or  more.  we  noticed  that  in  the  lee  of 
the  point  about  a  dozen  of  the  long  low  lake  freighters  were  anchored,  riding  out 
the  rough  weather  in  calmer  water.  Another  boat  was  steaming  slowly  into  the 
anchorage  and  as  we  watched  it,  we  saw  the  swans.  Far  above  the  boats  but  far  below 
us,  very  white  against  the  roiled  wat4r,  they  were  beating  into  the  wind  in  a  rough 
vee  toward  their  harbor  in  the  marshes  only  a  few  miles  ahead. 

In  the  troubled  days  of  the  war  there  was  little  time  for  birds  but  now  and 
then  their  presence  proved  inescapable.  It  was  the  morning  of  the  final  mission  of 
my  tour  with  bombers  in  England.  We  had  been  awakened  very  early,  but  after 
breakfast,  briefing,  and  the  many  other  preparations,  the  mission  had  been  tempor¬ 
arily  p  ostponed.  In  war  the  lot  of  common  man  is  hurry  up  and  wait.  The  brown 
painted  Liberators  were  parked  around  the  perimeter  of  the  field  and  we  were  waiting 
by  them  for  the  mission  to  be  reinstated.  It  was  a  pleasant  day,  the  air  was  cool, 

but 
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the  sun  warm.  Lying  on  the  ground,  my  head  on  a  parachute  pack,  I  was  comfortable 
in  my  heavy  clothing  and  was  trying  to  catch  up  on  lost  sleep,  I  felt  much  as  all 
men  have  felt  with  battle  close  ahead.  Even  more  anxious  with  the  knowledge  that 
I  had  beaten  the  odds  so  far  amd,  despite  an  easy  prospect,  this  day  could  be  the 
last  one  in  more  ways  than  one.  From  across  the  field  came  the  prolonged  muted 
thunder  of  an  engine  run  up  and  through  it  I  heard  a  tinkling  song.  Above  us, 
fluttering  upward,  spiraling,  singing  was  a  sly  lark,  and  I  thought  of  the  words  of 
a  poet  of  another  war  -  -  - 

MAnd  in  the  sky,  the  lark. 

Still  bravely  singing  flies 
Scarce  heard  amid  the  guns  below,” 

R.D.  Coggeshall 


PROGRAM  -  MEETINGS 


The  meetings  of  the  B,0,S,  are  held  in  the  Museum  of  Science  on  the  second  and 
fourth  Wednesdays  »f  each  month  at  eight  o*clock  P.M,  from  September  to  June  in¬ 
clusive,  unless  otherwise  stated  in  the  Program, 

January  14  -  Report  of  Christmas  Bird  Count  by  Winston  Brockner,  Talk  on  Birds 
Nests  by  Anna  Mae  Bacon, 

January  28  -  Recent  Movies  by  Fred  Hall, 

February  11  -  Talk  on  Ecology  by  Edward  Seeber, 


PROGRAM  -  FIELD  TRIPS 

January  11  -  Canadian  side  of  Niagara  River  to  Queenston,  across  Lewiston  bridge  to 
cemeteries  at  Youngstown  and  ^ilson,  Leaders:  Walter  Klabunde  and 
Joseph  Thill,  Meet  at  Peace  Bridge  entrance  at  8:00  A.M.  Bring  lunch* 

January  17-25  -  Federation  Waterfowl  Count,  Leader:  Edward  Seeber,  Li,  2058, 

Please  call  leader  if  you  will  participate 

*  *  *  * 

DUES 

Dues  of  $2,50  per  year  are  now  due  and  payable. 

The  subscription  to  THE  PROTHONOTARY  is  an  additional  $1,00,  Please  send  checks 
to  Mrs,  Walter  Klabunde,  Creek  Road  Extension,  R.D,  1,  Lewiston,  N.Y, 

***** 


Please  mail  your  records  for  each  month  not  later  than  the  third  day  of  the 
following  month  to  Cyril  T,  Wolf  ling ,  Box  88,  Alden,  New  York, 

EDITOR:  Kathryn  M,  Praemassing,  87  Linden  Avenue,  Buffalo  14,  New  York 

TREASURER:  Mrs ,  Walter  Klabunde,  Creek  Road  Extension,  R.D,  1,  Lewiston,  New  York, 
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